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Broadway Brokers 


Not Too Hopeful 


Of Big Business on New Year's Eve 


In other times New 
something of a bonanza for Broad- 
way theatres and ticket agencies but 
the finale performance of 1946 isn’t 
viewed hopefully by the brokers. 
One skeptic regards the eve akin 
to “another Monday night.” Tickets 
for that performance are not return- 
able except in very few instances 
despite the legit code. That wrinkle 
in the regulations never has been 
explained. The code was adopted to 
eliminate “buys,” regarded as the 
reason or excuse for 
but if agencies load up for the eve 
they stand a chance of being stuck 
with tickets tilted for the occasion. 

The few houses that have allotted 
eve tickets on consignment to the 
agencies have placed a _ deadline 
of Dec. 27 for returns; otherwise 
they must be paid for. 

High boxoffice prices probably ex- 
plain the slow New Year's Eve 
sale, backed by reports from stores 
that patrons are ducking high-priced 

(Continued on page 62) 


Standby Band Hasn’t 
Played in 5 Mos., Gets 





15% Salary Increase 


Chicago, Dec, }7. 

James C. Petrillo in his newest 
drive for wage increases for musi- 
cians in theatres got one for an or- 
chestra which hasn't struck a note 
in over five months. Band that cur- 
rently isn’t working, yet got a raise, 
is at the Civic theatre here, which 
now shows the picture “Henry V.” 
Civic, which has been housing stage | 


attractions up to this time, formerly 
had a house orchestra of six. When | 


“Henry” came in orchestra’ was 
upped to eight, All musicians are on 
half pay while on standbye and last 
week the group got a 15% hike. 
United Artists Co., which rented 
theatre for “Henry V. ” kicks in $563 
each week for not one note of music. 


LaG WOULD DONATE AIR 
COIN TO MRS. VALENTINE. 


When Lewis J. Valentine, former | 





New York police commissioner, died | 


Monday (16), his old friend, ex- 
Mayor Fiorello H. LaGuardia. of- 
fered immediately to do Valentine's 
radio show—with payments to g0 
entirely to the widow. Valentine 
was emcee of the “Gangbusters” 
show on the ABC network, Saturday 
nights at 9. LaGuardia originally 
promoted Valentine to the top police 


job. 
ee Pen Co., sponsor of 
rangbusters” show, as well as net | 


and agency handling account, Radio | 


Consultants, Inc., were consi 
the LaGuardia offer and, cae | 
skedded for next Saturday night (21) 
a show eulogizing Valentine as an | 
outstanding law enforcement officer. 
One angle on the LaGuardia offer 
is that he himself is going off his 
ABC Wednesday night commentary 
show Christmas night. 


Year's eve was * 


overcharges, | 





CIC Transit 


Epitomizing the = cross-pur- 


poses which are snafuing Amer- 
ican occupation policy, the 
U. S. Counter-Intelligence Corps, 
known as the CIC, has been 
nicknamed by European over- 
seas troops as Cripes Im Con- 


fused! 
Little lessons on how to win a 
war and lose the peace. 


Pix Admissions 


To Stay Up For 








Boxoffice admission prices, which 
reached an unprecedented high in 
1946 to aid materially in the equally- 
high film earnings, are expected to 
continue at the same level during 
1947, a survey of top industry sales 
execs reveals, Opinion is based on 





optimism that business will continue 
to be good next year. 

With production costs mounting 
steadily and forcing hypoed film 
rentals, there can’t possibly be any 
cut in admission prices, according | 
to the sales manager of one of the 
majors. History of the industry re- 
veals, he said, that the only time 
| boxetfice prices come down is dur- 
}ing a general depression, 
then they always follow a cut in| 
the price of other commodities by | 
|a general time lag. Leading econo- 
| mists, he pointed out, have predicted 





ja period of prosperity for the next | 


| 12 months, so that any backtracking 
in admission prices is out of the | 
question. 

Another sales manager pointed out 
i that entertainment was the same as 
|any commodity in an inflationary 
era and that, as long as costs on all 
articles remain high, admission 
' prices can be expected to hew to 

(Continued on page 71) 


Niteries Woo Rhumba 
Mamas With Sitters 


Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 

What do baby-sitters have to do 
with the wilt in night club business? 
Plenty, according to the Brothers 
Palumbo, Frank and Walter, opera- 
tors of several of this city’s niteries. 

Putting their heads together on 
the problem of last-minute cancella- 





} 





tions for their spots, the Palumbo 
boys came up with the answer— 
baby sitters. 

The boys simply tell the cus- | 


tomers, in effect, “Don’t worry about 
sit baby, folks. If you can't get a 
sitter, we can.” 

They can, and do. They advertise 
| for sitters in daily newspapers and 
|school publications, and thus 
‘have established quite a list of re- 
liable ones. 


Another Year 


and even | 


far 


CROSBY AL ALONE 


WO. TUNE 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


These troublesome «days for 


radio’s top coin singing shows. 


are 
| Bankrollers with a $1,000,000 and | 


|more annual time-and-talent invest- 
ment in half-hour shews on the 
major webs have come to the re- 


alization during the current broad- 
casting season that the Bing Crosby 
Saga has never been duplicated and 
that, 
| Groaner, virtually the whole crop of 
shows sparked by singing stars are 
overpriced far beyond the rating 
payoff and dollars-and-cents returns. 

This new attitude of sponsors 
that the vocal artists’ current earn- | 
ings far exceed their audience ceil- | 
ing, is pretty much reflected right | 
down the line. Ford Motor concedes | 
that it’s finding it out the hard way 
via the $16,000 weekly Dinah Shore | 
program, whose rafing has been a 

(Continued on page 71) 


N.Y. Mayor Nixed 
In Bid for 620ke 








Washington, Dec. 17. 
New York’s Mayor William 
O'Dwyer, department store execs 


way angel Howard Cullman, 
| Donels Flamm, former licensee of | 
WMCA, lost out in their race for | 
;new AM watters in Manhattan last 
| Friday 
320ke channel instead to the 1 ewark 
| Broadcasting Corp. 
stations (WAGE and WCAX) in 
| Syracuse and Burlington hike their 
power on that wavelength. 
The Ohrbachs, Cullman 
|O’Dwyer were teamed up 
(Continued on page 69) 


‘Simultaneous Gridcast 
Of Radio-Tele by Wismer 


Washington, Dec. 17. 


aid 


in 





neous radio-telev‘sion broadcast by | 
the same announcer next 
when Harry Wismer, director 


sports for the American Broadca 





with the lone exception of the | 


} 
} 
| 
| 
| 


| 





(13) when FCC awarded the | country will have to start at scratch, 


| Stein 
lin 


the | 


| B.A. 
Football will get its first simulta- | talent on a regular basis. 


season | 
a 


| straightened out 


jing Co., will bandle the Washicaton 
Redskins pro games fro.: the na- 
| tion’s capital. 

| Wismer will narrate the radio 
laspect on WMAL, ABC affiliate | 
i there, while local facilities will have | 


the video. ABC 
nor has it 


to be secured for 
has no local tele station, 
applied for one 
Communications Commission. Since 
ABC uses Dumont tele facilities in 
New York, it’s presumed that 
Dumont’s WTTG in Washington 
would be em»loyed similarly. 

ABC this season has been 
Phileo’s video station in 
delphia, WPTZ, to broadcast, 
taneously, AM (WFIL) and 
vision of the Philadelphia 
| games in the American Proless 
Hockey League. 


using 
Phila- 
simul- 
tele- 


ional 


| 


and let existing , 


RADIO CHIRPERS’ OFF-KEY PAYOFF 








U §. Exhibs Scored by Jarratt, Korda 
Aide, for Shunning British Product 





‘Variety’ Presstime 


With both holidays falling on 
Wednesday, next week’s issue of 
Varmetry, Dee. 25. and the one 
after that, Jan. 1, will be circu- 
lated a day sooner, that is. on 
Tuesday. 

This means Variety's usual 
Tuesday deadline will be ad- 
vanced to Monday, just for 
these two regular weekly edi- 


tions. 


South / America 
Seen Good Mkt. 
For U.S. Talent 


The possibilities of South America 








as a theatrical market haven't begun | can 


to be explored,-according to Jules 
Stein, Music Corp. of America chief, 
who returned recently from an ex- 
tensive tour of the continent. In fact, 
Stein considers South America so 
vital a market, that he’s considering 
opening an office in Buenos Aires, 

Stein declared that a complete job 


'of pioneering will have to be done, 
| Jerome and Nathan Ohrbach, Broad- | 


and | 


but those successful in that venture 
will find huge rewards. While 
Argentina impressed him as the 


| greatest market, showmen attempt- 
ing to create a market in that 


inasmuch as there are no showcases 
in that country as yet. However, 
stated a modern hotel built 
B. A. around an entertainment 
room would make the other hotels 
in that country second class. 

Such a hotel, he said, is currently 
being considered by a group which 
includes Lucius Boomer, managing 
director of the Waldorf-Astoria 
hotel, N. Y. Once such a project was 
completed, other hotel corporations 
| would have to follow suit, and then 
would be buying American 


Stein didn't think that the current 
political difficulties in that country 
would provide a barrier. He was 
confident that they would be 
eventually, 

Brazil, Stein declared, has already 
had the opportunity of viewing 

(Continued on page 63) 


Paul Robeson’s $141,294 


In °46 a Solo Concert Mark: 


with the Federal 
' 
| 294.78 for 


Lockets | 


considering 
| 


Paul has grossed 
work in the year | 


of record royal- | 


Robeson 
concert 
of 1946 ‘exclusive 
ties), to break his former record on 
concert earnings. Figure represents 
one of top earnings in the music biz 
for strictly concert takes 
Singer will concertize 
next spring, do two or 
mer dates, then take a 
from concertizing until 
a couple of 
in between. 


through 
three sum- 
sabbatical 
1943 He's 
legit offers 


ior the yeu 


| 











$141,- | 





London, Dec. 17. 

Hollywood's magnates have been 
shouting their praises of British pix 
but the plain truth is that the films, 
themselves, are not getting anything 
near the proper distribution in the 
U. S., according to Sir Arthur Jar- 
ratt, associate of Sir Alexander 
Korda and managing director of 
British Lion Films. Jarratt, return- 
ing from America this week, 
serted that major theatre chains are 
not booking the pictures all over the 


ase 


U. S. as they do their own produc- 
tions. 
Only film so far to have been 


widely seen in the U.S. is “The Sev- 
enth Veil,” which everybody liked, 
Jarratt continued. “Caesar and Cleo- 
patra” is making the rgunds but not 
on a large scale. Hollywood has pre- 
dicted that J. Arthur Rank’s epic 
costing 1,300,000 pounds, will lose 
730,000 pounds when the smoke has 
cleared, he added. “Henry V” is do- 
ing very well in small, specialized 
theatres as is “Brief Encounter”— 
but neither is getting top booking. 
This much can be said for Amcri- 
audiences, Jarratt conceded, 
“that so far we are still not making 
the right kind of film for America. 
Our stars must learn to speak more 
(Continued on page 29) 


Thrill’ Stuff in Films 


And Via Radio NG For 
Kiddies, Warns Church 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 
Warning parents to keep their 


youngsters away from entertainment 


considered not wholesome, the 
Catholic Church last week dealt a 
face-slapping to radio and films 


Cardinal Samuel A. Stritch, of Chi- 
cago, told a group of mothers and 
fathers at a Nazareth convention 
that much of what their children are 
hearing and seeing today is far from 
beneficial and could be stopped by 
parental objections to radio stations 
and sponsors. 

The Cardinal referred to some 

(Continued on page 62) 


20TH-FOX TO PRODUCE 
PRO-HOLLYWOOD FILM 





Twenticth-Fox is currently con- 
| sidering a picture to offset the bad 
things said about Hollywood by 
gossip columnists during the last 
several years. Based on a novel, 
“What D'Ya Know For Sure?” 
penned by Len Zinberg, former 
| writer for Yank and various slicks, 


the film will deal with the troubles 
of a shoestring indie producer in 
his attempt to make a “good” honest 
film. It’s reportedly a switch on 
ithe “What Makes Sammy Run?” 
| theme. 

Company optioned the book when 
it was still an idea in the head of 
the author, who then wrote it dur- 
ing a tour of duty in Italy with the 
Army. Zinberg received a $1,500 
soldier fellowship at the time, with 
20th getting the book for a period of 

(Continued on page 71) 


























z MEESCELLANY 








Metro’s $10,000 Prize Story Tieup 
With Reader's Digest; Other Deals 


Metro has made a tieup with the? 
Reader's Digest for a $10,000 prize | 
storv centest. It will be announced | 
on the back cover of the January 
issue of the Digest and start with 
the February number 

The 10G will be handed ou he 
end of the year for the best varn 1n, 
the Drama n Everyday Life de- 
partment These are fictionalized 
true stories th dramatic twist 
Judge ili be Dorothy Canfield 
Fishe John Erskine and Voldemal 
Vetlugin, who is chairman of Metro's 
editorial board 

Metro, which puts up the entire 
$10,000 prize money, in return gets 


first refusal on film rights to all the 


yarns submitted, whether they win | 
a prize or not. Deals will be made | 
directly with the author or his} 


agent, Digest getting ~o share of the 
film coin 
Other 
Six months’ extension 
granted by Metro to Marcia Daven- 
port to finish a novel on which the 
studio holds a $10,000 option. Writer 
completed the book in the 18 months 
originally allotted her, but didn’t 
like it and tore the whole thing up, 
determined to begin over. Because 
of this, Metro gave her the time ex- 


Script Deals 


} 


nas been 


tension. Metro produced the film 
version of Mrs. Davenport's last 
novel, “Valley of Decision. 

Two other varns optioned by 


Metro at the same time on the same 
basis have been delivered. They are 
John P. Marquand’s “B.F.s Daugh- 
ter.” which has already been pub- 
lished, and “High Barbaree,” by 
Nordhoff and Hall, an original. In 
each case the author got $10,000) 
down, on the basis of an outline, | 
with Metro receiving first rejection | 
rights on the completed product. 

On the Davenport and Marquand 
properties, contracts call for fur- | 
ther lump sum payments and an | 
escalator clause on book sales if | 
Metro decides to buy screen rights, | 
as it has on “B.F.'s_ Daughter.” | 
Nordhoff and Hall got just a lump} 
sum payment. 


PREZ BIRTHDAY BALL 
KILLED BY WASH. 


Washington, Dec. 17. 


Confirming exclusive story in last 
week’s Variety, the D. C. March of 
Dimes committee voted on Friday 
(13) to kill off the President’s Birth- 
day Ball celebrations, which have al- 
ways featured the fund drive here 
and have publicized the nationwide 
collection campaign for polio vic- 
tims 

Committee, headed by City Com- 
missioner J. Russell Young, said 
there would be no dances, no “Com- 
mand Performance” legit show, no 
fund-raising dinners. Instead, the 
local effort will be concentrated on 
the collections in film houses (March 
of Dimes) and the “Mile of Dimes” 
money-raising 
radio stations. 
Jan. 15-30. 

A. Julian Brylawski (Warner 
Bros.), head of the picture organi- 
zation, said more than 60 theatres 
in this area’ had pledged coopera- 
tion. Bryson Rasch, of radio station 
WMAL, for the radio sub-committee, 
promised the support of the radio 
stations in this area. 


Drive will ru 





Legit’s Dimes Activity 


Plans to hypo 
New York in the 
Dimes campaign, similar to film- 
dom’s all-out participation, have 
been formulated with appointment 
of several legiters to head the drive. 
Lee Shubert will be the theatre di- 
vision chairman, with Marcus Hei- 
man as treasurer. Bernard Simon 
will be executive secretary and 
publicity director, with James Proc- 
tor as stage adviser to Emil C. Jen- 
sen, who is coordinator of the film 


legit activity in 
1947 March of 


division, under which the theatre 
division will operate, although on 
its own. 

Where legit raised $57,000 last 


year, this year’s quota has been set 
at $200,000. (Films, which collected 
$6,000,000 last year, has a $15,000,000 
quota for 46.) Campaign to run from 
Jan, 24 to 31, will enlist several legit 
enterprises not attempted before. 


| another 


stunt sponsored by | 
n 


Boe 
es TRS 
. SS 
SRR 
S RR 
; 









| 
{ 
| 
Sports Shorts | 
At the behest of present champ 
Guy Lombardo, the 1947 Gold 
Cup races will be subway cir- 
cuited, with contest to be held 
at Rockaway Inlet, which has 
accommodations and accessibility 
than 500,000 spectators 
Decision was reached last 
the American Powe 
Committee, with the date set 
at Aug. 12, and will mark the 
first time in past decade that 
has left Detroit 
iat racetracks are 
tightening of the 
is seen in the state- 


to more 
week 
Boat 





235th WEEK! 
KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1946” 
El Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 


“Save 


the race 
Evidence I 
feeling the 
pursestrings 
ments released last week by the 
State tax takes from the 
past racing season. While at- 
tendance increased, actual 
money bet dropped from around 
$493,000,000 of 1945 to $481,000,000 
for this year. The current sea- 


me a seat, [m coming back, 


its au million laughs.” 
BETTY GRABLE. 


on 








Havana Bistro’s Plane 
Service From Miami 


son in Miami is running so far 
below expectations at the mu- T H Ga bli R 
tuels that Tropical Park re- | 0 ypo m ing oom 


portedly in red ink operation Gran Casino Nacional, 


Cuba's largest gambling emporium, 
inaugurated a free 
service from Miami to entice the 
wealthy patronage. The 
Started its plane service Saturday 
(14) with three large airliners mak- 
ing the inaugural hop. Subsequent 
jaunts will be made with one plane. 

Service is extended to an invited 








nas 


Newspapers Pay Big 
Tribute to Runyon; 


Winchell Asks Fund 


A newspaperman’s newspaperman, 
Damon Runyon got an unusual amount | : 
of press space upon his death last “4Y of that week. Reservations are 
week, It was capped by Walter Win- made, and those accepting are served 
chell’s national appeal for a Damon | champagne and caviar canapes while 
Runyon Memorial Wing for the Me- | °” the plane. 
morial hospital, N. Y., which special-| After an evening at — 
izes in cancer research. The author- plane returns to Miami 
columnist died at the hosp. Winchell ; SUday. 


started the fund with $5,000 and, di- | one 
rectly after his newscast, wires with | AMUS BIZ BUILDING 


pledges rolled in, along with checks 
Washington, Dec. 17. 


casino, 
dawn, 


the 


at 





ranging from $1 to $20. 

Vyinchell’s $5,000 is in addition to 
5G he had given Runyon | 
some time ago for cancer research, | 
so that $10,000 becomes part of the 
fund which will be banked with |} 
Irving Trust Co. in New York. Bill | 
Curley, publisher of the N. Y. Jour- 
nal-American, will publish the roster 
of contributors. First name in was 
Irving Caesar with $100. 

Winchell plans to augment the 
} Runyon fund with a big show like 


tion of new theatres, radio and tele- 
vision stations, stadia, etc., is ex- 
pected to get under way soon as a 
result of Government relaxation of 
|} commercial building restrictions. 

| President Truman is_ reportedly 
ready to lift the nationwide ceiling 
|on commercial construction to $50,- 


ithe one he did for Navy Relief, 000,000 weekly, as against the pres- 
plus sports events, some time ir | ent $35,000,000 top. This step, it’s 
March-April, on a_ coast-to-coast | Understood, will be only the first of 


|a series of moves to increase com- 


basis. The columnist stresses that | : tg 
| mercial building. 


funds should be sent to any favorite 
| newspaper or columnist, not neces- 
| sarily to himself only. 

As Bugs Bear pointed out, nobody | 
wrote as much as Runyon. He ery 
extraordinarily prolific. He ground 
out millions of words in his more ees : 
than 40 years of American journal- noo ee rg se 
| ism, on all subjects, from sports to | death en entemsinn inmate ‘ a 
murders, from politics to humor. This | which rmitti ; t Pp or 
was in addition to his short stories | ond ent h ing aotan tam — 
about Broadway “characters,” larger | euneee ya “ ve Mater " ‘he a. te te 
a 9g “y ht national periodi- ‘tract the sma Susieeuiine po ice 9 
| cals, and the like. : ‘ : 2 

Runyon may become the subject of | P —— is sponsored and partly 
[opie tinder a "olzwood" deat | anced by the wenlthy ‘Aan Khan 
| which agent Pau mall has been | : ’ ‘ 
|handling for some time although, | Ouse in Cannes and spends much of 
while he was alive, the interest was | dh in we agy - ege he is ex- 
light. Runyon wanted $250,000 for ‘mely popular. The track is to be 
his film biographical rights. Coinci- built between Nice and Cannes, and 
dentally, he was working on a film! Will include the site of the Cannes 
script, with a Broadway background, | 8°lf course. 
in collaboration with Winchell, for 
Sir Alexander Korda. This was to Benay’s E-L Pic 

Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


have been Bing Crosby’s first Lon- 
_ Benay Venuta inked an Eagle- 


don-made pic for Korda. Deal re-| 

ged Bap nso cnt ag ge with | Lion contract for one of the comedy 
een i leads in “Repeat Performance.” 

Winchell in recent years. He and| yp; F : : ‘ 

Siachith chived cansantadnens | | Film will co-star Louis Hayward 

atter’s pia: cops-and-robbers IN | and Joan Leslie. 

! 


| calls a on hoe ae police- | Her husband, Armand Deutsch, is 


Both their columns in re- | jy» a : 
| cent months detailed some of their | ay lg Soe LER? eae 


nocturnal adventures with floating | 
(Continued on page 62) 


Martha Raye Pic Biog 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Martha Raye will play herself in 
her autobiography, to be filmed | 
independently by herself and hus- 
band Nick Condos. 

Frank Tuttle will direct, from a /| 
script on which Miss Raye collab- | 
orated. 





Aga Khan to Hypo Riviera 
With Deluxe Racetrack 


Paris, Dec. 5. 




















John Wechsberg 


tells Sow 


‘They Make the Stars 
Glitter”’ 


Susanna's Vecalisthenics 
Susanna Foster, Universal starlet, | 
who atrived in N. Y. last week from 
Coast, leaves for Europe shortly to | 
study voice for six months. 
On return, she'll combine work 





in the forthcoming 


41st Anniversary Edition of 


VARIETY 





details being withheld until arrange- 
ments are completed. 


at Universal with concert appear- 
ances. | 











Havana, | 
airplane | 


Casino | 


list who must respond by Wednes- | 


Greater activity in the construc- | 





The Berle-ing Point 


By Milton Berle 


Been having a little trouble with my Christmas gift list. .thought ¢ 
| giving Sonja Henie skates but that’s like buying Errol Flynn mistletoe 
However, I'ny not the only one having trouble: Out in Hollywood Graci 
Allen was going to send a New York friend of hers some Easter egys 
until George told her there wasn’t that much time difference between th» 
east and west coasts. Last Christmas Sidney Greenstreet played Sant 
Claus and got stuck in a hot chimney...his friends still call him Crisp. 
Kringle. And.to this day he suffers from Santa Claustrophobia 
the girls in the line at the Carnival must be southern she keeps calling 
Christmas the “You-all-tide.’ But not much ftn shopping in the 
| specialty shops...they have such narrow entrances! In fact, Jerry Colonna 
couldn't even get through one doorway until he had his mustache trimmed 
The other day I spied some musical cigaret boxes priced at $25 and $50 
| Asked the salesgir] what the difference was. She said, “With the $50 one 
vou get Petrillo’s permission.” 











One of 





it’s 


The Great Wit Way 

Joe E. Lewis claims he was born on the wrong side of the track 
to the $2 windows. 

Understand when some Hollywood actors were talking about Lassie the 
other night, one ham quipped, “And they say it shouldn't happen to , 
dog.” 

Allan Walker claims he lost his job on account of illness 
sick looking at him. 

When Peter Lorre was asked on a quiz program recently the shortes| 
way to a man’s heart, he said, “With a knife or a bullet?” 

Understand Sherman Billingsley has relaxed his resirictions 
A woman can get in now even if she owns only two mink coats. 

Know a broken-down Hellywood comic: sort of a bric-a-Bracken. 

“He must be trying to sell himself in radio as a package show!” 

“How come?” 
| “Well... he’s all wrapped up in himself.” 


nex} 


the boss goj 


slightly 


No Truth To the Rumor 


That Sally Rand is opening up a nudesreel theatre That Myron Cohen's 
next appearance will be in the Wedgwood Room of Waldorf...That Bot 
Hope will only be heard on his own program next week...That J. C 
Flippen is wearing a toupee made from J. L. Lewis’ eyvebrows...That the 
White House handles sole distribution of hand-painted ties 


| 


Hangnail Descriptions 
Ronson's theme song: The Old Lamp Lighter Gracie Allen: Queen for 
a Daze...“Years Ago’: The “March” of Time...Phil Harris’ radio show: 
| Alice in Blunder-land...Nick Kenney’s column: Nose’s prose. 





Pitching Horseshoes 


By Billy Rose 


A fellow who finances a musical show these days ought to have his head 
examined. He can get a better run for his money dropping quarters in a 


| slot machine. 
| 











Yesterday I turned down the chance to produce a musical which has all 
| the earmarks of a hit. Its expert and funny libretto is embroidered with a 
| set of tunes you'll be whistling next June. At today’s prices it will cost over 
| $200,000 to ring up the curtain. It must gross better than $25,000 a week to 
| pay operating expenses. And that’s for an average-sized show without sts 
revolving stages or fancy costumes. I decided to not do 
| season. I'm allergic to losing money and I can't afford a hit 
| When Joe Customer walks up to the boxoffice and plunks ck 
| for a chair downstairs, he probably figures the producer is making zillions. 
| In a pig’s ear! Chances are Joe Impresario is sweating to get his origina! 
| stake back. And I'm not talking about the flops which open and close like 
| camp stools. The economies of musical producing are so daffy now a show 
can be a hit and lose a bundle. 


Is “Show Boat” a good show? Try to think of a better one. The current 
| revival got rave reviews. When it closes next month it will have taken in 
| more than two million dollars, averaged better than $40,000 a week. Yet it 

will wind up $160,000 in the red. Why be a producer? You can lose your 
| shirt cheaper by sending it to the laundry. 
| ‘The mornings after “Are You With It” and “Billion Dollar Baby” opened, 
| the backers thought they had the key to Fort Knox. The shows played to 
big business for months. When they folded, the angels had had their wings 
clipped. Each of these successes lost six-figure sugar. 

“Annie Get Your Gun” isn't a hit, it’s an explosion. It cost about $350,000 
to produce. It’s been grossing $45,000 a week for 30 weeks. If it sells every 
seat for another 30, the backers will be exactly even. Shucks, they were 
even before they started. 

Remember, these are the figures on hits. For every hit there were at 
least five turkeys. A conservative guess is that two million dollars were 
dropped on the “Nellie Blys,” “Girl From Nantuckets,” “Around the Worlds” 
| and a dozen other fumbles. 
| What makes these cardboard-and-rhinestone shaufspiels cost so much? 
Why should a make-believe kitchen cost more than a home on Long Island 
with real plumbing? Why does an obscure hoofer Who's on stage 24 
minutes a week earn more than a nationally known artist like Thomas 
Benton? Well, to begin with, show business isn’t a business. It’s a crap 
game. And there are no small salaries around a gambling house. Prices 
were crazy when I hit the street fifteen years ago. Today they’re plain 
astronomy. 

The showgirl costume they used to nick me a hundred bucks for is now 
five hundred. Scenery, props, electrical equipment—you'd think they were 
| made by Tiffany. Designers and directors get more than bank presidents. 
Teamsters, stagehands, musicians earn as much as big league ball players. 
I’m in favor of their getting that kind of money—as long as it isn't mine. 

I once took the Hippodrome apart and produced a piece of tinsel and 
thunder there called “Jumbo.” The bill was $280,000. I doubt whether I 
could duplicate it now for a million. I hate to think what it would cost 
to do an Aquacade these days. And so, until it costs less to dance. Little 
Willie is going to sit it out. 

That fresh green money is getting scarce again. I think ticket prices will 
| have to come down. To get six dollars a ducat next season, you'll prob- 
es have to show them the Burning of Pompeii with hot and cold dancing 
} Zirls. 

“Look at that chump blowing the whistle on his own racket,” I can 
hear the wise guys saying. “He owns a theatre and needs big musicals to 
keep him fat and happy.” Well, nothing I say will keep producers from 
producing. Like the Norwegian rodent called the lemming, every so 
often they'll feel the compelling urge to march to the sea, throw themselves 
in and drown. They'll get to thinking of “Oklahoma” and “Life with 
Father” and chop open the kid’s piggy bank. 

There's a cute story about fellows who do musical shows. The business 
agent for the musicians’ union told a little East Side producer the pit band 
would have to get a twenty percent increase. “That's impossible!” screamed 
the producer. “Two years ago you hit me for a fifteen per cent raise. 
That season I lost $8,000. Last year, you jacked me up another ten per cent. 
I lost $17,000. What do you want to do—put me in bankruptcy?” 

The union delegate said, “If you're losing that kind of money, wouldn't 
it be smarter to close the theatre?” 

“Don't talk crazy,” snapped the producer. “If I close the theatre, how 
am I going to make a living?” 


(Copyright, 1946, Billy Rose) 
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Selznick Plans to 
This Week; UA 


David O. Selznick’s forces yester- + 
day (Tuesday) were juggling pos- 
sible deals with three film companies 
for physical distribution of the prod- 
uct of the new Selznick Releasing 
Organization. It was anticipated 
that an arrangement would be sewed 
up by the end of this week or early 
next week. 

With such subsidiary organizations 
as Ross Federal and Railway Ex- 
press eliminated as possibility for 
handling SRO prints, and direct de- 


nial made that states-rights would 
be considered, Selznickites were 


concentrating on getting a deal from 
among the eight majoi and three 
minor companies which have nation- 


wid releasing facilities. There , 
would be no great surprise in the 
trade if Selznick came up with a 


deal with a company such as Metro, 
with some sort of combination par- 
tial sales arrangement, 

On other fronts, meantime, things 
were pretty much at a_ standstill 
while lawyers and execs on both 
coasts masterminded the next steps 
as result of the action of United Art- 
ists’ board last week in deciding to 
move legally toward ousting Selz- 
nick from ownership in and distri- 
bution via the company. 

Masterminding 

In Hollywood, Selznick, Neil Ag- 

new, his distribution chief, who'll be 


prexy of SRO, and Dan O'Shea, 
who'll be chairman of the board, 
were plotting their moves. They 


had been delayed by O’Shea’s ab- 
sence until Monday (16) at the Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester, Minn. Plans are 
expected to be completed by tonight 
(Wednesday) with Agnew returning 
to New York tomorrow to carry 
through on building up the new dis- 
tributing organization Selznick an- 
nounced last Wednesday. 

In New York, the law firm of John 
W. Davis—Davis, Polk, Wardwell, 
Gardiner & Reed—has agreed to 
consider representing UA in the suit 
it wants to file against Selznick. 
Davis told a committee of the board 
who called on him last week that 
other commitments do not prevent 
him from accepting the case, but 
he is now giving consideration to 
UA'’s legal position. If he feels it is 

(Continued on page 31) 


‘Chris Blake’ and ‘Joan’ 
(With Ingrid a Must) 
Hot H’ wood Interest 


Moss Hart’s “Christopher Blake” 
and the Ingrid Bergman starrer, 
“Joan of Lorraine.” are receiving 
top attention from film companies 
gunning for screen rights to legiters. 
Warner Bros., Universal-Interna- 
tional and 20th-Fox are leading con- 
tenders for the Hart play, while 
virtually all of the majors have 
made advances regarding “Joan.” 

Catch with “Joan” is that no 
Studio wants the play unless it can 
get Miss Bergman to repeat her 
Stage role in the film. It's under- 
stood she’s not adverse to that, but 
will not commit herself, referring 
all inquiries from film companies 
to her attorney on the Coast. Max- 
well Anderson wrote the play, which 

(Continued on page 29) 
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H'’wood Gal Newsies 
Ready ‘Co-op’ Awards 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Golden Apple and Crab Apple 
awards will be handed out by the 
Holly wood Women's Press Club at 
its annual dinner at the Hollywood 
Athletic Club, Dec. 23. Ballots have 
been mailed to members to deter- 
mine the most cooperative and most 
Ungooperative thesps, male and 
female, in the film industry. 

Joan Crawford and Gregory Peck 
were handed the gilded accolade last 
year, with Greer Garson and Fred 
MacMurray on the other end. Miss 
saw ford and Peck are leading can- 
idates for cooperation this year, 
with June Haver, Joan Fontaine, 
— Andrews and Glenn Ford as 
a se 9 Mentioned as noOn-co-ops 

© 4ngrid Bergman, Betty Grable, 

‘nger Rogers, Katharine Hepburn, 


4 
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Set Releasing 
Setting Legal Rep 


Jacob Wilk 
Eastern production head of 
Warner Bros. 





complains that there is 


“No Organized System to | | 
Develop New Talent for 
Pix, Radio or Legit’ 


* 2 * 


en editorial feature 


of the forthcoming 
41st Anniversary Number 


ef 
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MPA ‘47 Budget 
At $1,100,000 


Budget for 1947 of the Motion 
Picture Assn., approved at the meet- 
ing of the board in Washington last 
week, calls for total expenditure of 
$1,100,000. That's about $75,000 more 
than the budget for the current year. 
It does not include the cost of opera- 
tion of the MPA's Coast branch, the 
Motion Picture Producers’ Assn., un- 
der which Joe Breen's Production 
Code Administration falls MPPA | 
has its own budget. 


Fiscal setup okayed by the dizec- | 
torate, consisting of toppers of seven | 
major companies (all but United 
Artists, which is not a member), in- 


same activities as in the past. There 


were merely a few minor shifts in 
allocations. 
Only activity which got an im- 


portant tilt in coin allotied ft is the 
Statistical research department. It 
was handed $75,000—about' twice 
what it got in 1946. That's a reflec- 
tion of prexy Eric Johnston's state- 
ment last year that the motion pic- 
ture industry knows less about it- 
self than any other major industry 
in the country. MPA now has sur- 
veys in progress on both the domes- 
tic and international front. 


Johnston wae in New York Mon- 
day for the Motion Picture Export 
Assn’s meeting and then headed for 
his home in Spokane, Wash., to 
spend the holidays. He'll also make 
a series of speeches in that area. 
He'll go from there to Hollywood 
about Jan. 2 to spend two weeks in 
huddles with studio heads before re- 
turning to his headquarters in Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


MAYER VICE MILLIKEN 


Gerald M. Mayer 
aging director of 
Division of the Motion 
Assn. of America on Jan. 1, it was 
revealed in N, Y. yesterday (Tues.). 
Car! Milliken will relinquish 
duties as head 
Division then, but will continue as 
secretary of MPA and devote most 
of his time to development of teach- 
ing films and audio-visual aid for 
schools for the association. Milli- 
ken will have been with MPA 21 
years next Jan. 1. 

This change in MPA’s Interna- 
tional Division is confirmation of 
VARIETY s story about six months ago 
when Eric Johnston, MPA prexy, re- 
vealed that Milliken was 
down as foreign chief. Change is in 


becomes man- 


younger men in active posts of the 
association. 


AS MPA FOREIGN CHIEF 


the International | 
Picture | 


his | 
of the International | 


40 RECORD GAIN 


| 46 loc: 


115%; 


| receipt of a penny more in grosses 
| for the year. Savings were whittled 
| somewhat 
| filed consolidated tax returns during | 


| for earnings of any 


; ; lin China—through 
cludes allowances for just about the | 





| 
| 


| 
| 


stepping | 


line with Johnston's policy of getting | 


Mayer leaves for Hollywood on 
Dec, 27 to meet studio heads and 
discuss the international situation 
with them. This is preparatory to 
going to Europe with Johnston in| 
April. 


Maver. who was associate directo | 


of the International Division, was 


with the MPA about nine 





Frank Sinatr i 
a , Yr 
Charles peat Bing Crosby and 


He recently returned from a brief 


trip overseas with Johnston. 


months. | 


| 
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EXPLAINS 64% OF RKO's Dore Schry 
His Getting 100% Prod. Control 


meteoric 
for | 


the 
earnings 


Prime 
rise in 


promoter of 
film company 


| 1946 has been the repeal of the Fed- | 
|eral excess profits tax. 


With seven | 


majors (all except United Artists) | 
scoring a grand-slam gain of $55,- | 


| 000,000 over last year’s record $65,- | 
| 000,000 64% 


of that sum, or an esti- 
mated $35,000,000, was the Big 
Seven’s savings from Congressional 
action which erased the tax at the 
outset of the year, analysis by 


| VARIETY discloses. 


The $20,000,000 balance for the 
vear of unprecedented eurnings are 


attributable to three factors. First, 
fa 10° increase in b.o. sales from | 
an average of 42'sc per patron to} 


second, a boost in foreign 
business, estimated between 10 and 
and third, a hike in actual pa- 
tronage at the theatres. 

Answering the question of what 
has accounted for the almost 100% 
in returns to the company during 
the current stanza, breakdown indi- 
cates that, because of tax repeal, net 
would have advanced 50% without 


fact that 





by companies 


war years, combining excess tax 
with regular 40% income tax bite. | 


(Continued on page 70) 


Metro Bikes Same Print 
To 3 Chinese First Runs; 
Sets New U.S. Pic Mark 


Metro has just broken the record 
American film 
the novel ex- 





this was done Mr. Truman removed 


pedient of bicycling a single print | 


back and forth between three differ- 


ent theatres in Canton to give the 
picture a first run in three houses 
simultaneously. 


Film was “Bathing Beauty,” which | 
grossed $15,000,000 (Chinese) on its | 


opening day in the three houses and 
then went ahead to chalk up $20,- 
000,000 (Chinese) the first Sunday of 
its engagement. (Present rate of ex- 
change is about 3,000 to 1.) Record 


is especially good since Canton, un- | 


like cosmopolitan Shanghai, is just 
beginning to emerge from the rav- 


(Continued on page 29) 








i 
Eric Johnston 


(President, Motion Picture Assn. of 
America) 


believes that 
“0. S. Films, a World 
Target Today, Nonetheless 
Welcoine Competition” 
* * * * 
en editorial feature 
ef the forthcoming 


41st Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 














Truman Shakeup 


Of Pic-Air Media 


Washington, Dec. 17. 

Government liaisons with the film 
and radio industries were shifted 
last week into a resurrected Office 
of Government Reports, as the Pres- 
ident shook up several of the re- 
maining war agencies, merging them 
into an Office of Temporary Con- 
trols. 

Office of War Mobilization and Re- 
conversion was one of the several 
thrown into catch-all OTC, but as 





the film and radio functions, blew 
new life into OGR, and parked the 
media units there. OGR was a per- 
manent White House adjunct which 
was wiped out in 1942 and its tune 
tions transferred to the Office of War | 
Information. | 

Arch Mercey, head of the former 
Motion Picture Division, Office of 
War Mobilization and Reconversion, 
explained that there was no weak- 
ening of the division as the official 
liaison between the Government de- 
partments and the industry. 

“The functions and problems of 
the Motion Picture Division,” he 
said, “will remain exactly the same 
as were outlined during the recent 


(Continued on page 29) 











National Boxoffice Survey 


Biz Hit by 


Usual pre-Christmas slump this 
week is being accelerated by 
and colder weather in several key 


cities. Net result is that biz is drag- 
ging bottom at many _ theatres. 
“Strange Woman” (UA) is edging 


into the lead as top grosser in this 
lack-lustre session with “Blue 
Skies” (Par), now mainly extended- 
run, a close second. 

Others in the top big-money five 
are “Till Clouds Roll By” (M-G), 
“Undercurrent” (M-G) and “Razor's 
Edge” (20th). “Edge” and “Clouds” 
this class 


are in strictly on their 
N. Y. playdates. The others in the 
Big 10 are “Dark Mirror’ (U), 


“Never Say Goodbye” 
turne’ (RKO), “Darling Clementine” 
(20th) and “Verdict” (WB). 





Veteran film writer-producer 


Alfred Cohn 
recalls 
“When Hollywood 
Was Young” 


highlighting some memorable 
anecdotes 
of silent days 
in the forthcoming 


41st Anniversary Edition of 


VARIETY 











Seasonal Trend—‘Woman,’ 
‘Clouds,’ ‘Undercurrent,’ ‘Edge’ the Big Five 


snow | 
| product 


;pace in Los Angeles, “The Show- 
Off” (M-G), new Red Skelton com- 
edy. is doing nicely there. It shows 


(WB), “Noc- | 


| badly on first N. Y. holdover session, 


‘Skies,’ 


Most theatres are merely coasting 
currently, holding back on_ prize 

until the Christmas - New 
holidays. Many exhibs are 
fresh fare a few days 
before Xmas. Result is that the 
small number of strong pix now 
playing are those that opened sev- 
eral weeks ago. An example of this 
is “Mirror’ which started in only a 
few situations this stanza although 
now playing some eight keys on 
holdover or extended-run dates. 

Despite the drastically slackened 


Year's 
bringing in 


the greatest promise of newcomers | 


this week aside from “Woman.” 
“The Chase” (UA) shapes compara- | 
tively better in several key cities 
this week than it did in N. Y. 
“Magnificent Doll’ (U) is sagging 


duplicating the general experience 
of this film elsewhere. 

“Plainsman and Lady” (Rep) looks 
fairly good in Philadelphia with 
stage layout. “Best Years of Lives” | 
(RKO), which opens two-a-day and 
also continuous run in several keys 
soon, is holding strongly in fourth 
frame at N. Y. Astor despite every- 














|thing including the film’s length. | 


“Bachelor's Daughters” (UA) will 
do fairly well in San Francisco this | 
week, “Always Loved You” (Rep », | 
which just missed the Big 10 this | 
round, bucked the tide by teeing off | 
nicely in Denver and strongly in | 
Montreal. 


' 
(Complete B.O. Reporis P. 18-19.) 


@ Whether 


Deal Depends On 


complete 
RKO production are to 
to Dore Schary 


pewers over 
be handed 
was the subject of 


the RKO board meeting in New 
York Monday (16) attended by N. 
Peter Rathvon, prexy and _ studio 


head. RKO has been making a pitch 
for a month or more to lasso Schary, 
who doesn’t want to make the move 
from his present tieup with David 
O. Selznick unless he can be as- 
sured he'll have no _ interference 
with his powers at the RKO studio. 

Rathvon, on the other hand, it is 
understood, is reluctant to give up 
his supervisory role over RKO pro- 
duction. He has parlayed the duties 


of RKO studio head, prexy and 
board chairman since the death of 
production chief Charles Koerner 
last winter. 

Schary has 18 months to go on 
a contract ‘with Selznick. Latter has 
backed Schary fully in his desire 


for full control at RKO, refusing to 
release him unless~ such power is 
granted. Selznick is also seeking 
compensation for the company for 
tearing up Schary’s pact. It’s under- 
stood he desires player, director, 
producer loans or some other such 


form of return, 

Whole matter was discussed at 
length at the RKO board huddle 
Monday, with Rathvon staying in 


New York the rest of the week for 
further talks on the subject. Pleasant 
plans call for him to leave for the 
studio Friday (20). 

Rathvon also attended the meeting 
of the Motion Picture’ Export Assn. 
in New York, Monday. He was in- 
strumental in devising the idea of 
an MPEA and considers it his 
“baby.” 


RADIO PHONES TO LINK 
STUDIO, LOCATION UNITS 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Pictorial Products has been 
granted permission by Federal Com- 
munications Commission to construct 
seven radio-telephone stations to 
serve as communications media be- 
tween film studios and troupes on 
location. Service will be made 
available to all picture companies 
after first of the year for the west- 
ern area. 

Outfit, headed by G. J. Altfilisch, 
will set up a central station in Los 
mobile stations. 
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Since 1905, ‘Variety’ has been the ONLY INTER- 
NATIONALLY recognized buying and selling guide 


in Show Business. 


. * ® * * * * 


This year, the 4lst Anniversary of concentrated 


reporting to Show Business, ‘Variety’ becomes more 
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and more important to the trade as the most influ- 


ential international guide for buying and selling. 
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world-wide staff, the Anniversary Number affords you 


a perfect sales medium for your own sales story. 
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~ Exhibs’ Idea of 


‘Losing Money’ 


Indicative of the feeling among top distribution execs regarding the 
current raft of complaints raised by exhibs against high rental terms is 


that expressed by a sales manager for one of the majors 


exhibitor complains that he’s losing 
ing too much for product,” the sales 


“When an 
money today because he’s spend- 
manager said, “he means that he’s 


probably making $1,800 a week now instead of the $2,000 a week he 


made last year. 


And he calls that * 


losing money’, 


Exhibs have no right to kick if skyrocketing production costs force 


upped rentals on pictures, the sales chief said, because they haven't 


investment in a 
course, point to 
in rebuttal.] 


picture 
the 


“as much 
{Exhibs, of 
businesses, etc., 


investment in 


ws the producer or 


their 


distributor.” 
theatres, their 








— 





With opening of Frank Capra's 4 
“It's a Wonderful Life” scheduled 
for the Globe, N. Y., Saturday (21) 
argument has sharpened among dis- 
tribs and theatremen as to relative 
values in film rentals, prestige and | 
advertising of a long-run in one of 
the Broadway limited-seaters§ as 
against the giant Music Hall. While 
Harry Brandt, operator of the Globe, 
maintains that “Life” will take out 
of his house considerably more in 
rentals than it would from the M. H., 
most distribs have no hesitancy in 
saying they'd prefer the big Rocke- 
feller operation in any case. 

Strong film, playing eight 
at the Hall, can take out in rentals 
between $300,000 and $350,000. If 
“Life” can get a 30-week run at the | 
Globe, Brandt figures it will take | 
out $700,000 in film rentals. More ! 
conservative estimators see a _ 20- 
week run possible, with RKO, the 
distribs, getting about $400,000 in 
that period. 

While it thus appears feasible that 
a picture could earn more for itself | 
in the 1,500-seater on Broadway than 
in the 6,000-seat Music Hall, distribs 
are not unmindful of the advertising 
and prestige that 


weeks 





goes with playing | 

“The Showcase of the Nation” and 

Say it may account in out-of-town 
(Continued on page 29) 


SCHINE LOSES AGAIN 
BEFORE SUPREME CT. 


Washington, Dec. 17. 

The U.S. Supreme Court yesterday 
(16) refused to review the anti-trust 
conviction of the Schine chain, larg- 
est independent film circuit in the 
eountry, The Schine organization 
was found guilty of monopolizing ex- 
hibition in 


120 towns in which its 
houses are located, by depriving 
competitors of first runs and by 


other trade practices found in vio- 
lations of the Sherman act. 

The trial court is now considering 
a reorganization plan for the Schine 
circuit, which has theatres in New 
York, Ohio, Kentucky, Maryland, 
Delaware and Virginia. Case was 
found to be similar to the Crescent 
Theatre case which the Justice De- | 
partment won all the way up and 
through the Supreme Court. 

There was no comment here by 
Justice Department spokesmen. 
Schine can appeal for a rehearing, 
but there is not much expectation in 
Washington that the Supreme Court | 
would grant it. 

_Meantime, the Government is get- 
ting ready to file its appeal in the 
Griffith Theatre circuit suit which 
it has lost in the lower court. The 
appeal document is now being 
Studied by the solicitor general and 
Will be filed by next Monday, the 
deadline. The Griffith theatres are 
located in the Southwest. Gevern- 
ment hopes to win in the Supreme 
Court on grounds that the situation 


IS Similar to the Schine and Crescent 
Cases, . 








Mel Douglas Wins M-G 
Pact Windup in Court 

Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 
Melvyn Douglas won a judgment 
an Metro in Superior Court, 
aoe ee his player contract on 
ec. 14. 1947. Actor, who signed on 


port 14, 1940, was upheld in his | 
liy tention that seven years is the | 
mit of a labor contract under the | 
California law. 
wee declared he signed a} 

ver of his rights when he joined 


the Army and 


the owed the studio | 
‘ree more years 


of service. } 


apra Pic Into Globe, N. Y., Raises 
Comparison of Rentals With the M. H. 





‘advertising 


“Stop Thief!” 
cries 
Alan Hynd 
* * * 
an editorial feature 
in the forthcoming 
41st Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 











Harry Cohn’s Colorful 
Lingo Too Hot for Him 
Testifies Chas. Vidor 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Robert Taplinger yesterday 
(16) was arrested on contempt 


of court charges for failing to 
answer a subpoena as witness in 
the Harry Cohn-Charles Vidor 
suit. Taplinger was cited in a 
bench warrant issued by Federal 
Judge Ben Harrison, who will 
hear Taplinger’s plea Friday (20). 


Problem 
“when is a 
word?” 


before the court is 
cuss word not a cuss 
Various forms of southpaw 


verbiage were heard by Federal 
Judge Ben Harrison in Charles 
Vidor’s suit to void his $2,500-a+ 


week director contract with Harry 
Cohn, president of Columbia Pic- 
tures, and the dialog, which could 
never pass the Johnston office, will 
go on for another week. 


Vidor not only wants his pact an- 
nulled but demands $78,000 because, 


he says, Cwuun’s picturesque lan- 
guage ruined his appetite and 
caused him mental anguish. Testi- 
mony by various witnesses was 


punctuated by unquotable epithets. 


Witnesses were the principals, their 
wives, Rufus LeMaire, Evelyn Keyes, 
Stephen Garay, Glenn Ford and 
others. Absent from the witness 
stand was Robert Taplinger, for- 
merly with Columbia and recently 
signed as publicity chief for Enter- 
prise. Taplinger was reported ill 
in New York, but was ordered to 
appear in court this week, or else. 


Taplinger Vice Schulberg 
At Enterprise Prod. 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Robert Taplinger succeeds B. P. 
Schulberg. who recently resigned, as 
veepee of Enterprise in charge of 
publicity and advertising to become 
a producer again. He'll probably 
release through Ent. 

Deal 


was engineered by Charles 


| Kinfeld, for whom Taplinger worked 


at Warners. Latter was studio pub- 
licity director at WB when Einfeld 
was vice-president in charge of WB 
and publicity. 

Enterprise, at a special meeting of 
the board of directors, elected 
Joseph C. Gilpin to the vice-presi- 
dency, in addition to his current 
chores as production manager. 

Gilpin was manager at 
Warners and Columbia before join- 
ing Enterprise. 


studio 


ys 
> 
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i | j 
Advertising film distribs are wind- 
ing up the top year in the history 
industry after crowding 
the tune of a $10,- 
for °46. Business 
of pushing celluloid, selling every- 
thing from $5,000 tractors on a na- 
tional basis to a stick of gum at the 
|local candystore, climbed 40% in 
1945 and an equal percentage during 
| the current stanza. Things reached 
jsuch a pass in °46 that one 
peeved over the rash 
plugs for commercial 


Clogging the 


passed an 


a 











of thei: 
nabe screens to 


| 500,000 total take 


| town, 
second 


ucts local screens, 


ordinance barring them 


| 


| altogether. 


Iowa | 
of 30- | 
prod- | 


Those exhibs going whole-hog for 


|program of flicker plurging, and 
i/some 12,000 houses are open to of- 
fers, made themselves up to $1,000 
|in extra change for the year. That's 
if they handled an average of six 
merchants and played each for the 


| . . 
| customary series of 26 weeks. In the 


main, theatres running the commer- 


cial briefies are subsequent-run 
nabes, but some first-runs are ad- 
dicted to the habit including im- 


|portant circuits such as the Para- 
i'mount-affiliated Butterfield and Nace 
chains, and the Griffith circuit. 
Opinion is split over the feasibility 
of garnering added coin through the 
ad-pix, distribs of these films con- 
cede. “Some of the theatre men think 
they're boxoffice poison and won't 
touch them with the proverbial 
| pole,” one exec said. “On the other 
lhand, there’s lots more who have 
|}their patrons used to the idea and 
lose nothing by playing them while 
| picking up some fancy extra cash. 
The Iowa incident occurred because 
of poor management. A smart 
won't let a theatre play 
advertising 


sales- 
man 
than 
time.” 
Exhibs are paid off on an estimate 
(Continued on 29) 


more 


four films at a 


page 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
In a broadcast slated to be car- 
|ried tomorrow (Wednesday) from 
| KFWB, Jack Warner will inform 
| representatives Of the French Broad- 
| casting System how the Warners 
| studio has plans for heavy expan- 
| 
| 


sion of 16m films, both in produc- 
and distribution. 


| via shortwave and plattered for 
release on the Coast, the five-minute 
interview states the narrow-gauge 
films will be distributed on a world- 
wide basis but that standard 35m 
| production by Warners will be con- 

fined te the British Isles. Interview 
| platters, arranged for by the North 

American service of the French 
| system, were shipped here via plane 
| from New York. 


Jack Warner From Abroad 
Says WB Plans More 16m 


| film, 


~ COMMERCIAL FILMS’ ’46 JACKPOT 








James J. Geller 
satirizes a 
Holiywood story conference 
in 
“Let's Be Original’’ 
* * a 


an editorial feature 
of the forthcoming 


11st Anniversary Num ber 


of 


VARIETY 











‘Abie’ Getting Top Dates 
Despite Some Protests; 


9 Minor Cuts Made 


Although some of the homeoffice 
execs of both Paramount and War- 
ner Bros. have expressed opposition 
to their circuits’ playing “Abie’s 
Irish Rose” (UA), no official word 
has gone out forbidding bookings in 
the companies’ theatres, it has been 


‘UA Indies Moving Into MPEA; Maas 
) WARES Pacts Polish Deal for U. S. Films 


+ Two major developments were re- 


learned, Widespread squawks against | 
alleged racial caricatures in the film | 


have, as a matter of fact, had little 
influence on bookings to date, partic- 
ularly in small towns, 

Survey on contracts obtained by 
United Artists for the Bing Crosby 
independent production reveal 
beside coming in rather rapidly 
for the amount of time the sales 
force has been peddling “Abie,” the 
deals are on very favorable ferms. 
Virtually all are at top figures—35% 


and 40%—and call for preferred 
|playing time. Many also provide 


| minimum guarantee to the producer. 


Paramount's affiliate. the Wilby- 
|Kincey circuit, operating a large 
chain in the south, has booked 


“Abie” for virtually all of its houses. 
Pic opens on Broadway at the end 
of this week. 

In response to beefs against treat- 
ment of Jews and Catholics in the 
nine cuts were made during 
the past week. Most of them were 


‘said to be minor, eliminating words 
land phrases to which objection has 


| 
| 
' 


Picked up by New York’s WOR! 


been raised because they accentuated 
racial characteristics. 

Blast by Bennie Berger, of Minne- 
apolis, head of North Central Allied, 
last week, drew a sharp retort from 
Grad Sears, UA distribution chief. 
He called Berger's complaints “un- 
founded, reckless and 
and said “such minor objections as 
have been made by competent 
authorities have been rectified.” 

It has been learned that objec- 

(Continued on page 29) 





Par Putting Excess Cash Back 


Into Common Stock Acquisitions 


In a move to further solidify its | however, has not scored any siz- 
financial position and put excess | able advance in price, since the 
| 5 i gee ae. |company has been careful not to 
cash, garnered in its banner year, lump its bids to the point where it 
to work, Paramount is picking UP | would force a steep rise. 
substantial blocks of its own com-| Company's turn to whittling the 


mon stock. Gunning the new fiscal 
policy in the latter part of Novem- 
ber, company has already expended 
an estimated $1,300,000 in acquiring 
40.000 shares of common on 
New York Stock Exchange. 
has been bought within the 
31-34 points, with 23,700 
shares acquired in November and 
the balance during the first two 
weeks of the current menth. 


some 
the 

Stock 
range of 


Par’s action was predicted by 
|prexy Barney Balaban in a report 
to the stockholders several months 


ago. Balaban at that time sdid that 
the company would follow a highly 
flexible program as to time and price 
of the stock. Par’s buying powe! 
is @évidenced in the market by ac- 
celerated turnover of company’s 
icommon in the past month. Stock, 


7,500,000 shares 
deemed logical step since Par has 
already retired its fixed 
ness. By this added move, company 
is further decreasing proportion of 
its outstanding obligations to its fixed 
and current assets. 

Understood that anti-trust decree 
provisions are an added reason for 
the newly initiated policy. Of Par’s 
1,400 theatres, some 1,100 are 
owned with partners, and the partial 
divestment proviso hits the com- 
pany hardest. Par’s toppers see a 
future need for treasury stock to 
be used in buying out partners’ in- 


outstanding is 


co- 


'terests in theatres and prefer lining 


Par’s coffers with outstanding stock 
for that exigency rather than issue 
new stock when the need for it 
arises. 


that, | 


ill-advised” | 





| 
| 


| 





indebted- | 


vealed at the meeting of the Motion 
Picture Export Assn., chairmanned 
iby Eric Johnston, in New York, Mon- 
day (16). They are 

l. Virtually all of United Artists’ 
producers have agreed to come into 
the MPEA-—-some with minor reser- 
vations—and UA will function 
abroad as a full partner in the Assn. 

z VU." S. 


pictures will shortly be 
going into Poland. An agreement 
has been reached with the Polish 
government for a limited number of 
imports annually, similar to the ar- 
rangement now in 
slovakia. 

Johnston, who is prexy of the 
MPEA as well as the Motion Picture 
Assn., also reprised his findings on 
his recent London trip for the benefit 
of the assembled execs, who included 
| presidents and chiefs of foreign de- 
| partments of most of the eight mem- 
|} ber MPEA companies. As he did 
|at the MPA board meeting last week, 
Johnston emphasized the necessity 
of giving British pix every possible 
break in playing time and. terms in 
this country to head off greater re- 
strictions on U. S. films by the Eng- 
lish when the present quota law ex- 
pires in March, 1948. 

Harry Buckley, UA secretary, re- 
ported on success of the company’s 

(Continued on page 29) 


force in Czecho- 








WB, LeROY TIFF ENDS 
‘FOUNTAINHEAD’ DEAL 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Deal between Mervyn Le Roy and 
Warners for the production of “The 
Fountainhead” was ,called off after 
an explosive conference in which 
the contract was dissolved. 

Pact was made several years ago 
when Le Roy organized Arrowhead 
Productions while still on the War- 
ner lot. Since then he has directed 
one picture, “Without Reservations,” 
for Jesse L. Lasky. Meanwhile, he 
signed to direct “The Robe,” post- 
poned because of space shortage at 
RKO, and the Selznick production, 
“Little Woman,” another deal that 
fell through. 

A conference with Harry M. War- 
ner over production of “Fountain- 
head” last week led to a blowup 
over “personal and family affairs.” 
Understood Le Roy drew an ad- 
vance of around $45,000 on the deal. 





Pressburger’s 3 Months’ 
0.0.; Goldwyns’ Quickie 


Hollywood producer Arnold Press- 
burger left New York on the Queen 
Elizabeth, Saturday (14) for three 
months in England, France and 


Italy. In Italy he'll search for loca- 
tions for shooting of Somerset 
Maugham’s “Then and Now,” his 


next picture, while in England and 
France he'll huddle with business 
associates. He produced, before the 
war, in both countries. 


Also on the Elizabeth was Samuel 
Goldwyn and his wife, Frances, who 
went to London to spend Christmas 
with Sam, Jr., now aide to British 
producer Sydney Box. They'll be 
back on the return trip of the Eliza- 
beth at the end of this month. 


Other filmites on the ship included 
Ben Goetz, Metro’s British chief, and 
Vincent Korda, associated as a direc- 
tor with his brother, Sir Alexander 
Korda. 


P-T Sheds Six Films 


For ’47 Par Release 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Six features will be produced by 
Pine-Thomas in 1947 for Paramount 
release. List includes “Hard to 
Kill,” “Waterfront at Midnight,” 
“Mr. Reckless,” “Liquid Gold” and 
two of the “Big Town” Series. 
and ready for release 
Town,” “I Cover Big 
Town,” “Danger Street,” “Seven 
Were Saved,” “Fear in the Night,” 
“Jungle Flight” and the high-bud- 
| geter, “Adventure Island.” 


Completed 
are “Big 
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James Mason Forgets His Garbomg 


And Spills a Few Thousand Words 


British star James Mason looked ¢ 
set this week to have his current 
sixmonth vacation in the U. S. in- 
terrupted by a pair of lawsuits 
one by him against J. Arthut Rank 
and the other by David Rose against 
him. Meanwhile, atte. be marked | 
down in tl black book of the Ame 
ican press for Garboing the report 
ers. Mason switched his technique 
poured Scotch and charm fon 

} 


rasn | 


papermen, and broke out 1 


< interviews In (| S. papers auring 

past 
Both and Rose 

(cryptically came in for | 


news | 

} 

| 

Veek 


Rank 
identified) 


ine 


fnamea) 


plenty of mean words from the Brit- 


ish star. Likewise, many of the pic- 
tures hes been 1n including 
“Wicked Lady which the Rank 
forces are opening at the Winter 
Garden on Broadway thi. Saturday 
(21) 

In fact. “Lady” is the source of 
Mason's contemplated sult against 
the British produce! ] London 
lawvers, he sak are now doing 
what they can to stop the picture.” 


His objection to it is the re-editing 
for American audiences at the 
insistence of the Johnston office 
He clause in his contract, he 
stated, which prohibits changes mn 
his scenes or dialog after he has 
approved them. In this case, “points” 


done 


has a 


in his dialog were “chopped off.” he 
told interviewer Tom Pryor of the 
N. Y. Times 

As for Rose. who recently re- 


signed as Paramount's United King- 
dom managing director to go into 
production and announced he had a 
five-year pact with Mason, the stat 
and his wife. Pamela Kellino, also 
a British player, had unkind 
words, too. They came out in an in- 
terview with 7? ouise Levitas in PM. 
the Masons’ explanation of why he 


some 


had never acceptee a Hollywood 
pact. 

It was because “we don't adore 
film executives,” said Mrs. Mason, 


who happens to be the daughter of 
British film executive Isidore Ostrer. 
“Yes.” that’s it,” volunteered hubby 
James. “We've had a bad time with 
Hollywood executives. We have the 
same sort at home, too.” 


Then the star reiated for the 
press his experience with “one Hol- 
(Continued on page 31) 


20th-Fox’s London, Paris 
Offices to Be Expanded 


London and Paris story depart- 
ments of 20th-Fox are due for fur- 
ther expansion following the visit 
to Europe of Joe Moskowitz, vice- 
president and eastern studio rep of 
the company, who returned to the 
U. S. Thursday (12) on the Queen 
Elizabeth. Moskowitz said that he 
had already enlarged the London 
story. offices, placing in charge 
Archibald Ogden, former head of the 
Council of Books in Wartime in the 
British capital. 

Film exec said he had also begun 
plans for the expansion of the Paris 
office. He stated that the writing 
currently being produced in Eu- | 
rope is far superior, for film pur- 
poses, to anything which has come 
out of there in the past, and the ex- 
pansion of story departments is de- 
signed to take advantage of this new 
output. 

Moskowitz said that at present 
there are no production plans by 
20th-Fox for overseas locations. He 
added that he wasn't in Europe long , 
enough to look for any new talent. 
but of one thing he was certain— 
current British and French stage 
productions have nothing to offer for 
American screen purposes. Moskow- | 
itz returns to Europe in June. 


Eddie Aaron to Supe M-G 
Shorts Plus Other Work 


Eddie Aaron has been named to 
take over as general sales manager 
for Metro shorts, with the new job 
to be concurrent with his 
chores as assistant general 
manager. Shorts job is 
new one, since its been unfilled 
since Fred Quimby went to the 
Coast several years ago to take over 
as production chief of the Metro 
briefies. 

Aaron is planning special treat- 
ment for the shorts and has ap- 
poirted one man in each of the com- 
pany’s 31 exchanges to concentrate | 
on their sales. He's presently work- | 
ing on several new ideas for shorts 
distribution methods. 


present 
sales- 


almost a 





Leonard L. Levinson 
does a preview on the 
Oscar Sweepstakes Jitters 


in a humorous playlet 


**Powder Room” 


* * * 
on editorial feature 
in the forthcoming 

L1st Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 


No MCA Shakeup 


Says Wasserman 











Lew Wasserman, newly elected 
president of Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica—with Jules C. Stein, founder of 


MCA, moving up to chairman of the 
board—stresses on the eve of his re- 


turn to Beverly Hills from New 
York that “the same policies as set 
down by J. C. Stein will obtain; 


there will be no shakeups: no whole- 


sale shifting of personnel and, no 
housecleaning, or any of the wild 
rumors that have been around.” 
Conceding that the flux of show 
business necessitates changes from 
time to time, Wasserman, however, 
stresses that none are on the hori- 
zon. He will coordinate all MCA 
offices into a more cohesive whole 
and, in line with that, “I will spend 
more time than ever in New York 
henceforth At ‘east once a month 
will be the schedule: with planes 


bringing both coasts together within 
the same day. I have every intention 
to be east every month.” 

Wasserman flies to the Coast to- 
night (Wed.). Stein and Taft Schrei- 
ber left from Chicago Monday (16) 
night following the annual board 
meeting of the MCA companies Dec 
14-15. 


The other board members com- 
prising Stein, Leland Hayward, Karl 
Kramer, Maurie Lipsey, Charles 
Miller, Taft Schreiber, Wasserman, 
David (Sonny) Werblin,. and all the 
other officers of the MCA subsidiary 
companies, were reelected. 

Stein. back from a_ three-month 
four of South America, is enthusi- 
astic about opening new frontiers 
down there although fully aware of 
the monetary. restrictions. Same 
goes for England and the Continent. 


Jimmy McHugh, Jr., who just flew | 


in from London, flew to the Coast 


last night ‘(Tues.) for the Xmas 
holidays. and returns to London. 
where he heads MCA operations 


there, after Jan. 1. McHugh handled 
MCA deals whereby Rex Harrison. 
Lili Palmer. Carol Reed and Deborah 
Kerr went to Hollywood. 

Stein has ambitions film produc- 
tion (packaging) ideas. One of these 
concerns Jack Benny. Last summer 


| that comedian left Arthur S. Lyons. 


after 20 years, because Stein can 
expedite financing and _ packaging 
for Benny under an_ independent 
setup. As Wasserman states. this 
allows Stein “more freedom to 
supervise MCA’s expansion plans 
postwar.” 


Wallis Hands Cummings 
New 7-Film Ticket 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


Hal Wallis tore up Robert Cum- 
mings’ old player contract § and 
handed him a new one calling for 
one picture annually for seven 
years. 

New pact permits Cummings to 


accept jobs from other studios. 


A. L. Mayer Home for Xmas 


Arthur L. Maver, assistant to Basil | 


O'Connor, head of the American Red 
Cross, leaves Europe for N. Y.. Dec 
22, by plane, to be home for Christ- 
mas. Mayer was in Berlin yester- 
day (Tues.) after visiting in Rome 
on his present mission for the Red 
Cross. 

He also recently was in Paris and 
Vienna, and only Tuesday returned 


| to Berlin. 


“Whistle Stop” 


Recording Studio On 
Wheels by Victor 


Philadelphia, Dec. 17 


Judicial Delay on the Final Decree 


Development of a recording studio | 


on wheels has been announced by 
the RCA-Victor Division of the Ra- 
dio Corp. of America. The mobile 


unit would enable producers of 16m. 


sound films for education and indus- 


try to go out on location as well- 
equipped as Hollywood crews 
Unit consists of a complete film 


and dise recording channel installed 


in a custom-built body mounted on 
a ton-and-a-half-ton truck. First de- 
the Coronet 
uctional Glen- 


11] 


unit was to 


Film 


livery of 
Inst 


view 


As in U.S., London B.0. 
In Nabes Up While Biz 


Company, 


Downtown Easing Off. 


While 
run 
a decline in 


other first- 
have felt 
recently, 


End and 
London 


business 


West 
theatres in 
grosses are continuing at near war- 
in suburban areas in the 
according to Sidney Bernstein, 
in New York last 


Bernstein operates 18 houses in out- 


time levels 
city 
who arrived week 
lving areas of London 

Trend of theatre 
from. first-runs to 


similar to 


business 

the 
what is being 
experienced.in the U. S It’s 
viously a result of unwillingless of 
the public to plunk down midtown 
theatre prices, indicating that people 
don't have the coin they had a year 


moving 
nabes 1s 
currently 
ob- 


or so ago or they are unwilling to 
spend it now. 

Bernstein leaves Friday (20) for 
the Coast to huddle with Alfred 
Hitchcock, with whom he is part- 
nered in Transatlantic Productions. 


He'll stay in Hollywood just a short 
time and then proceed to Mexico 
for a gander at film production there, 


although he declared he has no 
thought of using Mexican film- 
making facilities. From Mexico 
he'll proceed to England and _ be 
back in the U. S. in February. 

Initial Transatlantic film, “Under 


Capricorn,” goes into production in 
England in May. Second film, to be 
mzde in Hollywood, probably will 
be “Rope” from the Patrick Hamil- 
ton play, Bernsten said. 

He pointed out, incidentally. that 
Hoilywood labor troubles are hold- 
ing up British production, since re- 
turn to England of at least two stars 


is being delayed by Coast commit- 


ments. They are Ann Todd, who 
is appearing in Hitcheock’s “The 
Paradine Case”, filming of which 


has been held up for several months, 
and Phyllis Calvert, who's working 
in Universal - International's “Time 
Out of Mind.” 


SENATE PRESS PROBE 





| “Bel 


LAYS OFF PIX, RADIO 


Washington, Dec. 17. 


The Senate Smail Business Com- 
mittee will open public hearings 
Jan. 7 into “monopoly” allegations 


supposedly responsible for the death 
of many smalltown daily news- 
papers, but will keep out of the 
radio field in genera] and out of the 
picture industry. 

That was the announcement made 
by the committee here today, shat- 
tering hopes of big dailies who 
thought the hearings would be 
dropped altogether because of the 
political shift which brings Sen. 
Kenneth Wherry (R.. Neb.) into the 
committee chairmanship. 

The film industry will not be 
probed, because the Senate commit- 
tee does not want to infringe on the 
Justice Department's anti-trust ac- 
tion. Radio, in general, will be ‘eft 
alone on the theory that there is no 


monopoly in that field. However, 
FM radio and facsimile, insofar as 
these touch smalltown newspapers, 


will be investigated 

Witnesses expected to be heard at 
the open hearings include Morris L. 
Ernst. N. Y. attorney, 
Arnold; Secretary of ‘Agriculture 
Clinton Anderson; Secretary of Com- 
merce W. Averell Harriman: Secre- 
tary of Interior Julius A. Krug: and 
Woodruff Randolph, prexy of Inter- 
national Typographical Union. 


Jaeger to G.M. Nero 


Albert Jaeger has been 
general manager of Nero Films. 
Seymour Nebenzal's indie producing 
outfit which releases through United 
Artists, 

Jaeger. financial consultant for 
several other indie producers, acted 
as comptroller for Nebenzal on both 
and “The Chase,” 
Nero's last two pix. 


Partially Stalemates Sales Execs 





“It Happens Only in 
the Movies” 
By Sidney Skolsky 


on editorial feature 


of the forthcoming 


41st 


4nniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 











Ramrod Ist From 
Enterprise to UA 


United Artists’ initial release of 
Enterprise product has been set fot 
Feb. 1. Picture will be “Ramrod,” 
Joel McCrea starrer produced by 


It will be 
about April 1 by “Arch of Triumph,” 
Boye! 


the six films 


Harry Sherman. followed 


Ingrid Bergman - Charles 

Remainder of 
UA to 
tribute for the Charles Einfeld-David 


Loew 


Starrer, 


which has contracted dis- 


unit also will be released with 


two months spacing between them, 
so that they all will be on the mar- 
ket within a year. 

That was the decision made in a 


huddle of UA toppers with Loew 
And Einfeld on the Coast last week. 
UA 


ous headquarters over the weekend. 


contingent returned to its vari- 


It consisted 


of Grad Sears, v.p. in 
charge of distribution: Joe Unger, 
sales head; Paul Lazarus, Jr., pub- 
ad chief; division managers and 


other field and h.o. sales and adver- 
tising-publicity personnel 

Group viewed 11 films by various 
of the UA indie producers, which 
were either finished or editing. That 
includes “Duel in the Sun,” which 
was screened for the delegation prior 
to UA board's action last Tuesday 
(10) in kicking out producer David 
O. Selznick and resolving not to ac- 
cept “Duel” for release. 

Other films seen were “Sin of Har- 
old Diddlebock ‘(Sturges-Hughes), 
Ami” (‘(Loew-Lewin), “Red 
House” (Lesser ), 
(Stone), “Dishonored Lady” (Strom- 


| berg), “Macomber Affair” (Bogeaus), 


“Fabulous Dorseys” (Chas. Rogers), 
“Carnegie Hall” (Morros-LeBaron), 
“Arch of Triumph” (Enterprise) and 
“Ramrod” (Enterprise). Conclave 
did not screen a number of Hopa- 
long Cassidy westerns and Comet 
and Hal Roach comedies, which were 


| also ready 


Thurman | 


named | 


There were, in addition, four A’s 
which were editing and couldn't be 
viewed, and four before the cameras. 


4 Continued judicial holdup on a 
final decree in the anti-trust suit js 
beginning to spread headaches 
among sales dept. toppers. Policy 
setters have been partially ham- 
strung and releasing schedules of 
pix slowed by indecision which ns 


“Pretenders” | 





legalite can answer as to just what 
sales plans according t« 
Hoyle. Major companies, 
close of the N. Y. federal court 
hearings Oct. 22, tabled long-ranve 
blueprints on sales policy with the 
idea that an early decree would de- 
fine legal technique fo selling pix 
Two-month delay with no indica- 


will be 


following 


tion that judicial word is near has 
execs worried. Unless the decree js 
filed by the first of the year, execs 
say that thev'll go ahead without 
marking time further. One of. the 
top questions centers around the 
question of roadshows. While indi- 


cations are that 
one-per-yealr 
no certainty 


the court will allow 
for each distrib, there's 
about it and companies 


are loath to start ad campaigns and 
ink licensing pacts for two-per-day- 
ers with the possibility of being 
tripped up later. 

Meanwhile, there’s been au flurry 
of court rumors that the decree wil) 
be on record efore the New Year. 
Curbstone opinion of industry law- 
yers has it that the judicial ukase 
will be filed sometime during the 
Christmas week, when the court is 
adjourned and has an opportunity te 
wind up unfinished business. An- 
other report, relayed half in jest, 
contends that the decree was pol- 
ished off by the court within three 
days of the hearings but that it's 


been kept on ice until a reasonable 


time has elapsed—tcu overcome any 
claim of lack of deliberation. 
In a technical move, court this 


week filed formal order denying the 
joint plea of the American Theatres 


Assn. and the Confederacy of Thea- 
tre Assns. to intervene in the suit. 
Step was taken after the theatre 
groups pointed out to the three 


judges that the informal nix on their 
application left their time to appeal 
questionable and might thereby pre- 


vent them from moving to the Su- 
preme Court within the allowed pe- 
riod 


Metro Sales Powwow In 
Feb., Post-Final Decree 


Metro's general sales meet, origi- 
nally scheduled for the first week in 
January, has been tentatively post- 
poned till some time in February, 
before which time the final decree 
is expected to be handed down. 
Plans for the meet were originally 


set at a convention in Chicago 
several months ago, when Metro 
instituted its competitive bidding 


tests and first talked over the 
inal anti-trust decision. 
William F. Rodgers, Metro veepee 
over sales, meanwhile, leaves for a 
month's vacation in Florida Saturday 
(18). He'll then return to the home- 
office for a week before heading 
for a six-week trip to the Coast for 
huddles with studio execs. Sales 
meet is expected to be held in 
Hollywood while he’s at the studio. 


orig- 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Florence Auer 
Ralph Blum 
Benedict Bogeaus 
Carol Brandt 
Sam Briskin 
Geraldine Brooks 
George D. Burrows 
Olin Clork 

Jim Conkling 
Mort Davis 
Howard DaSilva 
Tommy Dorsey 
Walter Gould 

Jo Granson 

John Hammond 
William F. Jaffe 


Sam Katz 


Conrad Janis 
Red Kann 


Mori Krushen 

Paul Lazarus, Jr. 
Howard Le Sieur 
Martin Lewis 

Bill Lundigan 

Ida Lupino 

Paul MacNamara 

S. Barret McCormick 
Darius Milhaud 

Dr. M. H. Nathanson 
Maury Orr 
Harold Russell 
Bert Sanford 


Nathalie Schafer 
Edward Schillhorn 
Edward J. Schnitzer 
Martin Schwartz 
Gradwell Sears 
Paul Stewart 

Abe Strok 

Hunt Stromberg 
Jonie Tapps 
Harry Thomas 

J. J. Unger 

Tom Waller 
Bobby Weiss 
Carveth Wells 
Michael Woute 
Howard Young 


N. Y. to L. A. 


Ted Baumfeld 
Sidney L. Bernstein 
Sammy Cahn 

Tom Connors 
Sandy Cummings 
Harry Delmar 

Walt Disney 


Gracie Fields 

Mort Lewis 

Jimmy McHugh. Jr. 
Ray Milland 

N. Peter Rathvon 
Wesley Ruggles 
Jack Sagers 
Marvin Schenck 


Herb Shriner 
Andrew Stone 
Jules Styne 
Dorothy Vernon 
Lew Wasserman 
George Weltner 
George Yousleng 
Adolph Zukor 


N. Y. to Europe 


Rosa Bok 
Ben Goetz 
Samuel Goldwyn 


Theresa Helburn 
Emmett Kelly 
Vincent Korda 


Lawrence Langner 
Elsa Maxwell 
Maggie Teyte 


Europe to N. Y. 


Katharine Cornell 


Fortune Gallo 


Guthrie McClintic 
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Get ready 
for great shows - 
and lots of them! 


You can make that “Paramount” permanent... because we've opened 

the flood-gates of a reservoir of brilliant product, with enough fine 

releases to keep first-run marquees dazzling with great names and 
titles every day for the next five months... 
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FOR DATES RIGHT NOW... 





Allengagements, from New York to 
San Francisco, have records lashed 
to ‘The Mast’! Variety* reports it 
the industry’s top-grossing hit! And 
week after week, Boxofhice’s nation- 
wide survey has shown that it’s 


: starring 














te sd 


g 












Starring 


Fred Astaire | 
Joan Caulfield 


with 


BILLY DE WOLFE 
OLGA SAN JUAN 


Lyrics and Music by Irving Berlin 





Directed by STUART HEISLER © Screen Play by Arthur Sheekman + Adaptation by Allen Scote 





tee lan Ladd - eon Donlevy 
WwW ‘lliam: Bendix - Barry eee 


topping everything ...everywhere! o with = HOWARD DA SILVA - ESTHER FERNANDEZ - ALBERT DEKKER 


Luis VAN ROOTEN - DARRYL HICKMAN” 
Directed by JOHN FA RROW | : 


Produced by Seton I. Miller + Screen Play by Seton I. Miller and George Bruce + Based on the Novel by Richard Henry Dana. Js 


FOR MERRY CHRISTMAS HIGHS... 





Irving Berlin’s 


BUUK 








In Technicolor 


32 Berlin songs—and Bing sings 16! 
Last chance to see Fred dance! First 
dates all-topping, all-terrific! All-time 
record-holder, Paramount, N. Y. C.! 
It’s the nation’s sensation of sen- 
sations! And for any boxoffice, 
the nearest thing to heaven in ’47! 





GATES 
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TO START 
THE NEW YEAR BRIGHT... 





ek 


n hope Tu die laughing | 






” 
starring 
Betty Hutton 
Betty’s first all-out comedy since rh -“ 
“Here Come The Waves”! She sings sonny Tutts 
3 top-popularity songs in this story ae 


of a girl who can’t tell the truth 
to save her life! A fast musical, a 
thrilling mystery,a howling comedy 
—all in one and it’s all wonderful! 


MICHAEL CHEKHOV 


(Hit of “Spellbound’) 
RUTH DONNELLY 
HOWARD FREEMAN ; 
RHYS WILLIAMS 4 
Directed by JOHN BERRY 


Produced by Harry Tugend + Screen Play by Harry Tugend and Claude Binyon - Based on a Play by Louis Verneuil and Georges Bers 


oe ee & 















starring 


Loretta David ey 
Young .. Niven — 
| with : 
EDDIE ALBERT 
CHARLES RUGGLES 
VIRGINIA FIELD 


RITA JOHNSON 
ZASU PITTS 


FOR THAT FINE JANUARY TIME... 








1 


Hal Wallis’ 


Production 


‘The Pel Sect 
Marriage 


Esquire says: ‘“‘Comes pretty close 
to being the perfect comedy!” 
Life described its captivating 10- 
year honeymoon in a full-color 
feature, read by 20 million! When 
its romantic stars run around in 
triangles, it’s all top box-office fun! 


nn eer , : 














PO Oe 


Directed by LEWIS ALLEN © Screen Play by Leonard Spigelgass 
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FOR LINCOLN’S BIRTHDAY 
CROWDS... 





starring 


| Eddie Bracken 
Cass Daley 
Virginia Welles 
~opike Jones 


oo eu and His City Slickers 
Yin ae : ‘ JOHNNY Coy 
VIRGINIA FIELD 





Eddie’s a rich oil king and how the 
gals go for him—and his million 
bucks! A Bracken musical that’ll 
be good news to Eddie’s 20,000,000 
radio listeners! Good news too for 
Spike Jones’ millions of juke box fans 
as he slays their favorite numbers! 





FOR WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY 
LINES... 












starring 


Ray Milland - 
Barbara Stanwyck 
| Barry Fitzgerald | 
| GEORGE COULOURIS: ALBERT DEKKER 


ANTHONY QUINN: FRANK FAYLEN 
A JOHN FARROW Production 


In Technicolor 


pa 2. 5 aes 


In the big-money pattern of “ Blue 
Skies” and “Two Years Before The 
Mast”! Important new treatment 
techniques to make it the ultimately 
great Picture-of-the-West you knew 
some day would be made! A huge cast 
of 5,500—in 27 panoramic settings! 


¥ 


a 
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FOR EARLY MARCH DATES... 









ALLEN JENKINS > JOHN LITEL. 
ARTHUR SHIELDS: FRANK FAYLEN 
Produced by Kenneth. MacGowan 


Directed by JOHN FARROW. oe 





Sonny’s crazy over Diana—and 


Barry's crazy over horses...the ones 
that come in last! Here’s hilarious 
laughter, directed by the man who 
made ‘‘ Two Years Before The Mast.” 
With Barry actually delivering more 
laughs than in “Going My Way”’! 





Screen Play by Francis Edward Faragoh, John McNulty and Anne Froelick + Based on sketches by John McNulty 






a Sd 





FOR A 
RECORD-BLOOMING SPRING. .. 





























ih 
| | " 
|B A 
Wit 
a 
a 
; | 
~ i 
A spring-feverish love-fest! When 
Fred meets Paulette, lovelier than in 
‘“Kitty’’—and Macdonald Carey, in 
his first postwar role and gorgeous 
“ Arleen Whelan tangle in a mari- 
tal quadrangle that’s balmy with 
comedy and sunny with romance! 
* , oa commas: % ee 
Screen Play by Claude Binyon and P. J. Wolfson + Original Story by P. J. Wolfson 














12 LYLARIETY Wednesday, December 18, 1946 













FOR A GLORIOUS : = 3 —_ * Bob Hope 
BOX OFFICE EASTER... tee 2s and 





Dorothy Lamour 
PETER LORRE 
LON CHANEY, Jr. 


Produced by DANIEL DARE 
Directed by ELLIOTT NUGENT 





























The gross-topping, successor to 
“‘Beaucaire’’! It’s the funniest Hope 
picture—all the way back to ‘‘ My 
Favorite Blonde”! As an interna- 
tional detective, Bob starts laughs | 
heard ’round the world. And 
Dotty’s the spy he loves to eye! 
paar Play by Edmund Beloin ee Jack Rose ° A Puleutuna Release 
. 
starring 
L Ray Teresa 
| Millan d Wright FOR POST-EASTER PROFITS... 
with : 
SIR CEDRIC HARDWICKE J 
’ VIRGINIA FIELD 
REGINALD OWEN 
ANTHONY QUINN 
MELVILLE COOPER 
Directed by LEWIS ALLEN 
Ne 
Season’s most exciting star team! 
Ray Milland, winner of the Grand 
Prix International for qwor/d’s best 
performance, now in his first great 
a ao a oT love story in years! Plus Teresa 
penne oot se 5. pa Wright at her peak in what is bound 
[to be the best year of her life! 
s 
Produced by KARL TUNBERG > Sem Wed * Karl Tunberg 











 oOCOCE 


Wednesday, December 18, 1946 LARIETY 13 





SN gree PRM ee 





These 10 Great Attractions 
In The Next 4 Months » 


are eloquent evidence that there will be no quality or 





quantity letdown from Paramount’s industry-pacing 


standards of the past year. 





They are a factual demonstration that this 
company is prepared with enough—and great enough 
— product to maintain the preeminence that has made 
Paramount not only the talk of the trade, but the won- 


der of America’s industrial and financial world. 


Yet these are but the forerunners of a year's 


| | program so rich in box-office values that again in 194, oe a 





for the fourth successive season, the verdict of the show ; 
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13 Rue Madeleine 


Swth-Fox release of Levis de Rochemont 
Production, Stars James Cagney; features 
Annabella, Richaré Conte, frank Latimore. 
Directed by Henry Hathaway. Screenplay, | 
John Monks, Jr., and Sy Bartlett; music, 
Alired Newman; music direction, David | 
Ruivtelph; arrangements, Mdward Powell: 
camera, Norbert Brodine (Fred = Sersen); 
eciter, Harmon Jenes, Tradcshown NN, Sas 
Dec. 16, °46. Rurning time, os MINS, 

Bob Sharkey. .cceccccvcesceced James Cagney 
Suzanne de Bouchard........- Annabella 
Bill ePConnelli ase. ce ee erry | Contec 
Jefe Lassiter... ot veeeees Frank Latimore 
Charles Gibsom...ceseees ose Walter Abel 
Pappy SimpcOm..cccceeeeees \J iville Cooper 

Alnyor Csalimard...e-- errs Sam Jaffe 
PR ERNM -: 5 ack. 4h 6 Oe ae ...Mareel Ron u 
Pevchi ' A: luiehnrd Gordon 
Roinile ro hs rett G Marshall 
\ " lot Blinebe ¥ 
ik i \ 

l } . i ’ 
Hietel un j 
HA.) ‘ } ‘ 

hovel alae t 
} | ihe ‘ i via 
} gx rhe ! 

i 1! } I> I nediolph 

“13 rue Madeleine” the type ol 


film which il] become increasinels 
interesting and boxoffice-valuable the 
longer history removes us from 
World War Il. We're still too close 


to yesterday's headlines but even 
now. as the auditor views just one 
branch of today’s scientifi arfare, 
with its strategic services, the under- 
ground, secret radio transmitters 
painstaking indoctrination, and all 
the rest of it. one is moved to realize 
how many facets went into the strug- 
gle for victory. As a film entertain- 
ment it’s surefire. 

Utilizing the same off-screen docu- 
mentary exposition as he did in “The 
House on 92d Street,” producer Louis 
de Rochemont. himself an alumnus 
of the Time-Life techniaue, reem- 
ploys the stentorian “March of 
Time” commentary to set his theme. 
Therea ter it evolves into a Nazi- 


Allies cops-and-robbers tale of brav- 
ery and bravado, honest 
and hokum. 
arresting film 
folding. 

What 
picture with in the way of marquee 
values is sometimes frequently dissi- 
pated by an unconvincing perform- 
ance, When he 
services’ masterminds, on U.S, or Brit- 
ish soil, he is effectively the mature 
training officer engaged in the impor- 
tant branch of the service having to do 
with strategy. When he essays the 
role of a brave young soldier-spy, to 


tale in its total un- 


pit himself against Richard Conte, | 
the crack Gestapo agent who had 


insinuated himself into the American 
espionage school as a means to learn 
our invasion plans, Cagney suffers 
comparison, 
the melodramatics is such that it will 
not bother the average fan too much. 

The training methods, as indoc- 
trinated into the plot’s development. 
are arresting audience stuff. And it 
is more of this sort of celluloid cine- 


maturgy, 2s the years roll away from | 


today’s neace parleys. that will take 


on greater values with the passing 
of time. We're stil! too close to it| 
rivht now. 


Conte 
helm EKuncel of the Nazi espionage, 
emerges as the cast’s outstander. 
Frank Latimore is the weakling U. S. 
espionage man who inadvertently 
Lins off to the wily Conte that the in- 
vasion plans are 
made to anpnear 


{ 


histrionies 
But it all adds up to an| 


Jimmy Cagney endows the 


is one of the strategic | 


But the hectic pace of | 


as Bill O'Connell, nee wile | 


purposely being 
it would be through 
de- 


Miniature Reviews 

‘13 rue Madeleine” (20th). 
Tiptop meller of the strategic 
services, starring Jimmy Cagney. 

“California” (Par) (Color- 
Songs). Milland-Stanwyck-Fitz- 


gerald names assure hefty 
; grosses, 
| “The Locket” (RKO). Well- 
made psycho melodrama with 


sturay cast names. 





“The Fabulous Suzanne” 
(Rep). Fair comedy for duals, 
“Les Portes de La Nuit” 
‘Pathe Consort). Jacques Pre- 
vert-Marcel Carne combo okay 
for U. S. arty houses 
precision bombing to obliterate the 
3 oru Madeleine headquarters et 
this Normanay town ;% means to 
vake sure Cagney doesn’t weaken 
under the Nazi lash, and coincident- 
ally wipe out Conte and his Nazi 
intelligence staff. The fadeout Is a 


wallop, with the tortured Cagney de- 


risively laughing into Conte's face 
the important D-Day secret per- 
ishes with all of them. 


“Madeleine,” incidentally, was shot 
wholly away from Hollywood, utiliz- 
ing New England and Quebec sites In 
ihe main, but there is nothing about 
the film that doesn’t indicate super- 
Hollywood standards, The support Is 
good down the line. Even Annabella 
does more than look pretty, being 
cast here as a bilingual telegraphiste. 
Walter Abel as chief of American 
espionage, Melville Cooper in a 
prissy role, Sam Jaffe as the patriotic 
French provincial mayor, Marcel 
Rousseau as the collaborationist, and 





lothers, register. Direction by Henry | 
Hathaway is taut, and Alfred Neu- 
man’s dramatic score doesn’t hurt 
either. Abel. 
. 4 
California 
(COLOR—SONGS) 
Paramount release of Seton I, Miller pro- 

di tier Stars Ray Milland, Barbara Stan- 
wiek, EK v Kitegerald; features George 
Conulouw Albert Dekker, Anthony Quinn, 
rank Favylen. Directed by John Farrow. 
Screenplay, Franl Kutles and Theodore 
Strauss, based on tory ly Boris Ingster; 
jsongs, KM. Y. Harburg and Earl Robinson; 
|seore, Victor Youn: arrangements, hen 
Lane, Phil Boutelje; editor, Eda Warren; 
camera, Ray Rennsahan, Gordon Jennings; 
asst. director, Herbert Coleman. Trade- 
shown N. Y¥.,. Dee. 13, ‘'46 Kunning time, 


\9%7 MINS. 


| 1 Nathan Trumbo...... ....Ray Milland 
| Lily Bishop. ......e. Barbara Stanwyck | 
|} Michael Fabian......eee. Barty Fitzgerald 
[Prarach Comin. .ccccccsces George Coulouris 
MP. Pik@..cccccecesveseece Albert Dekker 
ek! Seerrrrrer rT .Anthony Quinn 
woo eee cecccesst VOum Payset 
Booth Pennock... .rvcccesercecces Gavin Muir 
Pokey... pam errr .. Jane Burke 
z Rigssterans Kduardo «iannelli | 
Colenel Stu ....- Reman Kohnen 
1s ‘ \ niing hrunetti 
Senator ¢ | llow Freeman 


Julia Faye 


£ 





The big, sprawling western melo- 
drama. which Paramount 
turn out so artfully, has again over- 
|taken that company with “Califor- 
i nia,” which, if one was to probe be- 
| yond the surface, is actually little 
different than dozens of other narra- 
But 


used to} 


ee bene age Cer i tives of the war of the plains. 
cides to parachute into France toj| r ae ‘ F 
capture a collaborator who has 2 | when peopled with such luminaries 


key to the Nazis’ rocket-launching ;as Ray Milland, Barbara Stanwyck 
sites. When Conte captures him and} and Barry Fitzgerald, in what are 








submits him to torture, to wrest the 
true plars from him, the Allied es- 
pionage in London executes super- 








‘The Overlanders’ 

“The Overlanders,” set for 
special preem at‘ the Rialto 
(N. Y.) Thursday (21) evening 
with Australian Ambassador 
Norman J. O. Makin hosting 
was reviewed in the Sept. 25, 
1946, issue of VarieTy by Cane. 
Film, made in the Antipodes, by 
a J. Arthur Rank unit and re- 
leased by Universal, was plenty 
good so far as Cane could see. 
Variety's London reviewer said: 

“First big feature film to be 
made in Australia by a British 
firm, this should come as a 
breath of fresh air to audiences 
jaded with routine pictures. 
Based on fact, the story has 
legitimate fictional twists to give 
it audience appeal. The fact 
that a million American service- 
men spent part of the war years 
Down Under should not be 
overlooked. Whether it can be 
sold as an epic westerner will 
spell its U. S. chances.” 

Cane touched on the fact that 
Chips Rafferty, labeled as Aus- 
tralia’s Gary Cooper,” played 
the lead. Rafferty was a natural 
for the part, he noted, and his 
expericence in “Rats of Tobruk” 
and “40,000 Horsemen” had 
helped. 

Ambassador Makin has invited 
Government, business, finance, 
social and entertainment biggies 
to the opening. including James 
F. Byrnes, Andrei A. Gromyko, 
Niles Trammel, Bernard M. Ba- 


ruch, Herbert H. Lehman’ and 
others. | 


; 


“different” 
eased in 


roles for them, and en- 
shimmering Technicolor, 
Pagrecrsegell assumes a new aura. It 
'is better acted than most westerns, 
it has better direction than most, and 
| it a decided boxoffice parlay. 

The migration, in 1848, to Califor- 
nia, and the factional differences 
that arose in the fight to permit the 
territory to join the Union, is the 
key to this story. And after that 
premise has.been set there’s little to 
tell beyond the additional back- 
ground of the gold rush. But “Cali- 
fornia” has its share of fisticuffs, 
shooting an! ingeniously contrived 
double-dealers to achieve more than 
a modicum of interest. 


The story is inclined to be too pat 
at times. Any kid with a beebee gun, 
for example, could tell that Miss 
Stanwyck would knock off the dou- 
ble-dealingest of ‘em all at the final, 
critical moment. And that fadeout 
clinch between Milland and Miss 
Stanwyck, of course, is inevitable 
right from the beginning of the film 
—because, you know, she hates him, 
oh, so much! 


| Milland plays a deserter from the 
| Union Army, who becomes enmeshed 
in the California sovereignty fight 
when he tries his pan-luck in the 
| gold-rush trek. Miss Stanwyck is a 
poker-playing, steel-hearted dame of 
| questionable repute. Fitzgerald. like- 
wise, is also going a different film | 
Way, an itinerant farmer who would 
make his gvld out of the soil one way 
or the other. 
| There is little that could be said of 

/any of their performances, however 
| far afield they may be, though each is 
;certainly competent enough. Mil- 
| land handles his drinking proclivities 
| Successfully, without being required 
| to take any pledges, for a change. 








|For a hero, though, he certainly gets 
kayoed frequently. And a_knife- 


where he surgically disposes of his 
vis-a-vis, is almost funny. 

There's not too much sense to Miss 
Stanwyck’'s reasons for hating Mil- 
land, unless it’s because she loves 
him, but when the script stops teas- 
ing her, and tells her which of the 
two to do, she manages to do it as 
oply Miss Stanwyck can hate, or love. 
Fitzgerald could make almost any 
part believable. George Coulouris ts 
the menace, an over-written, too- 
lobvious characterization. Other able 
/actors, such as Frank Faylen, An- 
thony Quinn, Albert Dekker and Ga- 
vin Muir, help give whatever cre- 
denee this story possesses, 


E, Y. (Yip) Marburg and Earl Rob- 


7 
‘Jericho’ 
(French) 

“Jericho,” French-made  pic- 
ture which opened Saturday (14) 
at the 55th Street Playhouse, 
N.Y., was reviewed in Variety 
when the picture was released 
in Paris by Corona distributors. 
Since then the running time has 
been cut 22 minutes to 98 min- 
utes. 

Variety's Maxi described the 
picture as holding little for Amer- 
ican audiences because the type 
of war story done many times 
previously by U.S. producers, 
He said the film showed how the 











inson have contributed a few. at- 
mospheric songs, two of which are timely bombing: of the Amiens 
irportedly sun: by Miss Stanwyck, prison~by the RAF saved the 
nd at least one of them, “Lily-I-Lay- lives of 50 French hostages. He 
De-o,” should get a play. * Kahn described the actual RAF foot- 
_ age of the bombing as highlight 
The Locket | of picture. 
Hollywood, Dec. 14 
RKO ‘ ert Granet (J . her victims, seeks to prevent Gene 
are a ee Sioa pe MR gg Ray Raymond's marriage to the schizo- 
ond {1 <haryn Moffett. Riesrdo} phrenic Nancy. At the dramatic 
Cortez Henry Stephenson Katherine | finale, Nancy goes into complete in- 
wal - 4 Benag, Sas saga Oe A isanity during a suspense-laden wed- 
ae a halae, Musuraea. | ding sequence, but film closes with 
mucie, Roy W editor, J. R. Whittredge. /the hdpe that love and care will 
Tradeshown De 1, ‘46. Running time. | eventually rid her of the childhood 
8) MENS. blicht 
ney ceceesesdaaraine Day | _ 
Dr, Blair.:.++ oscccsevssecs Brian Aherne | Top male leads add much to the 
CEN SAOE 904995499 Hobere writen | film, Aherne is swell as a Nancy vic- 
Nancy (are I)... Sharyn Moffett | tim, deceived despite being a psychi- 
ir. Bon : Ricardo Cortez | atrist. Robert Mitchum makes real 
Lord Wyndl coos sTienry St — his role as the artist, Nancy's first 
Sg hie vr eeeeea Denny | love victim. Gene Raymond, her last 
: “ieee se hala cs se ein: .Fay Helm | love, makes a welcome return to 
MONKS. cee ceeceeeeeves Helene Thimig | films after service in the armed 
Warn ae TE son Rye forces. Ricardo Cortez, seen too sel- 
Fed Weadk sees’ Vilion Pontaine |@om in films of late, is excellent as 
Pa am eeperine yr ek Myrna Dell |} the murder victim. Sharyn Moffett 
Donal » Johnny Clark | does standout work as the moppet 
: ais |; Nancy. Others lending noteworthy 
“The Locket” is a case history of a} performances to the drama include 
warped mind and its effect on the | Katherine Emery, the rich lady; Fay 
lives of those it touches intimately. | Helm. Queenie ’ 


B.o. possibilities benefit from sturdy 
cast names and the public reception 
accorded well-made melodramas of 
type. Interestingly told, care- 
fully produced, pic measures up as a 
neat entry in the psycho field, able to 
carry off top position in any situa- 
; ion, 

Vehicle is a strong one for Laraine 
Day and she does much with the role 
|of Nancy, a girl with an abnormal 
obsession that wrecks the lives of 
|four men who love her. Part is 
| quite different from the typical 
; femme lead usually played by Miss 
Day and she proves herself more 
than capable of seeing it through. 

Story carries the flashback tech- 
nique to greater lengths than gener- 
ally employed. The writing by Sher- 
idan Gibney displays an understand- 
ing of the subject matter and proves 
a solid basis for the able perform- 
ances achieved by John Brahm’s di- 
rection. Latter gears his scenes 
full interest and carefully carries for- 


this 


ward the doubt—and audience hope | 


—that Nancy is not the villainess she 
is proven to be. This audience sym- 
pathy created by the Nancy char- 
acter is a great element of appeal. 
| It’s premised without a false note and 
|story avoids formula compromise 
| while working to the inevitable con- 
| clusion, 

| Nancy is a young woman, marked 
lin childhood by the cruel misunder- 
| standing of a rich lady in whose 
home her mother is housekeeper. The 


misunderstanding, over a_ missing 
locket, influence Nancy to strange 


acts in her adult life. She kills a man, 
permits another to die for the crime; 
drives another to suicide and effec- 
tively wrecks the happiness of two 
others who dearly love her. Nancy 
goes about such unconscious evil 
with a clear heart and such innocent 
deception that, although she destroys 


is better produced, too. Which makes | her loves, they still remain under her 


spell. 
Her story is told in various stages 
of flashbacks as Brian Aherne, one of 


‘The Magic Bow’ 


This Prestige picture was one 
of the parade featuring dubbed- 
in instrumentalizing by famous 
virtuosos, with a star going 
through the screen motions, 
“The Magic Bow,” reviewed in 
Variety by Cane, Sept. 25, ‘36, 
has Yehudi Menuhin bowing 
while Stewart Granger stalks 
through a stereotyped character- 
ization of Niccolo Paganini. 

Limited by script and produc- 
tion values, this film’s selling 
power in the American market 
will rest largely upon the pull 
of Menuhin’s bow, as the great 
violinist is heard in “The Devil's 
Trill” (Tartini), “La Ronde Des 
Lutins’ ‘Brazzini), ‘“Campa- 
nella” “Caprice No. 20,” ‘Violin 
Concerto No. 1,” “Introductions 
et Variations” ‘all Paganini) and 
the last movement of Beetho- 
ven’s Violin Concerto. Script 
wastes the opportunity of follow- 
ing an almost fictional life and 
bends wearily under the usual 
film cliches. 

Running time, is still 106 
minutes, a lot of them wasted. 
Since Granger hasn’t the mar- 
quee value here as in England, 
musical values alone will have to 
sell the pic. which is currently 
slated for the art trade. ‘Tie- 
ins with music schools might 





dueling sequence towards the end, 


ee 


help. 


for | 


Leonard, 
Denny and Myrna Dell. 
Bert Granet, under the executive 
supervision of Jack J. Gross, has 
| given a showmanly production touch 
| to all phases of the film. The phys- 
| ical dress is smart, but never out of 
| place, as conceived by art directors 
| Albert S. D'Agostino and Alfred 
|Herman. Nicholas Musuraca’s lens- 
| ing shows the players and settings to 
| advantage. Roy Webb's music score 
}is an important contribution. Editing 
by J. R. Whittredge. special effects 
and other production factors are in 
keeping with the overall standard of 
excellence. Brog. 


Reginald 


The Fabulous Suzanne 





(SONG) 
Hollywood, Dec. 14, 
Republic elease of Steve Sehkhely produce 

tion, directed = by Sekelyv, Stars Barbara 
Britton, Rudy Vallee features Otto Kruger, 
| Richard Denning, Bill Henry, Veda Ann 
| Borg. Tren Agay, Screenplay, redwell 
| Chapman, Randall Faye; ovixinal, William 
|} Bowers and Chupman; camera, Henry 
| Sharpe; editor, John Hofftusn., Previewed 
| Dec, 18, °46, Running time, 70 MINS, 


PEEL LTE eee ... Barbara Britton 
Hendrick Courtney, Jv. ...... Rudy Vallee 
Ih@.drick Courtney, Sr........0tte Kruger 
| Oe pe Pee ree ee Richard Denning 
William Warris,........ ° Bill Henry 
Mary..... dps 0W9049600460066 Veda Ann Borg 
P GIMOCO. casi cvececvecesescecs ..-. tren Agay 
| Maretenson:..»cccccscee ..Grady Sutton 
| fe Sere ecccccccess Krank Darian 
LOWYOT.ccccccs eerecccceecsoos MRED Tier 
PEMUBOOTIOY DERM. . coc scicecves hddie Ficlds 
(ee Fe errr re Al Hammer 


There's nothing wrong with “The 
Fabulous Suzanne” that couldn't have 
been fixed by snappier direction and 
more decisive editing. Film Jags so 
frequently that the okay = story 
premise and lines seldom have a 
chance to lighten proceedings. For 
budget expenditure values measure 
j}up to release intentions, without be- 
|}ing particularly noteworthy in any 
department, but “Suzanne” lacks di- 
rectional finesse and zip needed for 
iis basic comedy content. 

Steve Sekely served as associate 
producer and director. In the latter 
slot he is heavy-handed, lacking the 
glib touch needed to give the light 
material punch. Scenes are held too 
long and contents telegraphed. In- 
stead of tight editing on comedic se- 
quences to heighten laugh material, 
scissoring is mostly on story connec- 
tives, which doesn't make for clear 
narrative. 

Plot concerns a girl who picks win- 
ning horses by jabbing lucky pin into 
a race form. She's a waitress in a 
; small pie shop and in love with the 
boss. Inheriting $7,000, girl offers to 
stake the boss in a better shop. He 
refuses and she, piqued, runs away 
to New York and tries her system in 
the stock market. It works and Su- 
zanne acquires three suitors at the 
brokerage firm she patronizes, Her 
heart still belongs in the pie shop, 
however, and after sufficient footage 
and incident she finds happiness with 
the pie man. 

Dull stretches overshadow better 





moments, despite valiant tries by 
Barbara Britton, in the title role; 
Rudy Vallee, Otto Kruger, Richard 


Denning, Bill Henry and others. Val- 
lee has a laugh-provoking moment 
when, in his stuffy stockbroker char- 
acter, he fires caustic criticism at 
|Rudy Vallee, crooner, moaning “A 
| Couple of Years Ago,” tune by Bert 
| Reisfeld and Larry Stewart. Best 
{honors are carried off by Kruger, 
who benefits from experience. 
Script by Tedwell Chapman and 
| Randall Faye, from original by Wil- 
liam Bowers and Chapman, wasn’t 
helped by filming. Lensing and other 
credits are standard. Brog. 








} 


Les Pertes De La Nuit 
(“The Deeors of Night”) 
{(FRENCH-MADE) 

Paris, Dec. 10, 
Pathe Contortium release of Pathe Cinema 


production, Stars ¥ves Montand and Nath- 
wile Nattier: features Pierre Brasseur, Seree 


Reggiani, Jean Vilar, Directed by Marcel 
Carne; story and dixnlog by Jacques Preyvert; 
camera, Philippe Agostini. Running time, 
115 MINS, 





A dismal failure of screenwriter 
Prevert and director Marcel Carne 
who had produced the Jacques costly 
but suceessful “Children of 
dise.” Illustrating the current tend- 
ency of French scripters and direc- 
tors to forget the producer's side of 
a picture, they gave free rein to thei1 
own propensities. Hailed in advance 


Para- 


|as a masterpiece, this is disappoint- 


ing. However, may do in some U. §S. 


spots. Originally budgeted at $400,- 
000 it is revorted to have cost twice 
that much, making it the most ex- 
pensive French picture to date. 
Despite their Pathe tieup, RKO 
refrained from co-financing. First 
snag came when Marlene Dietrich 
and Jean Gabin, expected to play 


the leads, backed out and had to be 
replaced by Nathalie Nattier (real 
name Natalia Balaieff) and Yves 


| Montand, a newcomer to the screen. 


Writer Prevert has mixed two 
stories, one showing Serge Reggiani 
as ex-militiaman unmasked by his 
former victim, Yves Montand, in 
post-liberation Paris. The other is a 
love affair between Montand and 
Nathalie Nattier. Result is a hodge- 
podge of frequently well-made se- 
quences adding up to a very tedious 
picture, with dialog partly unsatis- 
factory. 

Montand is fair but Miss Nattier 
is not sufficient to justify the dia- 


| log’s claim that she is the most beau- 


tiful woman in the world. Reggiani 
is excellent but best acting is by 
Jean Vilar as a hobo with rare sight 
who's able to tell what is going to 
happen in advance. Some sequences 
represent Carne’s best direction and 
show Paris in a sufficiently realistie 
way to justify trying the picture in 
American arty theatres. Camera 
work by Philippe Agostini is great. 
Maxi. 





New Foreign Film 


(Unlikely for Anglo-U. S. Market) 








“Begar”’ (‘‘Desire’’) 
drew Bauman 
tion; stars 
gran; features 
Borgstroem, 


(SWEDISH), 
release of Monark produc- 
Edvin Adolphson, Gunn Wall- 
Olof Winnerstrand, Hilda 
Sven Magnuegson, Carl Deureli; 
screenplay, Walter Ljungquist and Adolph- 
son based on novel by Hans Severinsen; 
camera, Goevan Sirindberg At Olymbia, 
Stockholm, Running time, 98 MINS, 


San- 


Poor example of current Swedish 
film production, “Begar” is a story of 
spoiled marriages and a drunkard’s 
life, but by no means a Swedish 
“Lost Weekend.” Acting of Hilda 
Borgstroem and Olof Winnerstrand 
save the picture to some extent, 
However, poor direction and meagre 
production values are too heavy a 
burden to surmount. Film has done 
poorly in Sweden and probably will 
flop in the U. S. where it was booked 








prior to Swedish release. 


Wins. 








SS 











‘This Happy Breed’ 

Evidently the approach on 
“This Happy Breed” has been 
given a switch since VARIety’s 
Jolo reviewed the film in Lon- 
don April 28, '44. In its orig- 
inal form, this picture followed 
closely the stage presentation of 
the very successful Noel Coward 
play, making a_ middle-class 
suburban house the hero of the 
story. Then Jolo said that flaw- 
less performances and produc- 
tion values couldn’t offset the 


poor picture material of the 
play. 
Now, although the running 


time is still 108 minutes and the 
pace still rather leisurely, 
“This Happy Breed,” the story 
af a family between 1919 and 
1939, shapes as one of the finest 
products sent to this country by 
Rank. If the marquee pull of Noel 
Coward is not enough to insure 
b.o., there is the matchless act- 
ing of everyone in the film, the 
excellent Technicolor (softened 
to approximate natural pastel 
shades rather than harsh bright- 
ness), and the British knack for 
complete realism in script char- 
acterizations. Ranging emotion- 
ally from the bickerings of the 
grandmother and maiden aunt 
(humorous because they’re typi- 
cal) to the pathos of the auto- 
accident death of the newly mar- 
ried son and his wife, this film 
is a good bet for general U-S. 
release, 

Film opens at the Little Car- 
negie, N.Y., at the end of Janu- 
ary, following “Brief Encoun- 
ter,” another Prestige pic. Ce- 
lia Johnson stars in both. Film 
is set for the art house now but 
as general consumption could 
probably do much better at the 
boxoffice. 
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Pathe’s New Studio, OK for Shorts, 
May Be Small for H wood Features 


Shooting on the first picture to be¢ —+T 


produced entirely at the new RKO- 
Pathe studios in Harlem, N. Y., was 
wrapped up last week, and the film 
is now undergoing editing in the 
studio’s labs. Picture is a commer- 
' ly-sponsored three-reel documen- 


- “Mr. Bell,” produced un- 


tary titled 
> » aegis O 
~ Pa skoe aph Film produced 
under supervision of Charles Under- 
bill, RKO Pathe producer 

Looksee at the new studio reveals 
that it won't offer too much in the 
of additional space for space- 
cramped Holly wood producers. Build- 
ing has three sound stages. Largest, 
on which the “Bell film was shot, is 
100x75 feet, making it slightly small- 
er than the Fox-Movietone studio 
in New York. Other two stages are 
large enough for shorts production 
er screen tests, but probably 
small for any feature production. 

Conceding that the new studio 
couldn't accommodate a super-Holly- 
wood production, RKO-Pathe execs 
claim it’s big enough for any ~aver- 
’ Hollywood film First feature- 
n Saint,” goes be- 
fore the cameras next week under 
producer Clyde Elliott, 
the Coast have announced 
“Close-Up,” one of its 
the studio next 
however, dis- 
latter, 


was 


way 


age’ oh 
leneth film, “Citiz 


execs on 
plans to make 
regular features, al 
year. Pathe execs, 
claim any knowlege of the 

(Continued On page 31) 


Par Execs Laud Rank, 
European Production, On 
Return From Abroad 


Adolph Zukor, Paramount’s board 
chairman, and George Weltner, vee- 
pee heading its foreign dept., will 
be feted today (Wed.) at lunch by 
ho. execs at New York's Sherry- 
Netherland hotel. They'll 
their recent European tour in which 
they gave the once-over to Par’s ex- 


changes in Glasgow, Cardiff, Man- |, 


chester, London, Stockholm and 
Paris. Junket’s primary purpose, ac- 
cording to Zukor, was promotion of 
goodwill and restoration of normal 
relations between h.o. and exchanges, 
following the war's interruption. 
Ravages of war and a shortage of 
equipment and facilities haven't put 
the hex on European film produc- 
tion, Zukor said on landing here. 
Native production has taken root, 
he declared, adding that “the day of 
the Klondike boom in 
films is over. The industry has 
passed the adventure stage and is 
now serious business.” 
Squawks over J. Arthur 


from “small men” who are attempt- 
ing to cover their own failings, Zu- 
kor said. Rank is “the first English- 
man to seriously enter picture- 
making, devoting his time as well as 
his capital to the venture,” the Par 
exec added. Winding up, he predict- 
ed that U. S. pix would garner their 
greatest European coin during the 
next few years. 

No plans for either 16m distribu- 
tion or theatre acquisitions in Eu- 
rope were specifically mapped as a 
result of the tour, Weltner said, but 
Par has worked out 
plans for both moves. Weltner dis- 
closed that he plans to take off for 
Australia within the next 


Under. 


Majors Score Point In 
yy Suit Vs. Md. Indie 


; Baltimore, Dec. 17. 
Six major distribs won out today 
— the Federal court refused to 
ismiss percentage-chiseling suits 
br ought against W. J. Connellee, op- 
erating the New theatres in Elkton 
and Aberdeen, Md. Application had 
nN made on ground that suits in- 
volved less than $3,000 and that Fed- 
= jurisdiction was therefore 
a Judge Coleman, in turn- 
& down the plea, pointed out that 
Punitive damages were being sought 
y Pintifts, Universal, Columbia, 
won S, Paramount, 20th-Fox and 
he er Bros. and that. additionally, 
da ua percentage and flat rental 
“amage claimed was sufficient to 
lurnish the amount. 
acu also denied exhib’s applica- 
perticu plaintiffs to furnish 
Sena as to their complaints. 
a . ce was told to answer the 
mplaint before making his request. 





f American Telephone | 


too | 


and RKO} 


rise |. : ; 
reprise | pictures in various stages of prepara- | 


Rank’s | 
hold on British production has come | 


long-range , 


tw | 
months to 0.0. Par exchanges Down | 





| Herald’s 2d Negro Pic 


| Herald Pictures, producer of Negro 
films, has started its second film in 
a schedule of 12 productions in a 
year. Film, “Sepia Cinderella” is 
being made in the Filmcraft studios, 
N. Y., and will have a cast which 
includes Billy Daniels, Sheila Guyse, 
Ruble Blakey, John Kirby  orch. 
Arthur Leonard is directing. 

| First release “Boy, What a Girl” 
was made at the Fox Movietone 
studios and is now being edited. 


‘20th Sets Release 





With most of the majors holding 
back for various reasons on an- 
nouncing their release schedules for 
next year, 20th-Fox has already 
lined up 13 pix for tentative release 
during the first nine months of 1947. 
Budget of more than $45,000,000 set 
by 20th on these and seven other 
home-produced pix it plans to turn 
out next year is the highest by far 
in the company’s history, according 
,\to Tom J. Connors, veepee over 
Sales. 


| In addition to the 20, the company | 


will also release outside product of 
Sol M. Wurtzel and Eddie Alperson, 
along with some British-produced 
films next year, but the number of 
these hasn't yet been decided, Con- 


nors said. Of the 18 pix already 
|; earmarked for next year’s release | 
| (two more will be added later), 


| seven are in Technicolor and, in line 
with 20th’s emphasis on filming best- 
| sellers, eight of them are either 
| adaptations of classics or current top 
| novels. Company also has 33 other 


j tion, with several more bestsellers 
{included among these 

Connors stressed that the release 
| schedule was only tentative, depend- 
ing on availability of prints 
| other factors. Teeing off the new 
| list in January is “13 Rue Made- 
| leine,”” Louis de Rochemont produc- 
‘tion starring James Cagney 
| Annabella, and “The Shocking Miss 
| Pilgrim,” Betty Grable-Dick Haymes 
|musical in Technicolor. 
“Late George Apley,” co-starring 

(Continued on page 31) 





European | 


U.S. PRESSES CRIMINAL 
ACTIONS ON ‘HOT’ FILMS 


Pressing its case against the 
$1,000,000 “hot” 16m print ring, the 
Government last Thursday (12) filed 
three separate criminal informations 
alleging copyright infringements on 
| feature pictures. Three men named 
in the actions were among the 13 
arrested by the FBI last April after 
an investigation showed that 16m 

prints contributed by the film in- 
dustry for GIs overseas were being 





shown illegally in schools’ and 
churches in the U. S. 
Named as_ defendants in the 


criminal information actions by as- 
sistant attorney-general Tom 
|Murphy were Arthur = Schwarts, 
| charged with having infringed on 
copyrights of Paramount, 20th-Fox 
ani Monogram in October, 


over to Mortimer Van Brink, second 
defendant, who was charged with 
copyright infringement of the same 
three pictures in April, 1946. 

Van Brink allegedly sold or rented 


was charged with copyright in- 
fringement by exhibiting the pix in 
camps and resorts 
mountains during July and August, 
1946. Seven separate counts were 
filed against Mirasola. 

Four other persons 
arrested last April 
on Dec. 9 of having taken a 16m 
print of Warner's “Cinderella Jqnes” 
from the Army Signal Corps Photo- 
graphic Center at Asioria, Long 
Island. 


of the 13 


‘OUTPOST’ STARS SET 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
George O'Brien and Margaret 
Lindsay draw top roles in “Alaska 
Outpost,” to be produced by Ameri- 
can Eagle. 


the company completes its current 
production, “Martha.” 





Dates on 13 Films 


and | 


1945, | 
Schwarts allegedly turned the prints | 


| the films to Joseph Mirasola, who | 


in the Catskill , 


pleaded guilty | 


Greer Garson’s 5th March 


Hollywood, Dec, 17. 

For the fifth successive year Greer 
Garson will appear in Metro’s trailer 
for the March of Dimes drive 

Picture, produced by Frank Whit- 
beck and directed by Harry Loud, 
will be ready for exhibition in Jan- 
| uary, 


Rank’s Big Ad 
BR. to Push His 
Films in the U.S. 


J. Arthur Rank’s determination to 
spare no coin in breaking into the 
American market is spotlighted by 
his allocation of U. S. ad-exploitation 
budgets up to $400,000 on his first 
batch of pix with a minimum of 








Britisher’s lay-it-on-the-line 
|is indicated by fact that average 
Yank expenditures on A pix is 
$150,000. British tycoon expects to 


policy 


leadoff film for Universal distribu- 
tion, William Heineman, Rank’s U. S. 
sales topper has told his sales force, 
and “Stairway to Heaven,” followup 
pic is also due for that amount of 
exploitation coin. 

Heineman has also stressed U's 
| determination to secure the same 
terms for British films as Yank dis- 
tribs get for equivalent bracketed 
pix. Deal made with Loew’s circuit 
outside of New York illustrates 
point. Loew’s is paying scaled per- 
centages up to 50% on “Wicked 


Lady” with these playdates treated 
|as test runs before bracketing the 
| film, based on comparison with | 


during the same period. 
Recent meet of Rank’'s U. S. 
force in Chicago 


sales 


| that Heineman is at the same level 
| of command as William Scully, U’s 
sales chief. Head of Rank sales holds 
| position similar to that of sales top- 
| pers of indie producers who dis- 
tribute through United Artists and 


are independent of Grad Sears, UA | 


sales head. 


and | 


$250,000 on any one film. Extent of | 


fork out $400,000 on “Wicked Lady,” | 


American films in similar situations | 


Largest Mass Trial Vs. 208 Film 


j 


Strikers; 





Honor Hubbell, Carder 


Two execs of Seven 
| distributors of 16m _ product to 
| steamship and air lines, have 
| decorated for their war service. John 


ee 


Seas Films, 


| W. Hubbell, board chairman and | 
| treasure! of the company, received 
|the Army commendation ribbon, 
while veepee Earle W. Carder re- 
ceived the same award from the 
Navy 

Awards were made by Under- 
secretary of the Navy John L. Sul- 
livan. 


Anglo-U. S, Film 
Union Forming 


Formation of an 
|federation of film trade unions, 
which will include the bulk of studio 
technicians and projeciionists in the 
U. S. and England, is now passing 
through the talking stage. Idea for 
the union international was spawned 
by the recent U.S. visit of 
| O’Brien, general secretary of the 
| National Assn. of Theatre and Kine 
—— of Great Britain, where 
| he held preliminary discussions with 
Richard F. Walsh, head of the In- 


} 


international 


| ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
| and Stagehand Employees. 
Walsh is slated to visit England 


next spring for final action on the 


mittees of both unions have been 
set up to draw a working blueprint 
for the international. 





brought out fact | 


RKO INKS SPEWACKS 

Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
RKO inked Sam and Bella Spe- 
wack to a writer-producer chore on 
“The Night is Young.” starting early 
next month. 
Play was 

| the stage. 


originally written for 








Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Allyn Joslyn plays a Washington 
correspondent in the Eddie Cantor 
production, “If You Knew Susie,” at 
RKO ... Byron Haskin started his 


first director chore for Hal Wallis 
in “Deadlock,” on location at Irvine, 
Cal. ... Three UCLA athletes, Mar- 


vin Lee, Dick West and Mike 
Mavienthal, inked by Robert Riskin 
for sports sequences in “Magic 


| Town” at RKO... Philip Ahn, re- 
| cently discharged from the Army, 
| draws a featured role in “Women 
of the Night.” directed by William 
Rowland at Ensenada. Mexico... 
| Gertrude W. Walker was inked to 
| screenplay “.njustice,” which Au- 
| brey Schenck will produce for 
Eagle-Lion ... Edgar Barrier draws 
ury,” produced by Sidney Buchman 
at Columbia. 


| Dave Miller. after three-years in 
‘the Army, resumed work as dance 
| director at Metro “It’s Only 
Human” is new tag on “The Big 
‘Heart’ at 20th-Fox...Lucille Ball's 


sister Cleo Morgan, inked for a spot 
‘in Seymour's Nebenzal’s “Personal 
Column.”...Start of “Repeat Per- 
formance.” Joan Leslie starrer, post- 
poned from Dec. 18 to 26...Walter 
/Wanger inked Whitfield Connor for 


ia top role in “Washington Flyer,” 
Susan Hayward starrer...Sam Katz- 
man wil! produce “Broadway Baby,” 


starting Jan. 15, at Columbia... 
Mikhail Rasumny draws a comic 
role in “Saigon” at Paramount... 


| Herbert Marshal! and Lucile Watson 
‘inked for featured roles in “Ivy.” 
|produced by Sam Wood for Uni- 
| yversal-International. 

| Sir Cedric Hardwicke signed for a 
| key role in “Tycoon,” John Wayne 


starrer to be produced by Stephen | 


| Ames at RKO... 20th-Fox bought 
|“Lydia Bailey.” a novel by Kenneth 
| Roberts. from the galley proofs... 
| Steve Darrell draws the top heavy 
| role in the Colbert Clark production, 
| “Riders of the Lone Star,” at Colum- 
‘bia .. . Republic finished shooting 
| on three high-budget pictures, “Gal- 


| titled Nelson Eddy starrer . 


| Meadows. newcomer at Metro. as- 


a key role in “Assigned to Treas- | 


“Song of the Thin Man.” 


Kilburn drew support role 


Venture Pictures. 


troupe resumed shooting on 
home lot after two weeks in San 
Francisco . . . Robert Riskin’s 


“Magic Town” company was forced 
\> cancel a four-week location stint 
at Chico, Cal. because of weather 
. . . RKO borrowed Rhonda Flem- 
ing from David O. Selznick for a 
featured role in “Out of the Past.” 
; William Russell subbed for 
Elliott Nugent as director on added 
scenes for “My Favorite Brunette” 
at Paramount. 

Arthur Murray ciosed a deal with 
| Embro Pictures for a series of shorts 
on dance crazes, featuring Edna 
Ryan .. Argosy is establishing 





publicity offices in Mexico City, with | 


Cliff Lewis in charge, to plug “The 
Fugitive” Cyril Endfield will 
direct “Story Bites Man” for Comet 
| Productions, starting in January .. . 
| Metro dropped 12 more off its writ- 


been | 


Tom | 


joint union setup. Meanwhile, com- | 


Enterprise Picketed 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Largest mass trial ever held here 
began yesterday (16) when 208 
pickets faced court in Patriotic Hall 
in the first group of four such ses- 
sions to present charges against 1,300 
| who assertedly violated court injunec- 
| tion against studio picketing, Trial 
is presumed to last well into 1947 be- 


cause Of magnitude and lengthy 
legal action 

Picket lines meantime shot up 
around Enterprise yesterday (Mon.) 
when 50 film technicians became 


picketers and CSU members decided 
; to respect the lines, effectively 
| shutting down production on lot 
Herbert Sorrell, CSU prexy, is 
being urged for the post of Inter- 
national representative for Painters 
union in Hollywood by the Confer- 
ence of Studio Unions. 


Resolut ions 


were forwarded to L. P. Lindelof, 
the Painters International prexy, 
with idea to get Sorrell on equal 
footing here with Roy M. Brewer, 
IATSE International 


Hollv- 


rep io) 
wood 


Walt Disney Back With 
Leprechaun Pic Ideas; 
Uncertain About Plans 


Production on Walt Disney's “The 
Little People” will begin within the 


month according to the cartoon 
chicf. who just returned from a 
material hunt in Ireland. New Fea- 
ture will introduce Leprechauns, 
Irish version of the elf, to the 
American sereen. Release is sched- 
uled for between two and three 
years from the time film goes into 
| the works. 


Disney and aide Pere Pieree spent 


| several weeks in Eire working with 


the 








Irish Folklore Commission, 
which has been collecting tradi- 
tional tales for over two years. 

| No story has been set as yet for the 
film. which will also have live 
action. Returning on the Queen 


| Elizabeth Thursday €12) with Disney 


and his wife were other members 
of the research and production staff. 

Next feature scheduled to come 
off the production line, according to 
Disney, will be “Jack and the Bean- 
stalk,” made in a participation deal 
with Edgar Bergen, and _ starring 
Charlie McCarthy and Donald Duck. 


signed to the second femme lead in |In release it will follow “Alice in 
oss WUE] Wonderland” and “Peter Pan.” one 
in | of which will be the next put on the 
“Bulldog Drummond,” produced by | market by the cartoonery. 


Concerning reports that he would 


‘ Columbia’s “Lady From Shangai” _ drop short subject production, Dis- 
the | ney said that there is no truth to it 


at present, since the company policy 
has not yet been definitely set. He 
admitted that shorts production had 
been drastically cut because of the 
rise in costs, and added that there 
is little possibility that shorts rentals 
will be raised because the exhibitor 
market is about saturated with prices 
on that type of product. The ideal 
setup for the next couple of years, 


‘according to Disney, is to produce 


| two full-length features and a limi- 
ted number of short subjects. 





-20th-Fox Att'y Sworn In 


As N. Y. Sup. C’t Justice 


William T. Powers, genera] counsel 
for 20th-Fox, was sworn in yester- 
day (Tues.) as a Supreme Court 


| Justice of New York State before a 


| ing staff, including Howard Emmett | number of film execs and friends 
| Rogers, Jack McGowan and Harry) including Spyros T. Skouras, com- 


Crane . 

'tured role in the Nat Perrin produc- 
tion. “Song of the Thin Man.” at 
Metro Peter Chong inked for 


the top Oriental role in 
Treasury” at Columbia. 

William Demarest draws the role 
|of The Barker in “Variety Girl’ at 
| Paramount . Isabelita inked by 
| Paramount to star in a musical] short, 
“Champagne for Two,” based on a 
story by Billy Rose . Warners 
bought two boilers and water pumps 


“Assigned to 


to create hurricane scenes in “Night | 


Unto Night” Joyce Reynolds 
checked in at Warners, after a re- 
tirement of 18 months, to start work 
iin her next starrer, “Wallflower”. 
| Fanchon returned from New York to 
|start production on “Books Are 
| Lighter Than Rifles” at Republic... 
| Melville F. Baker inked to collabo- 
irate with F. Hugh Herbert on the 
| script of “A Letter to Five Wives” at 
Fscoeken Script of Seymour 


lof Southern California. 


| tion 


, on 
| vember. 
'the Brooklyn Supreme Court with 
' Justice Charles C. 


. . Leon Ames draws a fea- pany prexy, and Edward Raftery, 
| United Artists president. 


New jus- 
tice takes office Jan. 1 with jurisdic- 
in Brooklyn and Long Island. 
Powers was elected as candidate 
the Republican ticket this No- 
Ceremonies took place in 


Lockwood pre- 
siding. 


! Pix Appeal Earmarks 


$1,000,000 for Chest 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Motion picture’s annual United 
Appeal campaign for 1947 aims at 
handing $1.000,000 to the local Com- 
munity Chest, in addition to benefits 


|to the film industry workers. 


This announcement was made at a 
Chest luncheon at the Biltmore 
Bowl by M. C. Levee, chairman of 
the Permanent Charities Committee. 
Under the current § arrangement, 


Filming starts in February when} lant Man.” “Wyoming” and the un-| Nebenzal's “Heaven Only Knows”, only one drive will be made each 
| .. Jane | approved by the Church Federation | year, doing away with the numerous 
|campaigns in the past. 
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L. A. in Doldrums Albeit ‘Show-Off, 
‘Shadow’ Okay $47,000 for 5 Spots; 
‘Goodbye’ 376, ‘People’ 456, Meagre 


+ 


17 
Dre- 


Los Angeles, Dec 
Lightweight product and 
Xmas slump are taking the edge off | 
firstrun Newcomers largely | 


slow 


biz here 


are as a majority of theatres | 


mark-time for the big holiday open- 


ing: | 

Best showing is being made Dy 
“Show-Off.” new Red Skelton com- 
e and “Shadow of Womat vhich 
vi do okay $47,000 in five houses 


“Two Smart People” and “Cockeyed 


Miracle” combo looks slow $45,000 in 


four spots “Never Say Goodbye” 
shapes as light $37,000 in three thea- 

Second frame of “Secret Heart | 
Jooks just okay at $42,500 four | 
situations. “Jolson Story” is still | 
rolling along at $27,000 or* near for 


sixth frame in two spots and stays 
seventh week “Two Years Before 
Mast” shapes as good $21,500 in two 
houses for fourth stanza 

Estimates for This Week 

Belmont (FWC) (1,532; 50-$1)— 
“Secret Heart” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Okay $5,500. Last week, smooth 
$9,100 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (Blumen- 
feld-G&S) (824; 65-$1)—‘“Angei On | 
(UA) (4th 
Closing with $2,500. Last 
stout $3,700. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 50- 
$1)—“‘Magnificent Doll” (U) (m.o.). 
Faint $3,500. Last week, “Dark Mir- 
vor’ (U) (2d wk) (m.o.), good $4,400. 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048; 50- 


} 


week, 


$1)—"“Two Smart People” (M-G) | 
and “Cockeyed Miracle’ ‘(M-G). 
Slow $10,000. Last week, “Wake Up, 


(20th) and “Dangerous Mil- 
‘lions’ (20th) (2d wk), $7,100. 
Downtown (WB) (1,800: 50-$1)— 
“Never Say Goodbye” (WB). Off at 
$15,000. Last week, 


Dream” 


“Deceprion”’ 
(WB) (3d wk), neat $11,500. 


Downtown Music Hall ‘(Blumen- 
feld) (872; 55-$1) — “Angel On 
Shoulder” (UA) (4th wk-9 days). 


Near $7,000. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1.538: 50-$1)— 
“Secret Heart” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Okay $10,000. Last week, not up to 
hones at $14,600. 


Fl Rey (FWC) (861: 50-$1)— 
“Bowery” (20th) and “Sun Valley 
Serenade” (20th) (reissues). Only 


$3.000. Last week, “Boom Town” 
(M-G) (2d wk) (reissue), $2,500. 
Four Star (UA-WC) (900: 50-85)— 


“Margie’ (20th) (3d wk) (m.o.). 
Neat $3,500. Last week, steady 
$5.200. 


Guild (FWC) (968; 50-$1)—“Show- 
Of’ (M-G) and “Shadow of Woman” 
(WB). Average $6,500. Last week, 
“Magnificent Doll” (U) (2d wk), sad 


$2.400. 
Hawaii (G&S-Blumenfeld) (956; 
50-$1)—*‘Angel On Shoulder” (UA) 


(4th wk-9 days). Near $3,000. 

week, sharp $3,700. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756: 50-$1)— 
“Never Say Goodbye” (WB). Light 
$12,000. Last week, “Deception” 
(WB) (3d wk), okay $7,800. 

Hellywood Music Hall ‘(Blumen- 
feld (475; 50-85) “Angel On 
Shoulder” (UA) (4th wk-9 days). 
Near $2,500. Last week, okay $3,400. 

Iris (FWC) (828; 50-85)—“Show- 
Off” (M-G) and “Shadow of Woman” 
(WB). Okay $7,000. Last -week, 
“Magnificent Doll” (U) (2d wk). dull 
$2.600. 

Loew State (Loew-WC) (2,404: 50- 
$1)—“Two Smart People” (M-G) 
and “Cockeyed Miracle” (M-G). 
Slow $20,000. Last week, “Wake Up, 
Dream” (20th) and “Dangerous Mil- 
lions” (20th) (2d wk), faint $11,500. 

Les Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097: 
50-$1)—“‘Secret Heart” (M-G) (2d 
wk). Near $18,000. Last week, be- 
low hopes at $28,500. 

Loyola (FWC) (1,248: 50-$1)— 
“Two Smart People’ (M-G) and 
“Cockeyed Miracle” (M-G). Okay 
$7.500. Last week. “Wake Up, 
Dream” (20th) and “Dangerous Mil- 
lions” (20th) (2d wk), slight $4,200. 

Million Dollar (D’town) (2.420: 55- 
85)—"“Brute Man” (PRC) with Pearl 
Bailey and Herb Jeffries on stage. 
Nice $20,000. Last week. “Killers” 
(U) and “Lady Luck” (RKO) (2d 
runs) with amateur revue on stage, 
fair $18,000. 

Orpheum (D’town-WC) (2,210: 55- 
$1)—“Bowery” (20th) and “Sun 
Valley Serenade” (20th) (reissues). 
Dull $11,000. Last week, “Boom 
Town” (M-G) (reissue) (2d wk) and 
“Strange Conquest” (U), only $9,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 50-$1)— 
“Jolson Story” (Col) (6th wk). Near 
$14.000. Last week, nifty $18,100. 

Paramount (F&M) (3,398: 50-$1)— 
“Two Years Before Mast” (Par) and 
“Mysterious Mr. Valentine” (Rep) 
(4th wk). Bettering $13000. Last 
week, pleased with $21,800. 

Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
451: 50-$1)—“Mast” (Par) (4th wk). 
Closing with $8,500. Last week, good 
$13.200. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2.890: 50- 
80)—“Jolson Story” (Col) (6th wk). 
Nice $13.000. Last week. $18,000. 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 50-$1 }—“Show- 
Off” «M-G) and “Shadow of Woman” | 
(WB). Good $9.500. Last week. 


Last 


wk-9 days). | 


Last week, okay $9,100. | 


l 
| 
| 





Broadway Grosses 





Estimated Total Grass 
This Week $642,000 
(Based on 18 theatres) 


Yotal Gross Same Werk 
Last Week 
(Baised o 


$604,000 


I theatres) 


‘ 





Xmas Bops Hub: 
‘Woman’ $40,000 


Boston, Dec. 17 
is being hit this week, 
pre-Christmas slump having 
delayed one session by good | 
product. This week, however, prod- 
uct not too good and resultant 
takes are woeful. Only “Blue Skies,” 
in third week at Met, even looks good 
and that’s off from recent totals. 
Elsewhere the take is low 

Estimates for This Week 

| Boston (RKO) (3,200: 50-$1.10) 
|\“Gentleman Palooka” (Mono) plus 
| Bobby Sherwood orch, Lena Horne, | 
| others, on stage. Pre-Xmas lull re- 
| ducing this solid bill to sad $25,000. 


Hub really 
the 
been 


iS 


|Last week, “San Quentin” (RKO) | 
| plus Frances Langford, others, on! 
| stage, $38,000 

| Fenway ‘M-P) (1,373; 40-80)— 

|“Plainsman” (Par) and “Jungle 


Princess” ‘Par) (reissue). Sub-stand- 
|ard $8,000. Last week, “Never Say | 
| Goodbye” «(WB) and “High School 

Hero” (Mono), $10,000. 

Majestic ‘Indie) (1,500; 
|“Now Tomorrow” (Par) and “Rain- 
|bow Island” ‘(Par) treissues) (2d 
|wk). Gloomy $4.000 after nice $8,000, 
| first. 

Memorial ‘RKO) (2.900: 40-80)— 
“Lady Luck” ‘tRKO) and “Tracy 
|Cueball” «RKO>. Not going for this 
combo at $22,000. Last week, “Dark 
| Mirror” (‘U) and “Vacation Reno” 
(RKO) (2d wk). strong $26,000. 


40-80 )— 


| Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 40-80) | 
|} —‘Blue Skies” (Par) (3d wk). Off | 


| with others at $26,000 after mam- 
| moth $39.000 for second week. 
Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 40-80)- 
|“Strange Woman” (UA) and “Secret 
Whistler” (Col). First week all right 
$25,000. In ahead, 
(M-G) (2d wk-5 days). big $15,000. 
Paramount ‘(M-P) (1,700; 40-80)— 
“Plainsman” (Par) and “Jungle 
Princess” (Par) (reissues). Thin $11,- 
| 000. 
bye” (WB) and 
(Mono), $17.000. 
State (Loew) (3.200:  40-80)— 
“Strange Woman” (UA) and “Secret 


“High School Hero” 


(PRC) and (In- 


die), $5,000. 


“Unknown Guest” 





NSS RECLAIMS IDEAL 

Ideal Sound Studios in North Ber- 
gen, N. J., reverts to National Screen 
Service next month upon expiration 
of current lease held by Charles J. 
Gribbon, veepee of Lloyd’s Film 
Storage. According to Lew Levin, 
National Screen exec, premises will 
probably be used for storage. 

Studios reportedly are in a bad 
'bad state of repair. Last film to 
| have been made there was a Negro 
pic produced last summer by Ted 
Toddy’s indie outfit. 








“Show-Oft” (M-G) and “Shadow of 


Woman” (WB). Good $6,000. Last 
week, “Magnificent Doll” (U) (2d 
wk), slow $3,600. 

United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100: 
50-$1) — “Show-Off” (M-G) and 
“Shadow of Woman” (WB). Sturdy 


$7,500. Last week, “Wake Up and 
Dream” (20th) and “Dangerous Mil- 
lions” (20th) (2d wk). faint $3,600. 

Vogue ‘(FWC) (885: 50-85)— 
“Bowery” (20th) and “Sun Valley 
Serenade” (20th) (reissues). Only 
$3,000. Last week, “Boom Town” 
(M-G) (2d wk) (reissue), same. 

Wilshire (FWC) (2,296: 50-$1)— 
“Secret Heart” «(M-G) (2d wk). Okay 
$10,000. Last week, fair $13.300. 

Wiltern (WB) (2.300: 50-$1)—/| 
“Never Say Goodbye” (WB). Mile | 
$10,000. Last week. “Deception” 
(WB) (3d wk). nice $9 800. 





“Undercurrent” | 


Last week, “Never Say Good- | 


Whistler” «Col). Okay $15,000. In! 
ahead, “Undercurrent” (M-G) (2d 
wk-5 days), $8,000. 

Translux ‘(Transiux) (900; 30-74)— 
“Alleghany Uprising’ (RKO) and 
“Sea Devil’ «RKO) (reissues). Fine 
$7,500. Last week, “Accomplice” | 


“Magnificent Doll” «(U) (2d wk), 
slow $6,000. 
Studio City (FWC) (880; 50-$1)— 


Holdovers Bop St. Loo; 
‘Woman’ Passable 196 


St. Louis, Dec. 17. 

Pre-Xmas 
going full blast. and with few new 
films on tap, biz is at low ebb cur- 
rently. “Strange Woman” looks 
standout at Loew's but not too big. 
“Blue Skies” still hefty in 


week at Ambassador 


Estimates for This Week 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75) 
‘Blue Skies” (Par) (3d wk). Solid 

$11.000 after neat $16,500 second ses- 


Fox (F&M) (5.000; 50-75) ‘Al- 
leghany Uprising” «RKO) and “Sea 
Devil’ (RKO) (reissues) Thin 
$14,000 Last week Nocturne” 
(RKO) and “Bedlam” (RKO), fair- 
ish $17,000 

Loew's (Loew) (3,172: 50-75) 
Strange Woman” «UA) and “Crime 
Doctor’s Man Hunt” (Col). Passable 


Last week, “Undercurrent” 
(2d wk), fancy $17,000 
(F&M) (3,500: 50-75) 
“Darling Clementine” (20th) and 
“Phantom Thief” (Col) (2d wk). 
Will grab $14,500 after nice $16,000 
first stanza. 

Orpheum (Loew)? (2,000; 50-75) — 
“Undercurrent” «(M-G). 


$19,000 
(M-G) 
Missouri 


Last week, “Thrill of Brazil” ‘«Col) 
and “Devil's Playground” (UA), 
$6,000 

St. Lou:s (F&M) (4,000; 50-60)— 
“Cloak and Dagger’ (WB) and/| 
“Walls Come Tumbling Down” (Col) 
(4th wk). Good $6,000. Last week, | 
$8,000. 





L’ville Holds Up Well; 
‘Clementine’ Fancy 186, 
‘Wicked Lady’ Hot 166 


Louisville, Dec. 17. 
Downtown houses report fairly 
satisfactory business this week de- 
spite heavy shopping. Expected pre- 
Christmas slump has not been ap- 
parent yet. “My Darling Clemen- 
tine” at the Rialto looks strong to 
top town. “Wicked Lady” at the 
State also active at the 
word-of-mouth helping. 
Estimates for This Week 
Brown (4th Ave.-Loew’'s) (1,000; 
40-60) — “Margie” (20th) (3d down- 
town wk). Doing okay after rainy 
start at $4,500. Last week, fine $6,500 
on m.o. 


1S 


Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) 
“Holiday in Mexico” (M-G) and | 
“Shouldn't Happen to Dog” (20th). 


Medium $3,300. Last week, “Gallant 


Bess” (M-G) and “Claudia and Da- 
vid” (20th), $3,500. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,100; 
40-60) — “Deception” (WB) (2d 


wk). Sturdy $6,000 after last week’s 
solid $9,000. 

National (Standard) (3,400; 40-60) 
| —"“Searching Wind” (Par). Modest 
$9,000. or near. Last week, ‘Dark 
Mirror” (U) and “Home on Range” 
(Rep) (2d wk), fair $6,500. 
| Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 40- 
| 60) — “Darling Clementine” (20th). 
| Fancy $18,000. Last week, “The 
Stranger” (RKO) and “Genius at 
| Work” (RKO), mild $12,000. 

State (Loew's) (3,300: 40-60) — 
| “Wicked Lady” (U) and “Blondie 


Knows Best” (Col). Healthy $16,000. | 


Last week, “Undercurrent” (M-G) 
| and “Betty Co-Ed” (Col) (2d wk), 
| moderate $8,000 in 5 days. 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
40-60) “Plainsman” (Par) and 
| “Jungle Princess” (Par) (2d 
| (reissues). Good $5,500. Last 
| oke $6,500. 


CLEVE. SAD: ‘GOODBYE 
186: ‘NOCTURNE’ 166 


Cleveland, Dec. 17. 
| Every house is in a nose-dive this 
week, with film theatres being hit as 
badly as the niteries. “Strange 
Woman” is showing a bit more life 
than others but “Never Say Good- 
bye” at Hipp and “Nocturne” at Pal- 
ace won't pull out of the tailspin. 
Estimates for This Week 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70 )—‘‘Lady 
Luck” (RKO). Light $10,000. Last 
week, “Margie” (20th) (4th wk), fine 
| $12,000. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— 
“Never Say Goodbye” (WB). Fair 
$18,000, Last week, “Deception” 
(WB) (2d wk), dropped to $15,500. 

Lake (Warners) (800; 55-70)—“De- 
| ception” (WB) (m.o.). Good $3,500. 
| Last week, “Nobody Lives Forever” 
| (WB) (m.o.), oke $3,000. 
| Ohio (Loew's) (1,200: 





| 
| 


55-70 )— 


$18,000. Last week, “Magnificent | “Undercurrent” (M-G) (m.o.). Ordi- 

Doll (U) (2d wk ). okay $10,200. nary $8,000 or under. Last week, 
Uptown ‘(FWC) “1,719; 50-$1)— “No Leave’ (M-G) (m.o.), smart 

“Two Smart People” (M-G) and}! $5,500 in 5 days. 

“Cockeyed Miiacie” (M-G). Average | Palace (RKO) (3,300: 55-70)— 


“Nocturne” (RKO). House shifts 
back to temporary straight-pix grind, 
|and getting moderate $16,000. Last 
week, “‘Falcon’s Adventure” (RKO) 
| plus Mickey Rooney's stage show. 
| socko $44,000. 

|” State (Loew's) (3,450: 
| “Strange Woman” (UA). Good $24.- 
500. Last week. “Undercurrent” 
(M-G) on 5-day holdover, fell off to 
$15,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2.700; 55-70)— 
“Angel On My Shoulder” (UA). 
Second week fell to thin $6.500 fol- 
lowing excellent $13,500 opener. 


55-70 )\— 


spending splurge, now | 


third | 


Only $4,500. | 


, | 
wicket, | 


wk) | 
week, | 


Det. on Skids But ‘People’ Start 186: 


| 
| 





| 
| Key City Grosses 


Estimated otal Gross 
This Week $2,682,000 
‘Based on 196 thea- 
tres. chiefly first runs, including 
a 2 
Yotal Gross Same Week 
Last Year $2,043,200 
(Based on 19 cities, 164 theatres) 


Plainsman’-Slack 


‘Plainsman - 


22 cities, 





‘Luck’ Weak 106, ‘Gentlema 


| 


| Michigan 


$22,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 
Xmas shopping is taking a chunk 
out of film biz here this week. There's 
been a dip from last week’s sock rec- 
ord. “Plainsman and Lady” with 
Freddie Slack band fairly good 
at Earle 
| Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-94) 
“Strange Woman” (UA) (3d wk) 
| Okay $16,500. Last week, good $18.,- 
000, 
| Areadia (Sablosky) (700: 
i“No Leave’ (M-G) (2d run). 
| $5,500. Last week, “Holiday in Mex- 
|}ico” (M-G), oke $7,000 second run. 
Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—‘Re- 
turn Monte Cristo” (Col). Fairish 
$19,000 plus $3,500 for one-day stand 
|at Earle, Sunday. Last week, “Bach- 
|elor’'s Daughter” (UA), $14,500. 
Earle (WB) (2,760; 60-99 )}—“Plains- 
}man and Lady” (Rep) with stage 
| show headed by Freddy Slack orch. 
| Modest $22,000. Last week, “Wife 
| Wanted” (Mono) with Andrews Sis- 
| ters onstage, big $30,000. 
Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-94) 
Beauty” (20th) (5 days). 
'000. Being yanked to put house back 
to Wednesday opening policy with 
“Razor's Edge” (20th). Last week, 
|\“Wake Up, Dream” (20th), modest 
$16,500. 
| Geldman (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
|“Dark Mirror” (U) (3d wk). Good 
| $20,000. Last week, neat $25,000. 
Karlton (Goldman) (1,000: 50-94)— 
“Margie” (20th) (2d run). Trim $7,- 
500. Last week, “Notorious Gentle- 


is 


“Black 


man” (U), pale $5,500 for third week. | 


| Keith's (Goldman) (1,500; 50-94)- 
“Two Years Before Mast” (Par) (2d 


lrun) (2d wk). Mild $6,500. Last 
week, fine $8,500. 
Mastbaum (WB) (4,350; 50-94)— 


“Killers” (U) (2d wk). Good $27,500. 
| Opener was great $38,000 plus hot 
| $4,500 for Sunday at Earle 

| Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-94)—“Blue 
| Skies” (3d wk). Bright $27,500. Last 
| week, husky $35,000. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 40-94 )—“Gal- 
lant Bess” ‘(M-G). Sad $8,000 despite 
beaucoup ballyhoo. Four days of 
third week for “Verdict” (WB) was 
| nice $7,000 





“Mills Bros. Lift ‘Luck’ 


To Husky 3236, Frisco 
San Francisco, Dec. 17. 


With the exception of the Golden 
| Gate, business is really on a severe 


i} downbeat at deluxe houses this 
| week. Mills Bros. with vaudeville 
|}lineup on stage will boost “Lady 
| Luck” to husky figure at the Gate. 


“Brennan Girl” is doing fairly well, 
all considered, at the Warfield. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fox ‘(FWC) (4,651; 55-95)—‘The 
Verdict’ (WB) and “Wanted for 
Murder” (20th). Pallic $23,000 likely. 
Last week, “Blue Skies” (Par) (2d 
wk), big $27,500. 

Goiden Gate (RKO) (2,844: 60-95) 
—‘“Lady Luck” (RKO) plus vaude 
headed by Mills Bros. Husky $32,- 
500. 
plus stage show headed by Jan 
Savitt orch, $21,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 55- 
85)—“Bachelor’s Daughters” (UA) 


So-so $13.- | 


50-94 )— | 
Mild | 


Mild 9¢ 
Detroit, Dee. 17 

Business at the downtown de- 
luxers is Off sadly this session be- 
cause of pre-Xmas shopping binge 
here this year. Fact that there are 
only three new pictures besides a 
pair of reissues, at the Downtown 
also is cutting into the overall tota) 


Only new entry to attract much at- 
tention is .“Two Smart People 
which is doing fairly well at the 


Of the films in their sec- 


ond weeks, “Dark Mirror” at the 
Fox and “Undercurrent” at the 
United Artists shape up best 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadwavy-Capitol (United De- 
troit) (3,309: 70-95)—“Lady Luck” 
(RKO) and “Crack-Up” (RKO) 
Tepid $10,000. Last week, “Bach- 


elor’s Daughters” (RKO) and “Sean- 
dal in Paris” (UA), $9,000. 


Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95) 
“Notorious Gentleman” (U) = and 
“Inner Circle” (Rep). Moderate 
$9,000. Last week, “Sister's Secret” 
(PRC) and “Rolling Home” (SGP), 
thin $6,000 

Downtown Balaban) (2,683: 70- 
95)—"Captain Caution” (SGP) and 


“Captain 
Fair $7,500 


Fury” (SGP) (reissues). 
Last week, “Crime Doc- 


tor’s Man Hunt” (Col) with Lena 
Horne, Bobby Sherwood 9 orch 
others, on stage, loud $30,000 in 6 
days, 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100: 70- 
95)—“Dark Mirror” (U) and “Dan- 
gerous Millions” (20th) (2d wk). 
Trim $21,000. Last week, stout $30,- 
000. 
| Madison (United Detroit) (1,866: 
50-60)—“Three Little Girls” (20th) 
and “Boy’s Ranch” (M-G). Down 


| 


| 


Last week, “Nocturne” (RKO) | 


to $2,100 in 3 days. Last week, “Mr. 
Ace” (UA) and “Time of Their 
Lives” (U), $2,400 in 3 days. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,039: 
70-95)—“Two Smart People” (M- 
G) and “Child of Divorce” (RKO) 
Nice $18,000. Last week, “No 
Leave” (M-G) and “Glass Alibi” 
(Rep), $20,000. 

Palms-State ‘United Detroit) 
(2,976; 70-95)—“Blue Skies” (Par) 
and “Wife Wanted” (4th wk).. Still 
strong at $15,000. Last week, great 


$17,000. 

United Artists ‘United Detroit) 
(1,941; 70-95)—“Undercurrent” (M- 
G) and “Sunset Pass” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Big $17,000. Last week, sock 
$28,000. 





Cincy Coasting Albeit 


‘Woman’ Sharp 176; 
‘Chase’ Nice With 136 


Dec. 17. 
Biding time for Christmas, major 
houses are getting just the kind of 
trade that comes naturally during 
this stretch. Albee, which dropped 
stage shows until Dec. 26, is front- 
ing the pack currently with a sharp 
total on “Strange Woman.” It’s sev- 


Cincinnati, 


eral jumps ahead of “The Chase” 
; in the Palace. 
Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-70) — 
“Strange Woman” (UA). Sharp 
$17,000. House is recessing stage 
shows for two weeks to Dec. 26. Last 
week, “Blondie Knows Best” (Col) 
and Vaughn Monroe orch, others, 
' on stage, at 55-95c. seale, smash 


' week, “Magnificent Doll” 





$40,000 and near season's best. 


Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-70) 
“Undercurrent” (M-G) (3d wk). 
Good $7,000. Last week, $9,500. 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 55-70) — 
“Thrill of Brazil” (Col). Trim $8.- 
000. Last week, “Verdict” (WB), 


swell $11,000. 

Keith’s (UP) (1.542: 55-70) — “No- 
torious Gentleman” (U). Fine no- 
tices but only fairish $6,500. Last 


(U) (2d 

wk), trim $6,500. 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 55-70) 
“God's Country” (SG) and “North- 
west Trail” (SG). Moderate $6,000. 


Last week, “Nocturne” (RKO) 
(m.o.), okay $5,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-70) — 
“Chase” (UA). Nice $13,000. Last 
| week, “Never Say Goodbye” (WB), 
$11,000. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 55-70) — 


| and “Mysterious Intruder” (U®. Will | 
|be only about $12,000. Last week, 
'*Dark Mirror” (U) (4th wk), nice 
$10,500. 


Paramount (FWC) (2,646: 55-85)— | 


“Wake Up, Dream” (20th) and “Dan- 
| gerous Millions” (20th). Thin $15.- 
| 000 or over. Last week, “No Leave” 

(M-G) (2d wk), 5 days, $12,500. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) (200: $1.80 
} to $2.40)—“Henry V” (UA) (12th 
| wk ) Around $7,000. Last week, 
Capacity $7,500. 
| S$tate (FWC) (2,133; 55-85)—“Blue 

Skies” (Par) (m.o.). Holding nicely 
| at $15,000. Last week, “Bell Tolls” 
| (Par) and “Salty O'Rourke” 
| (reissues), 5 days, colorless $5,000. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) 

207; 55-85)—“Angel On 

(UA) ‘4th wk). Down 
| Last week, good $8,200. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656: 55-85)— 
|“That Brennan Girl” (Rep) 
| “Plainsman and Lady” (Rep). Fairly 


Shoulder” 
to $7.000. 


| good $22.000 or near. Last week, 
“Never Say Goodbye” «WB) (2d 
i}wk), thin $14,500 


(Par) | 
| spot on theatre row 
(1,- | 


and | 


| 


“Jolson Story” (Col). Bowing out 
on sixth downtown week to plump 
$5,000. Last week, $7,000. 


Cold, Pre-Xmas Sloughs 
K.C.; ‘Woman’ Thin 166 


Kansas City, Dec. 17. 

Christmas shopping season is in 
with a bang and theatres are finding 
it a sad going this week. Only bright 
is the Midland 
with “Strange Woman,” and _ that 
could be better. “Nocturne,” head- 
ing bill at the Orpheum is only fair- 
ish. Biz also was hurt by lower tem- 
peratures over the weekend. 

Estimates for This Week 





Esquire - Uptown - Fairway (Fox- 
Midwest) (820, 2,043, 700; 45-65)-- 
“Always Loved You” (Rep), Modest 


(Continued on page 31) 
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Cold Wave, Gift Buying Slough Chi: 


‘Miracle’-Calloway 616, ‘Journey’ 22G 


> 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 

den chill cold wave, starting 
hg em (12), is blamed for 
part of Loop downbeat. Pre-Xmas 
is doing the rest to produce a very 
sad session, Three new shows are 
failing to make usual sizable dent. . 
Top opener is “Cockeyed Miracle, 
with Cab Calloway band on Stage, 
at Chicago, with around $61,000 
likely. “Gallant Journey.” bowing 
at Roosevelt, looks okay $22,000. x" 
Palace has “Notorious Gentleman 
and “White Tie and Tails,” but 
-hould hit only $18,000 or a bit bet- 
| which are 


jong-run_ pictures, 

a. ae worst of all, and 
holdovers in most other spots are 
way off. 

* Estimates for This Week , 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 95)—“Big 
Sleep” (WB) (9th wk). Slid to 
$9,000, Last week, okay $12,000. 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 65-95 )— 


“Cockeyed Miracle” (M-G) with Cab 
Calloway orch and revue on stage. 


Shapes to do good $61,000. Last 
week, ‘Thrill of Brazil” (Col) with 
Tony Martin in person, bangup 
$75,000. 


Civic (Wildberg) (900; $1.10-$2.20) 
— ‘Henry V” (UA). Off to around 
$6,500. Last week, fancy $9,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 65-95)— 
“Darling Clementine” (20th) (8th 


wk). Mild $9,000. Last week, so-so 
$10,000 

Grand (RKO) (1,500; 65-95)— | 
“Nocturne” (RKO) (3d wk). One 


of top holdovers in town, tasty $20,- 


000. Last week, solid $23,000. 
Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 65-95) 
—‘Margie” (20th) with “Star and 


Garter” unit on stage (3d wk). Down 


to thin $35,000 after last week's 
strong $50,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 65-95)— 
“Notorious Gentleman” (U) = and 
“White Tie and Tails’ (U). Looks 
to get middling $18,000. Last week, 
“Lady Luck” (RKO) and “Dick 
Tracy” (RKO), slow $16,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1.500; 65-95)— 
“Gallant Journey” (Col). Satisfac- 


tory $22,000. Last week. “Cloak and 
Dagger” (WB) (4th wk), $10,000 in 
4 days. 

State—Lake (B&K) (2,700; 65-95) 
—"“Deception” (WB) (6th = wk). 
Average $13,500. Last week, not bad 
at $17.000. 

United Artists 
95)—“Three Wise Fools” 
wk). Sound $18,000. 
trim $23,000. 

Woods (Essaness) (1.200: 65-95)— 
“Dark Mirror” (U) (8th wk). 
to $6.000 for 4 days. Last 
good $14,000. 


(B&K) (1.700; 65- 
(M-G) (2d 


Last week, 


weck, 


Prov. Okay; Andrews Sis, 
Pastor Up ‘Forever’ 156, 
‘Mirror’ Smash at 236 


Providence, Dec. 17. 
Seasonal Christmas slump is not 
yet much in evidence here with most 
stands doing well. Maijestic’s “No- 
body Lives Forever” looks standout. 
Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2,200;  44-65)— 
“White Tie and Tails’ (U) and 
Ae weet (RKO). Good $9,000. 
as 


week, “San Quentin” (RKO) 
and “Dark Horse” (RKO), strong 
$20,000 in 10 days, but not up to 
hopes. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) 
= Darling Clementine” (20th) and 
Dangerous Millions” (20th) (2d 
run). Happy $5,000. Last week, 
Never Say Goodbye” (WB) and 
‘Shadow of a Woman” (WB) (2d 
run), $4,000. 

Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65 )—“Gilda” 
(Col) and vaude on stage. Good 
$6,800. Last week, “Without Reser- 
vations” (RKO) and vaude, $6,500. 
up Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Nobody Lives Forever” (WB) and 
*Secrets Sorority Girl” (PRC). Very 
nice $15,000. Last week, “Darling 
Clementine” (20th) 
Millions” (20th), $18,000. 

Metropolitan (Snider) (3.100: 65- 

J—“Spook Busters” (Mono) with 
Andrews Sisters, Tony Pastor orch 
on stage. Three-day weekend run 
Vee 7. Last week, “Strange 

rage” (Mor rg ? 
$3,300 10) and vaude, poor 


State (Loew) (3,200: 44-65)—“Gal- 
lant Journey” (M-G) and “Betty 
o-Ed (Col). Opened today (Tues. ) 
wast week, “Dark Mirror” (U) and 
gspcrets of Whistler” (U), great 
ety % ahead, “Undercurrent” 
$13,005 and “Blondie Best” (Col), big 

000 in 5 days, second week. 

Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
D Personality Kid” (Col) and “So 
hy Night” (Col). Opened Monday 
re Last week, “Two Years Before 
Mast (Par) (3d wk), zowie $9,000. 
econd week, hefty $13,000, 


$30,000 Minn. Blaze 


Minneapolis, Dec. 17. 
lg apparently from an 


-_- 


Fire Starti 
OVverheate 


$30.0 the house was closed, did 
tre 00 damage to the Revilla thea- 


at Renville, Minn. 


a blaze practically destroyed 
touse which is owned by H. J. 
anders. : 


and “Dangerous | 











| Last 





Grosses Are Net 

Film gross estimates, as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are not, i.e., with- 
out the 20% tax. Distributors 
share on net take, when playing 
percentage, hence the e 
figures are net income. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, in- 
clude the U.S. amusement tax 


e 


stimated 





vers Only 106 


Indianapolis, Dec. 17. 

Pace here has slowed down to a 
walk this week, reflecting seasonal 
lull and Christmas buying spree. 
“Strange Woman” and “Martha 
Ivers” are leaders with moderate 
grosses, other entries being also- 
rans. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800: 40-60) 
—‘If I'm Lucky” (20th) and “Want- 
ed for Murder” (20th). Tepid $10,000. 
week, “Step by Step” (RKO). 
with Gene Krupa orch, others, on 
stage, okay $19,000. 


(U), weak $5,500. 

Loew's (Loew's? (2.450; 40-60) 
“Strange Woman” (UA) and “Blon- 
die Knows Best” (Col). Average 
$14,000. Last week, “Undercurrent” 
(M-G) (2d wk), fair $10,500, 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,600; 40-60) 
—"‘Cloak and Dagger” (WB) (m.o.), 
Oke $5,500. Last week, “Three Little 
Girls” (20th) (m.o.), $6,000. 





Off | 


PITT WEATHERS LULL: 
‘NOCTURNE’ LUSH 166 


Ad. 





Pittsburgh, Dec. 


usual pre-Xmas lull. “Nocturne” 
doing very nicely at Stanley, chiefly 
because it’s the only new picture in 


Warner. “Margie” is winding 
strongly in third week at Harris. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 
“Dark Mirror” (UI) (3d wk-5 days). 
Doing well at around $6,000 or over. 
Last week. fine $9,000. 

Harris (Harris) 
“Margie” (20th) (2d wk). This one’s 
been a winner right down the line, 


Senator. 
giving picture nearly $50,000 on run, 


“Undercurrent” (M-G) = (2d 
Dropping off some but still doing 
stoutly at $14,000 or over. Last week, 


big $24,000. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 40-70)—‘Decep- 
tion” (WB) (m.o.). Not more than 
$2,000. Last week, “Never Say 


| Goodbye” (WB), about same. 


Senator (Harris) (1.750: 40-70) 
“Westerner” (SG) and “North of 
Border” . (SG) (reissues). Socko 


$5,500, terrific at this spot week be- 
fore Christmas. Last week, “Down 
Missouri Way” (PRC) and “Secret 
of Whistler” (Col), thin $2,500. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70)— 
“Nocturne” (RKO). Sturdy $16,000, 
above expectancy. Last week. “De- 
ception” (WB) (2d wk-5 = days), 


| $9,000. 


(WB) (2.000: 
Miracle” 
of Divorce” 


Warner 
“Cockeyed 


“Child 


40-70)— 
(M-G) and 
(RKO). Stuck 


weak $4,000. 
(M-G) (m.o.). not so hot $7,000. 


‘Loved You’ 166, Mont’! 


Montreal. Dec. 17. 
Biz is not so bad this session con- 
sidering the usual pre-Yule slump. 
“Always Loved You” looks best bnew 
entry. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (CT) (2,700; 35-63 )—‘Kill- 








d furnace in the afternoon | 


ers’ (U) (2d wk). Nice $11,000 after 
; bangup $14,500 opener. 

| Palace (CT) (2,300; 35-63)—“They 
Were Sisters’ (U). Good $13,000. 
Last week, “Sister Kenny” (RKO) 
| bowing out after one week at $12,500. 

Loew's (CT) (2,800; 35-67)—-‘Al- 
ways Loved You” (Rep) 
$16,000 Last week. “Holiday in 

Mexico” (M-G), $11,000 for third 
week. 

Princess (CT) (2,300: 35-53)—"Mr. 
| Ace” (UA) and “Blondie Knows 
Best” (Col) (2d wk). Good $7,000 
after $8,500 opener. 

Imperial (CT) (1,850; 
i\“Great Victor Herbert” 
“King of Jungle” (Par) 
|Good $5.000, Last week. “Dead of 
Night” (F-L) and “Texas Jamboree” 
(Col), neat $4,500. 


30-50 )- 


Hipp (Shea) 


Indpls. No Dice; | 


Indiana (Katz-Dolle’ (3,300: 40-60) 
—‘‘Martha Ivers” (Par). Sad $10,000. 
Last week, “Cloak and Dagger” 
(WB), $13,000. 

Keith’s (Indie) (1,300: 40-60) - 
“Notorious Gentleman” (U), Thin | 
$6,000. Last week, “Man in Grey” 


Biz is not too bad considering the | 
is 


town outside of a weak twin bill at | 
up | 


40-70)— | 


(2.200; 40-70)— | 


strong $10,000 and moving to the! to fair 
Last week, sock $15,000, | $15,000 


‘ | Radio City 
Penn (Loew's-UA) (3,300; 40-70)— | “No Leave” (M-G). 





| 


in for only 5 days to get house on | 
Tuesday opening prior to holidays, | 
Last week, “No Leave” | 





Socko 


| 
| 
| 


‘Woman’ $17,500 Tops 
Mild Buff.; ‘Leave’ 16G 


Buffalo, Dec. 17. 
Several new films here this week, 
but none is drawing well because 
of pre-holiday condition. Best coin 
of new entries will be “No Leave” 
, and “Strange Woman.” 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70) 
“Strange Woman” (UA) and “Dan- 
gerous Business” (Col). Good $17,- 
500. Last week, “Blue Skies” (Par) 
(2d wk), fancy $17,000. 





| —“No Leave” 
| Last week, “Margie” (20th) (2d wk), 
| solid $12,000. 
(2,100; 40-70)—“Blue 
| Skies” (Par) (m.o.). Stout $11,000. 
Last week, “Kings Row” (WB) and 
“Wild Bill Hickok” (WB), $10,000. 
Lafayette (Basil) (3,300; 40-70)— 
“Dark Mirror’ (U) (2d wk) and 
“Personality Kid” (Col). Neat 
$11,000. Last week, with “Great to 
| Be Young” (Col), great $18,500. 
Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—“Mar- 


ie” (20th) (m.o.). Around $5,000. 
ast week, “Wake Up, Dream” 
(20th) and “Shadows Over China- 
town” (Mono), $4,500. 


20th Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 
40-70) — “San Quentin” (RKO) and 
| “Child of Divorce’ (RKO). 
$10,000 but far from big. 

“Nocturne” (RKO) (2d 
$8,500, 


No Leave’ Paces 


_ Mpls, Lively 166 





Last week, 
wk), off to 





Minneapolis, Dec, 17, 
| There are but two major new- 
;}comers currently, “No Leave” and 
“The Chase.” Holdovers and re- 
issues are holding down most spots. 
“No Leave” is easy pacemaker. It’s 
the sixth week for “Margie,” the 
third for “Two Years Before the 
Mast” and the second stanzas for 
“Dark Mirror” and. “Bachelor’s 
Daughter.” Extreme cold plus snow 
is combining with pre-Xmas lull to 
put skids under biz generally. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—“Blondie 





Its Pre-Xmas on Bway Also But 


Clouds’ Rolls Up Very Azure 1456 


? 


Years Bests 466, Razor’ Keen 1066 





ito feel the seasonal lull this session | King 


Broadway film deluxers continue! Skies” (Par) with Stan Kenton orch, 


|as Christmas shoppers crowd in their 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000: 40-70) |last-minute buying and 
(M-G). Fine $16,000. | theatres. 


|tals are the exception rather than 


| y 2 
| the rule as N. Y. downtown firstruns | 


| 


| 


| square away with new attractions to | 


take advantage of Christmas-New 


| Year’s holiday crowds. 











| Knows Best” (Col) and “Brute Man” | 


(PRC). Fair $1,800 in 5 days. Last 
week, “Step by Step” (RKO) and 
“Lone Star Moonlight” (Col), mild 
$1,800 in 5 days. 

Century (Par) (1,600: 50-70)— 
“Bachelor’s Daughter” (UA) (2d 
wk). Mild $5,000 after good $7,000 


initial canto. 
Gopher (Par) 
boo Blonde” 


(1,000; 44) 


(RKO). Light $3,000. 


| 


} 


Leading the field currently is the 
Music Hall with “Till Clouds Roll 
By” the Hall’s annual Xmas pageant 
on the stage. Second week likely will 
top the initial one, with a big $145,000 
or close in prospect as against $141,- 
000 opening round. “Best Years of 
Lives,” now in fourth week at the 
Astor, also is doing remarkably well 
with strong $46,000 despite pre-Xmas. 

Third house to stay in big money 
is the Roxy, with “Razor's Edge” and 


| stageshow headed by Rosario & An- | 
Oke | 


tonio. Fourth frame _ ended last 
(Tues.) night held to sturdy $106,000. 
Otherwise, the b.o. news is largely 
on the dull side even for new entries. 

“The Verdict,’ with Vincent Lo- 
pez band and Janis Paige topping 
the stage layout, at the Strand, likely 
will do only $50,000 or under in first 
week, “Wanted for Murder” is get- 
ting a scant $14,000 for the Victoria, 
being supplanted by “Beast With 
Five Fingers” on Dec. 25. “Falcon’s 


, 


Adventure,” other new film, likewise 


}is barely good at $6,000 at Rialto. 


House brings in “Overlanders” on 
Friday (20) after special preem to- 
morrow (Thurs.) night. 

Paramount opens “Cross My Heart” 
with stageshow headed by Andrews 
Sisters, Tony Pastor band, today 
(Wed.) after nine record weeks with 
“Blue Skies” and stage bill topped 
by Stan Kenton band. Final week 
ending last (Tues.) night was $65,000, 
making around $860,000, new all-time 
high, for nine weeks. “Wicked Lady” 


/opens next Saturday (21) at Winter 


Garden. 

“It’s a Wonderful Life,” starting 
Saturday (21) at Globe; “Story of 
Pope.” beginning tomorrow (Thurs.) 
at Republic, and “Abie’s Ivish Rose” 
opening Saturday (21) at Gotham, 
are other newcomers this week. 

“Secret Heart,” with Tommy Dor- 
sey band, comes into the Capitol Dec. 
25. “Time, Place, Girl,” with Vaughn 


| Monroe band, is set to open at the 


t 


Last week, “Bedlam” (RKO), $4,000. | 


Years Before Mast” (Par) 
| Here after two big weeks at Radio 
City. Good $6,000. Last week, 
“Strange Woman” (UA) (3d wk), 
mild $4,500. 
Orpheum (RKO) 
“Dark Mirror” (U) (2d wk). 
$6,000 in 6 days after sock 
first week. 
(Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
Lively $16,000. 


wk). | Last week. “Two Years Before Mast” 


(Par) (2d wk), fancy $12,900, 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600: 50-70)— 
“Allegheny Uprising’ (RKO) and 
“Sea Devils’ (RKO) = (reissues). 
Satisfactory $8,000. Last week, “Noc- 
turne” (RKO) (2d wk), mild $5,000 
but nice $16,000 for two weeks. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“The 


by crix but okay $10,000. 
“Undercurrent” (M-G) 
$8,000. 

Uptown (Par) (2,300: 50-70)— 
“Deception” (WB). First nabe show- 
ing. Modest $3,000. Last week, 
“Three Little Girls” (20th), $3,500. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 50-99 )— 
“Margie” (20th) (6th wk). Okay 
$2,000 after good $2,500 fifth week. 


Last week, 
(2d wk), 


‘Goodbye’ $11,000, Omaha 
odbye’ $11,000; Oma 
Omaha, Dec, 17. 
Biz is fairly good but nothing to 
rave about due to pre-Xmas_ shop- 
ping. “Never Say Goodbye” looks 
fair at Paramount. 
deis with “I've Always Loved You” 
is surprisingly good. Cold wave over 


only 


| weekend also hurt. 


Estimates for This Week 
Brandeis (RKO) (1,500: 16-65)— 
“Always Loved You” (Rep) 
“Criminal Court” (RKO). 
000. Last week, “Thrill of Brazil” 


“Of Human Bondage” (WB) (2d run) 


| here on longrun with pickup looked 


| Stays through Dec. 24, with “Secret 





| Boys’ Club of N. Y.; fourth week of 


The Bran- | 


| pectancy. 


“Bam- 


Lyric (Par) (1,100; 50-70)—“Two | !0! 
(m.o.). | 


Strand Dec, 26. 

“Humoresque” tees off at the Hol- 
lywood Dec. 25 after a_ porfitable 
1g run with “Deception,” now in 
its 9th week at the house. 

New Park Avenue opens under 
Universal management with reserved 


| seat policy on Christmas day (25), 
'with “Stairway to Heaven” (Rank). 


(2,800; 50-70)— | 
Down | 


'__“Best Years of Lives” (RKO) (4th 
| wk). 


| rent week looks to do strong $46,000 
‘or near. while last week was solid 


. > | Carle orch, Slate Bros. heading stage 
Chase” (UA). Treated none too well | 


| orah. opening Christmas day. 


Estimates for This Week 
Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 95-$2.40) 


Still going great despite sea- 
sonal lull and length of picture. Cur- 


$49,000, less than expectancy. Stays 


for with holidays, only the film's 
great length militating against bigger 
take. 

Capitol (Loew's (4,820; 70-$1.50)— 
“Undercurrent” (M-G) and Frankie 


show (3d-final wk). This, too, is 
feeling pre-Xmas dull days, dipping 
to around $58,000 after nice $68,000 
for second stanza albeit below hopes. 


Heart” (M-G) plus Tommy Dorsey 


Criterion (Loew’s) (1,700; 60-$1.25) 
—‘Magnificent Doll” (U) (2d wk). 
Slipping to around $19,000 for initial 
holdover session; first mild $25,000, 
under hopes. 

Globe (Brandt) (1.500; 70-$1.20)— 
“The Chase” (UA) (5th wk-6 days). 
Down to $8,000 on blowoff with “It’s 
a Wonderful Life’ (RKO) opening 
next Saturday (21) after preview 
preem Friday (20) night for benefit 


“Chase” was okay $14,000. 

Gotham (Brandt) (900: 70-$1.40)— 
“Brennan Girl” (Rep) (2d wk). Okay 
$7,500; first week $10,000, below ex- 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” (UA) 
opens Saturday (21). 

Golden (767; $1.20-$2.46)—“Henry 
Vv” (UA) (16th wk). Slid to $8,000 
for 15th round ended last Saturday 








14th. 


. | near $11,000 with pre-Xmas lull out 
(Col) and “Crack-up” (RKO), $6,000. | of way. 
Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 16-65)— | i 


Hollywood (WB) (1.499; 70-$1.10) | 


|—“Deception”’ (WB) (9th-final wk). 


| 


and “Sun Valley Serenade” (20th)! 
(reissue). Light $9,500. Last week, 
“Mast” (Par) (m.o.) and “High 
School Hero” (Mono) (1st run’, 
$9,000. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16-65) 
-“Home Sweet Homicide” 
and “Down Missouri Way” (PRC). 


Fair $10,500. Last week, “Black An- 
gel’ (U) and Clyde McCoy orch on 


(Par and | stage, only $15,000 at 20-80c scale. 
(reissues }. | 


Paramount 
65 )—"Never 
Nice $11,000. 
(M-G), 


(Tristates) (3.000; 16- 
Say Goodbye” (WB). 
Last week. “No Leave” 
$12,500. 


| 


Looks to hit $12,000 this session: | 
eighth was $14,000. “Humoresque” 
(WB) is due to eome in Xmas day. 

Palace (RKO) (1.700: 60-$1.20)— 
a of South” (RKO-Disney) (4th 
wk). 


big $36,200 for 
indef. 


second. Stays on | 





| lers) 


| Roll By” (M-G) and annual Christ- 





Cole 3 heading stageshow. 
Ninth week concluded last (Tues.) 
night held up to $65,000, fine, after 


ignore the/| fancy $70,000 for eighth. Final total 
Houses with creditable to-| for nine weeks likely will just top 


$860,000, all-time money high here, 
beating previous high of “Going My 
Way” (Par) which ran 10 weeks. 
Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
(5,945; 70-$2.40)—“Till Clouds 


mas pageant and stageshow (2d wk). 
Overcoming pre-Xmas setup, and 
climbing over first week’s figure to 
big $145,000 or near; first was great 
$141,000. Stays through Christmas- 
New Year’s at least although Metro 
is using teaser ad campaign on “The 
Yearling” (M-G), next in here. 

Republic (Brandt) (1,064: 75-$1.20) 
—“Fantasia” (RKO) (reissue) (12th- 
final wk). Bowing out today (Wed.), 
with $2,600 likely for final four days: 
last week was okay $6,500. “Story of 
Pope” (Indie) opens tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 

Rialto (Mayer) (594; 35-85)—‘“Fal. 
con’s Adventure” (RKO). Good $6,- 
000 but moves out tomorrow (Thurs. ). 
Special preem sponsored by Aus- 
tralian ambassador Norman Makin is 
slated for tomorrow night for “Over- 
landers” (U). Regular run for this 
Aussie-made starts Friday (20). In 
ahead, “So Dark Night” (Col), nice 
$7,400. 

Rivoli (UA-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25)— 
“Darling Clemente’ ’(20th) (3d wk). 
Began third frame yesterday (Tues.), 
Second week was trim $28,000; first, 
stout $41,000. 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 90-$1.50)—"“Ra- 
zor’s Edge” (20th) and stageshow 
topped by Rosario & Antonio (5th 
wk). Fourth stanza ended last 
(Tues.) night sturdy $106,000; third 
hit $124,000. Stays indef, 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 43-$1.10)— 
“No Leave” (M-G) (2d run) with 
vaude headed by Freddie Bartholo- 


mew, Mary Raye & Naldi, Ruth 
Terry. Looks to do passably fair 
$23,000. Last week, “Gallant Bess” 


(M-G) (1st run) and vaude topped 
by Bert Wheeler, “Think-a-Drink” 
Hoffman, $24,500. 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 75-$1.50)— 
“The Verdict” (WB) and Vincent Lo- 
pez orch, Janis Paige heading stage 
bill. First week ending tomorrow 
(Thurs.) night looks to do good $50,- 
000. Stays only two weeks, with 
“Time, Place, Girl’ (WB) = and 
Vaughn Monroe orch coming in Dec. 
26. In ahead, “Never Say Goodbye” 
(WB) with Ray McKinley orch, Lor- 





| Last week, “No Leave” 


| turne” 
and | (14) night compared with $10,500 for | 
Neat $7.- | 


raine Rognan, others, on stage (3d 
wk), $29,000. 

Victoria (Maurer) (720; 70-$1.20)— 
“Wanted for Murder” (20th) (2d wk). 
First holdover week starts today 
(Wed.). Initial session garnered scant 
$14,000. In for only two weeks, with 


“Beast With Five Fingers” (WB) 
opening Wednesday (25). 
Winter Garden (UA) (1,312; 60- 


$1,.20)—“Notorious Gentleman” (U) 
(6th-final wk). Holds only three 
days of 6th round starting today. 
Fifth stanza was passable $13,000; 
fourth was $16,000. “Wicked Lady” 
(U) opens on Dec. 21. 


D.C. on Downbeat But 
‘Woman’ Forte $25,000; 
‘Chase’-Vaude Oke 206 


Washington, Dec. 17. 

Pre-holiday slump in mid-town 
houses still is taking its toll despite 
a batch of new features. “Strange 
Woman” at Loew’s Palace is doing 
well. “The Chase” with vaude at 
the Capitol is okay. 

Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 44-80)— 
“The Chase” (UA) with vaude. 
Satisfactory $20,000. Last week, 
“Gallant Bess” (M-G), below ex- 
pectations at $20,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,263; 44-70)— 
“Undercurrent” (M-G) (m.o.). Nice 
$8,000 for third downtown week. 
(M-G) (m. 





9.), about same. 
Earle (WB) (2,154; 44-85)—‘Noc- 
(RKO). Mild $17,000. Last 


week, “Verdict” (WB), fairly good 


Expects to resume old pace! $19,000. 


Keith’s (RKO) (1,838; 44-80) — 
“Notorious’ (RKO) (4th wk). 
Tapered off to $12,000, but. still 
good. Last week, nice $15,000. 


Little (Miller) (285; $1.20; $2.40)— 


|\“Henry V” (UA) (6th wk). Special 
|group and Theatre, Guild rates are 
| making a slight dent in take, but 


Third frame ended last (Tues.) | 
(20th) | night held up well at $30,000 after 


keep house filled. Still at peak $6,- 
Looks like 6 month run. 


Metropolitan (WB) (1,513; 44-70) 


| —“Never Say Goodbye” (WB). (2d 
Paramount (Par) (3.664: 70-$1.50) | 


run). Average $7,500. Last week, 


—“Cross My Heart” (Par) plus An-| “Dark Mirror” (U) (2d run), $8,000. 


drews Sisters, Tony Pastor orch, Les 
Paul Trio, Mack & Desmond. Martin 


Palace (Loew) (2,370; 44-70)— 
“Strange Woman” (UA). Fine $25,- 


Bros. Opens today (Wed.) after nine | 000. Last week, “Undercurrent” (M- 


record-breaking weeks of 


“Blue | 


G) (2d wk), moderate $16,000. 
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~_ONEL BARRYMORE + THOMAS MITCHELL - HENRY TRAVERS 
vo BEULAH BONDI - WARD BOND ~ FRANK FAYLEN ~ GLORIA GRAHAME “sues” FRANK CAPRA 


Screen Play by Frances Goodrich, Albert Hackett and Frank Capra » Additional Scenes by Jo Swerling @ from a story by Philip Van Doren Stern 
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COULD IT BE ANYTHING ELSE ~ 








when it combines in one 
movie all the wonderful 
fun and love of Capra's 
Academy Award-Winning 
“Tt Happened One Night”- 
“Mr. Deeds Goes To Town” 
and “You Can't Take It 
With You”. 
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Pe Ue Of Life — Look —Collier’s— Good Housekeeping — Saturday 
eae ek ¥ Evening Post—Seventeen—Truve Story—Woman’'s Home 
RKO Radio Pictures. Inc. Companion —Time —the Fan list and The American Weekly. 














22 


INTERNATIONAL 


‘VARIETY’S’ 
& St. 


VARIETY 


Martin's Pinece, 


LONDON OFFICE 
Trafalgar Square 





Army Turns Over Odd Austrian Setup 


To MPEA Jan. 1; 50 US. Pix Due in Year 


By JOSEF ISRAELS Wl 
Vienna, Dec. 9. 

U. S. Armv’'s Information Services 
Brench steps out of distribution se 
up in Austria Jan. 1 in favor of 
Motion Picture Export Assn., It Was 
decided i erie of onferences 
between Irving Maas. MPEA veepee 
and Army film board Wolfgang’ 
Wolf, presently acting as films of 
ficer for the Arm\ vill resign effec 
tive Jan. 1 to head MPEA’s Austrian 
organizaltior 

Some phase at eorganization are 
still undecided. But it’s known that 
the British are going commercial 
next year as well, with French 
future setup form. still unknown. 
Russia broke away from ISB’s film 
distribution monopoly some months 
ago and set up Sovexportfilm to con- 
trol both’distribution and production 
in Austrig. Army film board of 
officers which has been overseeing 
ISB’s pix activities since the exit 
last June of Eugene Sharin as film 
office! s now readving talks to 
decide what's to become of remains 
of Nazi Wien Film properties which 
include Sievering and Schonbrunn 
studios* (both presently active) and 
some 200 active titles remaining 
from an original 700 German-made 
features seized. Probability is that 
the German pix will be gradually 
drained off the Austrian market as 


imported product and new local 
films arrive to fill play dates. Army 
will turn over to MPEA some 
$600,000 in schillings being held for 


account of Hollywood interests fo! 
rentals. Big headache is to find out 


how to get rid of the rest of Wien 


Film, a juicy plum. Trouble is that 
no one capable of operating the 
former Hitler screen monopoly is 
in view except Karl Hartl and as- 
sociates who operated the combine 
for the Nazi. That's why Wien Film 
is to date the only major Austrian 
industry Americans haven't turned 
back to Austrian control under 
President Truman’s directives of last 
fall. 
Maas’ Visa Troubles 

Irving Maas remained here five 

days before heading for Prague. 


He's given up hope of getting clear- 
ance to visit Hungary and Rumania. 
In both countries only the Soviet 
has the say on the Allied Commis- 
which controls visas. It’s ob- 
servable that Reds admit only a 
few U. S. business men or journal- 
ists to these countries or to Yugo- 
slavia. Bulgaria or Albania. U. S. 
business interests in obvious com- 
petition with Russian aims, as in the 
case of the film industry, don’t get 
to first base. 

State Dept. and Army have been 
powerless to help Maas in this re- 
spect. Before leaving Vienna 
held a conference for local press 
and fan mags where lively interest 
was expressed in forthcoming Holly- 
wood product. They asked particu- 
larly for Disney and old titles like 
“Great Ziegfeld,” 
prewar days and often outdrawing 
newer titles. 

Wolf and Maas revealed that at 
Teast 50 new U. S. titles will reach 
Austria in the coming year. Policy 
basis for selecting pix will be nearer 
commercial values, now that the first 
occupation phases have been passed. 
MPEA will submit lists of praposed 
releases for occupied countries to 
Army and State Dept., which will 
hold final veto. However, initial 
selection process will be altogether 
in the industry's hands. Wolf hopes 
soon to conclude already lengthy ne- 
gotiations with Russians looking to- 
ward free sale and movement of 
films between zones without refer- 
ence to quota or political content. 

Russia would like to stay unilat- 
eral in this, but just doesn’t have 
enough homemade product to keep 
its houses busy. MPEA will try to 
keep lists for Germany and Austria 
identical, to minimize paper work 
as well as numbers of prints re- 
quired. Fifteen titles have already 
been okayed. and a further list of 28 
is awaiting government action. It is 
intended to have all releases avail- 
able in both dubbed and undertitled 
versions, 


sion 





Williamson-Tait in Gain 
Over Previous Year 


Sydney, Dec. 4. 
After 
ciation, Williamson-Tait turned in 
net profit of $141,568 for year ending 
June 30 last. This compares with 
$135,244 for previous year. 
Gross profit amounted to $298,948 | 
as against $266.204 prev — 
There's a steady dividend at 6% 


| press 


known here from | 


charging $6.876 for depre- | 





ee Nip Weaver Out of Pix 


Scottish ‘Iron Curtain’ 
Glasgow, Dec. 3. 

Laurence Olivier’s production 
of Garson Kanin’s Broadway hit, 
“Born Yesterday,” literally ran 
into an “iron curtain” while on 
tour through Scotland recently. 
A curtain at a local house 
jammed at playtime, forcing | 
cancellation of the.play. 





Ounce of Prevention 


Olivier asked the house opera- 





Tokvo. Dec. 1. gg asia  < Stockholm, Dec. 10. 
: tor for damages but the latter Nefarjous activities of a criminal 
Osaka Spinning and Weaving Co claimed situation was an “act of known as the “Saturday Saboteur” 
request to invest $75 000 in a mo- God." . ee —_ has prompted the loca censor to 
tion pict distributing agency was a halt exhibition of a a sg 
called “Dynamite vossibly for fear 
refused bv General MacArthur, who US. OK’ 5 First 10 German the culprit (or PP cent may gain 

watches the bank accounts of large : sis, teal 

Jap concerns closely Pix Producers; Limited It's the first picture stopped by 
Reason given for action was that . . authorities since the old silent screen 
it's not a “normal operator for a Production Is Likely days. When the gendarmes catch up 
with the villain, it’s possible show- 

weaving concern _ Berlin, Dec. 10 ings of “Dynamite” may resume. 

The first 10 German film produ- a oat 
cers or firms in the American oc- 


Pic Made of Laurel, Hardy 
Shorts Giving U.S. Films 


Bad Parisian Publicity 
Paris, Dec. 10. 

U. S. product is getting unfavor- 
able publicity from the current 

showing by Cinepresse Champs 


of a supposed new 
titled “Three 
made up of old 


Elysees theatre, 
American feature 
Weddings.” Pic is 
Laurel and Hardy shorts pieced up 
together by Franco-London Film, a 
local dealer which bought them after 
the Metro rights had expired. New 
title. and fact that the picture is 
shown in English version’ with 
French subtitles, both concur in 
substantiating the advertising rep- 
resenting the film as a new picture, 
to mislead audiences, Laurel and 
Hardy pictures still handled by 
Metro here are “Fra Diavolo,” 
“Nothing but Trouble” and “Black 
Hands.” with rights to latter ex- 
piring soon. 

A local tangle has resulted from 
the use by Cinepresse of a print 
with title showing Richebe distribu- 
tion. Richebe holds distribution 
rights from Franco-London Film for 
the provinces, but not the Paris 
territory, and Franco-London Film 
supplied Cinepresse with a_ print 
intended for provincial release. 
Richebe, unfavorably mentioned in 
comments as having made 
the film is taking steps to have 
Franco-Film scissor the title off the 
Cinepresse print so as to get his 
name out of it. 


INDIA SHOWING TEES 
NEW FAR EAST SKED 


Metro International, continuing to 
lead the way in expansion of 16m 
operations overseas, has become the 


Maas | first to open up the program in the 


'Far East, long considered the most 
lucrative market for narrow-gauge 
prints.’ Company teed off the Far 
| East program in Santa Cruz, small 
town near Bombay, India. 

Welcome given the initial 
Metro's “Strike Up the Band,” 
augurs well for the future of 16m 
business in that part of the world. 
according to Metro International 
execs. Pioneer exhib. with no pre- 
vious knowledge with which to 
gauge the size of his audience, pro- 
vided seats for only 300. SRO sign, 
however, was put up an hour before 
the show started and the picture 
played to more than twice the orig- 
inal estimate. 


entry, 


Reason for the boff inaugural, it’s 
believed, is the fact that most of the 
people in the hinterlands of such 
countries as India and China have 
never seen any commercial enter- 
tainment of any kind. Giving them 
a taste of Hollywood's lush product 
is almost certain to make film fans 
of them. 





Horney Back to Austria 
Vienna, Dec. 10. 
Brigette Horney, Austrian film star 


now in Switzerland, will return to 
her native country shortly. She 
signed contracts with Loewenfilm 


Productions for two pictures, 
of Life” and 
sion.” 


“Song 
“Love Without Pas- 


In cast are also Rudolph Prack, 
Gusti Huber and Hans Holt. Eduard 
von Borsody will direct. 


MEX. GOES GREYHOUND 


Mexico City, Dec. 10. 
Smash success of horse racing 
here has inspired big coin-backed 


moves for a greyhound race-track. 
Federal 20-year franchise was 


granted to Turismo group here for 
.the undertaking. j 


to receive licenses have 
been announced by Brig. Gen. Rob- 
ert A. McClure, director of Informa- 


cupied zone 


Ready Market for 16m 
In Siam, 35m in Holland, 


tion Control Division. 

The 10 producers or teams who ° ? . ° 
received favorable consideration Cited by RKO S Lioni 
after having passed strict political Louis Lioni, RKO foreign rep just 
and professional screening any= | arrived in the U. S. from Holland, 
one with the faintest taint of Nazism .oig that the dearth of good product 
is automatically barred are is so great there that Motion Picture 
Gunther Stapenhorst, former UFA Export Assn. sponsored films should 
producer, who went into voluntary draw record boxoffice. Lioni opened 
exile in Switzerland during the Nazi the RKO Bangkok. Siam. office last 
period; Fritz Thiery; Curt Oertel, spring after being released from a 
maker of documentaries; Georg Jap prison camp where he spent 
Fiebiger, Helmuth Kaeutner; Josef three vears. 
von Baky and Richard Koenig team; Beis anf thet oli American 
Harald Braun and gacom sets: product now playing in the Nether- 
Gabrielle Schmalzigaug. who plans lands is of prewar vintage, and that 
to produce documentaries in Stutt- even those films are doing good 
gart; Karl Bamann, Erwin Heil and jp iciness led by “Young in Heart.” 
Ernst Hess trio, and Hubert Schon- Republic and ” Monogram, neither | 
ger. members of MPEA, are already 

Erich Pommer, American film pro- | bringing product into Holland and 
duction control officer on McClure’s | enjoying the sellers’ market, ac- 
staff. said he believes the initial cording to Lioni. 
production will get under way early RKO rep will return to Bangkok 
next year. Production will be limit- | tq take over branch managerial 


ed, however, due to the fact that 
the two available studios in the U.S. 
zone have a maximum capacity of 
nine films per year, and due to the 


duties there. Almost the entire film 
audience of that portion of the Far 
Eastern a os consists of natives, 
he said, and U. S. distribs must keep 


critical shortage of raw film. that in mind when releasing films | 
Both studios, the former UFA there. For this purely oriental audi- | 
Film Co. rooms at Tempelhof in ence, Siam is one of the few places 
Berlin, and the former Bavarian in the world where there is no 
Filmkunst Studios at Geiselgasteig, | native production whatsoever, Lioni 
near Munich, are busy synchronizing said, and the U. S. has virtuaiiy a 
Hollywood pix into the German lan- | free rein in that market. 
guage. “Suspicion,” in process at On paper, he stated, there are 
Berlin, will bc ready to roll in about . about 100 35m theatres in the coun- 
two weeks and is slated for release | try, with 30 in Bangkok. One of the 


in January. In Munich, work on | biggest obstacles to film distribution 
“Keys of the Kingdom” and “You : there is transportation into the in- 
-Can't Take 1. With You” is being! terior. Because of this, and the 


synchronized. Both studios will con- | theatre shortage, Lioni said that 16m 


tinue their work on “Thé Adven- is a natural for these territories. 
tures of Mark Twain,” “The Story of | Portability is chief virtue of the 
Louis Pasteur” and others. | narrow-gauge films, plus the fact 


Studios, being former Reich- , that they are non-inflammable, an 
important consideration when prints 


owned property, are under U. S. | : ; 7 
Military Government property con- are being handled by careless native 
~ workers. 


trol, pending liquidation of the Gov- pipe 
Lioni said current RKO plans call 


ernment-owned UFA film cartel. 
ESR ELSES ER | for 16m films to be roadshown for 
some time to come, until economic 


WARNERS’ CANNES HOLIDAY factors make construction of narrow- 


: gauge houses more feasible. Siam 
Paris. Dee. 10. is one of the few countries in the 
Jack Warner, now in Paris, is leav- Par Eastern division which is free 


ing for Cannes where he will spend 
the holidays with his wife. 
She’s been in Switzerland where 
their daughter is at school. | moving in Siam until 
He will return for a week in Paris | quiet down. 
about Jan. 10, and return to London! Lioni was a lieutenant in 
before sailing back to America. Dutch Colonial Army until captured | 


by the Japanese and put to 
Current London Shows | 


on the notorious “Death Railway.” 
London, Dec. 17. 


“And No Birds Sing.” Aldwych. | 

“Between Ourselves,” Playhouse. 
“Clutterbuck,” Wyndham. 
“Dante,” Garrick. 

“Fifty-Fifty,” Strand. 

“Follow the Girls,” Majesty's. 
“Fools Rush In,” Fortune. 

“Grace of Ged,” St. James. 

“Grand National Night,” Apollo. | 
“Guinea Pig,” Criterion. 

“Here Comes the Boys,” Saville. 
“High Time,” Palladium. 
“Honeymoon,” York's 


| from strife, and film companies that 
| are stymied in other nations expect 
} to get their distribution machinery 


other lands 











Strok in N.Y. To Resume 
Bookings for Far East 


A. Strok, veteran Far East concert 
impresario whose activities were in- 
terrupted by the war, plans resump- 
tion of talent booking, and is in N. Y. 
after flying from Shanghai for the 
purpose. 

Strok plans to book such artists 
as Efrem Zimbalist and Mischa El- 
man, who used to make biennial 
tours of the Far East: Jascha Heifetz, 
and others. Grace Moore, who was 


ithe Royal. 


_ Fredericksburg, and Saroyan’'s 


the | 


work | Press Assn. 


Scandimavian Stage Back to Normal 


— With U.S. Legiters Leading Parade 


Stockholm, Nov. 30. 
Legit is fast returning to normal 
in the Seandinavian countries, with 


interest particularly keen in U. §, 
plays since victory of the Allies 
Seven active in Stock- 
holm Father” is a big 
Thea- 
runs 


houses are 
“Life With 
smash at the Royal 
tre Due to fact 
“Father” 


Dramatic 
that house 
goes off soon, 
back. “Patrasket.” an 
play, is being 
The Blanche 
revue, now 
performance. 
Are the Roots” last 
the New, but is closing this 
week—a flop. The Oscar 
musical, “Escapade,” 
biz. The China has 
a musical by Stanley 


repertory, 
but it will be 
old Swedish 
at the 
summer! 
its 200th 
“Deep 
week at 


revived 
Vasa has a 


musical beyond 


opened 


has a new 
doing Capacity 
“Lady Behave,” 


Lupino, which 


has «done 60 performances and still 
doing well. “Ten Little Indians” 
is doing fair in the smallish Boule- 
vard 

In Gothenburg “Life With Father” 
is a smash at the Citv Theatre “No 
Exit,” though it received mixed no- 
tices. is selling fairly well at the 
Smail, and Straus’ “The Last Waltz” 


is-doing well after a long run at the 
Operetta. 


In Malmoe, “The Taming of the 
Shrew,” starring Edvin Adolphson 
and Lillevil Ibsen, is a smash at the 


1,800-seater 
Menagerie” 
Small Stage 


Big Stage. “The Glass 
is doing good biz at the 
“The Circus Princess” 


| is a great moneymaker at the Hippo- 


drome “The Glass Menagerie” is 
also doing fine at the City Theatre in 
Halsingborg. 
Reports from 
mostly good. 
French import, 


Copenhagen’ are 
“Within the Gates,” a 
is doing very well at 
“The Importance of Be- 
ing Earnest” is a success at the 
Smal] Stage, but “Jacobowsky and 
the Colonel” was a quick flop ‘less 
than two weeks) at the New Thea- 
tre,” “Arsenic and Old Lace” replac- 
ing this week. “Life With Father” 
is a smash at the People’s; Sartre's 
“Closed Doors” is doing fine at the 
“The 

Beautiful People” has done over 160 
performances at Knights’ Hall, and 
is still running capacity. 

In Norway, in Oslo, “Key Largo” 
is doing well at the National. as is 
| “The Skin of Our Teeth” at the Stu- 
‘dio. At the Trondelag, in Trond- 
heim, “Shaw's “Man of Destiny” is 
doing okay. 

In Finland, Helsinki’s Swedish 
theatre is doing terrific biz with 
“Glass Menagerie.” which got the 
best notices any U. S. play ever re- 
ceived. At the Helsinki, “Of Mice 
and Men™ was well received, and is 
doing Good biz. 


Hoffay Gets Plug in For 
Foreign Ad Reps at Lunch 
Honoring Him Last Week 


Mike Hoffay. retiring RKO foreign 
| ad-publicity chief, was lauded as 
| fully understanding the importance 
of the foreign press at a luncheon 
given in his honor by the Foreign 
of N. Y., Friday (13) 





at Sardi's. 

The foreign business of American 
distributors, if Canada is included, 
| represents 40% of total U. S. film 
| company revenue or upwards of 
$320,000,000 per year, according to 
S. Randal Heymanson, Australian 
Newspaper Service representative 
for the U. S. who spoke for the 
Foreign Press Assn. He thought that 
Hollywood and film company ex- 
ecutives should be more aware ef 
this in their treatment of foreign 
ad-publicity matters. 

E. J. Tait, head of J. C. Williamson 
Theatres, Australia, who is in N. Y. 


| in connection with his legit and 
“Lady Frederick,” Savoy. | booked for that area when war | music interests, briefly traced his 
“Message for Margaret,” Duchess. | broke out, is also expected to be | activities Down Under and praised 
“Night and Laughter,” Coliseum. | “!gned. 


“No Room at Inn,” Winter Garden. 
“Our Betters,” Playhouse. 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp. 


Sedlak Powders Symph 


American show business. Tait said 
that the best place to learn what to 
do and what not to do in showbiz 
was in the U. S. 


Donald Prince, special exploiteer 





“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales. Vienna, Dec. 9. 

= Pp Giri,” Casino. Franz Sedlak has recently re- | 
_ponergetst,’ Vaudeville. signed as head of the Austrian 
Shephard Show,” Princes. Philharmonic Orchestra to conduct | 


“Shop Sly Cerner,” St. Martins. 
“Skin of Teeth,” Piccadilly. 
“Song of Norway,” Palace. 
“Sweetheart Mine,” Vic Palace. } 


| the State Opera. He is noted for | 
| having outwitted the Nazis in the | 
last days of the war. 

Called to the Volkssturm troops 


| 
“Sweetest and Lowest,” Ambass. Sedlak and his me. were granted | 
“The Gleam,” Globe. permission to form their owr “regi- 
“Under the Counter,” Phoenix. | ment” and took their instrumenés 
“Windermere’s Fan,” Haymarket. | ajong instead of guns. Replacing 


“Windslow Boy,” Lyric. 


: 5 Sedlak as chief of the Philharmonic 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall. 


jis Prof. Siegfried Freiberg. 


for RKO in Great Britain since the 
first of year, has been named te suc- 
ceed Hoffay. Prince is due in from 
London later this month. 


DEL RIO'S FRENCH OFFERS 
Mexico City, Dec. 16. 
Hit that her “Maria Candaleria” 
made at the Cannes exposition has 
garnered Dolores de] Rio three of- 
fers to play in pix in France. She 
may ac fhiree. 


cept all 
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Mexican Spanish Accents in Dubbed’ 
Pix NGin B.A., So Metro Back to Titling 


+ 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 17. 

only one of 
to continue 
in Argentina 
antipathy on 


Loew’s International, 
the American majors 
use of dubbed pictures 
in the face of growing 
the part of the Buenos 
has finally decided to throw in the 
sponse. Metro that 


dubbed pix have almost trebled the 


Aires public, 
claims 


Despite 


rosses in many parts of 


company’s & 
Latin America, it will revert back 
to the use of titled versions within 


the next two or three weeks. 

Metro officials here declined to 
comment on the situation, but thea-, 
circuit heads report the com- 
may also change to titled ver- 
in several other Latin’ coun- 
One of the chief reasons for | 
the change, it’s said, the differ- 
ence in accents in the Spanish | 
spoken here from that in the rest) 
of Latin America. Difference is com- | 
pared to that between the English | 
spoken in Britain and in the U. S.,, 
; e reasons for hard pull some 


tre 
pany 


sions 


tries. 


1S 


one of th 
English pictures face in the Ameri- 
can market. 

Metro, it’s said, feels it can no} 
longer buck the antagonism against | 
dubbed pix from the wealthy, high- 
ly-cultured classes in Buenos Aires, 
which make up two-thirds of the| 
Argentine population. Latter are the 
ones who frequent the ultra-swanky | 
first runs on B.A.’s Avenida de Cor- 
rientes, on which more than half of 
the total Argentine gross based 
Dubbed versions doing well 
enough in the rest of Argentina to 
continue, but Metro losing the | 
enormous take from first runs 
with them. 

Company apparently did well with 
dubbed pix when they were first in- 
troduced in 1944, but they've taken 
a considerable slump at the  box- 
office since then. Decline in the 
quality of product since “Gaslight,” 
the teeoff film, might have had 
something to do with the slump, it’s 
believed. 

Metro has been using Mexican | 
actors for the “voices” in its dubbed 
pictures, which is acceptable to the 
rest of Latin America but not to the 
Argentinians, Everybody in the edu- | 
cated classes of the country knows 
English and so decries the original 
English soundtracks with super-im- 
posed titles. If Metro wanted to use 
Argentine Spanish for dubbing, it’s 
said, then the pictures wouldn't go 
over in the rest of Latin America. 


1S 


are 


is 


the 





Germaine Lubin Guilty 
In Collaboration Charge 


Paris, Dec. 2. | 

Germaine Lubin, French singer 
who topped the Wagnerian operatic 
offerings during the Vichy regime, 
was sentenced to national indignity 
for life and confiscation of her pos- 
sessions after a three-day trial by 
the provincial court of Orleans, 
where she owns a chateau. 

She was charged with causing the 
arrest by the Germans of two serv- 
ants who did not sympathize with 
her collaborationist attitude, and 
being unduly hospitable to German 
biggies. She was acquitted on the 
first charge. Sentence means that 
she loses all citizens rights and all 
real and personal property, and 


cannot live any more in or near 
Paris or Orleans. 





* 


‘Veil’ Clicks in Vienna 


Vienna, Dec. 9. 





| remitted at the current 





British production of “Seventh 
Veil” has drawn unusually good re- | 


Views from Vienna press, resulting | 
in strong biz. Picture’s sober treat- 
ment, good music and psychiatric 
theme have made hit in a town! 
where music and psychology were 
formerly major industries. | 
Socialist party paper called film) 
work of art of the first order,” | 

official government “Wiener | 


“* 
and 


Zeitung” declared it “an outstand-| by the French government regarding 


ing and valuable production.” 








Operadora Deal Denied 


Mexico City, Dec. 10. 
Insistent r 


that the 25 | 


radora de 

r= for 20th-Fox by Joseph | 

cnenck with a st . . 
denied b stock purchase, are; Some French 
0 


peradora’s manager. 
Up to no 
been made 


| of the native product which, natural- | 


| fans. 


| color industry, and have been scout- 
Ww, he says, no deal has' ing on the q.t. for German techni- | 
with Fox and Schenck. | 





‘Grand Illusion’ to Gain 


By New Fraternization 
Paris, Dec. 5. | 





R.A.C., distributors of “Grand | 
Illusion,” may benefit by the new | 
conciliatory attitude the American 
Army is adopting towards the 


Germans in occupied territory. 
Film, which stars Eric von Stroheim | 
and Pierre Fresnay, depicts the 
folly of war, and was a smash when 


released before World War II 
Minor editing of some Franco- 
German love scenes permitted a 


successful revival here three months | 

without any adverse audience | 
reactions anticipated- by German | 
haters. As a strong fraternization 
plug the picture, which had been 
previously considered as unsuitable 


ago 


fare in former enemy territories, 
may now become a natural for re- 
lease in the American zone, 


French Stay Mum 
On Film Coin Idea 
Proposed by U.S. 


While 
Ss. 





the latest presentation of 
film companies ideas on coin 


U. 


remittances from France was made 
more than a month ago, no formal 
answer has been received as yet | 


' either by the U. S. State Department 


or the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America. Although some _ picture 
company executives see a favorable 
development in this delayed formal 


answer, others in the industry be- | 
lieve it indicates that the French 
government is refusing to budge | 


from its original 
remitting U. S. 
N. Y. 

Government of France has con- 
tended from the outset that this 
American rental revenue should be | 
rate of ex- 
change of 118 francs to $1. They 
naturally are negotiating to che last 
limit to get the bulk of this coin | 
remitted at this exchange figure 
because French currency has declin- 
ed so much in value. | 

On the other hand, American dis- 
tribs would fix the rate at the time 
the revenue was accumulated, and 
this makes a difference of several 
million dollars, according to latest 
reports. The revenue piled up in 
France drops into four categories: 

(a), money accumulated before the 
war -etarted, exchange rate then 
being 44 to $1; (b), coin that piled 
up during the war before France 
was overrun; (c), rental money from 
OWI pictures sent in soon after U. S. 
troops took over, and (d), money 
collected from postwar distribution. 


DENT’S HOLLYWOOD 0.0. 
WITH EYE TO ENG. PROD. 


Arthur Dent, for 22 years until 
John Maxwell's death in 1940, part- 
nered in Associated British Corp., is 
in New York on his first visit since 
before the war. After a month east 
the British film producer heads to 
Hollywood to o.o. the talent setup 
for possible Anglo-U.S. exchange, 
with an eye to bringing back some 
Coast people to produce in London. 

Dent reports that British film 
business must continue to do socko, 
having the pick of the best US. 
product plus the new b.o. sturdiness | 


position regarding | 
distributor coin to 











ly, appeals highly to English film | 
French Set Up Monopoly | 
For Saar Film Distribs 


Paris, Dec. 5. 
A monopolistic step has been taken 





distribution of French product in the 
Saar and the French zone of Ger- 
many. This will be henceforth per- 
mitted only via a new companv titlec 

Unifilm, organized by Robert Bichet,, 
minister of information. This means 


umors here to the effect | that independent distribution there | 
ocal cinemas of the Ope- | 


is out. Unifilm is headed by Georges 


as legal adviser. , 
interests are also} 


| 


cians, 


| Bell Tolls,” 
| end, 


LOW COST MEXICAN FILM 
PRODUCTION BOOMING 





“If That $80,000,000 
British Market Is 
Worth Having It’s 
Worth Studying” 

argues — 
Maurice Cowan 


7 


an editorial feature 
of the forthcoming 


* * 


41st Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











Argentina Pix Freedom 


The Bolognesi, Execs Say; 


U’s Newsreel Censored 


Montevideo, Dec. 5. 


The expected has happened. As 
| soon as Alfredo Bolognesi was re- 


appointed to his former post as di- 


rector of Argentina’s Entertainment 
Board, foreign film distributors 
knew they were in for a series of 


censorship snarls, delays and trou- 
ble of all kinds. Their 


fears have 


| not been disappointed. 


The first move has been to delay 
sending officials for censorship pre- 


views of product. In this way a 
number of releases had to be post- 
poned, while distributors and ex- 


hibitors fumed. 
Now, just as in wartime, the axe 


is falling on U. S. newsreels, and 
Universal's No. 53,544 was passed 
only after cuts had been made to | 
“eliminate erude scenes taken in 


Dealing with 
the distribu- 


concentration camps.” 
th: Nurnberg trials, 
tors were made to cut statements 
about the Nazi war criminals, such 
as: “this destiny awaits all who idol- 
ize force” . and “the ignominy of 
their innumerable crimes.” 
Bolognesi sympathy for the Nazi- 
Fascist regimes is notorious, and he 
made no secret of his chagrin over 
the German defeat. It was Bolognesi 
who held up screening of Chaplin's 
“he Dictator” and “For Whom the 
until long after the war's 





Mexico City, Dec. 17. 

Domestic film production in Mex- 
ico is currently in a boom period, 
cashing in on the labor troubles and 
rising costs now plaguing U. S. pro- 
ducers. Additional attractive fea- 
ture in Mexico production is~ the 
easy tax situation prevalent here 
plus fact that pictures can be turned 
out on half the normal Hollywood 
budget. 

New Cuauhtemoc studios in Mex- 
ico City have recently wrapped up a 
deal for four pictures to be produced 
there, three of them to be by Holly- 
wood indies and one by Abel Gance, 
French producer. Latter starts 
work in March on 
Dolores Del Rio. Film will be done 
in both French and English versions. 
Hollywood producers are bringing 
their own story material from the 
U. S. 





Vet English Vauder 
Missing After Flood 


London, Dec. 4. 
G. S. Melvin, 60, who is missing, is 
presumed drowned at his flooded 
Thames-side home in Buckingham. 
Starting his career in the circus and 


concert worlds, then in his father’s | 


act, he made his name in the music 
halls in character’ studies, best 
known of which was a stoker danc- 
ing the hornpipe. 

He played America in the old 
Keith-Albee vaude days, toured U.S. 
and Canada in 1912 and 1924, and 
South Africa in 1916. 





Caprice Viennois 
Vienna, Dec. 8. 
Prof. Wolfgang Schneiderhan, 
famed violin soloist and member of 


Teatros have been ac- | Loureau of Regina, with M. Schmit‘ | the Vienna Philharmonic orchestra, 


received permission from the Aus- 
trian Ministry of Education, by con- 


y Manuel Espinosa Iglesias,| considering building up an Agfa | sent of the Allied High Command, 


to reappear again in public. 
Schneiderhan had been charged 


‘with Nazi affiliations. 


“Giselle,” with | 





Metro Plans 6 to 12 Pix Yearly In 
London; Acquiring Theatres Abroad 


% 





$2,000,000 Radiocentro 


Havana, Dec. 9 
Goar Mestre invited a number of 
newspapermen and radio columnists 
to visit Radiocentro, now under con- 


struction, and stated that it would be | 


ready sometime in the summer. Set- 


up will cost $2,000,000. Stockholders 
number 18 persons, including the 
ywwners of CMQ. The theatre por- 


tion that has been leased to Warner 
Bros., will be the largest here. 

of the CMQ pro- 
awaited with 


Reorganization 
gram department 


is 


report that some of the top execu- | 


tives will be removed. Mestre wants 
\a full reorganization by the time he 
moves the studios to Radiocentro. 


U.S. Films Cement 
- Czech Ties, Maas 


| 


| Informs Prague 


Release of U. S.-made pictures in 
Czechoslovakia much _ to 
solidify bonds of friendship between 
that country and America, Irving 
Maas, general manager of the Motion 
Picture Export Assn. of the U. S., 
told the people of that nation in a 
radio address at Prague last week. 
Maas was well received by reps of 
the Czech Film Monopoly on his 
arrival in Prague early in December 
on his European tour. 

He carried the greetings of Eric 
Johnston, head of the Motion Picture 
| Assn. of America, who had planned 
visiting Czechoslovakia until forced 





is doing 


to abandon his European tour by 
illness. 

Demand for American films in 
Czechoslovakia is so great that 


patrons are daily paying black mar- 
ket prices to see U.S. pictures, it was 
revealed by the MPEA in N. Y. last 
week. With long lines at night 
shows where U. S. productions are 
playing, Prague patrons are paying 


erators. The blackmarketers 


> 


To Be Ready by Summer 


Metro’s new London studios are 
nearing completion and should be 


ready for occupancy early next 
month, according to Arthur M, 
Loew, Loew’s International prexy, 


Just returned from a two-months’ 
tour of England and the Continent, 
Loew revealed that Metro plans to 
{turn out between six and 12 pix 
yearly at the London plant, which he 
| described being better equipped 
| in some ways than the Culver City 
studios. 

Metro also is dickering with Swiss 
producer Lazar Wechsler, who made 
“The Last Chance,” to help finance 
his next film. Present plans call for 
M-G staffer Fred Zinneman to di- 
rect. Loew said that Metro does 
not plan any large-scale production 
in Europe, however. 

In addition to the theatre site re- 
cently purchased in Amsterdam, 
ee also bought a new theatre in 
| Antwerp and acquired an interest 





as 


in houses in Geneva and Lausanne. 
Company is shopping for other 
theatres, he said, looking for places 
that will give better representation 
to Metro product. 

Metro currently has six unre- 
leased importations for the U. S. 
market, Loew said, but these will 
be screened by a special board be- 
foye deciding how to handle their 
sales. Board is to be comprised of 
one member each from the inter- 
national, domestic distribution and 
theatre departments. Loew is also 


negotiating to buy two more French 
{| pix. Company is handling distribu- 
tion in Italy of “Paia,” made by the 
producer of “Open City,” but almost 


every U. S. company is bidding for 
(the American rights. 

Loew revealed that his company 
today turns in about 40% of the 


total annual Loew’s gross and pre- 
dicted the average should hit 50% 
within the next two years. Industry 
needs to continue its voluntary 
restrictfons on the number of films 
exported for the next two or three 
years, he said, until the present 
backlog absorbed. He also con- 
firmed reports that Metro was dick- 
ering to handle foreign distribution 
of Enterprise product. 

Stepping into the Samuel Goldwyn- 
| Darryl F. Zanuck debate, Loew 
declared that many American pic- 
tures don’t fit into the war-con- 
| ditioned psychology of the Euro- 


is 


two to three times the established | Pean public. “I would like to see 
admission scale to black market op- fF 
have | integrity,” he added, “but they might 


Hollywood turn out pictures of more 


| been active at many first-runs in| Ot go so well here.” Refuting re- 
| that city where U. S. product of | ports of other industry chiefs, he 


being released. 

During the playdate of 
Comes Mr. Jordan” at 
theatre, black market operations in 


action against offenders. 
arrests were made. 








| 
| 
| 


REBUILT BY NEXT YEAR 


Vienna, Dec. 8. 
Vienna will have its ersatz Prater 
|next year. 
drawn up for the reconstruction of 
‘the noted amusement center which 
burnt down completely during the 


last days of the war. Heavy fighting 


“Here | that 
Lucerna | product is far superior to any turned 


ducats reached such a peak that the. 
Czech Film Monopoly posted war- | 
nings at the house threatening civil | 
Several | 


‘VIENNA PRATER TO BE 


MPEA member companies now is | declared that American films still 


draw top grosses in England, adding 
the majority of American 


out by other nations. To insure that 
such conditions continue, he sug- 
gested that U. S. producers survey 
the public taste in Europe to find 
a happy medium for pictures that 
will sell both here and abroad. 
Industry would be better off, how- 
ever, he declared, if inferior Ameri- 
can product was replaced on foreign 
screens by better foreign films. “It 
would also be good for the U. S.,” 
he said, “if good foreign pictures 


| replaced inferior American films in 


Final plans have been ' 


had taken place between the retir- | 


ing Germans and 
Russians on the Prater grounds. 

| Though the plans call for building 
|of stone houses only, the city ad- 
;ministration gave its permit for the 
| erection of wood buildings and huts 
‘for temporary use. Full reconstruc- 
tion plans will cover three years. 





| Painleve Protests Educ. 
Films at UNESCO Meet 


Paris, Dec. 2. 
The French film committee to 
serve on the UNESCO was formally 
, convened for the first time by Jean 
| Benoit-Levy, head of the UNESCO 
|pictures and _ visual information 
| branch, 


the advancing | 


this country, but that’s up to the 
public to decide.” 





‘Razor’s European Preem 
Promising in Stockholm 


Stockholm, Dec. 14. 
20th-Fox gave the European preem 


|of “The Razor's Edge” at the Park 


| the French film 


At a recent UNESCO sitting, Jean | 


|Painleve, French educational film 
expert, protested the scheme of per- 
mitting educationals to get free ac- 
cess to France if they are to be 
used for commercial distribution at 
any time. 

Roger Weill, 


includes a 


theatre here last Monday (9). The 
critics praised the film highly and 
it’s expected that it will run a long 
time at this deluxer. Another big 
premiere here the same day was 
“Les Visiteurs du 
Soir” at the Grand theatre. 

First Scandinavian film in color, 
“Sagan Om _ Elddonet,” made by 
Dansk Farve-og Tegnefilm, was 
shown at the Anglais and is a big 
success. Saga theatre will have a 
gala premiere this week with the 
British film “Caesar and Cleopatra.” 
Film is distributed in Sweden by 
Film AB Eagle-Lion. 


Noye Mex 20th Head 


Allen M. Noye, former 20th-Fox 
manager in Colombia, has been 





| hamed to head up the company’s of- 
| fice in Mexico. Noye, currently hud- 


|dling with homeoffice execs in New 


| York, succeeds Joseph G. Mullen, 


| granted a leave of absence because 
The French committee, headed by | of illness. 


member | 


Siegfried Zobel, former assistant 


from each of the unions in the film | to Noye in Colombia, has been pro- 


‘industry. 


moted to manager in that territory. 
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BEST is with great joy, that we enter into the spirit of 
this Holiday Season . . . and greet our many friends in 
the Motion Picture Industry. 


wey 
Wi E consider ourselves fortunate that our function in this 
great industry allows us the privilege of pleasant business 
associations with producers, distributors and exhibitors 
alike... with whom we have established enduring friend- 


ships and mutual respect. 





Ys 1946 draws to a close, and we approach the dawn 


of a new year... we take this opportunity to thank all of 





* 
/ 


you for your cooperation during the past year... and to 
extend our sincere wishes for a Merry Christmas and a 


Happy and Bountiful New Year. 
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Southwest Girds for B.0. Taper 
In 47; Caught in Middle Between 


Rising Costs, Ceiling Ticket Tabs 


By Hayden Talbot 
Tulsa, Dec. 12. 


Southwestern communities in 
may be small, but even the 
m framed in thousands 
unfenced grass- 
metropoli- 


majority 
town 
miles of 
land is up-and-coming, 
tan-minded. Texas ‘ ' 
are characterized by a Big City 
astuteness, aware and articulate of 
basic distributor-exhibitor relations 
at the crux of film business. Unlike 
the sameness of opinion found in 
other areas of the country, exhibs in 
the wide open spaces are character- 
istically independent - minded and 
nothing surprised your roving re- 
porter so much as the varying opin- 
ions expressed in answer to identical 


smallest 
of square 


questions. 


Fred Cannata, manager of the 
Uptown theatre, a typical Houston 
exhib, says 


Surveys Limited 

Cross-country checkups like this 
one in Variety serve a valuable pur- 
pose, of course. And the idea under- 
lying this one—giving the exhibitor 
a break—is certainly all to the good. 
The fault I have to find with these 
surveys generally is they're too 
limited in scope. It isn’t humanly 
possible for a questionnaire-compiler 
in a Times Square office to draw 
up a list of queries which won't 
include plenty inapplicable to in- 
dividual situations. 
your set questions for a minute, and 
spéak my piece about what I con- 
sider a crying need. 


“Nobody will battle the statement. 


producers and distributors want to 
make and handle the biggest pos- 
sible money-making product. It 
goes as much without saying as it 
would be in the case of the makers 
and distributors of any other line 
of goods. This being so, wouldn't 
you think producers would do their 
damndest to make sure in advance 
their pictures would be boxoffice? 


“Do they? Not on your life. They 
go on turning out product an ex- 
hititer would rather pay for and 
shelve than show. And this in spite 
of the fact there’s no good reason 
for their making lemons. If the 
answer wasn’t sticking out a mile, 


there might be some excuse for | 


them. As it is, there's none. 


“As for your set questions, busi- 
ness in the Houston area is off 30% 
from wartime peaks. Reasons for the 
drop are the same as elsewhere, but 
here anyhow dissatisfaction with 
current standards of production is a 
contributing factor of increasing im- 
portance. 

‘47 Slump Seen 

“Prophesying about the future is 
at best a case of guess-work, but 
the trend definitely suggests 1947 
will see a tapering off of business. 
With further increases in operating 
costs a certainty, and with its being 
equally certain our patrons will not 
stand for any further boosting of 
admission prices, the end of. lush 
times is at hand. 


“I suppose Houstor is to be count- 
ed fortunate, inasmuch as the major- 
ity of picturegoers are satisfied with 
a single feature policy. Certainly, 
our patrons ask nothing more than 
one good picture. Give ‘em a bill 
of a dozen bad ones—all for the 
Same price—and they'd pass you by. 
As for quantity of product, there's 
no trouble on that score. It's inferior 


quality which hurts. Throughout the 
past year the quality of product has 


been definitely below prewar stand- 
ards, but in our situation the qual- 
ity of prints has not deteriorated. 

Producers’ pressbooks are 
Salisfactory—period. 

“As for what's wrong with cur- 
Tent production standards, there is 
one outstanding fault — star value 
over-emphasized in relation to pro- 
duction value. 

_ Um glad to see Vaaiery—follow- 
- up your findings all along the 
'neé—is pointing to the mounting de- 
~—— by exhibitors for action pic- 
ee teak iz the type our patrons 
poe 3 St. What they don’t like are 
Sicals and costume pictures. In 
ad 0 pear Situation—so far as 
re office poison is concerned—it's a 
lish up between costume and Eng- 
rand eer I say this after having 
r ntly Played ‘The 7th Veil’ and 
he Man in Grey’.” 
Superficially Okiahoma_ differs 


tom Texas only ; é j 
highw y in the matter of 


not 


the | 


and Oklahoma | 


So let me duck | 


cities erupting out of the rolling 


| same degree of striking contrast. 
But the sameness is only superficial. 
And in no line of business is the 
difference more pronounced than in 
| the theatre. Texans ap- 
pear to be ready and willing to pay 
any price for their entertainment, 
| the average admission price in Okla- 
| homa pic houses including tax 
|—Is surely a nationwide low 

Proof of this disinclination to be 
prodigal when it comes to paying 
for its entertainment was forthcom- 
| ing from C. B. Akers, executive head 
‘of the Griffith Theatres, with head- 


Whereas 


suc., 


quarters in Oklahoma City. Says 
Akers: 
“Surveys, such as this one in 


VARIETY are unquestionably of value 


to the industry generally. At the 
same time unqualified answers to 
some of the items in the set ques- 


misconstrued 
distortion of the 
instance, when I say 
business is better than it was in 
1940—and about 15% off from 1945 
it should not be left at that. To get 
a true picture of current conditions 
you've got to keep in mind the 1940 
purchasing power of the dollar, and 
its value today. 


tionnaire can easily be 
SO aS to cause a 
truth. For 


“In the same way when I say 
we expect business to taper off 
| during 1947, its actual effect—even 


when the exact figures are a matter 
of record—can be gauged only when 
the 1947 value of the dollar is a 
known fact. 

“What we fully expect to happen 
next year is an even further increase 
|of operating costs. They've been 
| going up and up, and I see no end 
| 


to the upward trend. It is inevit- 
able the total over-all operating 
costs will rise in view of the neces- 


increasing cost of everything we 
buy. But again the whole story is 
not told when you say this. Its full 
significance can be evaluated only 


of the reasonably -to-be-expected 
grosses of 1947. 


B.O. Seale Hits Low 
| Ceiling ; Cutback Seen 





“Here in 


|do not anticipate raising them any 
| more. Incidentally, this territory has 
[the lowest admission scale with 
|which we are familiar. On the 
| average we are considerably lower 
lthan the rest of the country. This 
has always been true in Oklahoma, 
‘and even today the fact remains 
true. The top admission price in 
ithe State is 65c. in first run Okla- 
homa City houses. Tulsa’s top is 55c. 
in first runs. There are only two or 
three spots in the state outside these 
two cities where there is as much 
as a 50c. top. Probably the A-house 
average in medium sized towns is 
around 35c. All of these figures in- 
clude tax. 


“Irrespective of how the rest of 
the country feels regarding 1947 de- 
velopments, we in Oklahoma rec- 
ognize the possibility of our having 
to cut prices back somewhat next 
year.” 

(This is the first time in inter- 
| views with exhibitors in 36 states 
} your scribe has heard so much as 
|an intimation of this possibility. It 
comes with added force when view- 
ed in the light of the undoubted 
fact business generally in Oklahoma 
is as booming as anywhere thus 
| far visited.) 


New Pressbook Idea 


“I have always contended the dis- 
itributors could afford to put out 
| two kinds of pressbooks—one aimed 
j}at the larger situations and one for 
| the smalier towns. Exhibition is 
quite different in large and small 
tegen Crackerjack stunts working 
| fine in a small town would be rather 
| ridiculous in a city. First-run de- 
| luxe houses in the cities can afford 
' to spend great sums of money and, 
| therefore, their stunts are not feas- 
ible for small towns. 

“As for current production 
standards we see nothing particu- 
larly wrong with them. By and 
large the standard of 1946 produc- 
| tion has shown no falling off, and in 
'some instances there has been a 

marked improvement. In this terri- 


countryside of both states offer the | 


sity of raising salaries to offset the | 


when you couple it with an estimate | 


Oklahoma we believe | 
|admission prices have been upped | 
| as high as they can go. We definitely , 


M-C’s Adler, K.C. Mgr., Sez 
He Doesn’t Speak for Co. 


Kansas City, Mo., Dece# 10. ” 
| Editor, Variety: 





In reference 


marks, particularly as they pertain 


to our checking system and 16m 
films 

When Mr. Talbot came into my 
office we engaged in a general dis- 
cussion and at no time would I 
think of discussing with him the 
M-G-M policy. That, at all times, 
is done by our home office in New 
York. I would like to have this 
specifically understood so that any- 


one who saw this article cannot pos- 
sibly misunderstand 
which is 
branch. 


my position 


manager of the local 

Further, I must take exception to 
the quotes attributed to me which 
mention FBI and Hoover. At no 
time did I mention either Hoover 
or his organization in our conver- 
sation I did, however, explain to 
| Mr. Talbot some of our checking 
methods and what I told him is gen- 
erally know. in the industry and 
far from a secret to theatre owners 

Any that 
given in the article that we conceal 
methods of operation is er- 
roneous. As I told Mr. Talbot, each 
and every one of our checkers is 
furnished with proper credentials of 
introduction when on an = assign- 
ment. This letter is supplied as a 
protective measure to the exhibitor 
as well as ourselves, so that there 
cannot be any misunderstanding as 


impr ‘ssion might be 


our 


to the purpose of the visit. The 
credentials serve to prove the 
checker is officially employed by 
our company and by no one else. 
This method of ours has been in 
effect for quite some time now, as 
everyone in the industry’ well 
knows. 

As for the discussion on 16m 
films, everyone knows M-G-M’s | 


stand on the use of the narrow- 
gauge films in the domestic market. 
To repeat it, the company will not 
| supply 16m films to any theatre or 


| other institution in the United 
| States, and that the reduced-sized | 
duplicates we have made on our 


| films are for limited use by Loew’s 
International. These films are being 

furnished by Loew’s International to 

| remote spots abroad and any refer- 

| ence to the U. S. would naturally be 

| out of order. That is what is meant 
by the quote “since when was it un- 
fair to let people have entertainment 
in extremely remote regions?” 


‘do think you should clarify my po- 
sition in this article so that there 


_M-G-M policy and the points I tried 
to get over with Mr. Talbot. 
A. L. Adler, 
(Resident Manager). 





fer is the outdoor’ pictures—the 
swift action type—and good light 
comedies. What they don't like, 


generally speaking, is costume pic- 
tures. 

“The new stars we see coming 
along at this time, to name a few, 
are: Glenn Ford, Bob Mitchum, Rod 
Cameron Lizabeth Scott and Cath- 
erine McLeod. There may be a few 
others, but I cannot think of them 
at this moment. 


English Pix N.S.G. 
“Inasmuch as we have played no 
English pictures on our circuit, I am 
not in a position to speak from first 
hand knowledge, but from what I 


hear, the reaction to English pic- 
tures in this territory is not so 
good.” 


Bias is a luxury denied a VARIFT‘s 
mugg. wherefore nothing will be said 
here to suggest that Ralph Talbot is 
recognized as tops among Tulsa's 
showmen. But let's slip into his 
spacious headquarters in the Ritz 
Theatre building, and see what 
happens when a cupla Talbots get 
down to cases. Says Ralph: 

“As I see it, the idea underlying 
this VARIET4 symposium is to give 
the exhibitor a break. Nobody ought 
to—certainly no exhibitor will— 
find fault with this, In this three- 
way industry the producer and the 
distributor have had ali the best of 
it to date. But it’s as much the 
| eternal triangle as that relationship 
|is the cornerstone of all fictional 
drama. The trouble i long as 


is—so 
we're up against the existing sellers’ 
market—all the breaks in the world 
won't make things less tough for 
| the exhibitor. 

“On the other hand, I definitely 
pw not choose to line up with the 


ay route markings. Skyscraper tory, however, what our patrons pre-! gripers and moaners who have been 


to an interview at- 
tributed to me by your roving cor- | 
respondent, Hayden Talbot, I must 
take issue with some of the re- 


Film Shortage to Give Small Cos. 





Labor Causing Tieups 
Any 


istence 


shortage in 
the 
of any scheme on the part of the 
majors to runs 
but is caused by a tieup, 
according to industry sales man- 


product 
today is 


ex- 
not result 
enforce longer 
print 


agers. Tieup, they say, is caused 
by the current Hollywood labor 
strike 

Statement was made in an- 


swer to claims of subsequent 
run and small town exhibitors, 
who are presently finding it pos- 
sible to book only enough prod- 
uct to carry them through the 
middle of January. Such exhibs, 
usually playing on a split-week 
policy and accustomed to book- 
ing their pix at least two months 


in advance, accused the majors 
of attempts to create a sellers’ 
market to open the way to 


boosted film rentals or foist their 
reissues on the unwilling theatre 


owners. 
Confronted with the print 
tieup. the majors say, they're 


now forced to announce their re- 
leases month by month, instead 
of weekly or bi-weekly as they 
did in the past. It’s only natural 
therefore, they claim, that an ex- 
hib will find he can’t book more 
than a month in advance. 





* General 





airing their beefs in this series of 
articles. There’s no question about 
percentage terms 
| It’s as provable as the fact of the ar- 
tificial shortage of product brought 
about by distributors holding back 
| pictures until the last dollar has 
| been squeezed out of extended runs. 
| But both those facts can’t be suc- 
| cessfully used to cover up a third 
| equally provable fact. Where in 
these United States is there an ex- 
hibitor who will come forward and 
| say business in the lush years since 
Pearl Harbor has not been terrific? 


‘ Exhibs Still Must Preem 
Pix for Bally Angles 


“I know exhibitors who will tell 
you there’s no use their previewing 
films these days. I believe one such 


| of product is so restricted these days 
the exhibitor has got to play every- 


So, says he, what does it get him to 
| preview what he must play anyway. 
“To this there are two obvious 


answers. First, in the case of an 
out-and-out lemon, he can always 
sidestep it with a reissue. Second, 


if he runs it and watches it intelli- 
gently, there is always the chance 
he may hit on an exploitation angle 
which will sell the picture to his 
patrons. In either case he will be 
merely functioning as a showman— 
doing what must be done to rate the 
name. - 

“Specifically the successful exhibi- 
tor of 1947 has got to throw his mind 
back to the far-off days when win- 
ter vacations in 


| less of his thoughts than the conduct 
of his business. There was a time 
when an exhibitor put in 15 hours a 
day, seven days in 
thought nothing about it. If I gauge 
present trends correctly the renewed 
necessity for this kind of hard work 
will be the outstanding development 
of the new year. The _ proverbial 
dodo is no more extinct than the 
period covered by the past four 
| years 
“It had to come—the end of this 
fantastic period. But apparently 
| there are exhibitors who still delude 
themselves into thinking all they 
need is a cashier and a doorman to 
do capacity business. All the signs 
point to an increasing choosiness by 
patrons — automatically constituting 
a demand to be satisfied only by 
' shrewd selection of the screen fare 
offered them. 
“So at the end of my day’s regu- 
lar work—once a week and some- 
times more— I sit in the empty thea- 


| tre after the last house and see new | 


| films run through. I would do it 
even in the case of a picture I was 
committed to play, whatever its 
merit. 
phase of an_ exhibitor’s 
taken for granted. 
lit will be again.” 

(Next Week: Little Rock, Memphis 
and St. Louis.) 


job was 
If I'm any judge, 


being exorbitant. | 


é | $1,500,000. 
is no misunderstanding either as to ‘hing offered to him—or go dark.| Happened on Fifth Avenue” has 


| year means 


Miami and summer | 
vacations in Atlantic City occupied | 


| processing, 


| coloring. 


Less than 10 years ago this | 


Chance at Big Houses With Top Pix, 
Despite Majors ‘Extended Runs 


decrease in the number 
of pictures to be produced by the 
majors in 1947, which has been esti- 
mated at about an 8° cut of the 


1946 total. is expected to result in 
the product of smaller companies 
getting inta some swank houses 
| where they've never played before. 
Majors also see these companies, 
such as Monogram, PRC and Re- 
public, grouping their budgets on 
one or two top pix in an effort to 
get into the bigtime. 


Although the majors, for the most 
part, insist there’s no product short- 
age as such, most of them have an- 
nounced a slice in the number of 
pictures, necessitated by skyrocket- 
ing production costs. Majors expect 
to concentrate on the super-budg- 
and, as 20th-Fox production 
Darryl F. Zanuck pointed out 
recently, there’s just so much money 


eters 


chief 


and top talent to spread around. 
Usual antidote offered by the majors 
for the fewer pictures is a concen- 


tration on extended runs, with 
some spokesmen stressing the neces- 
sity for milking each film for all its 
worth in all situations 

Other industry sales chiefs, 
ever, believe the extended run pol- 
icy won't be the answe1 In most 
cities, they point out, the film audi- 
ence is limited to a certain number 
and, despite fond hopes of making 
picture fans of non-regulars at the 
boxoffice, only four or five films a 
year merit a turnout of the laggards. 
if a theatre accustomed to run a pic- 
|} ture for a week tries to extend its 
run to two weeks, consequently, re- 
| sult will probably be not muth in- 
| crease in the gross but a spread in 
| time over which the usual audience 
| 
{ 


how- 


will go to the theatre. 

Product of the smaller companies 
has already hit Broadway to a small 
| extent during the last year, with 
| Mono’s “Suspense,” PRC's “Wife of 
| Monte Cristo” and “Enchanted For- 
|est” and Rep’s “I've Always Loved 
| You” and others breaking into the 
'bigtime. Future production plans of 
, these companies indicate they'll at- 
| tempt to take advantage of the open- 
ings that are expected to increase 
for them. PRC, for instance, has an- 
| nounced a general budgetary boost- 
|ing all along the line in accordance 
with the company’s “New PRC” 


I do not want to quibble with 4S quoted recently in Vartery. The slogan and last week announced it 
Vaniery or its correspondent, but I, 478ument seems to be the quantity | was raising the budget ante on “Red 


i\Stallion” from _ $1,000,000 to 


Budget on Mono's “It 


| reached the $2,000,000 marker, a 
|revolutionary figure of the com- 
| pany. 

| Sales chiefs also predict that af- 
filiated Broadway houses may be 
taking product from their opposition 
|in face of the shortage. Warners, 


| for example, released only about 20 


pix in 1946 and a further cut next 
the company will en- 
counter difficulties in booking the 
Strand and Hollywood with exclu- 
sive WB product. 


Ruggles’ British-Made 
‘Crazy’ Awaits Lab Work 


Despite jamup of producers at- 
tempting to get prints processed at 


| the Hollywood Technicolor labs, and 
the week—and | 


even the move on the part of some 
to send their prints overseas for 
Wesley Ruggles has 
brought the finished version of his 
“London Town” to America for 
Ruggles, who arrived 
Thursday (12) on the Queen Eliza- 
beth with prints of the pic, retitled 
“My Heart Goes Crazy” for the 
American market, said he was aware 
of the laboratory bottleneck, but that 
he expected to have th” film ready 
for release early next year. 
American producer, who made the 
film in England with English musi- 


| cal talent, averred that he had been 
| promised 
| labs 


“first in line” when the 
begin to function on a fuil 
| schedule again. Slightly more than 


30 minutes were cut from the 
|; original version after a_ private 
screening in this country several 


weeks ago. In its present form, the 
| film runs about 90 minutes. 





EPPY’S N.Y. COL. SPOT 
Louis Epstein, ex-Mike Todd and, 
before that, manager for Al Jolson, 
is Columbia’s new studio contact ex- 
| ecutive in New York. 
Epstein’s prime duties will be as 
|an eastern talent scout for the studio. 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Jim Poling, who became eastern story editor for Universal-International 

: a ber, is already beginning to experience the frustrations that go with 
oe of New York story chief for any company. So much so that he 
oo oe the verge of resigning a couple weeks ago. 
“ ll came about through Poling’s friendship with Molly Costain, daugh- 
> oa author Thomas Costain. Via Molly he learned about Costain’s forth- 
ter 0 Doubleday novel, “Money Man,” and the studio appeared ail 
ream up over the” possibility of landing the yarn. However, Costain 
eat 20th-FOx was entitled to first gander because it bought his last novel, 
he Black Rose.” Poling then attempted to arrange for a meeting with 
Costain and Bert Bloch, Fox story ed, in the office of agent Carl Brandt. 
This was designed to give him at least an even break with Fox, since 
neither company had seen the manuscript and Costain said he'd tell them 
the details of the story. — ; 

After much fast talk, Poling finally was abie to arrange the meeting, only 
to get word from the studio, while Costain was on the train coming to the 
huddle, that it was no longer interested in the story 

Considerable skirmishing among Hollywood flacks is expected to result 
from the all-out plug given Samuel Goldwyn’s “Best Years of Our Lives” 
on the NBC web last Sunday (15) ayem by Dr. Ralph W. Sockman, Prot- 
estant minister who conducts the web’s weekly religious show With 
Academy Award presentations lurking around the corner, such praise 
could conceivably aid considerably in influencing the judges 

Lauding the “moving portrayal of our veterans in their return to peace- 
time living,” as depicted in “Years,” Dr. Sockman declared that “we leave 
the picture feeling we can bank on the future of a land where decency 
still counts.” Plug was especially novel in view of the fact that “Razor's 


Edge,” another possible Award contender, deals with a semi-religious 
theme but wasn’t mentioned by the minister 

Also unusual was the N. Y. Times’ editorial on “Years” last week 

New department in Reader’s Digest will be devoted to the film in Jan- 
uary. while it received the Page One award from the N. Y. Newspaper 


Guild and got lead articles in Life, Look, Screen Guide, Harper's Bazaar, 
and other mags, along with a string of radio notices 

Final tally of costs on the extensive ballyhoo campaign carried out by 
20th-Fox prior to the New York opening of “Razor's Edge” reveals that the 
lineup of stunts set the company back only about $170,000, despite the 
fact that it was probably the most penetrating venture of its kind to date. 
Figure is especially surprising in view of the upped costs of almost every 
item as compared to previous campaigns. This included 20th bringing in 
80 people from all parts of the country to witness the film’s preem. This 
cost only $14,000-$15,000. 

Previous most expensive campaign was “Wilson,” on which 20th spent 
$160,000. Newspaper ad rates are up 15% since “Wilson.” and electrical 
signs and other outdoor advertising costs have mounted 25-30% higher. 
For comparison, 20th spent about $160,000 for “Keys of the Kingdom” and 
$150,000 for “Song of Bernadette.” 

Conversion of preferred program by 20th-Fox has narrowed down the 
$1.50 preference issue to less than 200,000 shares, it was revealed this week. 
While there was talk at one time of calling the remaining old preferred 
shares, at the present rate stockholders may wipe remaining number of 


shares by converting into common without making a redemption call | 


necessary. Company also has a new 6% preferred stock. 
Conversion privilege is especially attractive this year because 20th-Fox 
has paid or declared payable $4 on the common in 1946. 


tained its 75¢ per quarter rate, declared an extra 25c¢ for the September | 


quarter and 75c extra for the final quarter. 

Novel newspaper advertising gimmick is currently being used by the 
David O. Selznick flackery in a teaser campaign for “Duel in the Sun.” 
Large-size ads based on a distinguished motif have been taken in several 
of the New York dailies but are run outside the regular amusement sec- 
tion. 

Featuring no scene mat but only straight type, the ads declared that 
Selznick is “pleased to announce” that “Duel” has “now been completed 
with the following distinguished cast,” and then lists the stars. Copy 


names no theatre, declaring the picture “is currently undergoing the proc- 
ess of Technicolor printing and will soon be available for exhibition in | 


theatres throughout the U. S.” 
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Capra Pic 


Continued from page 5 == 


more money than the differential in- 
dicated above. 
Music Hall’s Terms 
Music Hall deal gives a film in 
rentals between 30 and 35% of the 
total take. 





Company main- | 








VOPWARENOUNCES pow Fr 
pro-communist Ties |. com! Films | 


ontaneue of “Communist- of the average weekly attendance 
Pooteaiinan b - eragggr Office & over a six month period. They re- 
parent ond orkers of America, ceive 75c per thousand of weekly 
of oa n covering the majority patrons for each 30-second pic. Man- 

White collarites in the film and | ufacturer pays the distrib 
radio industries, adopted an explicit | $500-$800 for each briefie’s produc- 
ed ay Monday (16) of strict ad- 
Step te od pA tage policy. puted on its distribution. Industry 
tive kz wa tay od Reneral execu- | js so set up that manufacturer or 
with the “anti<Co en Led conform | storekeeper ordering the film gets 
resolution Barer ommunist Party” | three actual readers for every penny 
vention of the Cl at the 1946 con- spent. 

ae re CIO. While phenomenal climb in busi- 
Ps ‘aan control of the union by ness for the past two years is partly 
seted _ or cliques, the policy | attribyted to fact that wraps are 
yrenack at the UOPWA “is an | now off merchandise which the war 
in pte Institution which believes shored up, GI psychology is the 
all id ican democracy and rejects | main factor—and the only one ex- 

ideologies which run counter to | plaining the boost over pre-war days. 











pes toe of freedom and lib- | GIs learned so much through films 
ident pe come Merrill, UOPWA pres- | during the war, it’s explained, that 
contelbamn mitted his resignation as | they're sold on the medium above 
Masses re 9 editor to the New any other, 

ferson Sch as a trustee of the Jef- | Fact is double-edged. Manufac- 
both aan 001 of Social Sciences, turers are going in strong for screen 


Connie a have been labeled as | sales knowing that the vets are im- 
the action Be eee : Explaining | pressed with what they see in thea- 
to chdaae errill Said: “I have had | tres. Flock of ex-Gls, launched into 
questions os as own mind on many | their own businesses, are 
with Pod S all intelligent people do | screen advertising heavily to pro- 
must be ging conditions, and others mote their enterprises because of 
Prepared to do likewise.” their Army and Navy training. 
nn ' Aside from volume, ad-pix busi- 
ness is the same as always. Films 


Truman Shakeup have gone in for color as an extra 
wae 


selling factor. 
=——ae Continued from page 3 


— — conference with the 
ued eames: We hope for. contin- 
try.” 9rdial relations with the indus- 
are nee earalleling radio functions 
male wy in the Media Program- sit 
Sond tvision, which was also trans- | h.o. facilities to 162,300 square feet. 
unit into OGR. In charge of this | Addition of 9,300 square feet was 
a whieh will include liaison with |made by leasing the 14th floor for 
broadcasters, will be Charles | 21 years. 
ac son. 
ome Hyde, who had been in 
@) MR. all Information service for |on the same terms i 
» Will do the same for OTC. | slated for completion on May 1, 1947 
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U Adds Another Floor 


| in the new Tishman building at 59th 
street and Park avenue. New York, 


from | 


buying | 


Universal has taken added space | 
| boosting its total future acreage for , 
Company last August pacted for, 


the third to eighth floors inclusive | 
Building is| 





goes to 60°% if biz is big enough. 
The theatre and producer split ad 


costs all along the line 
Although have 
strong in the past few 


Prosses been SO 
years that 
there hasn't been much need for it, 
in unwritten agreement exists be- 
tween Gus Eyssell, managing direc- 
tor of the Hall, and the distribs that 
adjustments will be given if the 
house doesn’t come out okay on a 
deal. Distribs, because of natural 
desire to get future films into the 
6th avenue mammoth, are generally 
willing to make these adjustments 
when called for. 

Brandt’s deal, on the other hand, 
gives a picture 25% to $12,000, after 
which advertising costs are taken 
out, and then the distrib gets 75% on 
the remainder of the gross Here's 
the way this is expected to work out 
on “Life”: 

How It Figures 

Admission will be $1.25 (plus tax) 
top, which means that with daytime 
prices taken into consideration the 
average will be slightly better than 
$1 House’s 1,500 seats, if filled six 
times daily, would mean total of 
9,000 customers. It’s unlikely that 
every seat would be filled from 
opening to closing, so estimate is 
made on basis of 7,000 patrons. That 
would mean $7,000 daily or about 
$50,000 weekly. Applying the for- 
mula in the above paragraph and 
allowing $10,000 weekly for adver- 
tising, RKO will get about $24,000 a 
week or $480,000 in 20 weeks and 
$720,000 in 30 weeks—if business held 
|to the same level throughout the 
run, which isn’t likely. 

Basis of figuring for the Music 
'Hall is an average of $130,000 to 
| $135,000 a week (depending on sea- 


| son, holidays, ete.) for eight weeks. 
That means total gross of between 
$1,000,000 and $1,100,000. With the 
distrib taking about one-third of 
that, rental would amount to be- 
; tween $300,000 and $350,000. From 
ithat must be taken 


$40,000 





and subsequent playdates for lots | 


Deal starts at 25% up to' 
an agreed upon figure, then jumps | 
to 50% to another figure and finally | 


| Since Selznick’s split from UA last! splitting 


advertising, | 
which would cost the distrib about | 











(Continued from page 1) 


| clearly. There is no resistance to 
; the English accent if it is spoken so 
that it can be understood by people 
not used to it.” 


British film topper urged employ- 
| ment of more stars known to Ameri- 
cans as another necessary move. To 
this he added’a reminder that Holly- 
wood “is feeding the complacent 
American nation escapist pictures” 
while UK pix “go all out for real- 
; ism.” 


tion costs and additional cash com: | 


Jarratt’s comments fed fuel to con- 
tinued sniping by the British press 
| at U. S. film companies and there 
claimed failure to cooperate in pre- 
| moting distribution in America of 
British films. Companies have been 
target of complaints that 12,000,000 
pounds of the U. S. loan to Britain 
| have been dissipated in buying Yank 
pix. For the entire year of °46, the 
peeve went, the UK would extract a 
maximum of 2,600,000 pounds from 
American theatres. 


‘Blake’-‘Joan’ 


Continued from page 3 = 














got billing in all the critical notices 
|far below that given to the star. 

“Christopher Blake” also presents 
a casting probleth, the play devolving 
about the thespic ability of the 12- 
year-old who plays the title role. 
All the studio don't feel they have 
or can land a suitable moppet for 
the part 


} 


Equally a consideration, of course, 
Hart is 
He wants 


‘is the tremendous price 
asking for screen rights. 


a hefty down payment plus a per- 


centage of the gross after negative | 
cost. How big the down payment | 


| must be is open to negotiation, but 


| Hart is known to be willing to ac- 
| cept at least slightly less than the 


studios from going through with the 
pre-production deals they were 
| considering. 


| titude and may come in. ; ; , 
‘long objected to tossing their films | latest in bacteria warfare which hit 


Exhibs Scored | 


develop the market. Whether or not | 
| they can get coin out and how much 
'was termed “iffy.” 


Army Opens Secrets to Newsreels 





meeting Dec. 19 in the 
Hollywood Legion Stadium to dis- 
cuss the players’ official stand on 
the current studio strike. Meeting 
will be in response to a petition, 
signed by 350 members of the Guild, 


asking for re-examination of the 





Guild’s policy At the same time 
the Guild board will make a com- 


plete 


denied 


These reports had it that members 
of the Screen Set Designers, Screen 
Analysts Guild, Painters and Car- 
penters had applied for membership 
in the International Alliance of 
Theatrical Stage Employees to re- 
turn to work. 











With Eye on D. C. Economy Moves 
tradition over the head. Aiming to 
Hollywood. Dec. 17. still commands, the Services have 
boo under military censorship. Prac- 
fare, have been thrown open to the 
ness of importance of reels is a feai 
pressed desire to slice taxes has the 
| will keep the War and Navy Depts. 
Studio Unions reports of|the reels lensing spectacular V-2 
White Sands tests have reel of- 
Army plans to send giant V-2 
stratosphere by a man-projected 
flight. 
——— _ Continued from page 5 Samet photogenic. 
. : their flight. Second, the warheads 
Coast for the purpose, in selling in- 
swarm of simulated falling stars. 
maining are Howard Hughes and ' 
Edward Small, who had refused to public glimpses of the atom bomb 


+ Newsreels are being employed by 
SAG T0 MULL OFFICAL the Army to beat the Col, Blimp 
demonstrate that the brasshats are 
STAND IN WALKOUT up-on-their-toes and to rid the pub- 
lic of the notion that the Colonel 
cma Aan en wih beak os thrown the newsreel floodlights on 
N 4 4 AC Ss r c one . 
new military gadgets heretofore ta- 
general 
tically all secret weapons publicized 
recently except bacteriological war- 
reels 
Also sparking military conscious- 
of to-the-bone slashes on Federal 
appropriations Republicans’ ex- 
brasshats worried and it’s figured 
report of its efforts to bring that publicity on latest experiments 
< re sacel Ss ti p » 
sOOUS @ PERC ul — i before the public via theatres. Policy 
Meanwhile, the Conference of|has been stepped up further with 
breaks in the ranks of the strikers. | tests held at White Sands. N. M., 
last night (17) and today 
ficials hopped up over the promise 
of spectacular clips with b.o. pull 
rockets 100 miles above the earth's 
surface. furthest penetration into the 
— ~ _— missile, with the warheads set to 
explode at the highest point of 
UA-MPEA 
Two factors will make the tests 
First, they’re to be held 
mainly at night when the cameras 
mim « 99 te ar ny : ‘ ; a 
execs and of Francis Harmon, MPEA | 111) have little difficulty training on 
v.p.. who made a special trip to the 
i th |will be loaded with meteorites so 
» . ‘Ore CoOIne ¢£ o y , . ‘ x 
die producers on going along wi ‘| that the explosions will rain down a 
the organization. Only holdouts re- 
ne Liberalized policy by the Army 
Hunt Stromberg {has so far fed the reels and the 
release through MPEA until Trecent- works at Oakridge, Tenn., operations 
ly, went in with the reservation that | of the radio-controlled robot bomb; 


jhe'd sell in Holland independently. | radar echoes from the moon: and 


Deal was recently made in that! previous V-2 tests in which cameras 
country by Harry Kosiner, Small’s| were installed in the rockets them- 
sales rep, during a tour abroad. |selves. The Navy has paralleled the 


| David O. Selznick, who likewise had | Army course by recently permitting 
| resisted allowing his product to be | takes of its newly devised, steam- 
|sold by the Export Assn., made a | propelled 


torpedo Reels snared 

shots of the torpedo 
a German-captured sub- 
week, however, he’s no longer being marine in two. Both services com- 
taken into account by the company. ! bined on the Bikini fission show with 

Samuel Goldwyn now remains the! those clips pieced together into a 
last important indie outside the one-reeler that proved to be bo. 
MPEA, and it is understood that Magic. 
James Mulvey, his distribution chief, Only one known major develop- 
has softened considerably in his at- ment in warfare has yet to be ex- 
Indies had posed to newsreel film. That’s the 


similar reservation as to Holland. | theatrical 


into the export pool, but have been | the limelight some months back fol- 
convinced of the necessity of a lowing its disclosure in Congress. 
united front abroad to meet monop- | While the reels wouldn't be averse 
olies created by governments in the|to an Army demonstration of bac- 
13 nations MPEA was created to | terie-technique, officials =~ haven't 
service. Willingness of the Assn. to! Pressed the point because such a 
accept members who made separate | Show would not have the dramatic 


ideals for Holland was the last big | high-pinks that go with bomb and 
| barrier, since that’s really the only 


rocket fare. 

one of the 13 countries where ad-| Reels have cooperated — secur- 

vantageous individual deals can be | ing shots of the latest in military by 

made | jointly maintaining a Washington 

reau. D. C. bureau job is to im- 

Polish agreement was made hyp | Scalia ane for cuieaiaiiate to 
i aac oe y ’ ne J : , 

he — tet ee |lens new weapons doing their stuff, 

ast week in Warsaw. *S se eben : +s , 
a P ' once disclosure of their perfection is 

mee wt gpg :" taak — made through one source or another, 

aco to negotiate a deal, ad 

can companies were unwilling at} 


that time to accept terms proposed. | ° . 

They've now agreed to the impor- | ‘Abie’s Dates 
tance of getting American product | 
into the country, even if there’s no 
income forthcoming, to maintain and tions from Par and WB execs, which 
were followed up by the Anti- 
Defamation League and the National! 
Conference of Christians and Jews, 
teed-off the squawks to which the 
picture has been subjected. 

















Continued from page 5 


Mulvey had previously objected to 
MPEA’s failure to make a deal with 
Poland’ and the new pact may be 
the final step in selling him. 


Mpls. Mayor Passing 





$500,000 he was asking before the. 
play opened and which kept several | 


i} of fish and noodles. 





On ‘Abie’ Himself 
Minneapolis, Dec. 17. 
Following the ultimatum of Bennie 
Berger, North Central Allied pres- 
ident, in behalf of a group of 
ages of war, according to a report Twin City independent exhibitors, to 
sent to the Loew's International United Artists, to withdraw “Abie’s 
homeoffice by George Hyder, Metro | Irish Rose” from release until pres- 
chief in Hong Kong, who handled | ent criticism causes have been elim- 
the Canton setup. | inated, Mayor H. H. Humphrey of 
Hyder was forced to hire 10 plain-| Minneapolis and his council on 
clothes Chinese cops to protect the! human relations have decided to 
print on its bicycling trek. He gave | view and pass on the picture this 
the opening a pre-release campaign | week. UA here agreed to screen it 
rivaling many of the top ballyhoo/| for them. 
stunts in the U. S. Locally-made| The penalty for refusal to comply 
posters were spotted throughout the with the Berger demand, Grad Sears, 
city, every nitery played music from | UA sales head, was informed, would 
the picture's score and a float with | be a local move by independent ex- 
neon signs paraded the city nightly. | hibitors for screen censorship. Ber- 
As a piece de resistance, Ryder | ger hasn’t had a reply from Sears, 
cooked up a special “Bathing Beauty he says, probably because his letter 
Dish,” which was featured in Can-)| sent to New York had to be fore 
ton’s top eatery. Dish was composed | warded to the UA executive in 
| California. 


Metro Bikes 


i——— Continued from page 3 
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‘ likely. Last week, *“Margie” 
oy (2d wk), happy $13,000. 
¥ d (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65)— 
ae Woman” (UA) and “Blondie 
Knows Best” (Col). Only bill show- 
ing any strength but $16,000 is not 
big. Last week, “Undercurrent” 
(M-G) and “Betty Co-ed” (Col) (2d 
wk), moderate $8,000 in 5 days. 
man (Paramount) (1,900; 45- 
8) Two Years Before Mast” (Par) 


(3d wk). Down to $8,000. Last week, | 
fine $11,000 and enough to get ex-) 


tended time. 

eum (RKO) 
aus (RKO) and “High School 
Hero” (Mono). Moderate $10,000. 
Last week, “The Verdict” (WB) and 
“Great Day” (RKO), same. 

Tower (Fox Joffee) (2,100; 45-65) 
_—“Bachelor’s Daughters” (UA) and 
“Wife Wanted” (Mono) with vaude. 
Film fare looks solid this week, but 
no help to biz; so-so $8,500. Last 


week, “Singin’ in Corn” (Col) and | 


“Great to Be Young” (Col) with 


vaude, $9,500. 


0VED YOU’ BRISK 
$11,000, SEATTLE ACE 


Seattle, Dec. 17. 

Usual pre-Xmas slump and unfa- 
vorable weather will hurt trade all 
over this week. Despite this, “Al- 
ways Loved You” shapes as good, 
and only nice new attraction this 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) (800; 45-80)— 
“Margie” (20th) (5th wk). Fair $3,- 
500 in 6 days after oke $5,100 last 
week. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
—“Always Loved You” (Rep). Good 
$11,000 or over. Last week, “Notori- 
ous” (RKO) (2d wk), sweet $14,300. 

Liberty (J&vH) (1.650; 45-80)— 
“Kings Row” (WB) and “Wild Bill 
Hickok Rides” (WB) (reissues). Okay 
$7,000. Last week. “Return Monte 
Cristo” (Col) and “One Dark Night” 
(Col) (2d wk), neat $7,600. 

Music Bex (H-E) (850; . 45-80)— 
“Notorious” (RKO) (m.o.). Fancy 
$7,500. Last week, “Dodsworth” (FC) 
and “Argentine Way” (20th) (reis- 
sues), slow $2,700 in 6 days. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Mr. Ace” (UA) and “Johnny in 
Clouds” (UA). Fair $7,500 or over. 
Last week, “Courage of Lassie” (M- 
G) and “Crack-Up” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Fair $6,800. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600: 45-80)— 
“White Tie and Tails” (U) and “Dead 
of Night” (U). Dull $8,000 or under. 
Last week, “Killers” (U) and “Miss 
Big” (U) (2d wk), fine $10,000. 
Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80)— 
“Strange Voyage” (Mono) and “Gas 
House Kids” (PRC) plus vaude. Mild 
$6,500. Last weck. “Torrid Zone” 
(WB) and stage, fair $7,200. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039: 45-80)— 
“Blue Skies” (Par) (3d wk). Trim 
$8,000 in 6 days after great $15.500 
last week. 

i Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80)— 
Killers” (U) (3d wk). Fine $4,500. 
Last week, “9 Steps” (Indie) and 
Nothing Sacred” (FC), mild $3.800. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 25- 
50)—"2 Guys Milwaukee” (WB) and 
Searching Wind” (Par) (3d run). 
Fair $4,000 or close. Last week, “Cen- 
tennial Summer” (20th) and “Bad- 


man's Territory” (RKO) run) 
as ’ O) (3d run), 


‘Loved You’ Trim $24,000 
In 3 Denver Houses 


Denver, Dec. 17. 
Snow and cold weather are com- 
bining with Xmas shopping to put 
a crimp in biz this week. “Always 
Leved You” looks to get top coin of 
Se neneEnS, playing in three thea- 


. Estimates for This Week 
wqeftladdin:§ §=(Fox) (1,400: 25-74)— 
ee Say Goodbye” (WB) and 
ench Key (Rep). after week at 
ro aver, Esquire, Webber. Good 
> - _dast week, “Dark Mirror” 
i: and “Mysterious Mr, Valentine” 
ap) {(m.0.), good $5,000. 
toy enham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70 )— 
By bag Before Mast” (Par) (3d 
Chejetne at $10,000 but stays until 
a astmas day. Last week, big 


hn. x) (2,525; 35-74)—“Al- 
pays Loved You” (Rep) and ney 
Bee; Shep (SG), day-date with 
“aes Webber. Geod $16,000. Last 
be * agrever Say Goodbye” (WB) 
-# rench Key” (Rep), also 
quire, Webber, good $15,000 
wapduire (Fox) (742: 35-74)—“Al- 
Des aoe You” (Rep) and “My 
B Shep” (SG). Fine $5,000. Last 


Denver (Fo 


and wpNever Say Goodbye” (WB) 
$4 500. ench Key” (Rep). good 


Orpheum (RK 
“N a oO} 
ivoe seve (M-G) and “Child of 
10,000 7 RKO) (2d wk). Fair 
Paramegn, Week. big $19,000 
“Weddinennt, (Fox) (2.200: 35-74)— 
and Get teen” sal “Come 
week « : ice $10,000. 

fek, “Thrill of Brazil” (Col) a 


(2,600; 35-74)— 


Continued from page 18 = — 


(1,900: 45-65)— | 


Grosses 











“Beauty and Bandit” (Mono), only 
$8,000. 
Rialto (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Dark 


Mirror” (U ) and “Mysterious Mr. 
| Valentine” (Rep), after week at 
Denver, Esquire, Webber, Aladdin. 


Good $4,500. Last week, “Deception” 





(WB) and “North of Border” (SG) 
(m.o.), fair $4,000, 

Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“Al- 
; ways Loved You” (Rep) and “My | 
|Dog Shep” (SG), also Denver. 
| Esquire. Fair $3,000 Last week, 
“Never Say Goodbye’ (WB) and 


“French Key” (Rep), good $4,000. 











| James Mason 
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lywood representative in England” 
who had suggested a writing-produ- 
cing-acting contract in America. It 
sounded like a good deal. But then, 


to Hollywood and 
him all over the place. “He turned 
into a gaudy flesh peddler,” 


declared. 


“And he was going to make as | 
Miss | 


deal as 
“not 


much on the 
Kellino said, 
10%.” 

“I realized then,” Mason told re- 
porters, “that we weren’t—er—suit- 
ed to each other.” 

Rose Retains Attorney 


Rose apparently does not feel the 
Same way. He has engaged Holly- 
wood attorney George Cohen to go 
into the matter of legal action 
against Mason. He claims he has a 
signed five-year pact, approved by 
; attorneys for both sides in London 
and Hollywood. Rose maintains the 
contract which Mason 
exist calls for two features a year in 
this country, in both of which Mason 
and Rose would work on a salary 
and participation basis. 

Rose aims to take the case 
court to claim damages for the loss 
of income sustained because he re- 
signed his Paramount post to form 


James,” 


just the usual 


money and energy in the plan. 


Meantime, the Masons were mak- 
ing more public remarks not de- 


British producers. Mason stated he 
has “no illusions” about any of the 
films he’s made. Some, he said, have 
been “awful dillies,”’ including 
“Thunder Rock” and “The Man in 
Grey.” “Wicked Lady,” he de- 
clared, “isn’t particularly good.” On 
the other hand, “Odd Man Out,” to 


is “a lovely picture.” 

Bad Pix Must Get Bad Notices 

Mrs. Mason, on the same subject. 
asserted: “We like our bad films to 
get bad notices. It’s the only pleas- 
ure we get out of them. You have 
to play in them because of the 
money—anybody can make a popu- 
lar picture, if they go low enough, 
really—but it’s gratifying to make 
the producers see that the press 
agrees with us.” 

As for that Garbo routine. Mrs. 
Mason explained: “We're not trying 
to avoid people. We love to meet 
them. We want to meet the press 
—but not all at once.” 

Mason 
; he’s rented in Greenwich, Conn., and 
|his apartment in New York. He 
|may, however, do a play on Broad- 
way. He also wants to take a motor 
tour of the country. Which provid- 
led an explanation of that beige- 
colored ambulance and the five cats 
the Masons brought with them from 
England. They brought the ambu- 
\Jance along. Mrs. Mason said, because 
they heard they wouldn't be able to 
take the cats on trains. 

Tour will be under the guidance of 
John Monahan, who to the Masons is 
all things, including iront man. 
| Monahan, who hails from Scranton, 

| Pa. it was explained, met up with 
the Masons when he was in the 





ting on shows in an entertainment 
unit. 

And the names of the cats—if you 
are interested—are Tree, Lady 
Leeds, Top Boy, Whitey and Nibbler. 


Goldwyn Girls Heading 


For South America 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Sam Goldwyn is sending out his 
| fernme diplomats, known as the 
| Goldy vn Girls, on their longest trip 
jto date, to promulgate the Good 
| Neighbor policy in the Latin-Amer- 
ican countries and, incidentally, to 
plug the Danny’ Kaye _ starret, 
econ Man.” 
; Caravan starts Jan. 17 in Los An- 
'geles and winds up March 15 in 
New York. 





} 


Mason said, the man had gone back | 
“sold pieces” of | 


Mason ' 


says doesn’t | 


into 


the partnership and invested time, | 


signed to lower the blood pressure of | 


be exhibited here in 1947, he thinks | 


aims to rest at the home 


Army overseas and they were put- | 


Striking Bronx Mgrs. 
To Name Bargaining Agcy. 


Under a directive from the State 
| Labor Relations Board, the Com- 
| bined Bronx Amusement Corp. con- 
ducts a balloting today (Wednesday ) 
| to determine the collective bargain- 
| Ing agency for the managers at its 
six strike-bound houses in upper 
New York. Strike, called by the 
Motion Picture Theatre Operating 
Managers & Ass’t Managers at the 


ED 


| 


beginning of November, was caused 

by alleged discrimination against 

union members by the company 
Contention of the company that 


| managers were considered aS execu- 
tives, not employees, was rejected by 
the SLRB last week in its decision 
ordering that an election be held 
Only strikers are being permitted to 
vote in the elections today. 














| Selznick Release 
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a strong and reasonable one, he'll 
accept the post as counsel. 
doesn’t, it will force UA either to 
turn to other lawyers or revise the 
ideas of partners Mary Pickford and 
Charles Chaplin on the type and ex- 
tent of the suit to be filed. 

UA, in the meantime, also was 
faced with the problem of what to 
do with Selznick’s pictures, pri- 


marily “Spellbound,” which are cur- | 


rently in release and have thousands 
of engagements booked and yet to 
be played off. Lawyers are cur- 
rently mulling that one, too, with 
UA continuing to handle the product 
temporarily. 

Play Off Selznick Pix 

Fear, too, is that if the pix are not 
played off, Selznick will have an- 
| other point on which to file counter- 
suit. Company, naturally, wants to 
avoid that. There’s likewise a 
chance that exhibs who have con- 
| tracts with UA for the film might 
‘sue. All in all, general trade opin- 
ion is that unless Selnick takes 
steps, UA will go on handling the 
, old product. 

Bankers who put up some §$3,- 
000,000 to finance “Duel in the Sun,” 
Selznick’s forthcoming Technicolor 
opus which UA refuses to release, 
are also giving the producer a head- 
ache. Banks are Security-First Na- 
tional of Los Angeles and Bankers 
Trust of New York. As with all ad- 
vances from banks, these were made 
on the basis that Selznick had a re- 
|lease for his picture. Now that 
| Selznick has no established distrib- 
| uting company to release his prod- 
| uct, but must depend on a company 
currently being organized, bankers, 
while showing no signs of worry, 
the 


' 


| 
| 
; are paying Close attention to 
proceedings. 





MacNamara te N. Y. 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


York tonight (Tuesday) to name a 
successor to Sid Alexander. 
resigned two weeks ago as head ot 


Vanguard's eastern advertising and 
publicity. 

Neil Agnew casts with Mac- 
Namara. 














Pathe Studio 
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asserting any deal set up was han- 
dled entirely on the Coast. 


Several Hollywood indie producers | 


have evidenced interest in the stu- 
dio. with James Cagney reportedly 
seeking eastern production facilities. 
No deals have been finalized yet, 
however, and Pathe prexy Frederick 
Ullman, meanwhile, has already 
gone on record with a statement that 
he hopes to get some of the spill- 
‘ever from Hollywood in order to 
give the new studio a good start. 
Chief attributes of the new build- 


ing are its new equipment and la-. 


bor harmony. Union technicians, 
‘unencumbered by any jurisdictional 
troubles such as the Hollywood lo- 


cals are now facing with the Con-' 


ference of Studio Unions, give the 
widest possible interpretations to 
union regulations, pitching in as 


'much as possible to get things done. | 


Equipment is some of the best that 
could be bought. Under its present 


setup, though, the studio will prob-— 


ably be best fitted for shooting of 
screen tests and shorts production. 

Building was the old Manhattan 
Odd Fellows Temple, on which a 
complete reconversion job was done. 
Only seven of its 11 floors are beir. 
used for shooting and sound record- 
‘ing. with the rest given over to film 
'storage and office space. Building 
!also bas music and choral rooms, a 
dubbing studie and two projection 
j Tooms. 


If he| 


Paul MacNamara leaves for New | 


Latter | 


'N. Y. Stage Designer Indicts H’'wood 


Adherence to Artificial Film Sets 


+ Adding iuel to the fire stirred by 
Young Heads SOPEG 


charges that Hollywood is drawing 
steadily further away from reality, 

Mordecai Gorelik, w.k. legit stage 

At the regular annual elections of | gesigner, who’s also worked as pro- 
the Screen Office & Professional | quction designer on two top films, 
Employees Guild, Local 109, held) geclares that sets usually seen in 
| Monday (16), Sidney Young was re-| Hollywood pictures engender no feel- 

turned to the post of president in ; : 
in uncontested fight Norman Has- 

selo, of UA’s accounting staff, edged 


ing of realism because of the 
glamorization policy of the head art 
directors. 
out Pasquale Di Blasi. ..20th-Fox | 
chief accountant, for the veepee post 
| while Otto Lange reelected 
unanimously as secretary-treasurer. 
Jean Forestier, of UA named 
recording secretary. 
| Union's trial board will consist of 
| Vincent Maher, Columbia; John' 
| Cuniff, Loew’s exchange; Abe Miller, 
RKO, and Norman Hyman, RKO. 





over- 


Most of the top studio art direc- 
tors, according to Gorelik, have be- 
come “bosses surrounded by their 
own empire.” Set designers who are 
forced to work them are told to ac- 
cept the existing setup or get off the 
lots. Most Broadway designers 
who've gone to Hollywood with the 
intention of trying to do good work, 
consequently, have been squelched 
by the art directors, who try in every 
way to sabotage New Yorkers, An 


Was 


Was 





Pennypacker, Pickford’s 


UA R R a" official of the Sereen Art Directors’ 
Bo d Guild actually said, according to 
ar ep, signs Gorelik: “We will not tolerate any 


Broadway set designers on our lots.” 


In Protest of DOS Action 


Chief factor militating against re- 
tesignation of Isaac A. Penny- = alistic sets in films, Gorelik said, is 
packer as one of the three directors the art directors’ tendency toward 


representing Mary Pickford on the 
| United Artists board resulted from 
his disagreement with the steps be- 
ing taken to oust David O. Selznick 
i'from the company, it has been 
‘learned. Although Pennypacker, a 
Philly attorney, made the report en 
which owners Pickford and Charles 
| Chaplin based their resolution to get | 
rid of partner Selznick, Pennypacker 


literalism. Instead of achieving sets 
that look normal, consequently, their 
, sets always look lavish and along 
t 2 lines of the “standard Hollywood 
cliches.” Good stage desigr, Gorelik 
pointed out, is geared to the subject 
matter of a play but Hollywood art 
directors often don’t take into ac- 
count the difference between one 


| drama and other or between drama 


|disagreed with the board’s drastic | and farce. Sets are seldom related 
| manner of handling the situation. to the script. 
| ' Also figuring in the attorney's de-| Gorelik, who has designed sets 


| sire to resign is Selznick’s threat to) ¢,) 39 Broadway legiters, including 
| file personal suits against each of! such hits as “Men in White,” “Gold- 
the directors. That's perfectly legal}, Boy.” and “Rocket to the Moon,” 
procedure but the UA board a | went to Hollywood to serve as pro- 
couple years ago took a precaution-/ guction designer on “Days of Glory” 
ary measure with such a possibility | and “None But the Lonely Heart.” 


in view. It voted that the company | On both pictures, he claims, he was 
should indemnify a director for any | able to achieve the realism he want- 
damages assessed against him by) ed only through constant tiffs with 


reason of his action on behalf of! the RKO art directer, who demand- 
UA. Selznick is threatening the six | ed the usual glamorization. 

ca an eed acae ca t obi Gorelik is currently back in New 
— a each—a total Of vork to do sets for “Sign of the 





| ‘ : 

bone genet or nein beyond Archer,”” which will be produced by 
S capacity te imeemnity. Harold Clurman and Elia Kazan. 

Aithough Pennypacker felt that 








|Selznick may have breached his |§ 
| contract with UA by selling package | 
deals to 20th-Fox and RKO, he} 
thought there were some angles | 
which might keep the case from | laa 
standing up in court. His counsel, | Ronald Colman and Peggy Cummins 
therefore, 7 _to distribute Selz- | i, set for February, with “Carnival 
nick's forthcoming product, includ- | in Costa Rica,” another Technicolor 
ing “Duel in the Sun, and in every | musical starring Dick Haymes and 
way keep the relationship with the Celeste Holme and “Brasher 
producer on a normal basis so he'd Deebiees.” Giewe se Saetgomery- 


have no ore for countersuit. + | Naney Guild starrer, due in March. 
the same _ time, however, Penny- April will see “Homestretch” in 
_packer’s idea was to institute action | Technicolor, with Cornel Wilde and 
| against Selznick and let the court, if ; 


: - |Maureen O’Hara and “Boomerang,” 

it found he had done wrong, issue a with Dana Andrews and Jane Wyatt. 

declaratory judgment against the | : fe 
“I Wonder Who's Kissing Her 


producer, which would have the a a ey 
same effect of booting him out with- | Now,” the Joe Howard biopte in 
starring June Havel 


out subjecting UA to any liability. _ Technicolor : 
_ and Mark Stevens, is set for May, 


ey lalong with “The Ghost and Mrs. 
| Muir,” co-starring Rex Harrison and 


‘Eagle-Lion Toppers Back ius.” } 
Gene Tierney. Only one film has 
East After Sales Meets | been set for June, “Bob, Son of Bat- 





20th Releases 


Continued from page 15 





sie tle.” in Technicolor, with Peggy 
Ragle-Lion’s top h.o. execs Tre€- Cummins. “Chicken Every Sun- 
turned to New York yesterday day,” co-starring Henry Fonda and 


| (Tuesday) following series of sales Maureen O'Hara, is expected to be 


| meets at Los Angeles, Chicago and | released in July, to be followed by 
| Dallas which heralded start of the the $5,000,000 production of “For- 
new company. Back in New York | ever Amber,” starring Cornel Wilde 





are Arthur Krim. prexy. Alfred and Linda Darnell, in A gust. 
Schwalberg, sales chief; Max E. i “Mother Wore Tights ” another 
| Youngstein, ad-explojtation topper, | potty Grable Technicolor musical, 
and Arthur Jefirey, exploitation | },. been tentatively set for Sep- 
manager. sooner. 

| Bryan Foy, studio head, who also 

| attended the conclaves, returned Among the other super-budgeters 
| 


expected to be released during the 
rest of 1947 
which Vincent 


westward from Chi. Result of meets 
has been the setting of sales policies 
for first two pix, “It’s a Joke, Son” 
fand “Bedelia.” J. Arthyr Rank im- 
portation. 


are “Moss Rose,” in 
Price has been set; 
“Snake Pit.” from the current best- 
seer by Mary Jane Ward, which 
will be the first Anatole Litvak pro- 
duction for 20th; “Walls of Jericho,” 
a John M. Stahl production; “Cap- 
Fagle-Lion signed Louis Hayward tain from Castile,” in Technicolor 
to star in two pictures, starting Dec.;and now shooting with Tyrone 
27 in “Repeat Performance,” in Power as the star in Mexico, and 
which he will share tep billing with “Secudda Hoo, Scudda Hay,” co- 
Joan Leslie. | starring June Haver and Lon Mc- 
Second on the list will be “Love | Allister in Technicolor. 
From a Stranger,” to be produced by | 
James J. Geller, starting in March. | 





E-L Inks Mayward 
Holly wood, Dec. 17. 


SAG Hikes Boss 


Heltywood, Dec. 17. 
Screen Extras Guild. will hike 
dues from $1.50 to $2 per month and 
increase iniliation fee from $50 to 





Sol Siegel to 20th 


Holly wood, Dec. 17. 
Sol Siegel, with Paramount for 
six years, inked a producer contract - 
| $100, effective Feb. 1. 


vith 20th-Fox, starting Jan. 1. 
Last two pictures produced by | Mail referendum was approved by 
Siege] on the Paramount lot were |3-1 ballot on recommendation tor 


j “Blue Skies” and “Perils of Pauline.” | hike from board of directors. 
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Starring 


HAYWARD - BARBARA BRIT 
wn GEORGE MACREADY 


UNA HENRY STEVEN =—sRAY. = LUDWIG 
O'CONNOR - STEPHENSON - GERAY - COLLINS - DONATH 


Screenplay by George Bruce and Alfred Neumann 
Directed by HENRY LEVIN - Produced by GRANT WHYTOCK 


an EDWARD SMALL eroouction 











= 
Ao GT tea las Gee te 








yer emt ee 


ee ee ee ee ee ee | 
“SC ee ‘ *®@eeee#ee#e@e#e 
ee 666 @ 8 48686 





e 
eeeeseeenseeseeeseeeeeeteeeeeees es» eee 








RE A RL TTI 
a 











34 VARIETY Wednesday, December 18, 1946 





Here’s how they'll say it 
this holiday! 





World Premiere of M-G-M’s Prize Picture “THE YEARLING” 
(in Technicolor) December 25, 1946 at the Carthay Circle Theatre, 
Los Angeles. The New York Premiere will be at Radio City Music 
Hall following’M-G-Mis Technicolossal” TILL THE CLOUDS ROLL BY” 
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Bijou, Mpls., Sold by Steffes Estate 
For $65,000; Other Exchange Items 


Minneapolis. 
of the three theatre proper- | 


Firs! A. Steffes to be | 


ae of the late W. 
nee d is the Bijou, lower loop | 





iquidate 
eed subsequent-run house, | 
pought from the estate by Harry 
Dryer, its lessee, for $65,000. Dryer, 
who operates several other such | 
theatres, has had the Bijou for many 
vears and for a time with Steffes 
Pp ircl i! cludes: land and builé 
Other two Steffes’ properties are 
‘ha yrofitable sure-seate! World 
a ++ and moveover run house, which 
ee =) seats. and the 1,600-seat Al 
vir devoted to burlesque 
Nesotiations now are under way fo! 
the sale of both ; 
Bijou is one of the city’s oldest 
theatres and in the pre-movie days | 
played pop-priced road attractions, | 
and later housed dramatic stock. 


The late Theodore Hayes, who oper- 
ated it originally, sold the property 
to Steffes 





Loew's Seeks New Pitt House 
Pittsburgh 


W final dissolution of Loew-WB 
noal nere expected soon, Loew's | 
hee eecKin another house besk 
the Pe to use for moveovers and 
minor proauct It’s had no success 
so far. Circuit offered George Jaffe 
who recently acquired the Casino 
outright profit of $150,000 for the 
burlev theatre, but he turned it 
down Understood Loew's also has 
been trying to get the Barry, oper- 
ated by William Skirball with no 
success 

Joe Vogel has been here several 


times trying to land another spot, but 
he may have to build or close a deal 
with one of existing circuits 


Houston House 
Houston 
The Don-Gordon theatre opened 
here by Mr. and Mrs. Ernest H. For- 


New 


sythe. .House is named after the 
couple’s two sons 
Roy Devinney bought the 


theatre at Hawkins, Tex., from Theo 
Miller. Roy Devinney, Jr., recently 
out of Navy, will manage 

Jack Cantrell, former assistant | 
manager of Orpheum at Waco, 
named manager of 25th Street the- | 




















atre there; succeeds Dave Yates, | 
ré tly promoted to city managei 
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MIAMI BEACH 
OCEAN FRONT © 40th to 4ist Sts. 
Reservations Invited - Walter Jacobs 
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PUBLICITY FOR 
PICTURES, 
RADIO STARS 


AN 


TELEVISION 


JOE LEE 


158-18 Riverside Dr. 
New York °« WA, 7-3451 
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CUBAN HACIENDA OF 20,000 ACRES, 
SIERRA DEL ROSARIO REGION, OWNED 
BY THREE RESIDENT AMERICAN FAM- 
am. HAS AVAILABLE TO A LIMITED 
: ween AND TYPE OF PERSONS CER- 
— ACREAGE FOR HOUSES AND 
. -_ RANCHES. LOW COST BUILD- 
» LABOR, TAXES AND SERVANTS. 
pd MINUTES BY PLANE FROM MIAMI 
> ad or DRIVE FROM HAVANA. 
oo FACILITIES ON COASTAL SEC- 
N. pen INVITED FROM PER- 
Y Fur 
ARRERENCES AND semanee ‘mee. 
one BOX 721, VARIETY, 154 WEST 
H STREET, NEW YORK 19. 











Hawk | Leonard 


| directors 


| treasurer; 


| Ariz. 


, her, 


of Interstate Theatres at Vernon. 
Yates replaced Jimmie Allard, 
named manager of Willshire at Dal- 
las. 

Rowden J. Cordell made manager 
of the Palace, Monogram and Gem 
theatres at Childress, Tex. 

Tom P. White, owner and opera- 


tor of Burnt_x theatre at Burnet 
lex for 15 year purchased the 
building housing the theatre 

The Frost theatre at Frost. Tex.. 


sold by Mr. and Mrs. Charley Barke1 
to Mr. and "rs. I. H. Sawyers of 


Dallas 
C. A. Richter, head of Lone Sta 
Theatres, acquired the Aztec, Juarez 
and Citrus theatres at Edinburg 
Tex., from Dr. L. J. Montague 
Lester Dollison bought the Roxy 
theatre at San Angelo, Tex., from 


W. V. Adwell. 
Texas theatre at Longview to W. M 
Morrow. 


Cullen ..osts Loew Mgrs. 


St. Louis 


Mike Cullen was host to managers | 


of Loew houses in Louisville, Indi- 
anapolis, Kansas City, Terre Haute 
and St. Louis here last week at the 
annual Xma part 

The Globe, Savannah, Mo., operat 
ed by J. B. *resley, replaced by a 
new house. 

The Capitol, Benton, Ill, of Fox- 
Midwest circuit, will be face-lifted. 

Garden theatre, Peoria, Ill. re- 
cently damaged by fire, will be re-« 
built 

Roy Muehlsmann, manager of St 
Louis Amus. Granada, upped to 
manager of Fanchon & Marco's 
Missouri theatre, succeeding Harry 


Crawtord who died recently 


W. K. Jenkins Reelected 
William K. Jenkins has been re- 
elected prez and general manager o: 
Georgia Theatre Co., Paramount 
affiliate, at a stockholders’ meeting 
which named Jenkins, along” with 
H. Goldenson, M. F. Gow- 
and Mrs. Arthur Lucas as 
Meeting also chose Fred- 
erick G. Storey as veepee and ass’t 
general manager: Gowthorpe = as 
and M. A. Barre as sec- 


thorpe 


retary. 

Jenkins, following the 
ers’ huddle, chose John H 
legal adviser: E. E 
tions manager 


tres; H P 


stockhold- 
Stembler, 
Whitaker, opera- 
for out-of-town thea- 
Rhodes, booking and buy- 


1g manager; Harvey Smith, pub- 
licity director; Harry J. Glenn, su- 
pervisor of maintenance; and E. B. 


Whitam, purchasing agent, 
Jenkins gave an enthusiastic 


during "46. Six new houses had been 
opened during the year, he said, and 
extensive repairs and improvements 
had been made throughout opera- 
tions. He welcomed Storey, who 
served in the Navy as It. commander 
in Pacific theatre operations, and 
Stembler, who had been a It. colonel 
n the air corps 
Lou Johnson Reelected 

Biennial election of the Film Ex- 
change Employees Union, Local 
B-51, IATSE, returned president and 
business agent Lou Johnson, head 
shipper at the Metro exchange, to 
his 10th consecutive year in office. 

Others elected include Max Gold- 
stein, of 20th-Fox, v.p.; Gerard Lee, 


He recently sold his | 


re- | 
port of progress by the theatre chain | 


La.’s High Amus. Tax 


New Orleans, Dec. 17. 

With strikes tying up production 
'and stopping wages, and the high 
take-home pay of war days backing 
dowa, Louisianians still seem to have 
| enough money for amusements. At 
| least that’s what figures released by 
Uncle Sam would indicate. 

A record number of people are still 
going to theatres, nightclubs and 
sports events. In the 1946 fiscal year, 
which extends from July 1, 1945, to 
June 30, 1946, tax returns on admis- 


sions show that the Government 
realized $162,935.07 more than it did 
i g the 1945 fiscal year, and that 
from July through October of this 
ear the; ame returns are running 
993,988 a month higher than they did 
for the 1946 fiscal year 


5 Variety Clubs | 
Pick '47 Slates, 
Install Officers 


Albany Dex 17 
attended the first 
annual motion picture ball of the 
Albany Variety Club at De Witt 
Clinton Hotel when the 1946-47 slate 
of officers was inducted. Neil Hell- 
man is chief barker. 

Barbara Hale, Bill Williams, Eddie 
Gargan and Dewey Robinson at- 
tended the affair. Miss Hale and 
Williams made personal appearances 


More than 300 


at the Grand theatre in connection 
with the preem here of “San Quen- 
tin, 
Cincy’s Installation 
Cincinnati, Dec. 17. 
Gen. Bill McCraw, executive di: 


rector of the Variety Clubs of 
America, flew up from Texas for the 
installation dinner of Tent No. 3 at 
its Netherland Plaza hotel quarters. 
New officers are Irving Sochin, chief 
barker: Ben Cohen and Jack Frisch 
assistant chief barkers: Bill Onie, 
dough guy, ard Saul Greenberg, 
pronerty mastet 

Lev Bugie, retiring chief barker, 
was gifted Tent’s canvasmen are 
Allan Moritz. Maurice White, F. Wes 
Huss, Jr.. Harry J. “Pop” Wessel, 
James J. Grady, Arthur Frudenfeld, 
Ralph Kinsler, Noah Schechter and 
Earl Green. 


Balte Names Schanberger 
Baltimore, Dec. 17. 


| 19 here. 
was named chief barker. with 


| Chauncey and 
Spaulding 
Back, 
Jake 


Wolf secretary 
Albert, treasurer Leon 
Stanley Baker, Sam Taber, 
Embrey, Al Vogelstein and 


William Mevers were elected to the 
board. 

Daniel Heads Pitt Variety 

| Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 


Cliff Daniel, manager of WCAE, 
has been elected Chief Barker of the 


Metro. recording secretary; Harold “ . r r - . 
Marenstein, Metro, financial secre- Variety Club, seat Ne. 4 wei e _ 
tary: August Kubart, Metro. ser- | 1947. He'll succeed Moe Silver, zone 


geant-at-arms. Officers were elected | 


for a term of two years, beginning 
Jan. 1, 1947 


Ray Moon Heads N. Y. Pixers 

N. Y. Film Board of Trade, at its 
annual election last week elected 
Rav Moon. of 20th-Fox, as president 
Other officers named were Ralph 
Pielow, Loew’s, first v.p.; Jack Ellis, 
United Artists, 2d v.p.; David A. 
Levy. U, treasurer: Robert J. Fan- 
non, secretary. Officers will be in- 
stalled in January at the home of 
Attorney Louis Nizer. 


NW Circuit Hits Poor Product 

Minneapolis. 
Alleged deterioration of product 
from a year ago was deplored by 
managers of the 10 Bennie Berge! 
circuit theatres at their semi-annual 
convention here. In a resolution to 
be sent to the companies, the mana- 
gers called upon Hollywood for more 
aend better pictures It states that 
because of the growing product 


| Shortage and lower film quality, in- 
creasing 


dependence upon reissues 
has become necessary and that ad- 
verse boxoffice repercussions are 
feared if the public is fed too large 
a dose of oldies. 
Warren Quits Central States 
Des Moines 
Harry Warren, for 32 years in the 
theatre business in the midwest, ts 
resigning as general manager ol 
Central States Theatre Corp. in Jan- 
uary to make his home in Tucson. 
Move has been made because 
of health of members of his family. 
Myron Blank, assistant secretary of 
Central States, will take over War- 
ren’s duties, assisted by L. J. Wege- 
former manager oi Burlington, 
la., district for company. 


manager for Warner Bros. 

Other officers include Sam Fine- 
berg, first assistant; Bert Stearn, 
second assistant: Ben Steerman, 
treasurer, and George Eby. 
tary 


SeCreé- 


Pitt Banquet in Nov., ‘47 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 
Resumption of annual Variety Club 
banquet here in February for first 
time since war has been postponed 
until November, 1947. It used to be 
held in the past during November. 


| Set for Feb. 7. officers decided to 
hold it later when it was pointed 
out that many exhibitors were away 
at that time of winter and_ that 
it would come too close to MPTOA 


convention here late in January 
Michaels Buff. Barker 
Buffalo, Dec, 17 


Variety Club of Buffalo, Tent 


No. 7. elected Dewey Michaels 
owner of the Palace. Mercury and 
Keith Theatres. as chiet barker foi 
1947. 

William D. Dipson, was named 
first assistant barker: George H 


Harry 
and W. E. J 


MacKenna, second 
L. Bkerson. 


Martin, secretars 


assistant: 


treasurel 


Mex City Variety Starts Jan. 16 


Dallas,- Dec. 17 
Bob O'Donnell national chief 
barker of the Variety Clubs of 


| America, announces that the Variety 
| Club of Mexico will be officially in- 
| stalled in Mexico City next Jan. 16, 
with all Variety Club members all 
sover the U. S. invited to attend. 


New officers were elected by Tent | 
Fred C. Schanberger, Jr., | 
Fred | 
Schmupf and Mark Silver, assistants. | 





Washington, Dec. 17. 
The film Industry will be asked to 
make ‘good its promises to facilitate 
the clearance of copyrights on pic- 
tures produced during the war by 


the Army, Paul Cherrington, of the} 


Surplus Property Sub-Committee of 
Senate Military Affairs Com- 


mittee, said last wee 


the 


Cherringto spoke betore a week 


CHICAGO JURORS BLAST 
FILM DRINKING SCENES 


Chicago, Dec. 17 
| Chi federal grand jury blasted the 


| picture industry last week in an un- 


precedented action for 
drinking scenes in films 

Jurors, most all of them parents, 
wrote Eric. A. Johnston, 
|} Picture Assn. prexy, that 
directly lead to 
linquency, indicating that 


excess ol 


drinking 
scenes 
teen-agers 


copy theme of flicks which  s}! 


Biame Pix fer Crime 
Harrisburg, Pa., Dec. 17 

With two juveniles blaming pix 

they had seen recently, films with a 

gangster background, as contributing 

to their crimes, the Most 


Rev. 


George Leo Leech, bishop of the Har- | 


risburg Diocese of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church, and the Evening News 
nave out for what the latter 
calls ‘an immediate need for cleanup 
of motion picture 


come 


TEXAS HOUSE GUTTED 


Van. Texas. Dec. 17. 

Yan theatre, operated by J. H. 
Stagner, was destroyed here by fire 
which broke out in the projection 
| booth. The operator, who was 
islightly burned, left the door to the 
booth open when the fire broke out. 

Audience filed out promptly with- 
out any mishaps. 


Second Texas Booth Fire 
Cedar Hill. Tex.,. Dec. 17. 
The Cedar, operated here by W. A. 


Motion | 


juvenile de- 


U.S. to Hold Hollywood to Promise 
On Easing Army-Film Copyrights 


; meeting of Government film workers 
'on the hundreds of useful wartime 
films which have a 
' particularly as training subjects in 
which 


have been tied up in red tape. Cher- 


civilian use— 


educational institutions but 


rington charged that the clearance 
have been stymied largely beca 
ome irmMmy personnel want { ee 
hese films permanently burie - 
eving that is the only way to re- 
pay the industry for it wartime 
efforts. He said the army has com- 
pletely overlooked the ational de- 
fense aspects of having the pictures 
released. 

Cherrington suggested that indus- 
try people, many of whom have 
openly expressed the opinion that 
these films should be permanently 
buried, change their attitude. He 
urged them to bear in mind the 
long-term advantage of having such 
timulus for the entire visual duca- 

yn program. Finally, Cheri tor 

ested t} Congre should 


| make a survey of the entire Govern- 
|ment film program to be certain 
‘that a coordinated one is developed. 

One thing made clear at the meet- 
| ing was that printed reports of 5,000 
| important educational pictures being 
| held up are entirely erroneous. It 
was explained that the army made a 
total of about 5,000 films during the 


| wal These were studied by the 
U. S. Office of Education. which 
estimated that a top figure of 2,200 
| might have some educational value 
However, many of these are still 
marked “classified” or “restricted.” 
and so cannot be released for use 


by schools. 








Mr. Exhibitor: Investigate 
Filmack’s NEW Prevue Trail- 
er Service before signing any } 


trailer contracts. Write, wire 
or phone Filmack 1327 S. 
Wabash, Chicago 5, Hil. and 





Shaw, was forced to close for a : ' 
week following a fire which broke receive full details. 
out in the projection booth. Dam- | 


age was only slight. 
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Bette DAVIS, Paul HENREID 
Claude RAINS 
in WARNER BROS. HIT 


“DECEPTION”’ 


Directed by Irving Rapper 
Produced by Henry Blanke 


Broadway at = HOLLYWOOD 


5ist Street 








Sydney Greenstreet 
Peter Lorre * Joan Lorring 
In Warner Bros. New Hit 
“THE VERDICT” 


Person 


In 
VINCENT LOPEZ 
And His Orchestra 
Direct From Holly wood! 


JANIS PAIGE 


|| Broadway at 47th Street STRAND 











Robert TAYLOR 


and ROBERT MITCHUM 


in M-G-M's 


Undercurrent 








Now! 


MY DARLING Ma 


Beers Open 
9:30 AM. 
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Recke eller Center 


“TILL THE CLOUDS ROLL BY” 
JUDY GARLAND © VAN JOHNSON 


JUNE ALLYSON © ROBERT WALKER 
and MANY OTHER STARS 
in Technicolor - An M-G-M Picture 
GREAT CHRISTMAS STAGE SHOW 
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THE TWO BIGGEST Ni 
THIS YEAR’S CONCERT Bi 
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. 


MOINES. SHRINE AUDITOR 


SMASHED EVERY RECORD 
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NGHTS IN THE HISTORY OF | 


BUSINESS AT MILWAUKEE, 
| $15,619.80, AT DES 
RUM, (DEC. 11) $12135.52 
. THE HOUR OF CHARM 


' 


i 
} 





ae 








——E 








ANY. 


otked by Harry D. Squires 


























74 ae 


” a B 
ts "4 f ; 
B 
HM 
° Pei 
i H 
EEE 
, tH 
ih 
Higa 
‘ nie 
- lt ] 
f + 


; 

ats 4 
7 ; 
| Hid 


' 
| 






































38 RADIO 


Wednesday, December 18, 1946 





Blue Book Rap Bit 


Hearst Claims in Defense of WRAL 


+ 


Washington, Dec. 17. 
FCC’s much battered Blue Book 


was attacked on a new front here | 
last Friday (13) when counsel for 
William Randolph Hearst called 
the commissi . for a full invest 
gation of the <‘ithorship of the 
terlvy unfair and whol varra 
e slue B harge 
progra t 
prize ea hanne WBA 
Balt vie 

Po i yitra 
fa ymparison of WBAI 
promise i! 1925 wit actual pe 
formance ali 20 years late 
1944 Hearst’ petitior declare¢ 
“The facts require an investigatio: 
by FC¢ to determine the identity 
and motivation of the person or pe 
sons responsible for the chapte1 
the Blue Book which falsely co 
demns Hearst by the vicious device 
of pretended compariso The 
charges could not ha 
re It ’ iivertence 

v designe » damage He 

The b yas the latest in a s¢ € 
of legal writs filed by Littlepage & 
Littlepage. plus “Dempsey & Kop- 
lovitz in opposition to FCC's 


consolidation of a competing bid for 
WBAL’s facilities by newsmen Dre 

Pearson and Bob Allen into a Jan. 3 
hearing the license 


on renewal of 
WBAL, 

The petition lashed out at the 
Blue Book charges and wide pub- 
licity given them by FCC and 
Pearson and Allen in their campaigi 
to take over WBAL. “Without the 
Blue Book,” the petition = says, 
“there would have been no Pearson 


and Allen application” and WBAL 
would have e:sily regular 
license renewal. 


won its 


Hearst Demands 
Hearsi called on FCC fom 


an im- 
mediate oral argumeni to air the 
facts surrounding the “goou faith” 
of the Blue Book’s authors He 


also demanded: 

A grant without hearing of WBAL’ 

‘ense renewal application through 
May 1, 1948. The publisher argued 
that. in any event, Pearson and AIl- 
len could not possibly be on the air 
before that time. Therefore, a _ re- 
newal license to WBAL would not 
preclude their winning the station. 

Pending a d*tision on the petition, 
FCC should postpone the WBAL- 
Pearson and Allen hearing now 
skedded for Jan. 13. 

In the event Pearson and Allen 
do not withdraw their application 
after FCC corrects the Blue Book | 
charges against WBAL. the Com- 
mission should require them to file 
full program plans on their proposed 
operation. 

Hearst pointed out that the Blue 
Book quoted promises made by Con- 
solidated Gas & Electric in 1925 biit 
omitted to show tuat Consolidated 
had slipped far from these promises 
before it turned the station over to 
Hearst. On the basis of the 1944 
logs examined by FCC, Hearst said 
his station showed up no. 


(Continued on page 46) 


NBC Turns Over Day Night 
Spot Thursdays to Rayve 
Despite Flock of Peeves 


The question of who gets the 
Thursday 7:30 p. m, slot on NBC 
vacated by Dennis Day and Colgate 
has finally crystallized, with 
prexv Niles Trammell deciding 
was worth risking the wrath of a 
number of network clients in order 
to scll and develop an NBC “house- 
built” show. 

More than 
angling fo 


only 





it 


15 web 
the spot (even though 
it's station time), with some of them 


clients were 


beefing over a turndown. But 
Trammell and programming chief 
Clarence Menser turned it over to! 
William R. Warner, Ine., makers of 
tayve shampoo and hair tonic, be- 
cause they've purchased NBC's 
“Grand Marquee” show Program 
was last heard as a summer sus- 
tainer. 

Show goes in Dec. 26. but does 
not get sponsorship until Jan. 23 
Intervening weeks, net feels, will 


give the show a buildup while spon- | 
sor gets set for his commercial 
handling of the statza. | 

Show, originating in Chicago, has | 
Beryl Vaughan and Olan Soule in 
leads, with a 25-piece orchestra led | 
by Joseph Gallicchio. Deal was 
placed through Roche, Williams & | 
Cleary. 





web | 


terly Unfair, 





‘Wanna Buy a Show?’ 


WOR, New York flagship of 
Mutual, is using radio to sel! 
the only thing a broadcaster has 

sale—time 

Addressed directly to a 

wd agencie 1 serie 
1) ell 
nn seven i 
1:29:30 Spo ’ 
p Finat il Report 
spt ored capsule bankrolled by 
tI okerage firm of Mer 
Lynch, Pierce Fennet! 4 
Beane 

Dreamed up by WOR'’s direc- 
tor of promotion and advertis- 
ing, Joseph Creamer, who also 
writes the spots, the copy at 
times plugs specific shows like 
Tello-Test.’ “Scramby - Amby” 


oO! “The Nooners.” 


and at othe 
nply instit ‘ id) 


() spot info vyould-be time 
that WOR “1s heal 

16 cities of more than 100,000 

people each.” Another suggests 

nquiries to WOR’s “Answer 


Man” who will help the adver- 
tiser looking for “an economical, 
unusual way to promote a prod- 
uct 


| assists 





or service.” 








Rapped for Nixing Yule 
Concert Airing on WJKB 


Detroit, Dec. 17 


The Detroit Federation of Musi- 


_cians (local of the American Federa- 


tion of Musicians, AFL) has been 
rapped by James F. Hopkins, prexy 


and general manager of WJBK, for 
refusing Jast week (12) to let the 
station air the annual Christmas 


concert given by a massed orchestra 
of 675 high school students. 


Actually. the broadcast was can- 
elled on the order of the city’s 
board of education. But. according 


to Hopkins, the board toed the mark 
after insistence by Jack Ferentz, bus- 
rep of DFM. 

Ferentz issued an answer saying: 
“We have 1,100 veterans out of work 
now, and we are not going to ap- 
prove anything which might set a 
precedent and throw even more mu- 


Iness 


' sicians out on the street.” 


According to Hopkins, however, 
“the negligible damage sufiered by 
the union through occasional broad- 
casts of school music would be more 
than offset by the resultant bene- 
fits to a much larger segment of the 
public The interests of educa- 
tion transcend those ef any group.” 


BMI PREXY JOB MAY 
BE ICED FOR PORTER 


Washington, Dec. 17. 

Paul Porter may still wind up 
as president of Broadcast Music, Inc.., 
'if the economic commission to 
Greece, which he has been named 
to head, completes its assignment as 
scheduled by April, 1947, 

The former FCC Chairman was 
believed to be definitely interested 
in the BMI offer, but only if it could 
be accommodated along with his 
quasi ambassadorial assignment 
abroad. 

Since BMI has 
along for the past several years 
without a fulltime president, it is 
speculated the job may be held for 
Porter’s return. In that case. NAB 
president Justin Miller will continue 
to hold the BMI presidency without 
compensation. 





been struggling 





**My Favorite Story” 


Variety's annual symposium of the 
year's best laughs 
as recounted by 


Bud Abbott 
Jack Benny 
Victor Borge 
Eddie Cantor 
Jack Carson 
VARIETY $3 


41st Anniversary Number 











| rector 


Det. Musicians Local | 


| 








Kiddin® 


on the Keys 


NORMAN SORENSON | 


Featured organist on several KLZ | 


local shows. Norman Sorenson also 


at the piano and celeste in 
KLZ productions 


KLZ, DENVER. 


—— 


Little Flower 
Submerged In 
Plaster of Paris 


Fio1 ello 
Mavo1 


othe 








H. 
of New 
general 
telief and 
ministration 


LaGuardia, 
York and now di- | 
of United Nations | 
Rehabilitation Ad- | 


is not only losing that | 


former | 


job soon vut is going off his coast- 
to-coast air show at the end of the 
year. as per contract arrangement. 


LaGuardia’s Christmas present 
from the ABC network will be loss 


of his Wednesday night 8:15 spot. | 
His last network broadcast will be | 


(hristmas night. He's been getting 
$1,000 a week on a sustaining basis. 

LaGuardia’s place will be taken 
by a brand new crooner, a discovery 
of Maggie Fisher, who brought him | 
from South America and whom ABC 
programming veepee Adrian Samish 
hopes to build into something of a 
Bing and 


between 
Sablon 
Singer. 


cross Crosby 
Jean 
John Paris 
According Paris, who is 
British, Fiench and Spanish 
also, and has a unique style of his 
own, Paris went on this week (16) | 
being given the Monday and Tues- 
day evening spots, 8:15-8:30 p.m. 
After LaG. is off, he will have Wed- | 
| nesday night also. ABC is using a | 
| full orchestra with Paris, and be- | 
| lieves he will be bought by a spon- 
sor as soon he becomes known 
and has had the opportunity of 
building his own following. 
LaGuardia, who was sponsored on 
the network for six months by Lib- 
erty magazine, lost his bankroller 
when the mag disagreed with him 
, over casi sation of a manufacturer | 
|involved in labor troubles. Since) 
then, the former N. Y. mayor has | 
been on sustaining. Negotiations are | 
currently under way which may 
open up a new ABC time segment 
| for La Guardia’s talks. He still con- 


baritone, is 
to Samish, 


knows 


a 


as 


| tinues sponsored, however, on his 
| local half-hour show on WJZ, the! 


net's N. Y. flagship. 


P&G Mulls Mystery Strip 


On ABC for 4 Night Slots: 


Procter & Gamble, which bowed 
off Mutual's “Queen for a Day,” is 
considering a strip of four half-hour 
nighttime shows across the board 
| Tuesdays to Fridays. on the ABC 
network. making the time deal. if it 
jells, one of the costliest pacted this 
year. Talks have gone on for sev- 
eral weeks and may terminate in 
a contract soon. 

Soap firm’s 
understood, was 


idea, it’s 
five 


same 


original 
to take half- 
hours weekly, all at time, 
8:30 p. m., and use same type show 
for each, making the strip uniformly 
one of whodunits. 
Monday night 
net for P&G, 
lock Holmes 
, 8:30 Monday 
But the 


is now out on the 


is being moved to the 


rest of the week is open, 


‘DAVID HARUM’ TO CBS 
“David Harum,” morning serial 
now on NBC, is being shifted to CBS, 
| beginning Jan, 13. Program will oc- | 
|cupy the 10:45 a. m. time. which is! 
half of the time vacated by “Joe 
| Powers of Oakville.” NBC moves | 


vacated by “Harum.” Both shows | 
are sponsored by B. T. Babbitt. 
Agency is Duane Jones. 


however, since Sher- | 


slot beginning Jan. 13. | 


— 


All, All Are Going— 


On Oct 
Woods 


17, 1945, Variety front 
Committee on 


ficial reasons 


-paged the report that the Rankin- 
Un-American 
scalp of liberal radio commentators. 


Activities had started after the 
Since then, for a number of of- 


loss of sponsor, inability to find the right time slot, ete. 


a number of liberals have been bumped off the air or have had their 


time periods so curtailed that they’re just barely hanging on. Here's 
the fist: 

Orson Welles, Quentin Reynolds, Henry Morgenthau. Jr.. Frank 
Kingdon, John W. Vandercook, Robert St. John, Sam Balter, Hans 


Jacob, William S. Gailmor (who has one spot left, Sundays, on WHN, 


N. Y., for Stuhmer’s bread), Sidney Walton, Alvin Wilder, Averill 
Berman. To this list may be added Fiorello H. LaGuardia. forme: 
N. Y. mayor, who lost his ABC net sponsorship six months ago wl 


Liberty mag cancelled, and is now on the market after getting De 
25 cancellation notice from the net as a sustainer Also Dr. Gerhard 
Schacher, of Chicago, kicked off by the AFL station there, WCFL. fo: 


what the station manager called a “pro-Russian” attitude 





Complex Series of 


Moves Seen As 


Factors in Kingdon’s Clipped Wings 





Paul B. Mowrey 


(ABC's National Television Director) 


in a special article writes 
“Tele Offers Top 
Audience for Public 
Relations Pix’’ 


7 om * 
an editorial feature 
in the forthcoming 
41st Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 











PRF’s ‘Adventure Radio’ 
Tips FM’s Potentiality 
As a Vigorous Force 


Peoples Radio Foundation, one of 
the 18 entrants currently in the 
New York FM sweepstakes where 
only five art available this 
year, made its showmanship preem 
last Friday night (13). at the Hotel 
Barbizon-Plaza, . the first 


spots 


N. 


as 


| of a series of transmission-less “air” 
| programs 


entitled “Adventure 


Ra- 


| dio.” Purpose of the series is triple: 


To show what kind of radio pro- 
gramming PRF wili do when and if 
it-ever goes on the air; to train its 
personnel, from engireers and sound 
men to scripters, actors, directors, 
etc.; and to raise mon.cy wherewith 
to organize a campaign to convince 
the FCC that PRF deserves a li- 
cense, 

In the opinion of trade observers 
who were heavily sprinkled among 
the opening night audience, PRF 
showed it can produce vigorously 
fresh radio of an _  overly-serious 
type, and has already assembled a 
sizeable ensemble of talented people 
who work very well together. 


Three plays were produced for 
the teeoff, one of them being a 
legit-type one-actor, but the two} 


others being written, produced and 
cast specifically as radio presenta- 
tions. Latter were titled, “Heil Co- 
lumbia,” a documentary on the re- 
cent anti-Negro riots at Columbia, 
Tenn., scripted by David Timmons; 
and “Ballad of Herman Bottcher,” 
written by the director of PRF, Mil- 
ton Robertson. 

“Ballad” a nostalgic piece 
the life of an Army captain, killed 
in the Pacific after rising from the 
ranks. With Lillian Adams as nar- 
rator, and Jerry Reed as soloist in 


Is 


‘(Continued on page 48) 


WOKO REORGANIZING, 
HOPING TO STAY ON AIR 


Albany, Dec. 17. 
WOKO, which lost its Supreme 
Court appeal against the FCC's rul- 
ing to take it off the air 


for con- 
cealing a 24° stock ownership by 
Sam Pickard and the latter's wife, 


is reorganizing its financial struc- 
ture in the hopes it may be permit- 
ted to stay on the air after its pres- 
ent temporary license expires in 
February. 

WOKO loses its CBS affiliation 
Dec. 31, when that affiliation for 
this area is taken over by WTRY, 
Troy. At the same time, WABY, 
which was divorced from WOKO 
two years ago on orders of the FCC, 


|“Lora Lawton” into the spot being | begins occupancy of its own studios. 


The two stations have been sharing 
facilities, except for transmiiter, and 
have staffs double between them. 


on | 


+ As the end result 
moves, some 


ideological, 


of a series of 
economic and some 
commentator Frank 
Kingdon is out on his antenna right 


now, being reduced to one 15-minute 
gabfest per week 
In the summer of 1945, when 


Kingdon pinch-hit for Walter Win- 
chell for a month on the latter's 
coast-to-coast ABC network Sunday 
night period, Kingdon was probably 
the fastest-rising commentator on 
the national scene. He had a nightly 
10:30 spot on WMCA, sponsored by 
Crawford Clothes, which was one of 
the most popular shows of the type 





in the N. Y. area. WFIL, Philadel- 
phia, and WXYZ, Detroit, took him 


by transcription. WOR carried him 


Sunday mornings at 10:15 for Inko- 
graph. And there was little doubt 
that Kingdon was ‘way out in front 
lin the gabber sweepstakes. 

But Kingdon has more and more 


acquired the reputation of being a 
“fighting progressive,” that rep being 


enlarged in that direction when he 
became national chairman of Citi- 
zens Political Action Committee. 


A curious fact about his radio ca- 
reer was that, while he had gained 
popularity broadcasting over WMCA, 
which used him to begin with 
cause Kingdon and Nathan 
station's prexy, old 
Kingdon’s agent Wilbur 
who at the same time was a sales- 
man for WMCA. Last summer, 
Stark sold Crawford Clothes on the 
idea of putting Kingdon on WOR. 

For the gabber that meant not 
only going to a more powerful outlet 
in the N. Y. area, but also getting his 
foot into the door for a possible net- 
work spot over Mutual. Because of 
his advanced political opinions, it 
was felt he was a natural for Mutual, 
which might want to use him as left 
ballast for the gabbers of the right 
like Upton Close, Fulton Lewis, Jr., 
or Henry Taylor. 

Kingdon did 


be- 
Straus, 
friends, 
Stark, 


were 
Was 


a three-week warme- 
(Continued on page 49) 


Morgan Anti-Shavathon 
Crusade Bears Fruit As 
_ Commercial Goes Off Air 


| Henry Morgan, who's been con- 
ducting a not-so-private war on his 
| Eversharp - Schick, ABC network 
| Shavathon commercial, drew blood 
| last week when the sponsor cut 
| the Shavathon off three stations 
| —WJZ, New York; WFIL, Philade!- 
phia, and WELI, New Haven. 

While Biow agency execs, handling 
;the Eversharp-Schick account, con- 
| tended that the killing of the Shava- 
'thon in the three cities was only for 
substitution of local plugs for the 
bankroller’s new $10 razor, fact is 
that Morgan has been trying to 
; bump that plug almost since he 
| Started his network show. Biow 
|people said that local plugs will be 





extended as distribution is spread 
around the country for the new 
razor, 


Morgan, with his rep based on his 
ability to kid his own sponsor, has 
concentrated his bite-the-hand-that- 
feeds routine on the Shavathon right 
along. He has referred to it on the 
air as “Eversharp’s contribution to 
broadcasting of 1921,” has called it 
“radio’s longest commercial,” and in 
one show told his air audience: “One 
|of this country’s best announcers is 
| Ted Husing (who announces the 
|Shavathon). I like him. I wish the 
sponsor would give him something 
|better to do than announce the 
|Shavathon.” Another time he said: 
“The Shavathon is a thing the spon- 
sors claims is a good way to sell 
razors. Personally, I doubt it.” 

Now it looks as if some of Mor- 
gan’s barbs have found their way 
home. 
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Skelton, the Sponsor's Friend pk NTF 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 


The mean little kid dood it and he’s glad. Taking up the cudgels 


for his and other radio sponsors as 


he did on last week's (10) program, 


Red Skelton cut the plate with a wild pitch that had the industry agog. | 


nermission from Brown 


Receiving 
out for sponsors, 


& Williamson (Raleighs) to go all 


who ask but three minutes in 30 to sell their wares, 


he had his ex-wife and head writer, Edna Borzage, put his plea on 


(four script pages) and let 


aper 
P is generally heard. 


commercial 


The Seeds agency credits Skelton with the idea of “teasing” the new 
“993” moisterizing process and when the break came he took it upon 
himself to let the public in on it. Client liked the idea but wasn’t too 
happy about the way Red fluffed his way through it. That “903,” inci- | 
dentally, is merely the number of the government stamps that inspired 

Skelton, previously no friend of commercials, did | 
a complete turn-about in asking the listeners’ tolerance when the plugs | 


the teaser campaign. 


are read. 





go in the spot where the opening 





ae ae RR © emg 


—a 











ukase to their pro- 
ducers and stars, the gist of which 
is) “Get a move on.” As result, a 
lot of traveling is being done, and 
more is being contemplated by some 
of the top shows, especially those 
that originate on the Coast. 

That’s what accounts for the re- 
cent move to N. Y. by Edgar Bergen; 
the forthcoming tour, possibly in- 
cluding college towns, by Bob Hope, 
and the plans to visit New York by 
Hoagy Carmichael, Jimmy Durante 
and Victor Moore, the “Duffy’s Tav- 
ern” aggregation, and the “Gilder- 
sleeve” show 

With travel easier now, and the 
excuse no longer valid that it’s so 
tough to get reservations, sponsors 
feel that their valuable properties 
should be seen more by the custom- 
ers in various parts of the country. 
They point out that film studios have 
always insisted on a number of per- 
sonal apearances by their stars, in 
order to keep the personalities in 
closer touch with their public, and 
say the same holds true for radio 
names. 

Fred Allen's sponsors, it’s under- 
stood, would like him also to get out 
to the Coast for a change, mean- 
while stopping off in a number of 
other cities en route. But Allen has 
made it clear that it'll take more 
than a sponsor's plea to make him 
leave N. Y., and the subject was 
dropped. 


Detroit Patron’s 
ABC Symph Deal 


For the second time in as many 
weeks, ABC network has wrapped 
up @ symphony sponsor. On top of 
the John Hancock Insurance bank- 
rolling of the Boston Symphony 
Orchestra, the network yesterday 
(Tues. ) pacted a deal with Henry 
Reichhold, prexy of the Reichhold 
Chemical Co. of Detroit, for spon- 
sorship of the Detroit Symphony 
orch in the Sunday night 8 to 9 
slot. 

Same orch was on Mutual last 
season under Reichhold’s auspices 
the’s also prez of the symph so- 
ciety) as a strictly institutional plug 
for his chemical company, but the 
52-week deal with ABC, starting in 
mid-January, will have the commer- 
tials slanted to plug Musical Digest 
mag, of which Reichhold is also 
president. 

The Sunday night ABC period is 
an old symph stamping ground, with 
Ford Motor bankrolling the longhair 


music in that segment in previous 
years. 


Ray Spector Folds Agency 


Raymond Spector is folding his 


advertising agency after the first of 
the year, and hi 


tice last Friday (13). 

: Loss of the lucrative Serutan ac- 
Ount, which transferred to the 
Grant a 
ae to be a factor in Spector's 
ecision to fold. Court litigation 
Over the Serutan switchover is now 
m Process and is skedded for trial 
Soon, with Spector suing on conten- 


tion that Serut i 
an 
contract. breached _ its 


issued a quiet 








Get Along Little Dogie’ Theme 
Motivates New Sponsor Ukase 


Sponsors of top radio shows have» 


S staff was given no- | 


gency some time ago, is be- | 





**America Likes Its 


Commercials”’ 
by 


Carroll Carroll 


who reflects on a medium geared 
to the masses and answers the 
critics of national tastes 
in radio 
* * 7 . 





an editorial feature 
of the forthcoming 
41st Anniversary Number 
of 


ARI 


3-Way Spot Biz 
Runout Powder A: 
$7,000,000 Loss’ 


Heaviest withdrawal of spot busi- 
ness from radio in recent years, ag- 
gregating in excess of $2,000,000 in 
billings, has taken place over the 
past couple of weeks and has creat- 
ed a stir of uneasiness in spot biz 
circles somewhat comparable to last 
year’s frenzy over the mass exodus 
of network clients. 

Unusual angle in the case of each 
| checkout, involving Johnson & John- 
| son (Tek), Ipana and Sinclair Oil, is 
|that the sponsors relinquished 

on cream spot. time 


Y 

















franchises 
which they had built up in key mar- | 
kets around the country. 

Station reps debating the heavy 
withdrawals are of the opinion that 
the three-way fold may be indica- 
tive of a trend because of the under- 





lying feeling of economic uncer- 
tainty. 
The Sinclair “go ahead” on per- 


mitting its year-end contract to ex- 
pire is cued to a general retrench- 
ment policy, it’s reported. A_ sec- | 
ondary factor in Tek’s chain-break | 
bowout is said to be a change in ap- 
proach involving a de-emphasis on 
radio and partial switchover to other 
media. 


e 7 
Hires Switches to CBS 
The Hires “Sunday Evening 
Party” show currently heard in the 
6 p.m. Sunday slot on ABC is mov- 
ing over to Sunday afternoon, 2:30, 
on CBS. That's the segment relin- 
quished by Matchabelli. 
Switchover is skedded for Jan. 26 
N. W. Ayer is the agency. 


Les Joy Resigns KYW 
Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 

Leslie Joy has resigned as general 
| manager of KYW, effective Jan. 4. | 
He said his future plans would be | 
| announced after he takes a brief | 
vacation. No reason for the resigna- | 
| tion was given. 

| Joy, a veteran of 23 years in radio, 
has been general manazer of KYW 
| since 1936. A successor has not yet | 
| been selected, according to J. B. 
Conley, manager of Westinghouse 
Radio Stations, Ine. 





| panies 


|} Washington 


ithe natural 


stays on for another 17-week 
| (a new 13-week cycle plus the four 


al 
ND LUSH 


Washington 
phenomenon in Washing- 
circles is the mushroom 
of pint-sized platter 
who set up in business to 
produce transcriptions featuring top 
news and 








Dec. 17. 

Newest 
ton radio 
growth 


{ox 


Hollywood and New York may be 
habitats of the 


com- | 


personalities | 
sale to broadcasters throughout | 
| the country 


large | 


economy-sized platter concerns who | 
boilerplate comedy, music and Va- | 


riety shows for mass distribution, | 
but Washington is definitely becom- 
ing the headquarters for the small 


entrepreneur who wants to cut a| 
swath on wax with news and views | 
of Washington politicos. Most of 


these new-born miniature companies | 


are headed by ex- or presently-em- 
ployed Washington correspondents 
who have heard of the big money 
made in radio and hope to cash in. 

Although the number of news- 
packagers continues to mount, most 
of them are finding it a tough road 
to hoe. Ed Hart, vet among the pro- 
ducers, applies the Groucho Marx 
description: “It’s a field in which 
you rise from nothing to extreme 
poverty.” 

For one thing, 
aren't used to 
service” 
already 


broadcasters just 
paying for “public 
slots unless a has 
signed on the 


sponsor 
dotted 





line. | 


Though almost all of the packagers | 


got into the business believing they 
would have a ready market in 
hundreds of new AM and FM non- 
network stations coming on the air, 
fact is that the big net stations are 
the best bets as 
chasers. 

The newsmen say it costs a mini- 
mum of $5 a platter for this type of 


show and bulk of the indies aren't 
even willing to pay costs. They con- 
sider themselves lucky i’ more than 


10 stations carry their shows regu- 
larly. Stations below the Mason- 
Dixon line are hardest of all to 
crack, And some sponsors are wary 
of signing up for any 13-week pe- 





MBS Prexy pulls a man- 
hites-dog in his article 
captioned 


‘“Kobak Bites 


‘Variety’ ”’ 

om oa * 
an editorial 
of the forthcoming 


feature 


41st Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











Radio's Legit 


Blackjack A 
PA. Nightmare 


Legit pressagents are 
burn over the blackjack 
being used by radio personalities to 





doing a 
methods 


| worm their way onto the first and 


rend second-night cuffo ticket 


prospective pur- | 


lists for 
Broadway openings. The p.a.’s find 
themselves in the embarrassing posi- 
tion where they can’t brush off the 


| requests, for they know that the per- 


sonalities with access to the air lanes 
are in the position to slug their 


| shows—but good. 


| but 


riods because of the “controversial” | 


The 
the 


nature of some of the platters. 
better the newsman, of course, 


hotter his platters, which may make | 


everybody but the sponsor happy. 
Practically all the 
(Continued on page 48) 


Tgnorant Stays: 
Berle Vice Vallee 


. Out of a flock of production-pro- 
gramming huddles at Biow agency 
over the week-end has come the 
following lineup: 

“It Pays To Be Ignorant,’ the 
Philip Morris Friday night show on 
CBS, which was skedded for axing, 


| who 
viewing job on WJZ; Mary Margaret | 
McBride, Bill Leonard, Bessie Beatty, | 


; 


ride | 


remaining shows on the current! 
cycle). 
The new Milton Berle-Monica, 


Lewis 
gram, 


the 
show 


successor to 
night 


Rudy 


Valee Tuesday for 


|Philip Morris. However, Berle prob- 
ably won't move in until February, 


Vallee having a 26-week contract 


Negotiations are under way to 
yank out the Vallee stanza some 
time before expiration of the 26- 


week run. 

Axing of the Vallee program 
comes as no surprise, for NBC and 
the client were none too happy over 
it. 


CBS Plans Own Staffers 


As Brown ‘Books’ Sub 


“Of Men and Books” series on CBS 
may not hire a substitute personali- 
ty for John Mason Brown, who is 
bowing out. 

Alternate proposa) consid- 
eration would bring various mem- 
bers of the CBS organization to the 
microphone as guest book reviewers. 


under 


half-hour music-comedy pro- | 
which was under considera- | 
tion as replacement for “Ignorant,” 
| has been purchased, but it goes to 
|NBC as 


The “free list’ to radioites has 
been mounting steadily, reaching a 
new high this season. It includes 
the chatter emcees, those covering 
the New York beat for local stations, 
principally the long list of 
femme personalities with their 
own programs. Already weighed 
down with 75 pairs of opening night 
tickets and approximately 250 pairs 
for second-night oakleys, the p.a.’s 


| take the position that “it wouldn't be 


Washington | 





a bad idea if we had a few for the 
customers, too.” 

What particularly burns the press- 
agents is the “ultimatums” they say 
they’ve been getting from some of 


| the more prominent air personalities 


who refuse to be relegated to the 
second-night string, despite the fact 
that the plug payoffs for the privilege 
of crashing the opening night are 
said to be few and far between. 
The first night radio list now in- 
cludes, among others, Fannie Hurst, 
does a catch-as-catch-can re- 


Martha Deane and Maggi McNellis. 
Second-nighters include 
Hawley, Adrienne Ames, Margaret 
Arlen, Radie Harris, Alice Hughes, 
Paula Stone, Stella Unger, Shirley 
Eder, Shirley Wolff, Alan Prescott, 
among others. 

Some of the p.a.’s blew their lid 
last week when they got a request 
from a two-man team heading up a 
new chatter show on WOR. They 
wanted opening night tickets “but 
we got to have four, not two. After 
all, there are two of us.” 





Loop Loses Last Soaper 
As ‘Ma Perkins’ Chi-N.Y. 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 
Chicago loses its last remaining 
soap opera when “Ma Perkins,” 
aired from here for almost 13 years, 


moves to New York with its Jan. 13 
broadcast. Show came here original- 


ly after tryout on WLW, Cincin- 
nati. 

Action comes about with no ap- 
parent reason as sponsor Procter 


and Gamble doesn’t care where pro- 
gram emanates from. Dancer. Fitz- 
gerald & Sample agency has home- 
office here but radio department is 
in New York. 

Move take; last network 
away from CBS in Chicago. 


show 


pe CBS ‘Behind-the-Hope Ball’ Treatment 
Fl) On Corwin Nixes Web's Fine Words 


+ The widely-heralded Norman Cor- 


win series of CBS shows based on 
his recent Willkie “One World” 
global circuit, will be given the 
“Ovposite-Hope” treatment 

Which means that William §S, 
Paley and his programming chief- 


tains at CBS have decreed that Cor- 
win’s report to the nation on what 
he saw and heard on his several 
months’ tour around the world. will 
be slotted weekly in the 10-10:30 
Tuesday night segment when the 
Majority of the nation’s dialers are 
tuning in to Bob Hope. 

Corwin, who with Lee Bland, CBS 
engineer who accompanied him, 
| made 100 hours of recordings for au- 
thentic documentation of his series, is 





reportedly miffed at the web's de- 
cision. He’s had the “opposite- 
| Hope” treatment before, when he 
| did a whole season’s programming 
/and wound up, so far as audiences 
; were concerned, behind the Hope 
ball. In fact Corwin, along with 
many others, had nurtured a hope 


| that CBS would deem the series of 
| sufficient importance to spot them 
; not only in a choice time segment. 
but permit for a full 13-week series 
of hour-length productions. Under 
| the CBS ruling, the Corwin shows 
will be of half-hour’ duration. 
| They’re scheduled to get under way 
| immediately after the new year. _ 

Arthur Godfrey’s “Talent Scout” 
| show, also a sustainer, is currently 
filling the 10 o’clock period, but it 


will be moved ahead a half-hour and 
will henceforth fight it out with 
“Fibber McGee and Molly.” The 
| 9:30 slot becomes available because 


Cresta Blanca has decided to move 
into the Wednesday at 10 time on 
CBS, preferring the competition of 
Bing Crosby to Fibber. 

CBS’ decision to relegate the Cor- 
win series into the Tuesday at 10 
period has already occasioned con- 
siderable comment among _ those 
familiar with the web’s plans, par- 
‘icularly in view of Paley’s recent 
espousals and criticism of status quo 
practices in radio as they apply to 
minority listeners, It’s known, for 
example, that there’s been a move 
afoot at the web to slot vital docu- 
mentaries into cream-_time segments 
by yanking out commercial shows 
|in order to achieve a multi-million 
| audience potential. 
| If so, it’s argued, how does Paley 
| reconcile that thinking with the 
| Corwin vs. Hope setup? 

} 


Now If Haymes 
Were Only Twins 


For some time now American To- 





| bace » ale 
Adelaide | acco Co. has been throwing out 


| feelers to Dick Haymes to step into 


|the “Hit Parade” Saturday night 
| show as a permanent singer, but 
| Auto-Lite, which sponsors Haymes’ 
|}own half-hour show, has nixed the 
|idea. Ciggie outfit wasn’t averse to 
|Haymes continuing for Auto-Lite, 
with latter sponsor reportedly ex- 
| pressing willingness for the singer 
| to do a cycle of shots on “Parade” 
'but not on a regular basis. 

It’s still possible that Haymes may 
go in for a 13-week “Parade” cycle, 
perhaps next summer when he lays 
off for Auto-Lite for 13 weeks, but 
American Tobacco from all accounts 
prefers him as a regular. 

Meanwhile, Auto-Lite has 
Haymes to a_ two-year 
which runs into Oct., 1949. 


HASTINGS RINGS OFF 
ITS TWO WHODUNITS 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Crime hasn't paid off for Hastings 
(piston rings) so its two whodunits 
from Hollywood are being yanked. 
Victims are Bill Gargan’s ‘1 Deal 
in Crime” on ABC, and Mutual's 
“Michael Shayne.” 

Trade has wondered why an out- 
fit like Hastings needs two shows 
to sell its product. 


inked 
contract 
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e Fight on Teletint Just Begun 


With Both Sides 


Washington, Dec. 17 » 
FCC has all the necessary propa- 
ation data on ultra-high-frequency 


levision. but still needs convincing 


at the CBS brand of rainbow vides 





economicalls and technically 
ad on a nationwide basis and 
S ent flexible ) e Ca vt 
) | t ‘ ‘ 
I il i i 
among observers as FC¢ 
ed a week-long hea g on the 
( rni¢ co ot tur! Col ! maAS 
S { col broadcast t 
( e public 
Ci mission will resume e Si Dp 
some e after Jan. 6, wit test 





VIP’s Tele Junket 


| WBZ Buys 10-Acre Tract 
For Boston Tele Outlet 


Boston, Dec, 17. 


Pp e f Mi | = =With an FCC authorization for the 


first commercial television facility in 





Boston granted to WBZ, Westing- 
house NBC outlet, the station has 
sala aa i purchased a 10-acre tract of land 
’ ear the Harvard Stadium in Alls- 


ton, foul 


miles from downtown Hub, 
Site was bought from the Cowles- 





wm» Film Shortage 

















Washington, Dec. 17 | 
A healthy crowd of FCC’ers | a ain er 0 or 
journeyed to New York Cit 
Monday and Tuesday for more | 
efing on what's new in tele- a Washington, Dec. 17. | 
ision. The commissioners were . TE? : | Possible impact of a shortage of 
take : the DuMont came ito- ‘T ONY PASTOR color fi on development of a full- 
ries for eyewitness demonsira- Mien Jocks in 400 radio station scale color video system highlighted | 
tion of the “light beam” tech- spinning Tony's sensational tran- | 2 Part of the testimony at FC ( 
nique of relaying pictures, and scriptions of the score of Wak Dis- | hearings last week on CBS's bid 
to CBS for field tests and outside nev's Song of the Soeuth’—just |; to go commercial with Its “sequen- 
pickup demonstrations of CBS’ it set i Ahern de lenge poner ate tial” color systen ; i? 
color system. renee . grates Mamae tManetin teats C BS prexy F val kK Pi poet rs as 
Commissioner Clifford J. Dum ind Ralph Flanagan really hit the | 7° ioned b) R¢ A-NBC counsé on 
was the only member not pres- jackpot F the difficulties the net might en- | 
ent. Durr was addressing the LANG-WORTH, INC. NEW YORK | °°! tei i getting enough color 
Ilarvard Divinity students on ene _ dd films. Stanton replied CBS would 
some radio “tacts of life.” | produce mostly “live” shows and 
oo that the addition of color relieved 
Yule Hi h Mass | rather than intensified the work of 
mony from DuMont Labs which has entertainment programming. 
already announced its opposition to | «(Other CBS witnesses admitted 
CBS’ color process. CBS’ Pete: . more rehearsal time might be req- 
Goldmark, who introduced a batch To Be Televised uired for color broadcasts if the 
of surprise testimony here last week, 


will be recalled for cross-examina- | 
tion along with some RCA witnesses 

Observers were still dubious on 
CBS’ chance, though all in attend- 
ance at FCC’s hearings, including 
RCA-NBC men themselves, agreed 
that CBS had put on an unexpect- 
edly strong case in favor of its tele- 
vision plans. On the other hand, 
oldtimers recalled that only once in 
history has FCC bucked majority 
sentiment in the: industry and upset 
the “status quo.” That was when it 
moved FM upstairs in the spectrum 
and the commission hasn’t heard the” 
last of that move yet. 

The 11 to 3 vote of the Television 
Committee of the Radio Technical 
Planning Board in favor of holding 
off commercialization of color tele- | 
vision was felt to be an important, 
consideration in any FCC decision. | 
An RTPB subcommittee on ultra- 
high-frequency television also voted 
overwhelmingty in favor of delaying 
a decision on color. This vote found 
CBS and Westinghouse the only | 
voters for commercialization of the’ 
“sequential” system, and the Society 


(Continued on page 50) 





Now Shoe’s On Other | 


Foot; RCA Ys. Color 


Recalls Early Fight 


Washington. Dec. 17. 

Irony of FCC's television hearing 
last week was the striking parallel 
to early television history, when. 
RCA stood out against the rest of 
the industry in urging commercial- 
ization of black-and-white television 
standards. | 

At last week's hearing, RCA. and 
a majority of industry spokesmen, 
were accusing CBS of trying to 
jump the gun on color television. 
In 1939-41, it was RCA that vainly 
plugged for immediate okay of its 


particular brand of monochrome 
video, 
FCC Commissioner E. K. Jett 
pointed up the parallel neatly. He 


reminded one RCA witness that the 
company wanted black-and-white 
television okayed in 1939, but FCC 
had delayed it until July, 1941. 

Jett also suggested that FCC and’ 
industry had more information now 


on propagation in the ultra-highs, 
where CBS proposes to operate, 
than the commission had on the 


lower television frequencies in 1941. 

Another thrust at RCA came 
from assistant FCC general coun- 
sel Harry Plotkin. Plotkin reminded 
one RCA witness he had 6épposed 
moving FM upstairs to the 100mez 


region because “more propagation 
daia was needed there.” Plotkin 
Said apparently the 100mg area is 
okay for television since that is 
where RCA wants to freeze it. 
Propagation characteristics are the 
same for both video and FM broac- 


casting. 


; viewers 


|air is good indication, according to 


experience of films with Technicolor 





is repeated in video.) 
Hollywood, Dec. 17. An opposite view was taken by 
Televising of the high Christmas Car! Haverlin, president of Thomas- 
mass of the Roman Catholic church | color. Inc.. who foresaw a shortage 
will be attempted here by Televi- | o; dyed film for video and suggested 
slon Productions, Inc. use of Thomascolor, a system of 
Arrangements have been com- color photography, for application 
pleted by Klaus Landsberg, director | jy an all-electronic system of rain- 
of Teleprod, with pastorate of the | bow tele. Haverlin ‘said there is | 
Blessed Sacrament church for the} now only enough color film — to 
placing of cameras and crews in the | produce 50 out of 350 full-length 
ehurch on Xmas day. The event) features turned out a vear, although 
will be aired at noon over Tele- the public wants more and more 
prod’s station. | color pix 
| “Even if dyed film could be made 
plentiful,” he said, “there are two 


N.Y. Fire Coverage Offers 


added deterrents to its universal use 


eat a » |—its high cost and its restricted 
Proof Positive of Video S | application to entertainment films 
P 'only.” Haverlin added he knew of 

no case where dyed film could be 

Competish Vs. Newsreels used to get color tele pictures of 


Television departments of ABC,)| news events while they were occur- 
CBS and NBC pulled a clean scoop) ring. 
on the commercial] newsreels with on- | cage aes E-Media 
the-spot coverage of the disastrous BENSON VICE SMITH AT JWT 
Washington Heights tenement fire Hollywood. Dec. 17. 
last Thursday (12). ABC dittoed the; Leon Benson, of the radio depart- 
following Saturday (14) by showing) nent of the J. Walter Thompson 


the first pictures of the | asency, has assumed charge of tele- 
Pennsylvania Railroad train wreck 


— ji ; ; Vision, replacing Ted Smith, now 
in Mansfield, O., on Friday. on leave due to illness. 


Speed with which the tele stations 


; ' E Benson joined JWT late last sum- 
edited their film and got it on the ' 


;mer, coming over from Paramount 
| Pictures, where he handled radio 
‘and related matters. 


(Continued on page 50) 





Inside Stuff—Television 


Not to be accused of trying to influence FCC members in the color con- 
troversy by passing out Christmas presents, CBS handed the commission- 





ers something for them to give their kids—brightly illustrated little book- | 
_lets by Ludwig Bemelmans, titled “A Tale of Two Glimps.” 


Booklets, of 
course, contained CBS arguments in favor of its color system by having 
Bemelmans, in his inimitable style. compare the disappointed reactions of 
one “glimp” (two glimps make a glimpse) with a black-and-white receiver 
to the favorable reactions of one with a color receiver. 

Promotion stunt drew plenty of attention and kudos at the FCC hear- 
ings in Washington last week, where the books were passed out, as well as 
in the general trade. 

Reactions from the opposite faction in the controversy were equally 
favorable to the gimmick, but with reservations. of course. John F. Royal, 
NBC exec veepee over television, put it: “The color on the printed matter 
(the books) was much better than on any color television CBS has shown 
—and it must be remembered that it took many vears for the printing 
industry to develop that color perfection.” 

All N. Y. daily newspapers with the exception of PM and the two Hearst 
papers are now running daily tele schedules. Program lineup for the 
city’s three stations is carried in the Times. Herald Tribune, Sun, Post 


and World-Telegram, while the Daily News runs a highlight section in its | 


radio column. 

Insertion of the video program schedules was started by the World- 
Telly early last spring, but the paper subsequently abandoned the idea, 
coming in later when the other dailies had picked it up. Schedules are 
also carried by the Hudson Dispatch in Jersey City and the Newark (N.J.) 
Sunday News, both cities being within range of N. Y. video transmitters. 


Televisionaries on the Coast are incensed over what is regarded as 


extremely poor and confusing coverage given the color video hearings in | 


Washington, D. C., by the press. 
deliberate attempt on the part of the press. via omission and/or poor in- 
terpretation of the facts presented, to add to the public confusion. 
blame is put on the long-standing press vs radio feeling, the inference it 
is felt being that the coverage given is designed to coniound what is al- 
ready a puzzle due to the very nature of the matter, the wild statements 
oilen quoted, the intra-industry conflict, ete. 





oO ed WCOP, which moved its 
transmitter to Lexington some time | 
wo, With the FCC approval, WBZ | 
o drew authorization from CPA 
» proce \ the constructior of | 
he « which will house all the | 
WB st Ss Transmitter will re- 
na 1 Hull, howevet | 
Black and white video is expected 
{ rllowec by color when re- 
ce 1i¢ eCACIC|U 


ee — 


Hollywoodians believe there has been a | 


The | 


DuMont Shows Direct View Color 
Tube As CBS Pushes Own Tint View 
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FRANKIE CARLE 


atk in N Yor (*ity after a 
record-breaking road tous Frankie 
Carle is plaving to S.R.O. at the 
) Capitol Theatre Mollowing his 
latest Lang Worth transcription 
jdate (Feb {7 release), Broadway 
lis predicting that Frankie has an- 
} Other smash juke box hit 


LANG-WORTH, INC. NEW YORK 


o 








Television Reviews 











LET'S CELEBRATE 
With Mel Allen, 

Bros., guests 
Producer: Wes McKee 
Director: Ed Sobol 
| 25 Mins.; Sun, (15), 9 p.m, 
BORDEN’S 
WNBT-NBC, N. Y. 

(Young & Rubicam) 


emcee; Calgary 


If television viewers are going 
| to be subjected to the same type 


audience participation shows as are 


radio listeners—and from all pre- 
vious indications, they are—it’s to 
be hoped that the programs meas- 
ure up in qualitv to “Let's Cele- 
brate.” Young & Rubicam agency 
staged the show an a one-shot ex- 
perimental basis. Whether they'll 


continue it as a regular series hasn't 
vet been decided but, since it doesn't 


DuMont television, picking up the 
| RCA color video theory that much 
is yet to be done in the field before 
any commercial. standards can be 
disclosed its latest development 
a new, direct-view electronic color 


tube—at its Passaic, N. J., labs Mon- 
day (16). At the same time. Du- 
| Mont revealed a new  black-anc.- 
| white cathode ray tube that’s 30 to 
90 times as brilliant as the averave 


| motion picture screen, thereby indi- 
| cating that the field for development 
of low-frequency monochrome , 
| deo is still wide open 

Not to be outdone, CBS. 
leaders of the “color television now” 


faction, gathered the FCC 


howevel 


up mem- 
bers after they left Passaic to dem- 
| onstrate its latest color video de- 
; velopments at the CBS studios in 
|New York. Then CBS took the 
} commissioners to Tarrytown, N. Y., 
| to show them the first long-distance 
| color transmission Color pictures, 


using the CBS sequential standards, 
transmitted directly 
CBS labs to Tarrytown, a 


were irom the 


dis tance of 


25 miles, with the reception report- 
| edly highly successful. 

| Dr. Allen B. DuMont, prexy of 
DuMont Labs, declared the new 


color tube could be used with eithe: 
an all-electronic system or the CBS 


sequential system, but added _ that 
the light would be reduced two- 
thirds in brilliancy under the CBS 
method, DuMont system. differs 


from that recently demonstrated by 
RCA in that it utilizes a direct-view, 
rather than projection picture, and 
has three bases, instead of the three 
separate tubes used by RCA. 

Naming the tube a Trichromo- 
scope, Dr. DuMont declared: “We 
feel that the development of this 
tube will provide a much better 
color picture than can be obtained 
either by projection means or by the 
use of a color filter (CBS method), 
the reason for this being the much 
greater brilliance which can be ob- 
tained by this method as well as the 
better contrast range.” 

Pointing up the brilliance of the 
black-and-white tube, pictures re- 
ceived on it were contrasted side-by- 
side with those received on a stand- 
ard new video set. When a bank of 
flood-lights was turned on, the aver- 
age screen’s image faded, while the 
| new tube’s picture remained clear. 





seem to have n exorbitant budget,| CBS, in addition to its long-dis- 
that probably wouldn't be a_ bad | tance color transmission, also dem- 
idea. /Onstrated the new combination 

Show was undoubtedly the most black-and-white and trichromatic set 
elaborate of its kind ever staged | that receives either kind of picture 
for video. In order to take full! on the same screen, plus a_ table 
advantage of a large-size studio au- |model color receiver. In addition, 
dience, Y&R producer Wes McKee | pr peter Goldmark, director of the 
put it on in NBC's radio studio 8G, | 


the web's second largest. Since the 
studio wasn't equipped with a tele 
lighting system, this necessitated the 
use of Image Orthicon cameras. 
I.0.’s worked well in their first stu- 
dio assigament but faltered near the 
end, forcing viewers to tune up 
the brightness dials on their sets. 


Show's format resembled that of 
“County Fair.” Borden's radio pro- 
gram. With announcer Mel Allen 
handling the emcee chores, various 
and sundry members of the audience 


were induced to come up on the 
stage and let themselves in for the 
usual kind of inane parlor jokes. In 


a fitting climax, Allen brought in 
one blindfolded guy, introduced him 
to his date for the evening and 

(Continued on page 47) 





Chi Ad Agencies Prep 
_ Tele in Boff Symposium; 


Hooper Plugs for Sports 


Chicago, Dee. 17. 
Strongest effort to stimulate in- 
terest in television among local ad- 


vertising agencies came about last 
Wednesday (11) at symposium 
backed by Advertising Agencies 


Television Promotion Committee, in 
cooperation with Commonwealth Ed- 
ison Co. Meet was attended by more 
than 250 representatives of 78 agen- 
cies. 

Patterned after recent Ruthrauff & 
Ryan meet. symposium was by far 
the largest Chicago bid to bring 
| Video before ad agency execs. 
| After viewing WBKB (ABC) tele- 
cast of General Mills-sponsored 
wrestling matches, group was told 
by Richard Hooper, RCA television 
promotion manager, that ready 
made programs. such as sporting 
@évents, constitute today’s best tele- 
With major net- 
| works scrambling to bring competi- 
tion to Chicago's 








| vision programs. 


single video out- 


all out to deliver equipment which 


will bring about such competition. 


let. Hooper said that RCA is going | 


| web’s color video research, disclosed 
a new special tube which he claimed 
| offered a “simple solution for pro- 
ducing color pictures on a single- 
receiver tube under CBS’ sequential 
| standards.” 


Video Acad Wants 
State Charter 


| Hollywood, Dec 
| 





at; 

A charter will be requested of the 
State by the now forming Academy 
of Television Arts and Sciences. De- 
cision to form a non-profit organiza- 
tion was reached. at the second 
meeting of the sparking interested 
parties here, Dec. 11. 

The meeting also resulted in the 
naming of steering, membership, 
publicity and program committees, 
and the setting of the next meeting 
date for Jan. 7. Thereafter it’s hoped 
to meet once monthly. The ATAS 
will, at least for the time being, re- 
| main independent of others and will 
seek no affiliation with others, in- 
cluding the American Television So- 
ciety which, incidently, has asked 
its local rep hereto investigate and 
report on the ATAS. 

Attending the second meeting 
were reps of the motion picture in- 
dustry, 16 and 35m/’ers: educators, 
prospective video operators, et al. 





Lesueur Video Gabber 


Larry Lesueur, former CBS radio 
war correspondent and now tlie 
web’s United Nations reporter, has 
been named to replace Mild Boulton 
as commentator on the Gull News 
show over CBS television on Thurs- 
| day nights. Boulton has been forced 
to leave the show because 
heavy radio commitments. 

Lesueur 





of nis 


takes ovei tomorro. 
(Thursday). Show has just bee: 
pacted by Gulf for another 13 week 
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Workshop's 13-Wk. 
Musical Cycle 


The Columbia Workshop is not go- 
ing off the air. A rumor to this ef- 
fect gained momentum last week in 
connection with the cancellation of 
a number of sustaining program 
series at CBS. However, it’s planned 
to present a special series of music- 
with-lyrics programs starting around 
Feb. 1 and continuing for possibly a 
13-week cycle. 

Series is known as “Once Upon a 
Time” and is the work of two Cana- 





dians, Ray Darby and Morris Sur- | 


din, of Toronto, who were 
brought to the aitention of program 
‘ nm 


department higher-ups by Morti- 


first | 


mer Frankel, an associate script edi- | 


tor 

Meantime the 
author-director 
through January. 


Workshop on _ its 
regular 


pooked Series 


will go in for a couple of sentimen- | 


in the Program Writing Division. | 


rotation is} 


| 
| 


tal items during the yuletide season. | 


This Saturday (31) (its “The Day 
They Gave Babies Away,” which 
Margaret Lewerth adapted from a 


Cosmopolitan magazine piece by 
Dale Eunson Werner Michele will 
adurect, 

Following week Workshop will be 
“Rain. Rain Go Away” by a new- } 


comer, Walter Newman, and directed 


by W il lygam N. Robson. It’s de- 
scribed as the first script Newman, 
previously a Magazine writer, ever 


did for radio. “Rain” will be heard 


from Holly wood. 


WLIB Setting Hypoed 
Bally Campaign, Labor 


Threatens ACA Strike | 


Tving In with its prospective 
move of studios and offices from 
Brooklyn to Manhattan, WLIB, 
N.Y., owned by the New York 
Post, is about to launch a promo- 
tion and exploitation campaign 
which seems unusually large for 
an independent station. 

Meanwhile, however, the station 


was having labor trouble, the Ameri- 


gan Communications Assn, (CIO) 
having cancelled a strike vote at 
the last moment, last Saturday (14), 
giving the outlet two more weeks 
to finish negotiations for a contract. 
Union has organized the outlet from 
elevator boys to private secretaries. 

A staff of four people, at least 
two of them*high priced executives, 
has been assembled by Jackson 
Leighter, prexy of the station, for 
the ballyhoo campaign. Heading up 
the promotion and publicity is Fred 
Methot, for eight years in 
tion work with United Features 
Syndicate. Next comes Julius Bron- 
stein, former president of the Sare 
advertising agency, as art director 
and art production chief. Sam Elfert 
has been put in charge of exploita- 
tion and promotion of individual 
shows, and Judy Grollman is assist- 
ant to Methot. 

New York radio people observe 
that all of the new people signed up 
by Leighter are not from the radio 
ficld, 

WLIB. which has applied to FCC 
for upping its present 1,000-watt. 
daytime only operation to 5,000w 
nights and 10,000w daytime, is mov- 
ing about Jan. 15 to a reconverted 
church building at 207 East 30th 
Street, Manhattan. 

Programwise, the station has done 
little change recently, but plans are 
under way to alter the station's 
major format by developing a three- 
hour disk jockey program in line 
With those being featured by other 
major N, Y. indies. Jim Young, now 
in charge of the station's Hollywood 
column, will * > put in 
that session. 

Ruth Brummer. for the last couple 
of months in charge of the station's 
publicity, has resigned. 

The 


; union demands center prin- 
cipally around announcer salaries. 
Station, which has been running in 


the red for several years, has been 
baying the spielers on a par with 
other outlying indies, salaries start- 
NS at $45 a week, with no fee for 
Spot announcements, Union is asking 
® base of $65 a week plus commer- 
Clal “program fees and extra fol 
eenercial announcements, On the 
of tase $65, ACA is asking a rais« 
Z ae every three months, or $10 
enon intil $95 is reached in three 
mann, Station objection to the de- 
as he that WLIB operates solely 

a Gaytime basis, and the 
Working week for each 
iS ]§1 


average 

announcer 

erat hours, leaving him time for 
’ CommMitments. 


promo- | 











charge of | 
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Top 15 and the Opposition 


Charlie McCarthy hit the No. 1 jackpot in the new (Dec. 15) Hoop- 
eratings, with Fibber & Molly running second, though two points 
behind. Eleven shows in competition to the Top 15 managed to crash 
through with a 10 or better, including the five-minute Sunday night 
Parker Pen news segment opposite Allen, and the Wednesday and 





Thursday night Johns Manville news capsules in the 8:55-9 p.m. slots. 


A new formula for tying stars as 
| Well as writers to the network, by 








ABC Sets Formula for Star-Scripter 


Partners’ in New Housebuilt Shows 


working on, without being curtailed 
by an outside producer, 


Top 15 OPPOSITION naleie jerome — oe — etter kame te ee og hoop ~ 
Compet tion jen rt eee ee eee eee form “teams,” pat rod ts a ‘h 
Charlie McCarthy ef 11.7 Sam Spade ............... 18.3 | 8"@mming veepee Adrian Samish. case of a seripter oar star, Both 
Fibber & Molly —. 2 a 122 To put the formula into effect,| would be offéred part ownership of 
Fred Allen . 27.6 {10.4 Crime Doctor Samish is leaving for the Coast |the new show they would develop, 
; )} 10.5 Parker Pen News .,.....169 | early next month (6), after having with the network also holding a 

Jack Benny 27.4 16.5 already paved the way for contacts | P'®C¢- 
Bob Hope 26.5 owe Sue 11.0 nt ith some of the people he has in | ABC execs in N. Y. are sure that 
mind as “partners” in housebuilt | the venture would result in more 
Red Skelton 23.5 (No sponsored network competition ) shows. | profitable house-built shows for the 
Walter Winchell ........ 23.3 13.7 Man. Merry-Go-Round. . 23.9 Idea is to sign up writer-star| Web. They feel that, since Samish 
Lux Radio Theatre og 16.3 teams on the Coast to work with; became veepee in Oct. 1945, they 
Srrece Guild Pavers 29.3 110 the network on new comedy shows. | —e developed more ABC packazve 
Amos ‘n’ Andy . 2. 216 “1 A number of prominent film comics, | SOWS that have paid off than any- 
| se f says Samish, would be interested in | one else. They point to the fact that 
Phil Harris 21.0 14.5 Blondie 20.7 going into radio on a permanent ba- eight shows that are now paying off 
Mr. D. A. 19.1] 11.6 Dinah Shore 19.8 ‘is if they were sure that the ve- vse soeereree, Se Se nee eth, 
aa (13.7 Dr. Christian hicles to be provided to them would | These include “Policewoman,” spon- 
Gildersleeve 18.0 } 19.9 Johne-Masvilie News 19.0 be entirely suitable to their specific | Sored by Carter; Johnny Thompson 
Suspense 17.0 14.8 Aldrich Fanily é . 1 2 srr nae ” ig? - a | ark Sma iene i ig ng 
: oi. scripters who would like to be able | Crime,” Hastings piston rings; Hen- 
Burns & Allen 16.8 \| 14.8 FBI In Peace and War to spread their wings and call the |ry Morgan show, Eversharp-Schick; 

} 12.2 Johns-Manville News 21.8 shots on whatever show they're! (Continued on page 48) 








om 


Pa home 


? Having trouble 


our 
Coors Graves 





over WCOP daily, my to 7:25 


He’s an outstan 

ticulturist, 
ra on he home garden. 
o dial. 










talent for 
& and a0 audience 
t— that’s 







A nose for new 


England’ 
one of Te daily at 


a ar 


“THE OLD SALT”, Ralph Ba 


teners at 7:40 AM and 6:30 


radio dial. 





» 


\\\' 
\) 


A. 


) 


y 


mation for yo"VEWSs, broad 
GARDE nday through 


your > ig) es 














of Gloucester, is famed for his ac- 
curacy in forecasting the weather. 
He broadcasts complete 5-minute 
weather summaries to WCOP lis- 


daily Monday through Saturday, 
and a special week-end forecast on 
Saturdays at *2:40 PM. 1150 0n your 
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1,400,000 people in Greater Boston are 


continually reminded of WCOP 


rker 


PM 
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A Cowles Station 


local programs through newspaper 
“reader ads” like these, plus window 
displays, announcements, magazine 
ads, outdoor boards ond car cords. 
With new power and vigorous 
merchandising, backed up by all-out 
listener promotion, WCOP is Boston's 


outstanding buy in radio advertising. 
Now 5,000 watts 


Rates and availabilities from any Katz office 





Exclusive Americon Broodcasting Company Outlet in Boston 
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e Press vote CBS 


T“ verdict is now in from more than 600 newspaper radio 
editors who were asked in Motion Picture Daily’s eleventh 
annual poll to name the leaders in 23 separate classifications 


of radio programming and performance during 1946. 


i They awarded CBS first place in 10 classifications and second 


place in 8. They nominated Columbia for having: 





> | The Best News Broadcast . . . . . THE ATOM BOMB TEST AT BIKINI 
| The Best Symphonic Orchestra . THE NEW YORK PHILHARMONIC-SYMPHONY 
The Best Dramatic Program. . . . . 2... LUX RADIO THEATRE 
The Best Children’s Program... ......-. LET'S PRETEND 
ok ee ee eee INFORMATION PLEASE 
The Best Female Vocalist (Classical) . . . . . . - PATRICE MUNSEL 
The Best Female Vocalist (Popular) . . . . . . we DINAH SHORE 
The Best Film Player on the Air . . . 2. 2. | LIONEL BARRYMORE 
The Best Comedienne. . . . © «© © » ew we we + JOAN DAVIS 





The Best Network Publicity Service . . . . CBS PRESS INFORMATION 


Radio, in our judgment, owes much to the informed and plain- 





spoken opinion of these radio news editors. They know their 


business. Their number is on the increase as more and more 





Sanaa cg te 
—— ~ 


Tak A Ria sa RNR ORR ANS IE TE AID ART 


progressive publishers, with the growing conviction that 
readers and listeners are the same, are adding columns of 


radio criticism to their papers. 
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To these editors and their publishers we offer our thanks and 





congratulations for their judgments. To the CBS performers, 
producers and sponsors who share in these honors, go our 


further appreciation and acclaim for the job they have done. 


THE COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
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“IS RADIO SERVING THE PUBLIC 


INTEREST?” 

(Town Meeting of the Air) 

With Mark Woods. Sydney Kaye, 
Frederic Wakeman, Clifford J. 
Durr; George V. Denny, Moderator 

60 Mins.; 8:30-9:30 p.m., Thurs, (12) 

Sustaining 

WIZ-ABC, N. Y. 


Radio was fairiv well ‘although 
not completely satisfyingly) served 
by last Thursday’ Town Meeting of 
the Air’ program, en some 1n 
telligent discussio! in criticism 
came out of the impressive line ip 
George Denny set to discuss a! n- 
portant theme | [ R S 
he Public I 

ABC presider i \ 

S y Kaye 

B , Mu 

_ the pu te t FC( 
te nissioner Clifford D i X- 
3 exe novelist Fre eric Hu 

st Wakema tt . me *% 

p nted the sti 

The trouble w 
that the speakers : ke 
cross purposes or on different tan- 
gents They read their set speecne 
first—and each followe his own 
trail. The speeches were the most 
interesting part of the program, be- 
ca > they contained the meat of the 
debate. The rebuttals that llowed 
were yt too strong hile ub 
sequent question; from r floor 
al tnel inswel ‘! Lor arp 
Or ex ti! 

Wakeman's talk wa ) tl rac 

ne and Du 
istic Wakeman, ho spoke first, 
had perhaps the be speec! In 
trenchant talk, straight from the 
shoulder, Wakeman accused broad- 
casters of running out on their re- 
sponsibilities, of turning over com- 
mercial programming to e adver- 
tisers, the sponsors. “The responsi- 
bility for commercial programs,” he 
said, “is in the wrong hands. You 
network executives have nothing to 
do with most shows: the sponsors 


have it solely.” 
Admitting that Amer 


ican 
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was healthy and democratic, else he 
couldn't have been there, Wakeman 
still felt that there was too much 
huckstering in radio, that the sales- 
men had grabbed the world by the 
ears Sponsors had to be taken out 
of the entertainment business, where 
they didn't he 
nto the advertising 
radadlo pe ople ” he sala 
tl © ht 


People, 
I 


belong said, and put 


back business 


“You 


take radio DacK rt 


“should 
icksters 
from the adverts not 
ales, should be yo first interest.” 


While believing in n entertam- 


> \ orld,” 
and i “kK of oul 


sOoOmet 


eC said, 
getting 


Durt s neec! 


ile enterprise that I 
asters a tees 
] ring 
ionging 


othe1 


e trus I property 
to the U. S. And since 

had tl © pDowe 
Inds and challenge 
are 
ld’ 


De 
no 
to 
emo- 
no less 


radio 


meaium 
reach n 
tions while tne stakes 
than the pe 
fell fal s! 
public interest 
bilities didn’t equal 


‘ R id 0 


ice OF the wol 
dav of 


beca 


iort t serving tne 


ise it 


ts po 


Ss Tesponsl- 
tentialities 
has become 
advertising medium, wi 
gram ae by-product,’ 

‘There must be a 
putting a program oO! 

‘ 


the three minutes of 


Woods’ 


primarily 
th the 
Durr said 
reason for 
the air than 
commercial.” 


an 


pro- 


pettel 


talk, primarily, was a de- 


fense of advertisers. Their money 
had made possible the best talent in 
the world—the Allens, Bennys, Tos- 
caninis, Koussevitzkys, Winchells, 


Shirers. Twenty years ago, he said, 
when there were very few sponsors, 
programs notably lacked distinction. 
Sponsors not only paid for some pro- 


grams directly, he said, but indi- 
rectly paid for all of radio’s pro- 
grams and services ‘It is thanks 
to advertising revenue that radio 


does ‘pay its own way,” he said, “and 
that is a most respectable American 
tradition.’ 


~ 

BOUQUET FOR YOU 

With Patti Clayton, Billy Williams, 
Louise King, Billy Leach, Howard 

| Smith Orch,, Caesar Petrillo Orch; 

| amnouncers, Lee Vines, Franklyn 
MacCormack 

Writer: Jeanne L, Meyer 

Producer-Director: Jack Carney 

30 Mins.: Mon. through Fri., 5:50 p.m. 

Sustaining 


WCBS-CBS, N. Y. 

A virtually uninterrupted —half- 
hour of pleasant musical fare, “Bou 
quet for You” originates in both New 
York and Chicago, with the eastern 

tion enter airing Mondays, 
\ ind Fridays, while Chi 

Tuesda ind Thurs 
] ' ) CBS bid for late 
" en acro 
ine Showeca se, 
t tuslv heard 
Pp ) iired from Ne Yort 
th Patti Clayton, Billy William 
S O tra 
I \ 
it Tune 
iC Ke I 0 ive nougeh ft 
permit relaxed lst ing, but formed 
y nice mixture of pops and standard 
Only itl rabbing gimmick 
tha . were chosen from re- 
quest ccompanied by letters telling 
} they Dic ked Winn ng notes 
rat a bouquet of roses ana a men- 
tion 
Mi ( ’ played pipes to 
ood } I'll Be Seeing You 
lr Two" mor others 
vhile Williams acted the male foil 
“Fallin in Love Is Wonderful.” 
Band walke alone in “Mect Me To- 
night in Dreamland,” “Three Little 
Words” and a medley of “To Each 
His Own” and “Stardust.” Vines 
handles his sentimentalized an- 
nouncer-emcee Chores well 

In the Chicago segments Louise 

| King, Billy Leach and the Caesar 


| Petrillo Orch take over, with Frank- 
lyn MacCormack dishing out the 
syrup Tomm. 


additional worthwhile ideas from the 


CHILDREN AND PREJUDICE 

With Ethel Altensels, Ezra Stone, 
Dr. Lawrence Frank, Billy Brandt, 
Carl Van Doran; Keyes Terrin, 
announcer 

[30° Mins.; Elsie Dick 


30 Mins.; Sunday (15), lL p.m, 

Sustaining 

WNYC, N. Y. 
Responsibility 


of adults for im- 


| planting prejudices in children was | 


the dominating and _  oft-rasterated 


thesis of this panel discussion 


| gram which was originally aired over | 


the Mutual network and rebroadcast 
by WNYC A group of authorities 
from the sports world, theatre, teach- 





pro- | 





HITS AND MISSES 

With Harry Kramer 

Producer: Dick Swift 

Director: Gordon Graham 

30 Mins.; Mon. through Fri., 10 a.m, 
Sustaining 


| WCBS, N. Y. 


WCBS is making a strong bid for 


local interest with its home-built 
;"Hits and Misses” morning show 
which succeeds the network's “Joe 
Powers” stanza. When the network 
j}anncunced it was yanking “Powers.” 
WCBS grabbed the 10-10:30 a.m. slot 


ng profession and child psychology 
hammered the inderlying _—i point 
home from the! espective angles 
with energy and clarity. Program’s | 
drawback lay both in its failure to 
enerate any basic differences of 
imo he speakers and the 

\ ft | conclusions. 

Sports commentator Bill Brandt 

| ind the solution to the problem ot 
combating prejudices in children in 
holding up the world of sports as a 
model for them to follow But he 
neglected to mention the existence 
of a Jim Crow policy in organized 
baseball Ezra Stone stressed the 
responsibility of film and radio in 
molding young opinion, while Edith 
Altensfeld, a teacher, spoke of the | 
educator's rele. Dr. Lawrence Frank 
psychologist, saved an overall anal- 
ysis and returned to the basic point 
that children are the reatures of 
their elders Carl Van Doren, 1n 


} summation, struck a hopeful note in 
declaring that on his travels through- 


out the country he detected a grow- 
ing sense of guilt on the part of peo- 
ple towards the existence of racial 
prejudice. Herm, 


POOH OSOOO 6466646664446 64 


{Follow-up Comment: 


MAaaAAAAAAAAADAAMRAARARA 


outside. he said. 5 sida dramati« hag si Fan- 
“onde: 1e urst Whips up ts fine prose 
» ate urther that broadcast- 
ag ie pte ay . aaa | writing which makes the listener 
ers had spent great effort develop- /, 
oe advertising | Wonder how she can churn up that 
ing a code of morals and advertising : 
tandard “We have not completely capital phraseology between the 
standards >» nave - rye ' , 
—T re ” aid “but | final curtain and her WJZ (N. Y.) 
solved the problem,” he said, “bu 4 ; _ we , 
et im at ¢ etioine | Sunt Her Land's End comment 
everyone must agree that advertising 
F : ’ arnan | Spires this 
j has a legitimate place in Americal 
; } we 
adio and our economy.” : : : : 

" = ; : : B Georgie Price was excellent Sun- 
| All very good stuff, of course - day noon with that pitch for the 
| . . rm¢ © were P i a “ “ I 7 
| Wakeman wasn't a ad | Professional Children’s School as 
| vertisers instead of netwol : ru) Ben Grauer announced it and a 

ning the show; no one saw the OS-| Gayaleade of showfolk. like the fol- 


no one took 
peace of the 
one riddled 
Denny Quix- 


trich in Kaye's. thinking; 
up Durr’s gauge on “the 
world” stakes, and no 
| Woods’ complacency. 


Woods felt that broadcasters | ote, it seems, had mounted the “pub- 
shouldn't limit programming to| lic interest’ subject, and ridden off 
themselves. This would lese them in all directions Bron. 
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1946 Has Been a Great Year for........ 
w | 





E of WOV believe that in serving the public interest to 
the best of our abilities, we best serve our listeners and 
sponsors alike. Developing « broadcast pattern designed to 
entertain, educate and inform, has resulted im building and 
holding one of the most important audiences lietening to any 
New York independent station. At the close of 1946 we 


express our gratitude to the sponsors who have contriluted ’ NEW YORK 


eo much to make this public service possible. 


RALPH N. WEIL. Generél Maz 


BOHN ©. PEARSON CO. Nat'l 
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roger . : 
Rep 3 , 3 


lowing, pointed up the 32d anniver- 


sary of the PCS: Kenny Delmar, 
| Peter Donald, Mary Small, Russel 
| Crouse, among others. “Life With 


Father,’ Guthrie McClintic-Kathar- 


ine Cornell, Rodgers & Hammer- 
stein, Irving Berlin and Ruth Gor- | 
don (teeing off an Alexander | 


Woollcott fund) were spotlighted as | 


endowing special “rooms” at the 
PCS which makes possible necessary 
academic training for theatrical 
juveniles while they're also trying 
to click on Broadway. It was a 
pithy and punchy cavalcade 
Price, who was dominant, reprised 
his Gus Edwards alumni (Cantor, 
Winchell, Cuddles, et al.), plus the 
happenings on Broadway when Dea- 
coness Jane Hall and Mrs. Franklin 


some characters right out of Damon 


ered in WHN’s studios last 
day (15) to pay their last respects 
to the deceased writer. Most sincere 
and most understanding tributes to 
Runyon were, of course, paid by 
those on the program whose life and 
| work he chronicled in his classic 
| short stories. Speakers included 
; James J. Farley, who made some 
|} ceremonial comments, and Maurie 
Waxman, editor of the Ringside Re- 
porter; Joe Lynch, boxing promoter: 
| world Walker, also of the boxing 





world; Grantland Rice, “Professor” 
Billy McCarney, a strictly Runyon- 
esque creation; and Bill Corum. 
Latter, a close friend of Runyon, 


| delivered a warm human evaluation | 


as | 


Robinson first started the PCS in 
1914. 
| eee 

Some distinguished citizens, and! 


Runyon’s literary imagination, gath- | 
Sun- | 


to show what it could do on its own, 


Result is an interesting quiz show 
built along comparatively simple 
lines combining the bette: feat ee 
of several shows. Idea has emcee 
Harry Kramer quiz employees of 
various firms on subjects of general 
interest, but payoff comes on queries 
based o1 a phonograph — record 
QMuizees get a $20 start with qu 
livided into thre parts, Cont 
uurenders $5 on each sectior 
Jackpot session comes at end ol 
gram Listene! pet an h nm the 
gravy with $10 for sending nan of 
a record along with suggested ques- 
tions to ve asked 

The gimmick here which will get 
much local interest is the confining 
of quizecs to one particular fit 
Initial session had CBS employe 
one from the broadcast ticket service, 

fanother a captain of the CBS pare 
virls. and a third from the researcl 

‘partment. All, when quizzed ¢ 
rectly ive interesting sidelicht 
their Job ind Kramer does an okay 
job i this direction Jos 
of the man Topping all for ‘ay 
were the few words by HH \ 


Balogh, 
Square 
Operatic 


Madiso1 
boxing matches. 
Charles Albert Me- 


the golden verce of 
Garden 


singel 


Lain rendered “End of a Pertect 
Day Broadcast, which was heard 
in the “Hour of Champions” slot, 


omitted all commercials. 





























@ THE VOICES OF MARLIN BLADES 





JINGLES > 
x that don’t z 
- oe 
‘| JANGLE 2 
“| RADIO'S MOST COMPLETE, |= 
w»| EFFECTIVE JINGLE SERVICE |™ 
=< 
“| YOUR Jingle Sung - or - > 
rt] Written, Packaged, Produced: . 
«< 
“| "LANNY & GINGER’ Grey [2 
545-5th AVE., N.Y. G. - AT. 9-4021 | ® 











ADAM HATS, ETC., ETC. 

















FOR RENT ~ 


67th St. E., Near Park, magnificent 


studio, entire floor, 2 bedrooms, 2 
baths, suitable for business and 
residence. Mrs. Brown, Ressbach 


Assoc., Inc., Wi. 2-3553. 
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From the Production Centres 


SEFEEEESEEEESEFEEFEEEEFEEFEFEFFE FFF FFF H PE Oo oto | 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Al Durante. radio flack chief at J. Waiter Thompson agency father of 4 
boy yclept Jeffrey Leo Mishkin, former trade pub man for CBS, on 
CBS-BBC “Yours Sincerely” show last Sunday (17) Howard Barnes, 
who's doing a series of industrial pix as well as auditioning several pack- 

an Ruth Gilbert, of “The Iceman 
resuming her part in “Strange Romance of Evelyn Winters 

Perry Mason.’ Eddy- Duchin and Milena Millet 
employees at a Christi Dec. 23 CBS’ How 
raqaio 
Margaret Lewerth tossed a 
(14) With 
Hart taking f 


radio col 


ages Is next month 


Cometh” 


contin 


joining agency 
cast 
and ling in 


Kraft 
to St 


to entertair part) 


’ Meighar 


ID vefore Listerine people 


nas 


Louis to uphold “na on three-ma 
pre 
Power 
holiday from 


Herald-Trib 


lay wt e Gran 


iil party at her home Saturday »xit of “Joe 


, tnight 
Oakville” editor-producer James yrtnight 


is 
John Crosby imnist of on 
Ward 
Backstage 
Romance Evelyn 
Lawton’ cast Sue will have balladeer 
her WOR chatter program Jan. 4, Tonio Selwart 
ff “Temper The Wind” legiter guesting Dec. 28 
Xmas ABC Dec 
off For Henry 
show Jan Munsel in 
program Dec. 24 
Deal works for 


appearance at 


BS to visit Texas 
S 
Ed 


Andy 


added to “Our Ga 
Wife’ 
Winters’ 


meymoon Collenn int 


lerome new to 
R laras joins the peTOrNE 


“The 


piavets 


Strange of Donnelly ons Lora 


Read Susan Reed as guest on 
Vilma Kuretr 
Tom Scott do 
Everett Horton 
on Hilde- 


Whiteman 


with and 
Singe! 
Edward 


toul 


ing special 23 


time 


program on 


‘Springtime to be 


Patrice 


irom 


5 


taking 


guest 


varde shot on Paul 


, ant 
epuest 


Bret 


Loews & 


Morriso! ‘The Shadow. 


Emory 


personal 
of CBS’ “Rose- 
s Woman 
Bril el 0 

Bob 


in lead on tor a 
Car! 
WOR staffers have arti 
writes I {,iamoul For 


Rezn 


omedy-mystery 


into cast 
issue of Today 
Bert 
UP or! 
collaborating on a package, although Reznick 
N. Y. and Muse! is stationed now in London Vi Bradley (Mrs 
Happy Felton) has sold two songs to Dwight Wiman for use in his ‘Fourth 
Little Show” Ben is supposed to shakes 
amateur archaeologist, is planning to buy Army 
a fight to Guatemala and a look at some Mayan 
Among Xmas good will contribs are WOR’s annual party for kids at 
Bellevue Hospital, WHN’s boat ride aboard the U. S. S. Little Rock for 300 
orphans, and WNYC'’s arrangements for Antioch College students who're 
getting radio field training in New York ABC's asst. manager of pro- 
gram sales dept., John Hoagland, resigned to join Orr Associates as radio 
director Joe Franklin. WNEW disk jock, has quit to go to WMCA.... 


mary [wo 


Via rot P 
Juvenile 
M ise] 


n 


attersol 


ma 


Jury Scripter Sidney pondent 


new 


is 


Grauer, who be some as an 


an surplus Beechcraft for 


ruins 








WLS RESULTS 
DEPARTMENT. 


replies to one 
announcement 


One early mor 


ning 
spot offered a key- 


chain tag. 756 lis- 
teners wrote in 


WLS! 





jJetters dollar OF © 
ataining OPS, wLs get 
bytes 8 678 actua — 
Lo, 
results! 


GETS 
POSITIVE 
RESULTS 


IRIE 






PRA 

$0,000 WATTS ; 
890 KILOCYCLES 

AMERICAN AFFILIATE 


svemoGe © byTiEe 
Presdert 
GLtnn SvOme 
Morege 
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Keprasented by John Blair and Company. Affiliated in Manage- 
ment with KOY, Phoenix, and the ARIZONA NETWORK, 


| CBS musical commentator Ben Hyams sailing for Puerto Rico Friday (20) 

First “Hollywood Story” script, teeing off that show on ABC Dec. 30, 
written by Michael Morris... Kenyon & ‘Eckhardt radio flack chief Hal 
Davis doing children’s record column for PM....Name of Geyer, Cornell 
& Newell agency changed to Geyer, Newell & Ganger with upping to 
partnership of veepee Robert M. Ganger William L. Shirer 
renewed on CBS for 52 


same sponsor, J. B. Williams shave cream. ABC's “Glamour Manor” 
show, sponsored by Procter & Gamble for Ivory Snow and Crisco, will 
become the “Kenny Baker Show,” tying its title to Baker who's been 
emceeing the program right along Likely that show will also change 
format. making it a more intimate Baker package 

Clarenee Menser to Florida for several weeks’ vacation on his citrus 
orchard there Due back at his NBC desk shortly after the first of the 
yeal Ernest de la Ossa. NBC director of personnel, flew to Cristubal, 
Panama. Sunday (15) for the funeral of his grandmother, Mrs. Luisa K 
Healey 
IN HOLLYWOOD... 

Frank Gill is producing the Joan Davis show in the two-week absence of 
Dick Mack. whose wife passed away last week Recurrent heart ailment 
as foreed Bill Hampton off the writing assignment on “This Is Holly- 
VOO Other “pump” victim, Larry Berns, out of the hosp and recuping 
it home Frigidal Hollywood Star Time” gets a new musical direc 
tor. Johnny Green. vice Lionel Newman, a change to lighter fare in 
iramatic content and heavier duty for Herbert Marshall Joe Rines 
beaming in his aew grandfather role, his daughter, Mrs. Henry Weber, 
jelivering an eight-pound boy in New York Lurene Tuttle, one of the 
nost active AFRANS in town, making her film bow in “Heaven Only 
Knows.” Which inspires a play on the title, why she hasn't done picture 
work long before this Incidentally, her former mate, Mel Ruick, around 
for the holidays on leave from N. Y. radio Earl Ebi will be at the 
production controls of the Elgin Christmas show with the aid of John 
Christ Me! Blane tried out four new comedy characters on his show 


ast week which put a heavy drain on his versatility Town's wax champ 
s Jack Rourke, whose voice is heard or 14 spinners weekly Sam 
Fuller was so elated at finding living quarters that he ordered his fur 
niture flown out from New York He's still officing at Dave Green's swank 
Sunset Strip layout 

Milton Biow ordered a record cut of Dick Powell's “Thanks a Million 
with Vick Knight at the production controls. Format follows line of people 
who rose to success through the help of others Whenever an agency 
talks about taking a show east for a couple of weeks you just know the 
big idea is to swap a guest shot with Fred Allen Victor Borge and 


Benny Goodman have agreed to waive their solos on alternate weeks so 
that more comedy can be used on-the program That long spiel (four 
pages of script) by Red Skelton in defense of commercials was his own 
idea, put on paper by his ex, Edna Borzage. Agency also credits him with 
the teaser campaign on “903” Gal Ralston, night time radio head for 
| Procter & Gamble, bought a home here and moved his family from Cin- 
cinnati Sidney Skolsky has gotten over his mike fright, so he sez, and 
is angling for guest shots....Bob Garred signed by Studebaker for thrice 
weekly newscasts on CBS Pacific skein 
programs, “Information If You Please,” carried on most local stations. 
Details of every show on the air are given to those who call the number 

Gordon Jenkins composed another “Autolite Opera” 
which runs for eight and a half minutes. 


IN CHICAGO .. . 


| Harry Bingham, 13 years with Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample, resigns Jan. 1 
in favor of freelance writing Parks Johnson and Warren Hull air 
special show via CBS from Chi on New Years eve Cellist Ennio 
Bolognini, ABC staffer, is out one $1,200 ‘cello after hoodlums broke into 
| his car as he was in restaurant Raymond A. Limberg, NBC Central 
division field engineer, received Army Commendation Award for Meri- 
torious Service for signal work in Mediterranean theatre during war.... 
Life mag set to do a spread on Ruthrauff & Ryan commercials on WBKB 
Henry Lytton & Son sponsoring new hockey series Ann Rea Estes, 
ABC receptionist, turns chirper for week on “Breakfast Club” after wise- 
crack to Don McNeil brought on audition... Bill Phillips joins WGN 
production staff....Jack Ryan, NBC Central Division publicity topper, to 


for 


is new commander of Rock Island country squadron of National Air Force 
Association....Phyllis Gale, Chez Paree songstress, with own show on 
WGN for Shutter Candy....WBBM bringing mike into John Harrington’s 
home for special Xmas morn show... .“Breakfast Club” plays host to 400 
Orphans on Christmas morning....Fred Levings, formerly of Hollywood 
and New York radio, joins WBBM production staff. 

MBS Chi office hosted pre-Xmas party for Ed Kobak during his visit 
last week....Marion Horne, of “Harvey” cast here, guesting on WBBM 
“Melody Lane”’. 
now with Needham, Louis & Brorby agency as associate director of re- 
search. 


has been | 
weeks in his present Sunday 5:45 p.m. time, by the | 


Ruth Arnold’s service on radio | 


Dick Haymes | 


Davenport on biz....Chuck Harrison, news director at WHBF. Rock Island. | 


...Perham C. Hahl, former college prof and OPA staffer, | 


| 


Newspaper Bids 
Favored by FCC 


Washington, Dec. 17. 


In an unusual decision here last 
, week FCC newspaper 


over a non-newspaper bidder fo, 


preferred a 


a 
new station in North Carolina. Grant 
of the 850kc 


Josephus Daniels’ 


channel 
News 
of 


went > 
and Ob- 


server Publishing Co Raleigh in 
preference to the Capitol Broadca 
ing Co. which wanted 


comparable station 


FCC preferred thy 


to put up a 


in Greensboro 


newspaper be 


cause its proposal brought a n 
radio service to 50 more peop 
than would receive a new signal 
from the Greensboro outfit 


News and Observer publishes one 
of two dailies in Raleigh 
of the new station is Josephus Dan- 
editor, and a former Secretary 
of the Navy from 19: to 1921. Three 
will help him on the station, 
including Jonathan Daniels who 


President 
iels 


sons 


served as administrative assistant 
to the late President Roosevelt di 
ng World War II FCC's deci 
nere iS a proposed one only } | 
is subject to further appeal and 
argument 

Farlier last week FCC made final 
a proposal to give Orlando, Fla.’s, 
only fulltime publisher, Martin An- 
derson, a new station in preferen 


to Frederick .izer, a man with 23 


years experience in 1 *dio. 








“HIRES TO YA‘" 
FOR SECOND YEAR 
HIRES SUNDAY PARTY 
ABC, COAST-TO-COAST 





_ sa AL ARE INN NE RET 
RADIO WRITER-PRODUCER 


Imaginative Man for Creating and 
Peckhagiog Drama, Music, Records. 
Transcriptions. Desires Hook-up with 
Ad Agency, Indie Producer, Network. 
Radio Station, or Recording Firm. 
A-1 Experience. Box 116, Variety, 151 
W. 46th St., New York 19, N. Y¥. 





























| Blue Book 


Continued from page 33 








| better than most other network out- 
| lets but far and away superior to 






| the service delivered by Consoli- ay 

‘a a aie 
| dated up to 1937, when he bought ‘ lily 4 

| the gstation. goes WAM ey, 
1925 Vs. 1944 
Hearst also cracked down on | 
FCC’s method of comparing prom- 
ise and performance on WBAL. 


“Obviously,” he said, “no compari- 
son of the amount of local, live tal- 
ent on a network station in 1925 
with the amount of local, live talent | 
in 1944 has any meaning in a criti- | 
cal evaluation of the station’s serv- 
ice.” 

WBAL was the only station whose 
license was set for hearing on pro- | 
gram counts prior to release of the | 
Blue Book or before FCC had re- 
| quested program logs for a typical 
| week in 1945. 
| The petition said that WBAL was 
carrying 20% local, live shows eight 





| 


| months before publication of the 
Blue Book. Since that time it has 
filed several other reports on_ its 
programming, with the result that 


FCC was apparently satisfied on this | 
count and did not include program 
issues in its notice of hearing on 
WBAL’s renewal. 

Hearst claimed the FCC would | 
have given WBAL a new license 
without hearing had not Pearson | 
and Allen, prompted by the Blue! 
Book, filed their competing bid. 

FCC Commissioner E. K. Jett has | 
been leading the fight at FCC to 
give WBAL a clean bill of health 
and dispose of the Pearson-Allen bid | 
for Hearst's facilities. 


in-one market opportunity 


new business. 














LONG TIME PARTNERS— 


Lj 


Scores of long-term WJW advertisers have found 
Cleveland's Chief Station and Cleveland's responsive 
daytime audience a winning cembination! This twe- 


new advertisers, too, means plenty ef bucks in quick 


ABC Network wiW 5000 Watts 





PLENTY BUCKS 





means profitable sales fer 
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KUOM Leaps Into Breach 
In St. Paul School Strike 
Broadcasting Lessons 


Minneapolis, Dec. 17. 

st. Paul school teachers’ strike 
saw KUOM, Univ. of Minnesota sta- 
tion, jump into the breach to a 
tinue instructions to school ids. 
Station was all prepared in case 
schools failed to open Nov. 25, and 
¥ hen strike became an actuality, be- 
£ 
programs. 
do broadcasts. . 

KUOM drew upon experience of 
last summer during polio epidemic, 

hen. for six weeks, one-third of 
a schedule was devoted to 


Strike still continues, as 


station’s 
special children’s programs. 

“For school strike, 15 regular _pro- 
grams of Minnesota School of the 
Air were altered to be suitable for 
children at home as well as those 
in classrooms, and several special 
programs were added to the sched- 
ule. Series will be continued until 
c+ Paul strike terminates. Burton 
F. Paulu, station manager, directs. 





in broadcasting regular instruction | 





| Tele Reviews 





then removed the blindfold to show | 


him Elsie the Cow in person. After 
the audience had its laugh, of 
course, the guy was presented with 
an attractive young actress for a 
night at the Diamond Horseshoe, 
McKee also got in a plug for the 
new RCA video sets by presenting 
one to a paralysis-ridden Brooklyn 
boy via a two-way phone conversa- 
tion. This gave Allen a chance to 
introduce the Calgary Bros., vaude 
comic team, who went through their 
slow-motion boxing paces to the au- 
dible ooh’s and ah’s of the kid. Place 
of such a sequence on the show will 
undoubtedly be questioned by some 
viewers but it went off well. 
McKee could have perked up the 
show by giving viewers a chance to 
see the participants in their hike 
from the audience to the stage. As 
it was, the cameras cut from one 
scene to another with no apparent 
reason, NBC director Eddie Sobol 
handled his cameras saeracnees 
al. 


PROFESSIONAL HOCKEY 
With Win Elliott, announcer 
Director: Herbert Bayard Swope, Jr. 
90 Mins.; Sunday (15), 9 p.m. 
FORD MOTORS 
WCBS-TV-CBS, N. Y. 

(J. Walter Thompson) 

As the second phase of the CBS- 
Ford deal for television coverage of 
sports events from Madison Sq. 
Garden, N. Y., CBS is now televising 
weekly pro hockey games from the 
Garden arena. Besides offering fur- 
ther proof that sports events today 
still offer the best form of video en- 
tertainment, the hockey remotes 
also demonstrate, just as did basket- 
ball pickups, that the CBS crew has 
sports coverage down pat. 

*Director Herbert Bayard Swope, 
Jr, did a top job on the N. Y. 
Rangers-Montreal Canadiens game 
last Sunday (15) night. Using two 
Image Orthicon cameras, Swope 
brought viewers all the action of the 
ultra-fast ice game by having his 
cameramen put their lenses at the 
right speed to follow the puck but 
not fast enough to give viewers a 
squeamish stomach. An _ excellent 
bit of camera work was turned in at 
one point in the game, when Swope 
cut from the ice to the penalty box 
to show one of the Rangers return- 
ing to the game, and then reverted 
immediately back to the arena with- 
out missing a thing. For best re- 
sults, Swope concentrated on a me- 
dium shot for most of the action, 
using a closeup only in rare in- 
stances, 
+, dice job of narration was also 
urned in by Win Elliott, about the 
only radio-trained announcer who's 
re the switch to video success- 
n ly. Since hockey is so fast 
liott's play-by-play in this case re- 
sembled that of a radio announcer, 
bony the System is necessary in order 
oe viewers follow the action. 
P ord filmed commercials, turned 
ut by the motion picture depart- 
ment of the J. Walter Thompson 
ence showed improvement over 
ose recently used, being much 
























more interestj i 
slides. esting than the sat 
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To Get 
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FINE TRANSCRIBED 
LIVE PROGRAMS 


Tailored to Your Measure 


ROBERT EVANS 
PRODUCTIONS, INC. 


13 W. 57th Se. PL. 9-4545 
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Frank Morgan Airer 
Renewed by American 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 

Frank Morgan’s show continues to 
April with American Tobacco, thus 
nullifying rumors rife in the trade 
that he would be dropped at the 
eni of the current cycle. Change in 
writing was urged by the client and 
agency but Morgan is standing pat 
on Robert Riley Critcher. 

Although the rating on the show 
is a disappointment to American, 
the company would not terminate 
the pact several weeks ago when 
Morgan’s agent sought his release 
'so the actor could take another offer. 
| The 43-week deal has used up 17 in 
|'the summer replacement spot for 
Jack Benny, with runout of the 
ticket due next sprin: 








NEW DISK DICK 
Chicago, Dec. 17 
New transcribed detective series, 
starring screen star Kent Taylor, be- 
ing produced by Kuttner & Kutt- 
ner here for Crest Specialty Co., to 
promote Spiffy collar staydown. 
Tabbed “Steven Knight, Crimin- 
Ologist,” show is headed for 35 major 
| markets during coming year. 


WWYV.. Back tc CBS 
CBS has re-acquired the affilia- 
tion of WWVA, \/heeling, effective 
next June 15. Station was part 
of the CBS net until May 5, 1941, 
when it joined the old Blue web, 
and is now on ABC. 


Tolerance Program For 
Kids Introduces First 
Femme Jockey in Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 
With its underlying purpose the 
teaching of racial 





|a children’s program featuring re- 
corded music has been purchased by 
\the Philadelphia Daily News for 
| airing over WIP. 
| The show is entitled 
| Karnival,” and will be 
Saturdays at 11 a. m. 
Mrs Helen Lipkin, veteran radio 
commentator and herself the mother 
of a three-and-a-half year old son, 
David, has been signed as program 
hostess and autho The 


“Kiddie’s 
broadcast 


program, 
featuring music designed to appeal 
j}to youngsters, makes Mrs. Lipkin 
one of the first women disk jockeys 
lin Philadelphia radio. 


WGNA, Chi Trib’s Tele 
Outlet, in Spring Teeoff 
Chicago, Dec. 17. 

New WGN video outlet last week 
received FCC approval for new call 
letters, WGNA, formerly used on 
WGN mobile unit which takes on 
WGNM. 

Construction of transmitter facili- 
ties on 29th floor of Tribune Tower 
is proceeding up to schedule, accord- 
|}ing to Carl J. Meyers, director of 
engineering. Station expects to 
,come into Chicago video picture by 
next May or June 





tolerance and |! 
understanding of “the other fellow,” | 


Radioites Appeal Court Bar, Want 
Equal Treatment With Newspapermen 


Washington radio correspondents 
last week appealed to Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Fred Vinson and the 
American Bar Assn. to back them 
up in a fight to get equal treatment 
with newspaper reporters in .cover- 
age of courtroom trials 

The radiomen’s 


latest headache 


grew out of a ruling by Judge T 
Alan Goldsborough barring location 
of mikes anywhere in the District 
Court building during the sensation- 
chief John L 
Newspaper reporters were, 


al trial of miners 
Lewis. 
of course, automatically given a 
press room and private telephone 
lines to their offices. Network cor- 
respondents, some of whom had ma- 
neuvered lines into the District 
Court building, later found them- 
selves on the bad end of a ruling 
from @®ldsborough barring all 
broadcasts from the court building 

In a letter to Justice Vinson last 
week, Rex Goad, president of the 
Radio Correspondents Assn., detailed 
the need of radio men to have con- 
veniently placed microphones near- 
by, and asked that Mr. Vinson and 
or members of the Judicial Confer- 
ence of Senior Circuit Judges, of 
which he is president, and reps of 


the American Bar Assn. meet with 
the correspondents to hear their side 
of the story. 


Goad said radio men had no de- 
sire to invade the courtroom itself 
with mikes or to make a “Roman 
holiday out of solemn court proceed- 
ings.” That complaint, Goad said, 
“can be applied to sensationalizing, 
no matter what the media, and it 
arises from the character of the news 
coverage, not from any question of 
the thoroughness of its dissemina 
tion.’ 

It was speculated that, while each 
judge is boss of his own court, some 
policy statement might ease the sit- 
uation for radio men in later court 
cases. It was also believed that the 
four networks and local radio men 
would improve their position by of- 
fering to pool use of mikes and lines 
in stories like the John L. Lewis 
trial. The judge, it was pointed out, 
might have been more agreeable to 
the idea of mikes in the building if 
reps of the nets and indies had come 
to him in advance and suggested a 
cooperative handling of the 


ties 


facili- 





Toledo—Thomas Bretherton has 
been named general manager of 
WTOL, Toledo, succeeding Arch 


Shawd, who becomes sales manager. 
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Nov. 30 “Notorious Gentleman” 
Dec. 7 “The Stranger” 

Dec. 14 “So Goes My Love” 
Dec. 21 “White Tie and Tails” 
Dec. 28 “Along Came Jones” 
Jan. 4 “The Egg and |” 

Jon. 11) “Dark Mirror” 

Jan. 18 “Magnificent Doll” 
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Ever since Saturday November 30, and continuing fer 
eight consecutive weeks... Procter & Gamble’s radie 
show for Camay Soap, “This is Hollywood,” featuring Hedda 


Hopper...is dramatizing a Universal-international picture. 


a ablywo? 
1$ 15 


featuring HEDDA Hopper 


Every Saturday, 10:15 to 10:45 p.m.E.S.T., 


” 


over C.B.S. Network 
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ew Hooper Report Shows CBS Nite 
Average Equals NBC's After Long Lag 


CBS equalled NBC's average even-¢ 


ing Hooperatings for the first time 
in three years, during the months of 
August and September of this year. 
That is one of the disclosures which 














| ABC Sets 








i Continued from page 41 Soe 
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C. FE. Hooper is to make today (Wed- which ig sponsored 
nesday) at a meeting in New York bs 
‘re he will launch his new /]9 he Coast by Wildro " | 
“Comprehensive Hooperatings spo ) hok g the opt or all 
The “Comprehensive” report, in- g this show coas coast it 4 
cluded in a new 118-page report w ith Bride & Groon fi valf-hours a 
lots of tables and charts, will be zs el ie 
p ypiished nre times 4 Yeal and M *K, I ’ > Be > ’ . an 
“ ) i ted 8) iB VI ) oa 
ously iss 1 Hooperating Cha 
book” and “Sectional Hooperat 3s Ww payoff susebuilt 
Rater is putting out this new eee A ) 1 years the net 
ice as part of a plan to “plow back bares will be able to add at 
to his customers some of t ei ist fo more shows, building 
creased income resulting to the thom to sp ynsorship caliber between 
Hooper outfit from taking over of a a ad the vear and the begin : 
the former subscribers to Coopera- jing of the 1947 summer hiatus sea- 
tive Analysis of Broadcasting on. But to do so, it wants the script- 
According to Hooper, the new sec- and stars to work cooperatively 
tion contains. “unttorn TY poe yt ne rk. and < Ning ) 
’ } ce Ina M t an peop t} re of \ 
1 OY pro tO a , ) ate po I 
re ) ip 
Serials. according to the new re : a : : 
port, still occupied 59 of daytime ; ~ 
anid yred network time during 1946, UNGAR'S WPIK POST 
although that was a drop by com- _ Washington, Dec. 17 
parison with 1945 when the soape! Henry Z. l ngar, race and adver- 
took up 65.9% of that time. By pro- | Using man fon the pa t 25 years, has 
gram types, dramats led in _ total signed with WPIK, Alexandria, 
evening hours in 1946 with 41.1 as sales manager, 
against 35.4% in 1945; pop music had Ungar comes to WPIK from 5!% 
15.4% of the time, against 15.7 the years in radio sales at WKBN, 
year before: and radio variety shows Youngstown, O. and previously 
got 12.4% of evening time in 1946 headed sales at WSPD, Toledo, O 
by comparison wiih 16% the yea WPIK celebrated its first year an- 
before. niversary on the air last week. 
~_ 











Showmanship. 06 the fire 


prerequisite of successful p 


ublic contact— 


including broadcasting—is constantly evident 
in the skilled programming and exploitation 
of WWJ features. This combination of 
science and artistry has won outstanding 


audience loyalty 
e6 years . . . muainta 


for WW] during the past 
ining the leadership 


expected from the first radio station in the 
nation! A- pioneer always, WWJ will be on 


the air this wint 
its sister station, WWD 


er with television through 
i ¥ Obviously 


advertisers can anticipate—and are 


assured—impressive results f 


rom sales 


messages which capitalize on WW]'s 


penetration ol Ame 


rica’s gth market! 





NBC Basic Network 
Associote FM Station WENA 


950 KILOCYCLES 
/5000 WATTS 


AMERICA'S PIONEER BROADCASTING STATION —Firs? in Detroit 


Netional Representatives: 






GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 


THE 


3 sei: 











WEAW Set for Preem 
Chicago, Dec. 17. 


Politico Chats 


Continued from page 39 


| New station, 
first 








concerns handle their own distribu- 
tion as a matter of financial neces- | 15. 

sity. This is tough too, since most Situated in Evanston. north side 
of the hot issues handled on their) suburb, commercial outlet plans at 
transcriptions are extremely topical | least 52 hours on the air weekly at 


skedded to begin operation on Jan. 


WBEAW, FM setup, 
to be built in Chicago metro- 
politan area since outbreak of. war, 




















| radio 





WFIL Combines With 
Temple on Extensive 
Instruction Program 


Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 
Aimed at providing students with 
a complete background for work in 
broadcasting, Temple Univ, 


‘and stations WFIL and WFIL-FM 


and won't hold up for delayed use. | start. 
Experience of Edward Hart & As- ——EE —_ 

soc, is significant since Hart, who} 

started in the business in 1944, is Fr 

the vet among the platte traternity. | PR 

Hart now showcases two shows a - Continued from page 38 = 

kK live ind = = sponsored over eee 

ashington Post stations WINX) music composed by Elmer Bernstein, 

and WINX-FM He peddles the| George Bellak directed this piece 

same shows in disk form outside of | with simplicity that gave dignity to | 

W ashingtor The oldest is a 15-/| the content. The mixed cast of 12 
inute discussion show Is Con-| voices vas handled skillfully, 
‘ss Doing Its Job vhich features | punchtr ontent home without 
» names on me hot Hart |! histrionics 

recently premiered a 30-minute “Columbia” is a more ambitious, 


combination forum-panel-audience | more complicated piece of dramatic 


j titles 


have launched an extensive program, 
the 


including university's new de. 
partment of Radio, Speech and 
Dramatics, Classes will begin Feb. 
17, with a roster of 17 radio courses, 
1l courses in theatre, and six in 
peech training, 

The curriculum was outlined by 
Armand Hunter, chairman of the 
new department, following confer- 
ences with Dr. Robert L. Johnson, 
president of Temple, and Roger w 
Clipp, general manager of WFIilI, 
and WFIL-FM. Hunter formerly 
headed the radio institute and the 


department of radio at Northwestern 

Uni 
Graduates 

will 


of the 
receive a bachelor 
from the College of T.ib | 
Arts and Sciences Other Temple 
tudents will be oftered radfo-speech- 
Court 
announe 


four-veat 


ot cience de 


course 


subjects as electives 
from radio 
willing 


theatre se 
range 


radio 


ne 
and 


agement 


to station man- 


students 
preparing pro- 
on the Temple 


and following 
phases as traffic 


According to Hunter 
learn by doing,” 
grams for broadcast 
campus) at first, 
through with such 


will 


| sales, promotion, and m 


participation show It Seems to Us.” documentary As presented before 
For the first time, Hart has en-| g jive audience. it was effective 
gaged a second party, Public Rela- enough drama. But part of that ef- 
tions Assoc., Inc., tc handle distrib- | fect came from the massing of a 
ition of thi how. Rates on these | mixed cast of 18 male and female, 
platters range fi $10 to $50 Negro and white, participants. 
ipiece and for the 30-minute show Whether that eltTect would be 
mn $15 Oo $150 lepending on achieved a vell over the air, and 
er and yverage of the purchnas whether n fact that large a east 
e! Hart conside1 his contract lO) would be needed or even feasible in 
iir his shows live ove WINX a real! g radio studio under actual broad- 
1dvantage in getting big-name | cast conditions—tha’ was not sure. 
talent. The only time he really hits Fact is, however, that “Columbia” 
tl big money however is when was a much tougher documentary 
some organization likes a show and than usually presented on the air, 
buys up copies to distribute free to even on so-called “ideological” 
broadcasters shows. Timmons’ job as scripter was 
Public Service Transc.:ptions,” gone with faithful reportage. Jack 
Inc., is the latest entrant to the field. Crogan directed .he play with a 
This outfit is headed by Selden fine sense of integration, and 6ut- 
Menefee, former scripter of NBC's standing in the large cast were | 
University of the Air and Christian | Gordon Heath as narrator, Blanche 
Science Monitor. correspondent. Christopher, Evelio Grille, and Al- 
Menefee began ambitiously; now | pert Remais. Most of the cast were | 
waxes two shows a week under! pros either from the American Ne- 
ltitles “Issue of the Week” and gro Theatre or New York Player's 
|“Science and You.” They are sold) Guiig with few amateurs. _ 


individually, in a 13-week package, Weakest part of the show was the 
or cutrate for both series. running continuity which was. in- 


| Menefee also undertakes indi-| tended to be critical of commercial 
vidual assignments for subscribers.| radio as is, the point being that 
KXLA, Los Angeles; ’ XA, Seattle}; PRF would do away with all that 


| KSFO, San Francisco, and WQQW, | kind of stuff. Far from being a 


| ashington are among his sub-| criticism of t‘:e radie business, how- 
| scribers. All his disks are geared | ever, this part was only a caricature, 
| for sponsorship and much of his | and not a very gooc one, most of 
| publicity is angled to  sponsors’| the time taking on the nature of 
| pocketbooks. opera bouffe. The “network vee- 
| Newsmen Slim Suttle and Earle| pee” shown in this continuity was 
| Steele have also taken to wax with! so obviously a straw man set up 
|a 15-minute weekly stint called! for the purpose of being knocked 
“Liftin’ the Lid,” which has them| down that he was pathetic rather 

than the “menace” the originators 


intended him to be. 

There were other kinks and wrin- 
kles, but these were mainly the re- 
sult of first-nightism and growing 
pains. On the whole, however, PRF 
showed that °’s a real contender, at 
least from the viewpoint of show- 
manship, if it ever got the chance 
to broadcast. There is one modifica- 
tion, however. That's true of “heavy” 
drama and documentary material 
only. Whether PRF could do any 
of the lighter tyves of radio, which 
would be needed for program bal- 
ance—that’s still to be seen. 

The outfit has already scheduled 


some news-behind the news. angle. 
The duo authors a newspaper col- 
umn of the same name which is cir- 
culated in the deep South. They are 
trying to gear their radio shows, 
however, for wider distribution. 
“Liftin’ the Lid” goes over WPIK, 
Alexandria, Va. each Sunday in 
platter form. 
Minnesota Fare 

Another radio production unit 
with a different approach will debut 
in January, under the monicker 
“Representative Opinion.” Len Do- 
ran and L. A. Marsden, who market 


} 
| 
} 
| 
interviewing a Washington biggie on | 
| 








a similarly-named newspaper col-| © eu : ‘ ! 
umn among a dozen Minnesota sev eral repeats of its opening hight 
| weeklies, are the entrepreneurs. ee and a planning a series 

Their format calls for a 15-minute, | of other events, including produc- 

non-controversial platter giving in tion of plays by Norman Corwin, 


Arch Oboler and Millard Lampell, 


lively fashion the views of the en- 


tire Minnesota Congressional dele- | between now and spring. Cars. 
gation on a single important issue. A Aas ea a tara 

r San : - arner . 
Naturally, they are peddling the | a : — — po ag 
show to Minnesota stations only, y “en snnouncer with , 


but hope later on to do the same 
thing for the neighboring states of 


nouncing staff of KABC here. 


| 
} 





| 
| 
| 


general 








Oklahoma City, has joined the an- | 





This lad is really on the 
ball and it looks as if he 
is going to drive a long 
one. Weed men are al- 
ways “on the ball” and 
they hit all prospects 
hard and often. 


AND COMPA) 


RADIO STATION REPRESENTATIVES 
New York @ Boston © Chicage © Atlanta 
Detroit © San Francisce @ Hollywood 











Michigan and Wisconsin. So long as 





the Congressmen cooperate, the boys 
figure they'll make a go of the plat- | 
ter project. | 

A different type of production is 
turned out by Shannon Allen. for- 
mer radio chief at the Dept. of In- 
terior. He deals only with agencies 
and organizations, not with stations | 
directly. Allen is currently produc- | 
ing a platter series for the National | 
Education Assn. and the National | 
Committee on Atomic Energy. Un- 
like the other platter producers, his 
shows are usually implementing a 
campaign of one sort or another and | 
are not undertaken without cash on | 
' 


ent American artists. 


the line. 

Agricultural news is also served | 
up on radio disks here by the NCA 
News Syndicate. which publishes a 
farm news report and as a by-prod- 
uct of that service transcribes farm 
shows for rural stations. 


WTAL, Tallahassee, Fla. 
WKNB, New Britain, Conn. 
WBBB, Burlington, N. C. 
KVOX, Moorhead, Minn. 





L. A. LONGHAIRS ON MBS 


Mutual has signed the Los Angeles 

Symphonic Band for a_ half-hour 
show, Saturdays at 4 p.m., sustain- 
jing, beginning Jan. 4. 
' Conductors on the show will alter- 
inate and will include Dave Rose. 
‘Meredith Willson, Otto Klemperer, 
and Harry Zimmerman. 











"1996" 


“Cavalcade of Piano” 


Twenty-six transcribed episodes, each episode 
fifteen minutes continuous piano music, differ- 


Here are a few stations using this show. 


WFIN, Findlay, Ohio 
WDWF, Champaign, Ill. 
KRBM, Bozeman, Mont. 
KIUL, Garden City, Kans. 


THE W. E. LONG CO. Radio Division 
155 North Clark Street, Chicago 1, Illinois 


"1996" 
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~ Inside Stuf—Radio 


Two New York indies and a third radio outfit in the would-be stage are 


Haborating with the newspaper PM in helping raise funds for Sydenham | 
£0 


hospital, @ Manhattan institution, which is outstanding in its inter-racial 


work. 
its city 


PM is trying to help raise $300,000 for the hospital and has assigned | 
ditor, ‘Richard Yaffe, to devote three full weeks to this effort. | 


Helping the drive will be WNEW. WHN and the People’s Radio Founda- | 


tion. Latter is an organization trying to break into radio via the FM 


oo ambitious effort will be conducted on WNEW which will give up 


ntire 24 hours’ programming to the Fund raising job. Campaign will 
ren “oft at 12:01 a.m. Friday (20) on Art Ford's “Milkman’s Matinee” all- 
a show, and will continue throughout the full 24 hours. 
mWHN will give up its Morey Amsterdam and “Gloom Dodgers” shows 
on Christmas Day, running from 1 to 5 p.m., to plugging the hospital drive. 
PRF, having no transmitter, will do its stuff in the Radio City and Times 
Square areas through sound tracks, getting radio and siage people to appeal 
for funds 


WHK (Cleveland) early ayem show, “Georgia Cracker,” plus its opposite 
number on WGAR., “Mayor of the Morning,” got lots of local publicity 
as a result of a gag started by Cleveland Press radio ed Stan Anderson. 

A couple of weeks ago, Anderson took a mild crack at early morning 
shows in his column, declaring that no one listened anyway until 9 a.m. 
WHK flack chief Saul Glantz challenged Anderson, and the latter an- 
nounced he would like those who listen to “Cracker” to telephone him at 
home between 6:15 and 7 a.m. WGAR’s Bill Mayer then jumped on the 
bandwagon too. 

Result was that in one day Anderson was swamped with ‘phone calls, 
150 of them getting through to his home, and 721 more—by telephone com- 
pany count- failing to connect because of busy signals 

Glantz is cashing in on the publicity by following through with a con- 
test. aired over the “Cracker” stanza, on “Why I Listen To Early 
Radio Programs 


Morning 


Dorothy Thackrey, publisher of the New York Post and licensee of 
WLIB, N. Y., is by way of being a part time Broadway angel, it was 
learned in Washington yesterday (16). Mrs. Thackrey has $8,000 stock in 
the Playwrights Producing Co., a $5,000 bloc in the American Repertory 
Theatre and a $23,100 partnership interest in -ae GI play, “Call Me Mister.” 

Mrs. Thackrey’s theatre holdings were -evealed in a balance sheet pre- 
sented at an FCC hearing in which sne is seeking nighttime operation 
and added power on WLIB's present frequency. The WLIB application 
is opposed by Westinghouse Radio Stations, which wants a boost to 50 
kw for its o. and o. station WOWO, Ft. Wayne, Ind., on the same fre- 
quency. 


Writers’ Board radio committee sending out countrywide reprints of 
Variety's Nov. 6 editorial, entitled “Diagram for Danger,” with this com- 
ment: “The very term stereotype suggests another word, cliche. A writer's 
use of a cliche is an open confession of lack of imagination, or maybe just 
mental laziness. ‘ 
not only dangerous, but corny as hell.” 


The stereotype is the inescapable mark of the hack. It’s | 











VARIETY 
Kingdon 


| 
| 
Continued from page 38 jae | 


up period as a sustainer on WOR, 
from Aug. 12 to Sept. 1, and went 
sponsored by Crawford on the iatter 
date. His WOR time was 6-6:15 p.m. 
Meanwhile, he was going to continue 
his Crawford-sponsored show on 
WMCA at 10:30 p. m. nightly. 
Straus, however, didn’t want 
Kingdon to follow himself, feeling 
that WMCA would “get the crumbs” 
if it carried Kingdon on a late spot, 
more than four hours after the same 
man had spoken over WOR. Straus 
let Kingdon out. In the ensuing re- 
Stark quit. Crawford 
Clothes, which had billings amount- 
ing to $100,000 on WMCA, pulled all 
its radio work out of that station 
because it would not carry Kingdon 
Kingdon built his WOR spot from 
a 2.5 rating (by Pulse, of N. Y.) into 





criminations, 


a 3.9. But last week he was notified 
that he was through as of Dec. 20. 


Reason was that Crawford cancelled, 
after three months, on Nov. 29. 
Crawford didn't like the 6 p. m. spot 
for its top gabber, feeling that was 
too early an hour for a sponsor with 
an appeal to men, since Crawford is 
a men’s clothing outfit 

Unlike imilat rences in the 
past, in which the sponsor 
through the motions of being “sorry” 
for losing a radio property, the 
Crawford people, through Al Paul 
Lefton agency, are known to have 
made a real effort to place Kingdon 
elsewhere. They offered him to 
every one of the New York stations, 
including flagship networks. But 
nobody could find the right time 
spot for Kingdon. 

WOR, disregarding all criticisms 
from sources who boiled about King- 
don’s dismissal, put the matter on a 
straight dollar-and-cents basis, say- 
ing in effect “get us a sponsor, and 
| we'll be happy to carry him.” 
Straus said that WMCA would be 
| very happy to find a good time spot 


occu! 


goes 


Murrow Nixes DX As Prime Factor 
In International Good Will Radio 





for Kingdon, but only if he’s spon- 
sored. In other words, Straus is 
through paying out sustaining money 
for Kingdon. 

Meanwhile, Kingdon stays on his 
Sundav morning WOR time. on 
which Pulse of N. Y. gives him a rat- 
ing of 8 

Kingdon also got himself in wrong 
with radio people for a state- 
ment attributed to him by the N. Y 
Post. What happened was that King- 
don did make that statement, but it 
supposed to be off-the-record, 
and there was a slip which got the 
direct quote into print. As it got in, 
slightly cleaned Up, the quote read: 

“If heavy income is the only point 
of view that’s welcome on the air— 
because WOR puts this thing on a 
strictly commercial basis—then radio 
is a prostitute to be purchased by 
the highest bidder. This ties in with 
the firing of other liberal commenta- 
tors at other times. According to 
WOR’s own statement, there is no 
mood of public service left in radio.” 


some 


was 


+ Dependence 


| dium of 
{via radio was knocked down 


upon shortwave 
the principal me- 
international cooperation 
last 
week by Edward R. Murrow, CBS 
veepee director of public affairs. 
In fact, said Murrow, the spread of 


broadcasting as 


the “freedom of information” prin- 
ciple around the world is likely 
to decrease shortwave listening 


rather than hypo that method of 
radio reception. 

Murrow was one of a number of 
speakers a week ago (10) at sixth 
Nobel anni dinner at the Astor, 
I’. Y., others on the program being 


Norman Corwin, Hal Wallis, Pearl 


| Buck, etc 


WOR’s statement was to the effect | 


that George Carson Putnam is tak- 
ing over the 6 p. m. spot because, 
since no sponsor could be found for 


Kingdon, the station thinks “that 
Putnam, with straight news rather 
than comment, would be more sal- 
able.” 


Paul Gould’s New Job 

Paul Gould, for the last year mu- 
sic director for WMCA, N. Y., has 
resigned, effective January 1, to take 
over as executive veepee and sta- 
tion manager of WHNY, Hemp- 
stead, N. Y. 

Before coming to WMCA, Gould 
was vice-president ang studio man- 
ager for WLIB, N. Y. 


“The least amount of shortwave 
listening occurs today,’ said Mur- 
row, “in countries which have the 


greatest amount of freedom of ex- 
pression. .. . Where national activ- 
ity exists in ti » shortwave field, too 
much attenticn is given to the pro- 
duction of programs directed for 
selfish aims to economic and politi- 
cal targets.” 

The most effective way to project 
a country radiowise, said Murrow, 
is through correspondents for one 
country reporting over the rauio 
from other co intries. 

To accomplish such a_ purpose, 
Murrow suggested that the United 
| Nations Educational, Scientific and 
| Cultural Organization set up an In- 
| ternational Academy of Radio Art. 
Such an academy, he said, would 
gather, collate and disseminate pro- 
gram material about all nations to 
all nations, and would arrange tours 
of foreign countries for radio cor- 
| recpondents who would return home 
jand “report on their domestic net- 
works in their own method and 
| with their own program techniques.” 
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Fred Robbins Gets CBS 
Col. Record Shop Show 


Fred Robbins, WOV’'s (N. Y.) “1280 
Club” disk jockey, moves into the 
Columbia Record Shop Show on 
CBS starting Jan. 11, as successor 
to Martin Block. Latter recently 
switched to the Coast and although 
originally it was planned for Block 
to do the show via lines from his 
home studio, network execs re- 
portedly had a change of heart and 
lined up Robbins for the Saturday 
afternoon program. 

Robbins was pacted for the emcee 
show on the basis of a poll taken 
during a recent Robbins vs. Block 
“sneak preview” among a group of 
Philadelphia collegians, latter ex- 
pressing a preference for the Rob- 
bins palaver. 





New York—University of Michi- 
gan won .the annua! Sports Broad- 
casters Assn. award for the best fa- 
cilities for college football, at the 
organization's meeting at the Great 
Northern hotel, N. Y., Monday (16). 


— 














A TIP FOR 


CHRISTMAS 
LISTEN KIDDIES — — 


* Once upon 4 time there was a 
little actor — — 

and he bought a seat on the New 
York Stock Exchange — — 





and he became « broker — — but 
he kept on acting, too, because he 
loved it. 


T All the other little actors and 
actresses fancied that he had the 
magic key to wealth and if he 
would only give them e tip, they 
would all become rich. 

I He knew that his beloved show 
folk lost their hard-earned money 
too regularly and so, in answer to 
their entreaties, he gave them the 
magic formula. 

It was a motto to be used in ALL 
financial matters. He had it printed 
in Variety, a little story book his 
Playmates he knew loved to read. || 
It said — _ 


“WHEN EVERYONE IS TRYING TO 
SELL 


as THE TIME TO BUY 
aoe EVERYONE IS TRYING TO Jf 


THAT'S THE: TIME TO SELL." 


And he signed his name — — 


Georgie Price} 


















that WOR reaches 16 cities of more 
e« than 100,000 people each. 


*don’t know why; we've been that way for years. 


AMAZED! 


said one sponsor, when we told him the other day... 


that the WOR area contains 65,000 farms 
e — 284 of which are in New York City! 


that WOR delivers 32 trading areas with 
e 25,000 to 100,000 people each. 


that the 18,000,000 people in the WOR 
. territory have a spendable income of 
more than 26 billions! 


Mutual 
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. | FCC GRANT SPURS KSD 
Fancy-Pants Figures No FCC Help, A pny 


é ; | >| St. Louis, Dec. 17. 
ew pp cants 0 tay Imp e FCC has granted KSD, owned and 
operated by the St. Louis Post- 
Washington, Dec. 17. staff was unable to pare down the Dispatch (Pulitzer), an increase in 
Bidders for new radio stations had heavy backlog of such bids. About nighttime power from 1,000 to 5,000 
better steer clear of complicated 122 of these requests have been at) watts and the station will erect a 
engineering plans or give up all, FCC offices for approximately a, new transmitting plant and aerial 
hope of getting speedy FCC action) year, which the staff has not even) system as part of a $1,000,000 ex- 


on their requests. FCC admitted as begun to process. Simpler requests, , pansion program. KSD engineers 
much here last Friday (13) when it FCC said, have been disposed of in, estimate the power increase will 
put out a “hurry” call for help from from 60 to 90 days. give 180% better nightime reception 
industry engineers in processing a Commission said several industry The new transmitting aerial sys- 
batch of complicated applications, men had come up with suggestions | tem will consist of four 450-foot steel 
most of them requests to operate whereby they would take over some towers, one 01 which will be used 
stations nighttime on regional or of the commission’s work, at least for 5,000-watt daytime broadcasting 
clear channels. until such time as FCC staff gets its) All four towers will be used at 
Commission said its own limited head above water. night for directional broadcasting. 














*Star of 
Radio and 


Concert 








EMMA OTERO 


Soprano 


RADIO 


Featured Soloist With 
FORD EVENING HOUR 
PET MILK 
LIBBEY-OWENS-FORD 
CELANESE 
NBC SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 


“Emma Otero, soprano, ran from coloratura to 
contralto on her Sunday (25) broadcast on NBC 
with an orchestra under H. Leopold Spitalny. 
The South American singer exhibited voice and 
artistry seldom heard from even the top notch 
singers of the day... ‘The Shadow of the Past, 
a Russian folk song, sung in that language with 
all the plaintive emotion required and with ex- 
cellent diction . . . aria from ‘Der Fledermaus’ 
with brilliant runs and cadenzas, and impeccable 
accuracy as to pitch. Two Spanish numbers 
concluded the program marked by brilliant top 





"Emma Otero sang right into your 
heart. Her technical flights, even 





in the extreme upper register, con- “Emma Otero is in many respects 

tinue to maintain a full, round the best equipped soprano now 

quality.” before the American public.” 
PROVIDENCE, R. I. JOURNAL. CHICAGO TRIBUNE. 


HELD OVER Sth WEEK—ROXY, NEW YORK 


Under the Personal Management of 


BEN BODEC 


20 East 50th St.. New York Eldorado 5-1860 


tones." VARIETY. 
CONCERT 
"The audience loved her voice and “The Otero voice is bedutifully 
applauded her to the echo.” fresh, flexible and of remarkable 
BOSTON HERALD. range." 
N. Y. AMERICAN. j 

















| vice-president of the Cowles Broad- 


| 4:30 a.m., NBC succeeded in getting 





! 














|to only a mention on the credits. 


| tant of the city’s welfare depart- 


|rushed to N.Y. by  specially-char- 





Fight on Tele | 


Continued from page 40 joa 


of Motion Picture Engineers and | 
Crosley Radio Corp., the only voters | 
for the RCA-type “simultaneous” | 
system. Fourteen other committee | 
members, including RCA, wanted 
more study on other systems before 
an FCC decision is made, 
Meanwhile, these were the de-| 
velopments at last week's hearing: 
RCA veepee C. B. Jolliffe spear- | 
headed the industry drive against 
CBS color with charges that com- 
mercialization of this system “might 
deprive the public of all television 
now and for some time to come.” 


Jolliffe claimed higher costs, duller, 
less reliable pictures, wider channel 
widths and more difficulties in net- 


working for CBS’ type of color as 
contrasted to RCA's proposal for 
simultaneous television pictures. 
Jolliffe said it would be four years 
before the simultaneous color system 
would be ready for the public. 

Jolliffe was upheld by Dave Smith 
of Philco, chairman of the RTPB 
Television Panel; Jack Poppele, 
president of the Television Broad- 
casters Assn.: Donald Fink, of Radio 
Manufacturers Assn.; and reps of 
Farnsworth Television and _ Radio 
Corp.; Emerson Radio Corp.; and 
Thomascolor, Inc., producers of color 
photographs and films. 


Equally warm support for Colum- 
bia’s position came from a smaller 
segment of the industry, represented 


by Westinghouse; T.A.M. Craven, 


casting Co.; Zenith Radio Corp.;| 


| Federal Telephone and Radio Corp.; | 


Bendix Aviation Corp.; and Federal 
Telecommunications Co, The last 
three companies have licenses to, 
build CBS-type video equipment, 

Craven urged the FCC not to fos- 
ter monopoly in a few black-and- 


white teievision licensees but to} 


open a competing system of color 
television upstairs. J. E, Brown, of 


Zenith, said his company would turn | 


in its black-and-white building per- 
mit in Chicago and produce only 
color receivers, if FCC gives the 


| word. Westinghouse’s Ralph Har- |} 


mon told the FCC that, dollar for 
dollar, the CBS system of color 


would give the public a better sig- | 


nal than the RCA-simultaneous color 
process. 

Representatives of Continental 
Television Corp. took a unique posi- 
tion and claimed that much was 
needed in the way of improvement 
of present black-and-white pictures 
and on monochrome and video up- 
stairs. They kept mum on any 
recommendations other than those 
for additional research in the entire 
spectrum ranges. 


N. Y. Fire 


Continued from page 40 

















video execs, that the medium will 
offer increasingly stiff competition 
to newsreels. Competition probably 
won't be felt too much for the next 
year but it’s something that the reels 
will have to take into consideration 
when tele receiving sets become as 
numerous as the country’s. motion 
picture theatres. 

Although ABC cameramen were 
the first on the scene at the tene- 
ment fire, getting there at about 


its film on the air first, running 
about five minutes of pictures at 
7:50 Thursday night. Taken under 
the supervision of Paul Alley, the 
film was carried on a sustaining 
basis. NBC also took followup shots 
on Friday, getting them on the air 
Friday night. 

ABC gave the event the widest 
coverage, shooting at the scene all 
day and hitting the air (via WABD- 
DuMont, N.Y.) at 8:30 Thursday 
night. Bud Pearce directed the ABC 
cameramen. In a rapid deal, ABC 
tele chief Paul Mowrey succeeded in 
getting U. S. Rubber to sponsor the 
pictures, with the sponsor agreeing 


CBS got its pictures on the air at 
8:15 p.m. as a sustainer, tieing the 
film in with a live interview of 
Thomas J. Hughes, housing consul- 


ment and in charge of finding homes 
for the displaced persons, 

ABC's films of the train wreck 
were carried on WABD Saturday 
afternoon. Web's radio affiliate in 








N.Y. News Pushes FM 
Demand in FCC Brief 


Washington, Dec, 17. 

In the strongest industry stand 
yet made against a purported FCC 
move to invade the program field, 
counsel for the New York Daily 
News last week charged that the 
commission will have exceeded its 
legal authority if it denies the ney 


WS- 


| paper an FM station because of its 


editorial policies. 
The charge that FCC is endanger. 
ing a free press was contained 


} 
a 50-page brief filed by the de 
attorney, Louis Caldwell. Brief wag 
an answer to charges of the Ameri. 
can Jewish Committee that the 
News was anti-Semitic and antie 
Negro, and carried an undue pro- 


portion of crime and sex storie 
Withdrawal of Dorothy Thackrey’s 
New York Post from the FM race 
in New York pares number of bid. 
ders to 16 for the city’s five chan. 


nels. 
Kraft Hall Shuttle Set 
With Mills-Cole Switch 


The Mills Bros. go into Kraft Mu- 
sic Hall Jan. 9, replacing the King 


Cole Trio, and thereby ! huffliy g 
two of the show's principal compon- 
| ents, The other is the already an- 


nounced fact that Eddie Foy, Jr., is 
going in for Edward Everett Horton, 

Horton, incidentally, is commuting 
to the show these weeks from Can- 
ada, where he is on tour in the 


i “Springtime for Henry” legiter. And 


the King Cole Trio is exiting in a 
blaze of glory, having been profiled 
in the January issue of Esquire mag, 
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Honolulu 


FOR 
KAU KAU CORNER 


HAWAII'S 

LARGEST 

DRIVE-IN 
RESTAURANT 










NEW 
NEW YORK OFFICE 
475 Fifth Avenue 






, 


Hotel Pickwick, Kansas City 6, Me- 


— 











ATTRACTIVE OFFICE SPACE 
® 2,000 SQUARE FEET ® 
WEST 57TH STREET 


Penthouse, 26th floor; suite of 7 ¢X- 
ceptionally beautiful executive offices. 





Mansfield, WNAM, broadcast a re- 
quest for film the day of the wreck | 
and succeeded in rounding up sev- | 
eral hundred feet, which were 


tered plane. WJZ, the web’s N. Y. 
key radio station, broadcast several 
plugs that the film would be tele- 
cast. 


Recently completed modernistic in- 
stallation containing custom-built fur- 
niture, carpeting and equipment. 
Prospects must be prepared to buy 
improvements, 


KEMPNER REALTY CORP. 


203 Madison Ave. CA, 5-9700 
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RCA Signing of Basie, Tony Martin 
Sparks Wrangle Over Contracts Haye 7 


There's been quite a to-do 
the switch by RCA-Victor of Count 
Basie $ orchestra, the question for 
a time 
Basie had actually deserted Colum- 
bia Records and gone to Victor. Basie 
and his manager, Milt Ebbins, are | 
said to have flatly denied to Co- 


jumbia that they had made a deal | 


concerning whether or not 


with Victor following the revelation 
of it in last week's VARIETY, and 
this feeling was shared by a number 
of others who would have reason to 
Meanwhile, RCA and the 


know. 
William Morris office, which books 
Basie have definitely confirmed the 
move 

It seems that Milt Ebbins, Basie’s 
personal manager, verbally okayed 
the Victor offer to Sam Weisbord 
in the Coast office of the William 


Weisbord relayed it 

headquarters, and 
the latter in turn advised Victor 
that everything was okay. But 
Basie hadn't signed the contract. It's 
said that Basie thereafter balked 
but that as of yesterday (Tuesday ) 
the contract was being prepared and 
no hitch was expected in its formal 
signing 

Basie left Columbia because of 
the latter’s refusal to give him the 
sort of a financial deal he figured 
he rated. His old price on that label 


Morris agency. 
to Morris’ N. Y 


called for $400 a side against the 
usual 5% of the purchase price | 
(retail) of a record. How much 


more Columbia bid for the band is 
undisclosed, Meanwhile, Victor is 
said to have offered and closed with 
Basie on a two-year deal on the 
basis of $1,000 a side against a simi- 
lar royalty arrangement. That's a lot 
of coin at any period in recording, 
but not as high as some name bands 
have drawn from major diskers. 


In switching to Victor, Basie 
takes over where Duke Ellington 
left off for that label. Ellington is 
now with Musicraft on a deal by 
whieh he can earn himself $100,000 
in the next year with albums and 
individual releases. { 

Meanwhile, another explosion had 
occurred over Victor's roundup of 
new artists. Mercury Records, Chi- 
cago outfit which has Tony Martin 
under contract but will lose him 
to Victor when the agreement ex- 
pires, is emphatically stating that the 
singer has no deal with Victor. As | 
a matter of fact, Martin signed a 
two-year deal with Victor on Dec. 2. 
His agreement with Mercury, which | 
had paid him, according to Berle 
Adams, Mercury exec, a total of 
$33,200 in royalties for the period 
fre \ June 15 to Oct. 31, was for 24 
records, no options, it's claimed, and 
that it is ineffective as soon as those 
two dozen disks are completed. 


Lombardo Can Now 
Hold Up His Head 
Among Swing Makers: 


Probably the last thing of which 
anyone would think of accusing Guy 
Lombardo’s is making loud noises or 
disturbing the peace, but that was 
the basis for a city nix on the ap- 


pearance of Lombardo’s band in 
Times Square last Saturday (14) 
midnight. 


Lombardo originally was to seren- 

ade into limbo of lost trolleys the 
last street car to run on Broadway, 
— busses were introduced to the 
un. Verbal permission had been 
— to the band by the mayor's of- 
ce, but at the last minute the 
creme told Victor MecQuiston, 
esident of the Third Ave. Transit 

waaa'e the presence of the band 
rt sa e in Violation of city ordi- 
a a Prohibiting undue noise on | 
Streets after 11 p.m. and before | 

n Sundays. Also pointed out | 





noon oO 

sda fact that the crowds at- 
trame would block Times Square 
bean ee Lombardo (minus | 
ead together with Janis Paige, 
“eee Delmar, Mimi Benzell and | 
ene Carson Putnam were on. 

or the ceremonies. 


over 





Long With Signature 


Johnny Long’s orchestra, which 
recently got a release from a Decca 
contract, signed with Signature label 
last week and did its first date in 
N. Y. yesterday (Tuesday). Band 
drew a term deal, the length of 
which is undisclosed. 

Long is currently at the Com- 
modore hotel, N. Y.. where he’s dis- 
placed tomorrow (Thursday) night 
by Ray McKinley. 


SPA-MPPA Extend 
Old Pact 30 Days 
While Sparring 


Representatives of the Songwriters , 


Protective Assn. and members of the 
Music Publishers Protective § Assn. 
director board were a bit more argu- 
mentative during their second meet- 


ing last Wednesday (11) to nego- 
tiate a new contract. Enough time 
was taken between words. however, 


to extend the expiration date of the 
existing agreement between them 
one month with the provision that 
whatever conclusions are reached 
when the new deal is finally set will 
be retroactive to the original 
piration date (Dec. 31). 
Dispute between the factions was 
mainly between two men, Edgar 
Leslie, for the writers, and Saul 
Bornstein for the publishers. Leslie 
was adamant against giving 
pubs any right to okay without the 


consent of the writers any free 
usage of lyrics in magazines, etc. 
| These requests from magazine and 
newspaper pubs rarely arise but, 


when they do, music publishers in- | 


variably grant them for the simple 
reason that if they didn't they'd get 
no revenue anyway. Leslie fought 
almost all afternoon against giving 
pubs full control over these occa- 


sional occurrences, but finally agreed | 


to it. This took up almost all of the 
meeting time. 

There 
meeting over the problem because 
of the imminence of the holidays. 


BRITISH BANDLEADERS 


YEN MORE RADIO DOUGH 


London, Dec. 10. 
London band leaders have joined 
forces to get the British Broadcast- 
ing Corp. to pay them bigger fees 


| for broadcasting. They've formed a 
, Small committee which will ask the 


musicians’ -union to pressure the 
BBC to raise their radio pay. 
Although fees paid by the BBC 
are now larger than formerly, they 
are still small, with the BBC main- 
taining that the advertising value 
obtained from broadcasts more than 
counter balances the small fees. 
More than 35 bands have com- 
bined in lodging their complaint. 


L.A. Sepia Musikers 
Re-Elect Local Tops 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 
All officers 


another year at last week's election. 


Prexy Ed Bailey was polled inte the | 


top spot for 10th consecutive term. 
Other officials re-named inciude Leo 


| Davis, v.p.; Florence Cadrez, record- 


ing secretary; Paul Howard, financial 
secretary; Leonard Davidson, §ser- 
geant-at-arms. Bailey, Heward and 


Fay Allen were selected as delegates 


to next year’s American Federation 
of Musicians’ national convention. 

Proportionately, voting probably 
was lightest in Local's history. Of 
approximately 800 members, only 185 
showed at the polls. 

Four Knights, Negro quartet. long 
on Lang-Worth transcriptions, inked 
pact with Decca and have siready 
cut eight sides for the diskery. 


————— > 


ex- | 


the | 


is no date set for a third | 


of Negro. Musicians’ | 
Local 747 were returned to posts for | 


MAESTROS CAN 
FIR PICK 


While the recent breakup of vari- 
ous name orchestras has scared many 





within the band business. it has | 
achieved one result that in the end 
will very likely prove a_ blessing. 


There is at the moment an over- 
abundance of good musicians avail- 
able at greatly reduced salary quo- 
tations—for the first time since the 
war. Bandleaders looking for re- 
placement men say they can take 
their pick at any reasonable price. 
Though bandsmen dislike seeing so 
many bands fall apart, because of the 
“black eye” it gives the business. 
they feel that if the situation can 
achieve, through reduced salary de- 
mands by musicians, greatly reduced 
costs of operation for the average or- 
chestra, the business will go a long 
way in setting its house in order to 
combat the months-old b.o. slump. 
They feel that as a result of the 
trend top bands will shortly be able 
to field an outfit for lower than $2.- 
500 weekly as against much higher 
current costs. 
| Incidentally, many top bandlead- 
ers who have been experiencing dif- 
ficulty with operating costs are very 
disappointed over the failure of the 
expected young flood of new-to-the- 
business musicians to materialize. 
| Many had predicted during the war, 
as a result of playing Army and Navy 
camps all over the country and lis- 
tening to camp bands, that musicians 


who were being trained and devel- | 
oped during their period of service | 
by working with service orchestras, | 


would make the postwar band busi- 
ness an haven of new, capable faces. 
Many of these men had never played 
with professional bands, others had 
worked with such for a brief time 
before donning un:forms. 


The conclusion is that a major por- 
tion of them headed home after dis- 
charge, and are now once again 

| buried in small towns unaware or 
| uninterested in whatever talent they 
might have. 


James May Come 
East Again in Feb. 


Harry James, who for the past 
few years has confined his eastern 
| work-jaunts to comparatively brief 
| midsummer periods. may head for 
| the New York area sometime in 
| February. Music Corp. of America, 





| which manages James, has been en- 
deavoring to get him east to work 


| this winter since he has no inter- | 


| fering picture commitments. And 
| James is said to be amenable to the 


idea — if bookings and money for | 


/them are right. 


| Exactly what sort of bookings 
| James wants isn't clear. Its very 
probable, however, that location jobs 
would be included. As for one- 
nighters, the taste of James’ in-and- 


| out tour last summer, when he 
started quite a to-do about high 
salaries, has not yet worn off. He 





| got $4,000 guarantees on those dates, 
| against percentages, and while bad 
weather plagued him in a few im- 


portant spots, the $4,000 asking price | 


| forced admissions to such levels 
that he didn't pay off at the b.o. 
MCA would alse like to get James 
to work theatres this trip. 





English music publisher 


Reg Connelly 


in @ slangily-captioned article on 


‘British Muz-Biz” 


reviews the popular music industry 
in Britain 


* * * 7 


an editoric!l feature 
of the forthcoming 


41st Anniversary Number 
ef 


ARI 
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Contactmen Union Finds Publishers 
-Lethargic in Launching of Move Vs. 


| Payola; Seek U. $. Treasury Aid 











# Music Em- 


has launched its long- 


Publishers Contact 


plovees unior 


MCA Plugs New Band 


: ; ; promised move against payola rack- 
Music Corp. of America is begin- 


; et, but it is findi : i - 
ning to ease east a new band in| ut it is finding a sethargic re 
which it is putting a lot of interest, action to its ideas from major music 
Combo being pushed is maestroed by | publishers. Some time ago. the 
Jack Fina, a pianist sideman for )WPCE’s council had decided that 


years in various bands. It goes into | ; : ; 
the time was ripe to do something 


the Palmer House, Chicago. March 

20 for 12 weeks and will thereafter about the constant beefs from cer- 

be brought into N. Y. tain publishers that payins was still 
Fina outfit is now on the Coast, 80Ing on, despite the installation of 


where it originated. It's a semi-sweet 
grouping of 14 men plus leader. 


the Peatman method of plug meas- 

urement, designe’ originally to halt 

‘ One of its 
to elect a music biz “czar”. 

Last week the MPCE circularized 

all publishers on ideas formulated at 


} : a recent council meet. These ideas 
| were (1) to seek Government aid 
ay men ell | in the enforcement of Paragraphs 


eight and nine ‘(in MPCE bylaws, 


6 which forbid paying practices). This 
was taken to mean bringing the 
nl Ir ry Treasury Department into the pie- 


the payola evil ideas is 


ture on sums exchanging hands, 
Publisher and writer members of | Which the recipients probably do 
American Society of Composers, Au- | not declare as income; ’(2) to desig- 
thors and Publishers have finally | ™#te @ coordinator to police the in- 
voted into the Society’s by-laws an dustry, and (3) if both proposals 
amendment that its executives have fail or are rejected, then to seri- 
been endeavoring to put through for | 9USIY consider elimination of para- 
three years. New amendment, &@phs eight and nine. 
passed yesterday ‘(Tues.) when the | All 
ballots were counted, by more than 


three points are considered 
drastic by most music men, but the 


the necessary two-thirds vote, al- smaller publishers, who claim that 
lows any session of the director the Peatman system works in faver 
board to make a final decision on 


of larger pubs and against them, 
are entirely for the first or second 
proposals being put into practice. 
Majors, many of which have not 
answered the letter sent them by 


a probiem holding over from a pre~ 
vious meeting. 

Heretofore, such delayed decisions 
' could only have been made in final 
form by boards consisting of exactly the MPCE seeking their reactions, 
| the same men that had been present haven't revealed an. opinions on the 
when a case was first brought up. | subject. They feel that the prob- 
| This rule made it extremely diffi- | lem is one concerning only the 
cult td arrive at a final conclusion | smaller publishers, and they do not 
of delayed problems since ASCAP intend taking a hand at the mo- 
board meetings are almost never at- 


: : ment, 
tended by the same men twice in| - 
succession. | However, some of the majors 
figure they may eventually be 





ASCAP had tried twice before to 
put the amendment through and 
| each time it was defeated. Last time 
| it was sponsored by Saul Bornstein. | 
| This time president Deems Taylor's 
| name was attached. 


| forced to step into the picture. One 
| of their number has for the past 
few months been openly distribut- 
| ing compensition in various forms 
‘in exchange for plugs, a move he 
| had threatened for some time. If 
' 





| the latter's new practice begins to 
| HENDLER UITS OSMO | spread to other majors the payola 
Q C | problem will be the concern of 
_ everyone to avoid an industry free- 
| AFTER PAYOFF SNAG for-all, in which, incidentally, mest 

Ser Bendier, head of artists end of the beefirg small firms would 


, ; robably be forced out of biz. 
repertoire of Cosmopolitan Records | — cae asta f thong 
virtually since the firm's inception, | 





| broke his association with the indie ' . 
| disker after he was unable to collect , Glenn Miller Name 
his three weeks’ salary. Ps 
| | Still Potent Factor 
years and still had two years to RO. | 
In addition to the salary owed him, | 
| . 
on & percentage of Cosmo's earnings.| Tex Beneke and Don Haynes, his 
-_ | manager, aren't so anxious to drop 
Miller name from the 
orchestra they formed after the twe 
.. = L k Bla got out of service. It has been the 
Dies; Biz Looks Blac 
Hollywood, Dec. 10. | the operation, since its formation 
prez Ben Pollack, by which Broup drop Miller's name as soon as Be- 
of small odd-label Coast waxeries pneke was sufficiently well estab- 


Hendler’s contract was for three 
| Hendler has around $2,500 due him To Tex eke Ban 
° e ‘the Glenn 
Indie Disk Co-op Plan 
j intention of everyone concerned in 
Plen fostered by Jewe! Records’ | slightly more than a year ago, to 
might cut overhead by pooling | jicshed. Buyers of the band, how- 


warehousing and shipping, found-| ever, think otherwise and at the 
ered last week. Pollack originally moment it’s likely to be some time 
| interested nine other indies in col- 


sll before Miller's name _ disappears 
| lectively servicing dealers, and after from the band’s billing. 

'several meetings with rivals, matter 

"was brought up as to how much | 

| each member of the co-operative 
would put up to participate. 


Haynes recently set the band for 
a theatre date in a major city, to 
be played in ‘47. When he signed 
; Pollock suggested $500 from each the contact, Haynes struck oe of 
label, but after much debate only it the Tex Beneke-Gienn Millet 
one other recorder, Crest, agreed. booking tag and substituted Tex 
Thereafter idea flickered out, and as Beneke and his orchestra.” Prompt- 
|» result trade talk hums these days | ly the contract came back unsigned, 
as to just how bad biz has become | tM theatre operator declaring, by 
for the small waxeries here. his action, that he wasn't sure of 


| i -snunneieeieas aie the Beneke name alone, but that 
he was sure of the combined two 
Claude Thernhill’s orchestra plays names. Haynes promptly agreed 
| its first New York theatre since re- | with the theatre operator and has 
| organization following the leader's changed his mind about dropping 
Navy discharge, at Strand, opening Miller's name until he’s quite cer- 


| Feb. 14. , tain it won't be missed, 
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Rernet | Also Follows 
Practice to Form 802 


Band for N. Y. Date 


Tommy Dorsey's trick of forming 

t : m4 

a band composed of all-802 musi 
cians expressly to fulfill a date at | 
the Capitol theatre, N. Y., opening | 
Dec. 26, is bein= duplicated by Char- 
lie Barnet later next month at the 
N. Y. Strand. With so many leaders | 
temporarily retiring their-bands, the 
idea may be further widened in the 
future. Barnet is currently at the 
Casino Gardens, Ocean Park, Cal., 
with a band he formed on the Coast 
after breaking up one he maestroed 


in the east last summer. 
When he comes east again to 
open at the Strand, Jan. 24, Barnet 


will disband the Coast combo and 
rebuild in the east. Latter outfit, 
since it will be made up of mem- 
bers of N. Y. Local 802, will not 
require standby salaries that must 
be paid when a “traveling band 
j ‘ays a N Y. house. Too, Barnet is 
again spared the cost of transport- 
ing men from the Coast just as he 
spared himse if transportation when 
he moved out of N. Y. last fall and 
left that behind He bring 
with him only a few 
key men. 


band 


each time 


Pendleton, 


| counted 


‘L.A. LOCAL 47 EXECS 
LEAD IN BALLOTING 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

Following yesterday's (Monday) 
annual election at AFM Local 47, it 
appeared certain by noon today that 
the top four officers were reelected, 
prexy J. K. Wallace, veepee John 
T. Groen, recording secretary Frank 
financial secretary Al 
With 1,100 votes still to be 
incumbents were 
four to one. There's a tight fight for 
directorships. Bitterest, most vitu- 
perative campaign in local’s history, 
saw a record total of 3,608 votes cast. 
Union is AFM’s second largest local 
with total membership of 13,000 


Meyer. 


Bloch’ ic Fi 
och’s Music Firm 
Feeling that he seldom gets suffi- 
cient credit on disks for his instru- 
mental numbers and originals, Ray 
Bloch, musical director of Signature 
Records, has set up his own publish- 
ing house known as_ Hollybrook 


Music. 

Also interested in the publishing 
venture is Walter Keane, Bloch’s 
office manager. As yet the firm has 
affiliated with neither ASCAP nor 
BMI. but inasmuch as Bloch is an 
ASCAP member, it’s expected that 
eventually Hollybrook will apply fol 


| membership in the former. 


| 


,for getting the plattery into full 


leading | 
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Schenck On Cis On 


M-G-M Disk Matters Nat Moss Files AFM Charges Vs. 


Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
Marvin Schenck, M-G-M Records 
veepee, arrived yesterday (Monday) 
for a session with Jesse Kaye, Coast 
head of the firm. 
Schenck possibly will sign more | 





Nat Moss, operator of 


well as making final arrangements with New 


York Local 802 of the 





Swing as soon as possible. 


plaint that has often been 


Advance ASCAP Meet 


Because of Holidays 


Final board meeting of the Amer- 


from other band-spot owners. 
Moss charges Goodman with being 
about 


lackadaisical climbing on the 


American Federation of Musicians | 

——— | against Benny Goodman on a com- | 
| heard 
' 


| On his closing night 


ie bandstand and working with his 
ican Society of Composers, Authors |. . j 
ind Publishers in New York has band, and is bitter about the situa- 
been moved up from next Thursday | tion, asserting that the leader’s re- 
(26) to tomorrow (19) due to the! fusal to live completely up to the 
fact that most of its members will! terms of his contract often caused 
be out of town or otherwise un-! him (Moss) to be the recipient of 
available. Meet will declare the | beefs from patrons who had paid to | 
final quarter revenue and_ the _ see B. G., and didn't. 


Society's income for all of ‘46. 
There are few other problems of 

any importance on the agenda. Most 

ASCAP board meetings of the past 


Moss points out that his contract 
with Goodman called for the leader 
; to be on the stand from 6:45 p.m. 
|each evening until 9, and from 10 


Benny Goodman for Laxity 


the 400 but that his refusal led to the sub- 
, talent for the label while here, as| Club, New York, has filed charges | 


stitution of a six-piece Latin band, 
paid for equally by B. G. and Moss, 
with commensurate deduction, its 
assumed, from B. G.’s salary. 

Moss charges that B G. never got 
to the spot before 7:30 any evening, 
before 9, back 


disappeared came 


later than 10 and scrammed again 
long before closing. He claims that 


certain flexibility 
him and most name-o 
contracted | 
overdid it by far. 
(Dec. 11), Moss 
claims, Goodman didn’t show up un- 
til 11:30 p.m. While this was going 
on during the band’s run, Moss com- 
plained to the union, and Goodman 
was warned, to no avail. 

Buyers fee] that such leaders are 


while there is a 
allowed by 
chestra users on 
stipulations, B. G 


_in the end hurting themselves more 


six months have been more or less| p.m. to 2 a.m, except Fridays and | than those the y work for in failing 
routine. Whatever fireworks that Saturdays, when the closing time to deliver and in their feeling that 
have popped in the Society recently | was extended until 2:30 a.m. Also, their name on a marquee is ample 
have exploded at various committee |B. G. was originally supposed to, return to the buyer for the money 
meetings. play a Saturday afternoon matinee, | he pays 

a —— — 
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Bands at Hotel B.O.’s , AMERICA’S COMEDY 



























Covers Total SONG HIT! 
Weeks Pust Covers 
Band Hetel Played Week On Date 
Emil Coleman*... Waldorf +400; $2).... ........ eon 3,075 27,800 | 
| Guy Lombardo... Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2).. ......... . 2,475 18,850 
Sammy Kaye .New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50)......... 2 1,675 4,300 
Elliot Lawrence.. Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)........ 3 1,700 5,150 ~~, 
Johnny Long..... Commodore (400; $1-$1.50).......... 3 1,450 5.800 a 
Johnny Pineapple. Lexington (300; $1-$1.50)........... 6 950 5,850 lof] WAS HERE 
* Indicates Floor Show; at Waldorf, Frank Sinatra ~— 
siaiiosaas | 
Chinen | by PAUL PAGE 
Mel Cooper (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 350; $2.50-$3.50 min.) 
Pre-holiday slump hit here; only 2,000 for the week. = Recorded by 
Glen Gray (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 950; $1.50-$2.50 min.). Down | | 
to 4,000. | _ Poul Page 
Stephen Kilsey (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel; 700; $1.50-$2.50 | - —— ith Th 
min.). College trade kicked this up to 4,000 wi e Masqueraders 
Joseph Sudy (Walnut Room, Bismarck hotel; 465: $2.50-$3.50 min.). Party On Ent rpri 
trade boosted to 3,200. erprise Record #231 
Ted Weems (Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel: 550; $3-$3.50 min.). Biz CHORUS 
really getting hot here; 4,900. | gb Bb? Eb Ekdim Fm? Bb? 
ee | },— =< << so os | SS 
> . - 
Los Angeles | : 
Freddy Martin ‘Ambassador; 900: $1-$1.50: indef) oft E 









but still snappy ‘ 4 — ; 3 , WAS « ie? 
x IER t as I a-talk-in; KIL-ROY WAS HEREwalkin 
enough at 2988 covers. | KIL-ROY AS} ERE, ine as sure, as Im a: 2 oe 
Russ Morgan (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50; indef). 
this site, too, but o.k. at 3,000 tabs. 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 
Russ Carlyle (Blackhawk; 500; $2-$2.50 min.). 
to 4,200. 
Gay Claridge (Chez Paree; 650; $3.50 min.). Sophie Tucker, Willie Shore, 
and Bobby Breen in 10th week: 6,000 last week. 
Eddy Howard (Aragon Ballroom; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Sweet 18.000. 
Buddy Shaw (Latin Quarter: 700: second show min. $2.50). New show 
boosting the kitty to 3,500. 
Lawrence Welk (Trianon Ballroom: $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Fine 17,000. 
(Los Angeles) 
Desi Arnaz (Ciro’s, N, Hollywood, 5th 
crimped, but 2,300 covers is not bad. 
Count Basie (Avodon, B, Los Angeles, Ist wk). 
best site has had since May debut. Bright 12,000. 
Art Kassel (Aragon, B, Ocean Park, lst wk). Fine opening and, though 
tapered slightly, around 6,600 customers first session. 
Vido Musso (Meadowbrook, B. Culver City, 6th wk). With lowest admish | 





Santa's coming has offset 













right where Ive beenw lk-in's Ive seen his name ev-ry- where I 
: Bb7 Eb 






















Dimout lifting take here a 
to 


=s 6 
KIL-ROY WAS HERE, stand-in’. 
Fm7 Bh? 


6 this ter “af fir - ma; 
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4 . 
wk). Pub-crawling is badly ani Buf-fa-lo. Th. boysfromhome took a 


And when ra-dar beams first got 


Opened Tuesday (10); One Sun-day P. M.— I went 











a 
+— 
_ ~ 


ad — 
town south of Rome 


: - And they raid - ed a cel - lar for beer; But the 
(60c) around town and band at scale, some profit at 5,400. Site is heavily thru. to themoon, All the sci - en-tistsstart - ed to cheer; But they 
spreading paper to lure floor-filling throngs. out for a swim And I ro-manced a gal near the pier; When I 


Will Osborne (Trianon. B, South Gate, 2d wk). Operating three-day 
weekends only: satisfactory at about 2,600. Spade Cooley's rustic rhythm 
each Wednesday nite, drawing o.k. 650 each single-o. 

Charlie Barnet (Casino Gardens, B, Ocean Park, Ist wk). Opened nicely 
Friday (13) and, with three previous days of Orrin Tucker, take boosted 

















first keg they found had a deep,hol-low sound And it  ech-oed“KIL-ROY WAS 
to 8,900 payees, could-nt be. - lieve the flashthatcameback For it ech-oed‘ KIL-ROY WAS 
Tommy Tucker (Palladium. B. Hollywood. 4th wk). Pace may be palsied turned on my charm she showed meher arm: It was tat-tooed KIL-ROY WAS 


due to pre-holiday stagnation, but 14,000 last week was tilt over previous. 






























HERE!’ KIL-ROY WAS HERE, wrote his hame'’way up in Lab- ta - dor; 
HERE!’ KIL-ROY WAS HERE, now he has the lad-ies swoon - y; 
HERE!’ 

Fm7 Bb7 Fm7 Bb7 Eb E>7 
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KIL-ROY WAS HERE,thu-ty days a-head of El - ea-nor. Folks nev-erknow just where 
say hes mel-lowroon - y- E- ven mysweet-ie is 
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ALOHA, KUU IPO, ALOH 


(Goodbye, “Sweetheart, Goodbye) he will 


, act - ng soGg eer: She says Go 








KIL-ROY WAS HERE! 
KIL-ROY WAS HERE!” 


Copyright 1946 by American Academy of Music,Inc.,1619 Broadway, New York 19, N.Y. 


look out be-hind you! 
a - way small fry! 


ap-pear; Say boy 


By DICK McINTIRE and RONALD A. BALL 
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: ) WORLD WIDE PHUSIC CO. LTO 21 DENMARK ST 
. * | ACHELOONMS LTD. LONOON W.C.2 
| : JIP/MY 6th Decemper, 1946. 
a 


Mr. Lou Levy, 

Leeds Music Corporation, 
1270, Sixth Avenue, 

NEW YORK, U.S.A. 


Dear Lou, 


Well, we've done it! It's an accomplished fact! 
Whilst everybody was talking about Anglo-American co- 
operation, you established The Peter Maurice Music Co. 
in New York, and we set up Leeds, Ltd. of London, and 
our hands met across the séa,. 


Looking back on the year I think we can both con- 
fratulate ourselves. The plug on "THE GYPSY" and “IT'S 
A PITY TO SAY GOODNIGHT" with Leeds, and "UNDER THE 
WILLOW TREE” and the new song “I'LL CLOSE MY EYES” with 
the American Peter Maurice is outstanding, 





If you were over here now you would hear an echo 
of all your recent hits in almost every country in 
Europe. "DOWN IN THE VALLEY", "HEY-BA-BA-RE-BOP", 
“ONE MEAT BALL", "PUT ANOTHER CHAIR AT THE TABLE" and 
“ANY TIME AT ALL” are all big here, and the new song 
"(I LOVE YOU) FOR SENTIMENTAL REASONS" everybody is 
crazy about. 


With such @ grand start for the first nine months 
of our cooperation there is no reason why 1947 shouldn't 
ve terrific. 


I hope “Lord” Happy Goday is wearing that monocle 
I sent him. He deserves a Knighthood for the grand work 
he has done for our American firm. 


Peter Maurice joins with Bill Phillips, the Pro- 
fessional Manager ot Leeds Music Ltd., and all of us 
here in sending very best wishes to you, George and 
your fine crowd at New York. 


Kindest regards. 
Sincerely ,/ 


( J.J. PHILLIPS. 


@ ° beet specady Hore tne ae are Temmers wh ihe Pertermiry ” et, Ob Our weret Con @ A, ee, 
ments fer wh ch the Secwry 4 | cence Bas beer granted 


@ Wee every waren 


LEEDS MUSIC CORPORATION 


RKO Building * Radio City * New York 20 © Clecle 7-2670 





December 10, 1946 


Mr. J.J, Phillips 

The Peter Maurice husic Co., Ltd, 
Maurice Building 

21 Denmark Street 

London W.C, 2 

England 


Dear Jimmy: 


I have your exciting letter of December 6th, and it 

isn't easy to put into words what I feel about the 
wonderful job you have done for Leeds Ltd. in London 
: eee ‘ and on the continent. 


As I have turned each week to the Variety and Billboara 
box charts, I have been filled with adnivetion Yor your 
success in constantly keeping several Leeds' songs 
among England's top hits, 










THE GYPSY, which Peter Meurice gave to us in America, 
has finished 1946 as the top song of the year -- in 
sheet msic sales, in radio plugs, and in record sales. 
Among other prizes, the Ink Spots recording of THE 
GYPSY was just this week chosen as the best money- 
making record of the year by the Automatic Music In- 
duatry of America, 











We are al) tremendously elated by the swift progress of 
the Peter Maurice ballad I'LL CLOSE MY EYES, and feel 

that the song will go over the top as the New Year rolls 
in, Iam, of course, happy to hear of the terrific 
English reception of (I LOVE YOU) FOR SENTIMENTAL REASONS, 
which is now up among the first ten songs in the United 
States. 


Hands across the sea, and the best and warmest of holiday 
greetings to you, Bill Phillips, and the entire pro- 
fessional staff at Leeds Ltd. in London, 


Sincerely yours, 







Tir 


LL/ mn 


STANDARD DIVISION CHICAGO OFFICE HOLLYWOOD OFFIiC& 


' : one 1H Hroodeay, Clak 35-8817 34.4 Randolph. Andover 3922 1537 North Vine. Willeidy 4008 
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ASCAP Thumbs Use 
Of Symbol For 


BIRNIE COHEN PLANS | 10 Best Sheet Sellers 
"D'TOWN LA. TERPALACE 


Pitch to Tyros 


Hollywood, Dec. 17, 
John G. Paine, general manager of | 
society of Composers, Authors and | 
Publishers, has notified all members, 
and writers alike, that 


publishers 
hereafter they may not use ASCAP 
seal or in any manner refer to So- 


ciety membership in connection with 
solicitation of funds from ‘ 
songwriters fol help in getting lat- 
ter’s creations before public, Stat- 
ing that the Society strongly con- 


demns such practice, Paine threatens 


that anyone found trading on mem- 
Lile 

pership will face a rap from 
ASCAP’s Complaint Committee 


ASCAP has been deluged of late 
with squawks from amateurs who 
have been bilked, according to Paine, 
and many of the simon-pures com- 
plain they paid ASCAP members to 
help them point up, exploit or get 
published songs. but that once coin 
was tendered nothing happened. Fo) 


vears the Society has frowned on 
such deals, but this is first time 
ASCAPers have had matter pre- 


sented with such force and emphasis 


amateur ; 


Los Angeles, Dec. 10. 


Birnie Cohen has formulatec plans | 
and already secured-a downtown site | 
to erect a ballroom as! 


| on which 
“soon as the goverment permits me 
| and prices on 
Cohen operated Casino 
Ocean Park here for 16 years before 
selling the ballroom several seasons 
back to Wayne Dailard, vho in turn 
peddied place to present 
Tommy Dorsey 


materials 


ownel 


Only L.A. downtown 
Avodon, 


has 


terpalace of 
size is the which opened last 
May and had tedious trading 
since. Cohen says his projected spot 


will use name band policy. As to 
recent rumors that he plans to bid 
in effort to buy back Casino Gardens. 
Cohen says he has made Dorsey 
| no offer. But Dorsey is said to be 
open to such 

George Riddle, formerly service 
|manager of Capitol Records, has 
joined Bibletone. Records as assist- 
ant to prexy Arthur L. Becker. He'll 
act as general supervisor and will 
also be 


in charge of talent 


Songs With Largest Radio Audicnces 


The top 32 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience Cover- 


age Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast on Radio Networks. 
lished by the Office of Research, Inc. 

Survey Week of December 6-12, 
Place, Girl” 


A Gal In Calico—*"Time, 
And So To Bed 
Best Man, The 

Coffee Song—‘‘Copacabana Revue” 
Connecticut a 
Everybody Loves My Baby 


Pub- 


1946 

Remick 
Famous 
Vanguard 
Valiant 

H. Warren 


Goode 
Five Minutes More Melrose 
For Sentimental Reasons cede i en eer Te eee Duchess 
For You For Me Forever—t“Shocking Miss Pilgrim” Chappell 
Girl That I Marry, The—*“Annie Get Your Gun” ; Berlin 
I Got the Sun in the Morning—*“Annie Get Your Gun” Berlin 
If You Were the Only Girl...... Mutual 
I'll Never Love Again . ieee Peer 
It’s a Pity To Say Goodnight. Seer Leeds 
It’s All Over Now BMI 
Margie—?"Margie” Mills 


Oh, But I Do—t* ‘Time. eters Girl” 


Ole Buttermilk Sky—i“Canyon Passage” 


Old Lamp-Lighter .. 


On the Boardwalk—‘*‘ ‘Three Little G irls In Blue” 


Pretending .... 

Rickety Rickshaw ‘Man 
Rumors Are Flying .... 
Things We Did Last Summer 


This Is Always—}“Three e Little Giris in Blue” 


This Time 

White Christmas 
Whole World Is Singing My Song 
Winter Wonderland 


eeceeere- eevee 


You Keep Coming Back Like a Song—j' “Blue SIGS” 00s 00 


You'll Always Be the One I Love.. 
Zip-a-De-Do-Dah—*“Song of South” 


Witmark 
Burke-VH 
Shapiro-B. 
BVC 
Criterion 
Southern 
.Oxford 
Morris 

BVC 

Dorsey Bros 
Berlin 
Robbins 
BVC 
.Berlin 
Sinatra Songs 
Santly-Joy 





Following songs are those that did not have enough performance credits 


on the week to be included in the top group. 


rising in popularity. 


A Rainy Night In Rio—?* ‘Time, Place, Girl” 


Among My Souvenirs 
Anybody’s Love Song ... 
Blue Skies—i“Blue Skies” 
Either It’s Love Or It Isn't 
I'll Close My Eyes. 

Let It Snow 


eee “* 


My Heart Goes C razy 


September Song 


Somewhere In the Night—+‘ ‘Three Little Girls In Blue”. = 


Sooner Or Later—;“Song of South” 


South America Take It Away—*“Calt Me } Mister”. . 


That's the Beginning of the End. 


They Say It’s Wonderful—*“Annie Get Your Gun” 
To Each His Own—i“To Each His Own” 
Uncle Remus Said—t“Song of the South” 


Years and Years Ago 


_... 


t Filmusicat. * Legit Musical. 


—1"Dead I Reckoning” 


Linger In My Arms ¢ a Little Longer Baby. 
-t‘My Heart Goes Crazy” 
Put That Kiss Back Where You Found It 


They mostly are tunes 


.Witmark 
..T. B. Harms 
.Miller 
Berlin 
.Mood 
Maurice 
Morris 
Bourne 
Burke-V. H. 
Robbins 
.Crawford 
Triangle 
.Santly-Joy 
ce coe Witmmark 
ABC 
Berlin 
Paramount 
Santly-Joy 
Bourne 








and His 
INTERNATIONAL ORCHESTRA 


. 


BILLY ROSE’S 


DIAMOND HORSESHOE, NEW YORK 
Indef. 


EXCLUSIVE 


MANAGEMENT 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


aie} ; 
745 Fifth Ave New 


GLASER, Pres. 
York 22 


PL. 5-5572 


| 


lessen.” | 
Gardens, | 


| dance at Chapel Hill when 
| tract called for 


(Week Ending Dec. 14) 
Old Lamplighter. ..... Shapiro-B 
Ole Buttermilk Sky. .Burke-VH 


World Singing Song. ....Robbin 
Sentimental Reasons. ...Duchess 
White Xmas .Berlin 


Rumors Are Flying.. cees Oxford 
Gal in Calico. .... Remick 
Winter Wonderland. a .BVC 
Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah . .Santly-Joy 
September Song. .Crawford 


Second 10 


Sooner or Later Santly-Joy 


Five Minutes More. Morris 
Things We Did Summer... Morris 
You Keep Comin’ Back Berlin 
For You, For Me ...Chappeil 
If You Were Only Girl Mutual 
Girl That I Marry. Berlin 
This Is Always BVC 
Guess I'll Get Papers C-P 
Coffee Song Valiant 








U. of No. Carolina Suit 
Vs. T.D. Filed; Ask 116 


Damages Over 1-Niter 


Raleigh, Dec. 17 

Formal order was filed Saturday 
(14) against Tommy Dorsey by U. of 
North Carolina Order of the Grail 
Asking $11,000 damages for breach 
of contract, Grail, a student dance 
society, wants $5,000 from T.D. for 
breach of contract. Alleging that 
Dorsey used only 19 musicians for a 


his con- 


36 players, another 


|.$5,000 was sought for loss of profits 


i only 16 


i} make his 


| fore 


due to breach of contract 
damages was 
failure to give 
cert. 


, and $1,000 
asked for Dorsey's 
a full two hour con- 

Originally, 
filed on 


papers in the suit, when 
Dorsey, asked damages of 
$20,000. No explanation was made 
for the reduction to $11,000. Dor- 
sey claimed his contract called for 
men plus himself and this 
probably will be his defense 


Paul Whiteman Jr. To 








Debut Own Band in N.Y. 


will | 


Young Paul hiteman, Jr., 
debut as a maestro next 
Sunday (22) when he moves his five- 


piece combo into the Iceland Res- | 
taurant, New York. The 22-year-old | 
only son of “Pops” Whiteman has 


been drumming with the Paul Ash 
band at the Roxy theatre, N. Y. Be- 
that, he worked the Capitol 


| theatre with his dad's band. 


| drums, 


wiil have Whiteman on 
plus an electric organ, two 


Group 


| trumpets and a trombone. 


| 








RCA Higher-Ups Back Aides in Row 
With WB on Song Assignments 





Canton’s $15-Year Diskbox | 


License Fee in Jeopardy 
Canton, Dec. 17 


All but forgotten since its pas- 
sage by City Council in June, 1945, 
an ordinance imposing a $15 yearly 


license on disk boxes in 
nally had its day in 
Owners of some 400 machines in the 
city had obtained a temporary re- 
straining order 17 months ago which 
prevented city officials from en- 
forcing the law Common Pleas 
Judge George N. Graham wil] now 
decide whether the temporary order 
should be made permanent. 

Police Chief Elmer E. Clark said 
he had received only oceasional 
complaints. Police Capt. William 
J. Harrison, head of the Child 
Welfare Bureau, testified on cross- 
examination that the phonographs in 
themselves could not be 
as contributing to 
lingquency 


BIG NUT CUES MOSS 
BOW TO TEX BENEKE 


Run of the Tex Beneke-Glenn 
Miller orchestra at the 400 Club, 
New York, has been cut from six 
veeks to four. This move was agreed 
to Jate*last week following Beneke’s 


Canton fi- 
court recently 


rs 


classified 
juvenile’ de- 


opening, in direct’ contrast to the 
previous refusal by Nat Moss, 400 
operator, to let Beneke out of the 
final two weeks of his run. 
Apparently the convincer set in 
following Beneke’s opening Thurs- 
day (12) night. While his business 


has been good, an improvement over 
previous figures with other bands, 
the size of Beneke’s band (31 musi- 
| cians, five vocalists) forced a back- 
| breaking $4,750 guarantee, plus the 
| first $1,250 in covers and 50% of 
| all covers 
| finally induced Moss to let the band 
out of the final two weeks of the 
date, It will close Jan. 8. 
Meanwhile, Moss had been assert- 


+ 


Dispute between Herman Starr, 
head of the Warner Bros. music 
publishing group, and officials of 


RCA-Victor’s Recording  Divisien 
came to a head last week when 
Starr went to higher RCA execs with 


his complaint and assertedly was 
tcld that decisions of Jim Murray, 
general manager of the recording 
division, and his assistants were 
final. Starr was also told, it’s claim- 


ed, that 
fied with 


RCA was completely satis- 
the operation of the depart- 


ment, despite his allegations 
Murray and Eli Oberstein, head 
of RCA’s artists and repertoire, have 


for some time been at 
with Starr over the 
WB songs to artists. Starr has felt 
that the handling of his tunes has 
not been to the best interests of 
such major catalogs as his Harms, 
Inc., Remick and Witmark, among 
the highest-rated firms in the Amer- 
ican Society of Composers, Authors 
and Publishers. Recently, Starr and 
RCA temporarily buried the hatchet 


loggerheads 


assignment of 


when the publisher agreed to be 
the first to accept a 1*4c royalty on 
the company’s new 60c disk price 


His bow to the 
automatic 2c royalty, 
retail price increase 
the result of an agreement that his 
tunes would be assigned to artists 
more to his liking. The 
resulted in RCA’s 
other pubs into the 

However, the 
for his 
parently 
to him, 
anew, 


reduction from an 
due to the 


from 50c. was 


accord 
whipping of all 
1%4c¢ line. 

artists Starr drew 
songs under the deal ap- 
‘still were not acceptable 
and the dispute broke out 
culminating in his presenting 
his case to higher RCA authorities. 


Morris Sets Up Music 


thereafter. This obligation | 


| poses, 


| ing that he had talked to Tommy 
Dorsey and that the latter was | 
amenable to opening at the spot | 
immediately after his Capitol 


theatre, N. Y., date, starting Dec. 26. 
This move by T. D. would have been 
|} an about-face since Dorsey had been 
'most definite about laying off for 


| a couple of months at least following | 


ithe Capitol. Dorsey flatly denies, 
| however, that he has any plans con- 
‘cerning playing the 400. 


|}ing to Henry Spitzer, 


Firm for Republic Pix 


Designed to handle clearance of 
background music for Republic pic- 
tures, new firm known as Motion 
Picture Music Corp. has been set up 
by the Edwin H. Morris combine. 
Organized chiefly for technical pur- 
M.P. Music will have no ex- 
ploitation staff. 

Republic will have a participating 
interest in the Morris subsid accord- 
general man- 


|'ager for Morris. He also stated the 
|new company would publish very 


| few songs. 





Annette Warren, femme warbler 
and ‘88er, inked by Black & White 
records. 























‘ fOMMY TUCKER 


and time te get your 
COLUMBIA releases of 


AULD LANG SYNE 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
| LOVE YOU (theme) 
THE MAN THAT COMES AROUND 


Personal Mar.: JOE GALKIN, Music Corporation of America 
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eye « 
‘ Familiar Face M SIC Notes 
{ n Surve Chicago, Dec. 17. ll 
Frank Dailey, After Wes er ’ Lew Diamond, bandleader, 
who has town sewed up with | Johnny Green and Leo Robin squiggled to compose six ditties fo: Deanna 
’ fill-in jovs, pinch hitting at top | Durkin's forthcoming “For the Love of Mary” .Dennis Day prepving 
B d Won { Solve La spots on regular band’s night off, six-sided album of Harry Lauder’s songs for RCA-Victor Mel 7 me 
ee S Caper all S Was introduced lo Cincinn itl inked for eight stanzas at Copacabana, N. Y.. opening May 5 Lee Savi) 
visitor at Blackhawk = restau- Musicraft Records’ sales manager, on Coast this week checking western 
Frank Dailey, who had decided * oi o rant by owner Don Roth | distribution. P 
xpensive name bands foi : . “Do I know him,” asked the | “you Won't Forget Me,” new tune by Fred Spielman and Kermit 
oe = . Paper Tape New Gimmick visitor, “I saw him at the Chez Goell, bought by Metro for “Daddy Is a Wolf” production Bill Darnell 
I Meadowbrook, Ceca ——" ° Paree Wednesday night, Stevens formerly caroler with Bob Chester orchestra, signed by Keynote Records 
N. J til current } me aye See In Recorded Field Thursday night, College Inn for album Fred Finklehoff, screen scripter, and Larry Daniels, former) 
‘ T hanged is mad i Saturda afternoon, Palme! with Tommy Dorsey's Embassy Music Co., have teamed up on Coast wea 
i ' tel m ; ‘ House Monday night, and will shortly open new sheet-publishing firm Russ Morgan band la 
4 Lat t t AveIe cing he tonignt Doesnt week sliced two new sides for Decca Franz Steininger it work cleffi; " 
ss " ' cor . ous 2 e ( ago’ ha iny Other nigh a new core for Eagle-Lion’s “Bedelia Ben Oakland-Herb Mapidson 
: uM - paper tap a = In » band? ditty, “Not So Easy to Forget,” bought by Metro for inclusion in “So; 2 0 
to h | listen liana Steel Prox L0., V py the Thin Mar Same studio also has purchased a new Leslie Kirk tune 
. eter nknow! tsiie tae purported to ’ ° eer Lilac Time on Mackinac Island” for “This Time for Keeps” pik 
to ind lon — l . . ol . - Jose Granson, chief of Shapiro, Bernstein. Inc.’s Hollywood } 
U - ul Huc sters a e N Y. this week for huddles at headquarters ‘The Kit Vie 4 
n Chic , - r i cut eight sides for forthcoming M-G-M label Lee Cooper ha ed 
’ Dail has a . : paper, § eorern oe , in Hollywood from N,. Y. to take over Coast charge of Pemora Joe 
i to the curre nt 0 stum} flux allo which can be lemagne- oe os e | Verga formerly with Walt Disnev’s musical dent _ has joined ( WWitol 
es Not He in buy heaper, lesser tized in a re-reeling process end On Particl atin Records as assistant to Jim Conkling, artist-and-repertoire chief. Conkling 
kno bands ready for immediate reuse vo 5 now is in N. Y. for recording sessions with Sam Donahue, King Cole 
Dailev feels that the only thi pared to wire tape, Cost bo etegra-tal Trio and Stan Kenton .Dave Marshall tabbed musical direcior for Eagle 
to ione under the circumstance ing a half-hour = — oS SEU oe > Records, recently formed Hollywood odd-label Pinky Tomlin last week 
; » string along with established third cheaper. Spools pale: Se ae or nal asis Slashed four new sides for University Records Johnny Moore's Thi 
it those combos can cut retail about $1.00 as against $9 Blazers back in Hollywood after cross-country one-niters and next 
ae 13s costs sufficiently to put and up tor the metal recorders will commence cutting first album for Exclusive Record Pat Friday 
nrices more in ling ith the Special recording mat hines were Hollywood, Dec. 17 etched two new platte for Enterprise Sam Weiss. of Morri ' 4 
ty ess that they hat CC] leveloped v0 handle me Som rege 5 \ bel, Huckster Record firms DacK Or Coast after N, y trek Rickey Jordan vel one 
H } ions t ( \ coop aulo or ul Midwest he lea people holding a pie platter pact Vv Exclusive First tern paper i ued bv waxery j 
ccomplis I Cal “ wweh Institut ft KK is ty, Mo , 7 Ul : are nterest-holders prih) Exel ive lso S culting Toul side this weel with Jo¢« i 
ers of his ilk will be able to Models are similar to magazines on Son ame band leaders In this orch Pilotone Records will invade classical field for first time. wit! 
lower food and drink prices, which | }©m camera projectors. tc the | C88: however, ownership is really | aipum py Metropolitan Symph Bob Nolan and Sons of the Pioneers 
have lately been set so high as to Inventor Hugh Howell expects a a working interest since all partners | \i)) cut two new oatunes for RCA-Victor this week. Meanwhile Decca 
contribute heavily to the current | tape in the near future to agree ontribute labor or talent prepping re-issue of album by combo Smokey Rogers waxed four rustic 
‘ing b.o. He feels now that this th presen: shellac method of - It all started with a master disk rhythm tunes over weekend for Four Star Records Del Courtney combo 
the primary reason for the pub- , recording and also to make a “Sleepy Baby” and “Did I Re-| pa, cut four new sides for Enterprise ex Atchison has sliced two more 
mf eckapanl in the top bands, | o* Hollywood recording due to ohee a Sa which partner Dick Gold prairie plaints for King Records Bob Hayward, last with Exclusive. 
al the fact that some of them | ease of editing and patching that received from the defunct Bel-Tone has been tabbed by Black & White Records Jerry Lester heads east 
have been around o long has | Can be done en PSEer Pros ‘ Records in lieu of monies owed him. | gest of year to become New York representative of Freddy Martin Music 
nothing at all to do with the public’s Product In demon tration in Chi 4 tig Wayne, former vocalist with re: ’ , ; 
of mterest was very good in reproducing preddy Martin, supplied the idea of ine 
j middle and lower voice and musical forming and using the name Huck- ° . * Sam Rowland bov on KWKW 
To substantiate his point that the register. but control was weak on sters Jack Beekman, of the Danny Von Tilzer Wins | Holly wood, as disk jockey in’ Janu- 
ob ag ge mg bce pete a the high ree eae Winkley one i griow" qn | J ary He's music editor for Lock and 
t! experiences of waiters and} e W ayne, supplied | ; * seam - -_ son } j is currently in New York arranging 
, capital with which pressings were | a 
one ee nis niaaggentiaal raga ch Govt Lifts Curb obtained. Red Doff was brought in A al Vs Vo é j'o operate from here in that ca- 
They find patrons ee es bs ® | to do publicity, Ira Cock, disk | « pacity. 
oe that they "nf pe deners | jockey on indie KFAC, promised as ee : 
when their checks reach a certain Graig ire a eae holdem Macienem The opinion of Judge William 
total, indicating that a certain figure oe As ——— i *rederick | Bondy in N. Y. federal court in fa- 
had been marked as the limit of ! ii aper 0 e obtained the okay from Frederic vor of Marty Vou Tilser eaninat TOP HITS oF YESTERDAY 
: is ; meet Wakeman, a Winkler client, for the : : _" 
their spending for that evening. ’ pag A ena Jerry Vogel Music Co., involving 
. ‘ : eae | .. | use of the title and a facsimile of . 
That's only’ one of many angles All danger of Government restric- the book’s cover as label art seven songs composed by Von Til- See 
walters now run into, tion on the use of paper by music | On delivery of the first order of )2¢" Was unanimously upheld by ¢ R EAT POPULAR 
= aa publishers was litted last week with | | 1,000 platters, all hands pitched in to, three judges of the U. S. District bas 
the receipt: of a directive by the | | peddle them to music shops, selling Court of Appeals in N, Y., last STAN DARDS TODAY 
Top Tunes for Your Books | Musie Publishers Protective Assni.'s | out completely within a couple of Thursday (12). The issues involved ’ 
3 ; Walter Douglas that applications to davs. In the two weeks of its exist- | 4" important copyright question, 
An All-Time Favorite the Governinent for “inventory ence, the platter has now hit 30,000 and is considered important in e@s- 
os were no donget necesenry. and more orders continue to pile in. tablishing aw in ay field . ceny” 
EXACTLY Previously, each year, Douglas took Though still pushing only the one | Tight. Case has been in litigation for 
stock and applied accordingly. platter, expansion is planned. Andy | S¢veral years. 
Order originally had been re- Phillips band and the Velvetones The decision holds that Vogel Mu- 
L : K t | ceived late in November, wut the |are on the initialer, however with | sic, defendant, infringed on copy- 
exclusion of — other forms | establishment cinched the plan now rights to such old songs as “I Want 
| of sega publication forced with- | is to spot showcase Wayne on the A Girl Just Like the Girl Who Mar- 
Y 0 U oie lite art = get | disks and use Hucksters as the step- | ried Dear Old Dad,” “Down On the 
quent letter clarified the hyo — | of for the singer whom the agency | Farm.” “All Alone.” “When Harvest 
. eed - - prone: oS SRE: PHO had been unable to spot favorably Days Are Over” and several other 
Music by eee coo aa hp ete until the birth of the firm that cost | old-time hits. The music company 
JIMMY McHUGH | Ben Sabia, formerly with Mutual | vane i ye ee ee Boy after on 
Shapiro-Bernstein | and Robbins, now operating his own | | pee el ag da sates — 
|frm, Greenwich Music Cotp | Bill Karzas Adds 3 | heirs of the Ivric w riters who had 
conan merece ‘ . ‘ ‘ 
Bary oo | collaborated with Von Tilzer. The 
’ Midwest Ballrooms To | question involved on the appeal was 
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Chi’s Aragon, Trianon 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 


Three of the largest ballrooms in 
the middle west were sold this week 


to William Karzas, owner 
gon and Trianon dance spots 
| Karzas added the Surf. Clear 
Iowa; Terp, Austin, Minn.: and 
Prom Ballroom, Minneapolis. 


| Who will be ret 
| capacity, 
| Buyout will 


not affect 


| policy, which will have a large influ- 


able to offer large blocks of time to 


new — 


COAST SHEET SALES 





IN SEASONAL CLIMB «<<<» 


| Hollywood, Dec. 17. 
| Sheet music sales have alee 
mightily in this area since first of 


month and as result biz has 
normal for season, according 
| ern dealers and jobbers. 


become 


; is best month of year. 
| pubs hereabouts are taking ne 

| slump which skidded sales down 35% 
generally. 

top-selling sheets 


Coast is “White Christmas,” which 


| climbed atop list ten days ago and 
| probably will perch there until Santa 


scamps. Since the ditty was pub- 
lished in 1942, it has been given an- 


nual revival by Irving Berlin and} 
each year noses to top rung during | 


the weeks preceding the holidays. 


of the Ara- 
here. 
Lake, 
the 
All 
| were owned previously by Car] Fox, 
ained in an advisory 


personnel 
| and Karzas will institute name band 


ence on band booking with his being 


bands that will play his circuit. 
Kenneth Moore, now associated 
with Karzas, will be active in the 


to west- 
Picture fur- 
ther is brightened by fact December 
Consequently, 
w lease 
| on life after the thudding five-month 


on | 





whether the estates of these lyric 
writers could assign the renewal of | 
copyrights to Vogel Music, 


Louis 


for Harry | 
Von 


that these 


Nizer, counsel 
Tilzer, contended 
rights remained vested in the Von 
Tilzer company. During the litiga- 
tion it was claimed that Vogel's busi- 


ness was a re-publishing business 
and that the manner in which he 
claimed to have obtained assign- 


ments from estates did not support 
the rights he claimed. Additionally. 


it was held in the case that where | 
folios are printed, composed of a | 
| collection of songs, such folios do | 
not constitute printed copies like | 


each piece of sheet 
| Von Tilzer did 
on such folios, 


music. 
not owe 


Also that 
royalties 


Because of the complexity of the 
| issues, the District Court had granted 
| $10, 000 counsel fees to Von Tilzer’s 
counsel. Cireuit Court of Appeals 
held that there was “no abuse of 
the amount of attor- 
awarded.” Accountings 
profits and damages will be the 

step in the proceedings. 
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CHRISTMAS COMES BUT ONCE A YEAR 


| HAGGAR MUSIC CO., Publishers 
1619 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y. 


HOLIDAY SONGS! 


EAR, HELLO 
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- Some of Ray's Recent Sponsers 
I s 
; Philip Morris 
it Eversharp-Shiek Razor 
: Procter and Gamble 

Model Tohacee 
Colgdte 
Clark Candy 
: Mennen Shave Cream 
0] 
le Warner Brothers 
: Wildroot Hair Tonic 
! Shaeffer 
t} 
W, 
is 
a- “The readers of Band Leader Billboard: ‘“Velvety violins of 
Mag. and Record Revue voted Ray Ray Bloch's orchestra . . . choir 
— Bloch's Humoresque as the fourth and voicings add vocal color to 
ranking record in the Dec. platter ony record.” 
revue.” 
The Record of the Month Club 
for Dec. selected Ray Bloch's re- 

; cording of Begin the Beguine. 


RAY BLOCH Records Exclusively For 


Sugai Records 


15005 LIMEHOUSE BLUES 
MEADOWLAND 


15008 THE BELLS OF &T. MARY'S 
SPELLBOUND 


15011 FULL MOON AND EMPTY ARMS 
POLLY WOLLY DOODLE 


15015 ESPANHARLEM 
JEALOUSY 


15054 BEGIN THE BEGUINE 
HUMORESQUE 


In Signature Album S-2 
15050 THE WAY YOU LOOK TONIGHT 
SMOKE GETS IN YOUR EYES 
15052 ALL THE THINGS YOU ARE 
PEOPLE WILL SAY WE'RE IN LOVE 
15051 THE VERY THOUGHT OF YOU 
A PRETTY GIRL IS LIKE A MELODY 





Featuring Monica Lewis 
15013 THE WHIFFENPOOF SONG 
THE HOUSE |f LIVE IN 


15029 SHOULD | TELL YOU | LOVE YOU 
PUT THE BLAME ON MAME 


x 15042 THE CAT AND THE CANARY 





PANT CBs ylets Prides! 15% 
me ee 


one Oe ore mn Reueawdnra anaes. 
clea aiitemas cd eaiase?~" “Gale pel seta 7 


WALKIN' WITH MY SHADOW 
15046 FOR YOU, FOR ME FOREVER MORE 
AU REVOIR 
15047 CRADLE SONG 
SWEET AND LOW 
es 15055 WITHOUT YoU 
Be SOUTH AMERICA, TAKE IT AWAY 
se 15060 UNCLE REMUS SAID 
ets A RAINY NIGHT IN RIO 
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Featuring Bobby Doyle 
15035 TWILIGHT SONG 
ADVENTURE 
15039 AND THEN IT'S HEAVEN 
YOU KEEP COMING BACK LIKE A SONG 


15057 A SERENADE TO AN OLD FASHIONED GIRL 
1 WONDER WHO'S KISSING HER NOW 


15058 WHITE CHRISTMAS 
SILENT NIGHT 
Featuring Bobby Doyle and Monica Lewis 


15037 WHY DOES IT GET SO LATE SO EARLY 
TWO SLEEPY PEOPLE 
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Phil Harris’ “The Dark Town | 
Poker Club” (Victor) is one of the | 
most objectionable records to come | 
along in a great while. First of all, | 
let it be understood that neither | 
Jarris nor Victor, (nor the defunct 
ARA label, which marketed it a few 


months ago by Harris) is being ac- 
cused of anything but stupidity. “The 
Poker Club” is flagrantly Uncle 
Ton which is to say that it ridi- } 
cules the Negro Writing credits 
list “Williams-Vodery-Navez” as the | 
authors. which may mean that the 
late Bert Williams had a hand in the | 
composition, In any event, it is the 
idiom which he fancied 

Personaily, we are a bit too young | 
to know much about Williams. We 
are. however, acquainted with the 
album of his stuff that Columbia | 
brought out a few years ago. In its 
day, it may have seemed excrutiat- 


ingly funny but to us today it seems 





merely embarrassingly subservient. 
There is more than a shred of evi- 
dence to support the suspicion that 
Har looks upon himself as_ the 
modern Bert Williams. If that is so, 
Suggested Program 
“Don't Be That Way”—Benny 
Goodman (Victor) 
You Took Advantage of Me” 
—Lee Wiley (Music Box). 
“Someday” «<= BOD E be rly 
(Decca) 
~‘The Blue Danube” — Henri 
tene (Vietor ). 
“Drop Me Off at. Harlem”— 
Duke Ellington ‘(Columbia ) 
“Kansas City Kitty”’—Rudy 
Vallee (Victor). 
“Of Thee I Sing”’—Russell 


Bennett (Sonora). 





—————_ — 





he oucht to grow up. This is 1946 | 


and tempus fugits and the side- | TOo ae and eS lave seggne 
splitting humor of yestervear has |} Every hing" is boogie a = 
become the bad taste of today. We Miss | Lee handles it creditably. | 
don’t mean to sound holier-than- | “Lovin’ Time” is in slower tempo | 
thou, because liberalism can go to | 2d She sounds a bit more at ease. | 
tiresome lengths. But we do feel | There seems little doubt that both 
that “darky” humor and the gags | Sides will, as they say in the trade, 
about razors are out of place im a | pick up the nickels. 
werld that presumes to be eniight- | 
enca Wax Facts 

We plaved “The Dark Town| Bing Crosby does the great “Sep- 
Poker Club” the other night while | tember Song” ‘Decca) in a way that, 


eur Negro maid was serving dinner. 
It was a situation for which we held 
beth Harris and Victor accountable. 
It's not a very funny record. It’s 
bad taste is shocking. It also hap- 
pens to be pretty dull. 

Reverse, fortunately, “Wood- 
man, Spare That Tree” and it will 
probably do a land office business 
in the diskboxes, Harris is not with- 
out talent, but it is a pity that he 
should dedicate it to a thing like 
“Dark Town Poker Club.” 

To turn to pleasanter matters, 
Wingy Manone’s “Paper Doll” and 
*“Besame Mucho” 
Joe Manone from San Anton’ in the 
idiom he did so effectively in “Isle 
of Capri.” Not that either of these 
is another “Capri,” but simply that 
this is fine jazz humor. There is an 
abundant catalogue of tunes which 
suit Manone’s satiric bent and it 
remains for him and Capito] to in- 
vestigate them. We think both faces 
are worthwhile and will do nicely 
with jocks and jukes. We are sorry. 
though. that they are not quite what 
they should have been. 

Frank Sinatra’s newest is “This is 
the Night” backed by “Hush-a-Bye 
Island” (Columbia ). They’re both 
extremely pleasant, but “Island” 
strikes us as just a little bit cute in 
its lyric. The side here sounds like 
“Nighi” and, as is customary with 
Sinatra. it'll assail you from the 
Wurlitzers and over the air. 

li you've been wondering what 
ever became of the tenor, you bet- 
ter give a listen to a man named 
Clark Dennis, who is out on Capi- 
tol with “Peg O° My Heart” and 
“Bless You.” As tenors go, Dennis 
is more than ually acceptable. 
Fact remains, though, that as tenors 
£9, most of them went. Dennis may 
prove an exception, but you can't 
preve it by us. If you want to hear 
anew voice (or a voice that hasn't 
been heard for a while) listen to 
Bob Eberly sing “Someday” (Decca). 
Comparisons may be odious, but we 
think he has it all over any tenor 
around today. And if you're asking, 
we're 


is 


saving, yes. we do mean 
Danny O'Neill as well as Clark 
Dennis. 
Merle Travis’ “Se Round. So 


Firm, So Fully Packed” (Capitol), 
vocal with cowboy band. as they 
say on the label, sounds like a hit. 
not only in the hinterlands, but in 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 








clever humor in the lyric and you'll 
find it interesting. “Sweet Tempta- 
tion,” on the other side, recounts the 
irresistibility of a woman. That's 
nothing radical in the hillbilly field 


and neither, for that matter, is 
“Sweet Temptation.” As for “So 
Round,” though, it’s a fine thing 
and is hereby recommended to one 
and all 

Another Travis numbet Divorce 
Me C.O.D.,.” is given a fine rousing 
treatment by Foy Willing and the 
Riders of the Purple Sage on a new 
Majestic We think you'll like it, 
whether or not you wear spurs 
Incidentally, it would seem to us 
that metropolitan jocks fluff off hill- 
billy releases without listening to 
them. This is a great mistake. The 
hillbilly field, as we have had oc- 
casion to point out, is more aware 
of our times than any other form 
of popular music. In certain in- 
stances, the field even manages to 
produce some pertinent truths that 
have not been voiced elsewhere 

In the hot field we fancy Benny 
Goodman's twelve-inch side of “Oh, 
Baby!” (Columbia), This may be 


Benny's valedictory to the big band 
business. If so, he could hardly have 


‘ager of Don Redman and Hot Lips 
'Page. who’s assembled a nine-man 


delivered a more memorable one. | 
Band plays with discipline, enthus- 
iasm, and a maitchlessly easy beat. 


there are solos galore and most are 
of a high order. Vocal is by B. G. 


concert en- 
Evans, man- 


Newest of the jazz 
trepreneurs is Jimmy 


unit which will be billed as “Caval- 
cade of Jazz” at it’s Christmas Day 
preem at Turner's Arena, Washing- 
ton Leonard Feather will handle 
narration, } 
Personnel includes Page on trum- 
Charlie Ventura, tenor. sax} | 
Jackson, bass; Sidney Cat 
Happy Cadwell. tenor 
ax Neil Hefti trumpet Billy 
Bower, guitar; Tony Aless, piano, 
ind George Jenkins on drums. Dinah 





pet, 
Chubby 


lett, drums; 


Washington is slated as warble} 
Following the Washington opening, 
‘Cavaleade” is set for dates in 
Wilkes-Barre, Hartford, Newark and 
Town Hall, N. Y. 


| 


TD’S BAR VS. SAXMAN 
DAWES CAUSES RUCKUS 


Bob Dawes, sax and clarinetist 
who has been playing with Charlie 
Barnet’s band, lodged claim with 
AFM local 47 over weekend that he 
has been unfairly barred from play- 
Dorsey's Casino Gar- 


ing Tommy 
dens. Barnet opened last Friday 
(13) with a replacement in Dawes’ 


old chair, 

Last September, Dawes quit Dor- 
sey’s band and shortly after linked 
up with Barnet. At the time of the 


| 
| 


| switch, Dawes claims in appeal to 
|union, he gave TD nearly four 
weeks’ notice but that now he is | 
barred from Casino by AFM rule 


| because Dorsey claimed he had not | 


| himself and is unpretentious and 

| agreeable. This is a fine job and, 
we wouldn't be surprised, an en- | 

| during one as well. Obviously (be- 


| cause it is twelve-inches) you won't | Casino admits that Dawes cannot 


| be hearing it on the Wurlitzers, 
though. 

Peggy Lee. a Goodman alumna, | 
acquits herself with distinction on 





(Capitol) present | 


the Capitol of “Everything’s Movin’ 


if not top-drawer Crosby, is still 
superb. It’s backed by “Temptation” 
...He also has two potential juke 
smashes in the coupling of “A Gal 
in Calico” and “Oh, But I Do.” Our 
favorite Crosby of the week, how- 
ever, is “Does Your Heart Beat for 
Me?”...The most valid interpreta- 
tion of the “Mexican Hat Dance” to 
make its appearance in ages is Henri 
| Rene’s on Victor. 
| listenable. The backing is “Adios 
| Pampa Mia!” a tango played in ap 
propriate gaucho style.. 
new Louis Jordan this week—“Ain’t 
Nobody Here But Us Chickens” and 
| “Let the Good Times Roll” (Decca). 
“Chickens” promises to be one of the 
Tympany Five's biggest hits. ..The 
Andrews’ Sisters’ “Coffee Song” 














Best Bets 
Hillbilly—“So Round, So Firm. 
So Fully Packed” (Merle Travis) 
and “Divorce Me C.O.D.” (Foy 


Willing). 

Hot— “Oh, Baby!” (Benny 
Goodman}. 

Ballad — “It’s Lovin’ Time” 


(Peggy Lee), “This Is the Night” 
(Frank Sinatra), and “Septem- 
ber Song” and “‘Does Your Heart 
Beat for Me?” (Bing Crosby). 

Dance — “White Christmas” 
(Guy Lombardo) and “When 
You Left Me” (Larry Green). 

Novelty—“Paper Doll” (Wingy 
Manone), “Woodman, Spare 
That Tree” (Phil Harris), and 
“Everything's Movin’ Too Fast” 
(Peggy Lee). 





ceanemenienmemmeaneamiatenadl 





(Decca) is another nickelodeon win- 
ner, but it may not entice as much 
trade as its reverse, the newer “A 
Rainy Night in Rio”’.. Connee Bos- 
well’s “Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah” with the 


refreshing stuff. For one thing, Miss 
of whining (as so many girl-singers 


do nowadays). There is a forth- 
rightness about her delivery that is 





| tryout 
Bob Crosby band (Decca) is pretty | 'arely go out on a limb in such a 
|; Way on a new score, but RCA’s Eli 


It’s really very | 


.There’s a} 


| 


| 
very, very welcome. It’s a juke fave |!Howard Christensen. 
...Dececa has a baritone named will net continue. Neither is true... 
Warren Evans, who reminds one of Ditto reports Tommy Tucker was | 
Billy Eckstine, although he lacks to break up...Ben Cutler orchestra's 
Eckstine’s pronounced vibrato. You exit from Old South nitery, 
can hear him, accompanied by Sam | resulted in union’s withdrawal of all | 


Price's good little band. in “Don't Be | musicians 
cities too. There is a good deal of: Late” and “Mad About You”. 


Boswell never falls into the habit | Oberstein 


been tendered ample notice to get 
adequate replacement. 
Kermit Bierkamp. manager of | 


play the site at any time, and when 
Barnet was told of edict.. he com- 
plied. Dawes says he holds no beef 
against Barnet, as he figures 


the ballroom booking. 
ary hearing on 
| considered by 
Board on Thurs. (19). 

T. D.’s reason for the action 
Dawes is his burn against many 
his former musicians, who, he points 
out, lolled around Hollywood all 
last summer, working two and three 
days a week for which he paid a 
full week’s salary. 
was due to head east, many 
men in his band decided they wanted 
to stay in Hollywood. Dawes was 
one. It all contributed to Dorsé@y’s 
breaking up his band. 


It’s a Habit 


Pittsburgh, Dee. 17. 
local saxman 


A prelimin- 
the matter will be 
Local 47's Trial 


V3. 


Ken Bailey, 


|summer, only to get his notice a 
| couple of months later, is going back 
|into the downtown inn with his tric} 
| this week, perhaps to start another | 
| decade’s engagement. Bailey was| 
September by the Billy Yates four- 
some. 

Saxist will return with his old trio, | 
which includes Johnny Mitchell on | 


| 





the organ and Roy Zimmerman at 
the piano. 
_—————e scctetiadin ag 











New York 


; pressings 


| 


latter | 
had to ask him to go in order to get | 


of | 


Then, when TD. | 
of the | 


who 
must have thought he had a life-time | 


| job at Fort Pitt hotel when he cele- | 
*| brated a tenth anniversary there last 


} 


supplanted at the Fort Pitt early in} 


' 


' New Jazz Unit Formed By. BERYL DAVIS OF LONDON 


| Jimmy Evans for 1-Niters | 


SIGNED FOR M-G-M DISKS 


After being completely overlooked 
by Jack Hylton, Geraldo, Ambrose 
and other British orchestra leaders, 
Bery! Davis, 22-year-old English 
chanteuse who sang for over a year 
with the Glenn Miller Army band, 
will arrive here Jan. 5 to begin cut- 
ting platters for M-G-M-. She will 
play niteries, vaudeville, etc. 

Miss Davis, the “mystery girl” on 


last weeks Variery back cover, was 
signed by Willard Alexander after 
some of the boys in the Miller out- 
fit had bombarded him with letters 
about here Before signing with 


Alexander she had been cutting with 
several British bands for Decca, Ltd 

When Miss 
to the U.S 
M-G-M's platter) 


Davis pacted to come 
Marvin Schenck of 
signed her for 
early next = year. She 


leaves on the SS America Jan. 5. 





Inside Stuff—Orchestras-Music 


Mining Areas Unable a 
To Shake Effects Of 
Strike in Dance Dates 


Though the coal strike has been 
over for around 10 days, band book. 
ers are still feeling its effects jy 
selling bands to promoters in the 
mining areas, all of which are good 
dates. They say it will be many 
weeks before one-night promotions 





in many Pennsylvania ballroom: 
will be back on an even keel for 
| the simple reason that the strike 


| cleaned the area completely of ready 
| coin, and the next few paydays fo 
miners will be devoted 
up on debts, etc 


to catching 


This has made promoters in the 
affected areas reduce their plans 
to a minimum and some to shutte) 


temporarily until conditions get back 
to normal. 





Noose continues to tighten about the necks of many of the small, indie 


pop-platteries dotting the Hollywood area. 
smallies last week were padding around the Coast trying to peddle 
in an effort to raise quick 


masters to rival firms 
S. Treasury agents, after 


released 


taxes U 


Beset by bad biz, at least six 
un 
coin to 


riding the Coast boys but lightly 


ne 


t 


some time, have toughened and given indications they want all past taxe 


on the line by year’s end or else 


siderable debt to the government, 
delinquent taxes, adding 10°, 


as eac 


Many waxeries have been using the 10°, 
| tax coin raked off sales to meet other expenses and as result are in con- 


which uses a pyramiding system on 
h month’s dues slide by into arrears 


Some of the Coast smallies have permitted taxes owed to snowball into 
really staggering totals and as a result have developed severe jitters 


Band business people are a bit bothered by the prominence given the 


et al., in various newspaper 


breakup of various top bands such as Tommy Dorsey's, Woody Herman's, 
columns. 


They see the public getting the 


wrong idea from columnist remarks, which invariably fail to state that 
virtually every breakup is temporary and that the bands mentioned will 


eventually be back in business. 


| tract a majority of the outfits tempor 


about it than anyone else and it is 
departments impress upon record 
ments are not at all permanent 


American 


dealers and 


Federation of Musicians apparently 


Columbia Records, which has under con- 
arily out of business, is more bothered 


preparing to see that its exploitation 
others that the disband- 





is not too interested in 


whether it collects royalties per-record-sold by the many indie diskeries 


scattered around the country. 


Union has no staff to check on what sums 


are due AFM on the basis of contracts each disker must sign with it before 
going into business, and apparently it’s making no obvious attempt to col- 


lect. 
see that payments are made by the 
which recently folded, for example. 
rovalties on disks it sold. 
far 





William Randolph, called 


| Goodman and 


ture by Goodman coin. 
the new business gets going. 
| Randolph had been a photographer. 
| 
| 





It simply waits for the coin to be forwarded. 


“Popsie” by 
of writing his name on the walls of dressing rooms he played with Benny 
Woody Herman’s orchéstras as band boy, has started 
business in N. Y. as a photographer. 


It seems content to 
major labels only. ARA, Coast firm 
had never paid the AFM anything in 


Other indies have also gotten away with it so 


musicians, because of his habit 


in 
He's being backed in the new ven- 


The latter is keeping him on a weekly salary until 
Before he became associated with B. G., 


In an ad in Vartety by Oxford Music Corp., subsidiary of Santly-Jovy, 


two weeks ago, the company’s address, 1619 Broadway, New York, was 
| indistinct along with the names of Eddie Joy, one of its N. Y. reps. and 





Bill Coty and Ted Travers, Coast and Chicago reps, respectively. 











Barney Josephon, operator of Cafe 
Society Downtown, whose dismissal | 
'of J. C. Heard’s band last week over | 
la benefit played by the leader, | 
| agreed before N. Y. local 802 trial | 
| board Jast week that his action was 
hasty and the band will fulfill its 
| contract to Feb, 12... Elliot Wexler, 
|former manager of Benny Goodman, 
|intends going into his own record! 
business in the future. He's the 
owner of a disk distributing com- 
pany...RCA-Victor pulled unusual 
stunt last week. It had albums of | 
the score of the new “Finian’s Rain- 
bow” on sale at the Erlanger thea- 
tre, Philadelphia, when the show's | 
opened. Disk companies | 





| 
| 


pushed it through... 
Rumors persist that Jimmy Dorsey's 
reduction of operating costs will re- | 
sult in breakup of his band and that | 
his manager, | 
} 


| 


N. ¥. 


and closing of club... 
(Continued on page 63) 


10 Best Sellers on Com-Machines 


1. Old Li lighter (3) ¢ am, { Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
amplighter (5) (Shapiro-B). ...... | Kay Kyser...... . Columbia 
2. Ole Buttermilk (10 ‘ke-VH)..... { Kay Kyser... .....Columbia 
oe Deinatinies *** ) Connee Boswell. ......Decca 
3 For , ‘ ( { Ella Fitzgerald. ....,..Decca 
or Sentimental Reasons (4) (Leeds)... ) Charlie Spivak....... Victor 
ee , Frankie Carle... Columbia 

4. R ‘ ly 2 : ; 
umors Are Flying (12) (Oxford)...... ) Andrews Sisters... .Decca 
5. Whole Worl — . ‘ { Les Brown... _....Columbia 
nole World Singing Song (2) (Robbins) ) Jimmy Dorsey........ Decca 
6. Things Did ‘J _— A { Vaughn Monroe... . Victor 
ungs Did Last Summer (7) (Morris). . ) Frank Sinatra.....Columbia 
7. Zip-A-Dee- : 2) (Ss _ {Sammy Kaye......... Victor 
' " ee-Doo-Dah (2) (Santly-Joy)... | Johnny Mercer. .....Capiiol 
8. Five Minutes More (22 : fhe. { Frank Sinatra... ..Columbia 
ive Minutes More (22) (Melrose) ) Tex Beneke..... .. Victor 
9. Gal In Calic . {Tex Beneke.......... Victor 
al In Calico (1) (Witmark > ‘°° ) Bing Crosby....c.... Decca 
10. Coffee Song (8) (Valiant) Frank Sinatra ....Columbia 

Coming Up 
Sooner or Later (Santly-Joy) .......... aa Sammy Kave.. ..-. Victor 
Winter Wonderland (BVC)............. oe \ Perry Como.......... voenee 
| Andrews-Lombardo ..Decca 
Huggin’ and Chalkin’ (Hudson)... Hoagy Carmichael... .Decca 
On the Boardwalk (BVC) at { Dick , Haymes. -seeene Decea 
| Starlighters ..Mercury 
Passe (Feist) ...... owe § Tex Beneke.. ....... Victor 
“""""** ) Margaret Whiting. . .Capitol 
Christmas Song (Burke-VH) ..... aa { King Cole Trio.... . Capitol 
‘* ) Les Brown........Columbia 
if I'm Lucky (BVC) { Perry Como.......... Victor 
s Sea ee ‘"*** ) Jimmy Dorsey. ....... Decca 


[This Is Always (BVC) 


“@reee 


You Keep Coming Back (Berlin)... 


Best Man (Vanguard) 


Just Squeeze Me .... 


es 


... Columbia 
sees Decca 


{ Harry James 
“** | Dick Haymes 


{ Bing Crogby iceeaes seeeeen 
seeesee*s ) Jo Staffofd......... Capitol 
| King Cole Trio...... Capitol 


’ ) Les Brown........Columbia 


{ Paul Weston.........Capito! 
** 4 Dick Jurgens. .....Columbia 








Wednesday, December 18, 1946 


VARIETY 


VAUDEVILLE 59 





(hi Bistros Set New Year's Eve 
Tariffs Way Above Last Year's Bite 


Chicago, Dec. 17. 4 








Fields Shifting to FB 


Freddie Fields, currently with 
Abner J. Greshler agency, is set to 
join Frederick Bros. around Jan. 1. 
Fields will be in charge of Latin 
band bookings at the Fredericks 
office. 











Atlantic City Hotels, Bistros Prep For 
Largest Holiday Crowds Since Pre-War 


He’s a brother of Shep Fields, the | . Atlantic City, Dec. 17. 
Night club New Year's Eve tariffs *“My Favorite Story”’ frceoeey ant who’s also going into the | For the first time in six years 
—— ee + vear's » | agency business. ° + vay ™ 
gre hiked plenty over last year ° Varlety's eunuch eympectom of the | agency Louis Sobol it will be a normal Christmas here 
prices and several clubs for the first year's best laughs with much of the oldtime Yuletime 


time since the beginning of the war 
encouraging formal dress. 


@s recounted by 





Comics Overlap Each Other 


harks back te the 


gaiety recaptured as resort amuse- 


are . , x e ° ment places and hotels put out their 
Top spot is the Cameo Club with Eddie Davis ° ’ e hilarious Ho-Ha Club when very best for the holiday visitors, 
g109 cover, which includes supper 1," Howard At Friars Salute to Lewis; Night clubs are featuring the “no 
We ee ee ok oe om Howare ? iets ie og ican oa. dee eee : 
and all the champagnm 5 Prohibition i as in , no minimum ine in their 
drink. Mayfair Room of the Black- } E | re Frolic Grosses $20 000 ‘ advertising, with a few exceptions, 
‘aised the bite from . oe EX. 4Ewis b] and hope for g tuihic veniaens 
stone Hotel raise , Flower on Broadwa ‘ i 10} or good civilian crowds 
$27.60 per couple of last year to J C. Nugent Ihe scarcity of comedy material | bay these holidays to replace the uni- 
pel. i . » = 4 , > 
$33.60. Empire Room of the Palme - — is most evident at a benefit when a/| — formed lads of yesteryear. 
House is up from 1945 to $30 per Dr. W alter B. Pitkin | flock of comics show up and do their an editorial feature of Hotels again reflect the pre-war 
couple, Boulevard of the Stevens P , +t t ki ° ho — = spirit with gala decorations, special 
Hotel stays the same as before with mn =" oF wwe WHS OF War pre- dinners, choral music, and Santa 


a $30.50 charge. 
Chez Paree and Rio Cabana have 





VARIETY 'S | 











ceeded them. 
same material showing up frequent- 


The audience finds the 


VARIETY § 











Claus featured in all the leading 
boardwalk and avenue hostelries. 


lighting, erected while the soft coal 





‘over charge of $30 and $30.50 |ly. That was the situation at tl . Both Boardwalk and Atlanti 
set a cover charge of $3( seed . )y-, 2nat was the situation at the || 4]s¢ Anniversary Number owes Oe Santee 
respectively for their New Year's | 41st Anniversary Number | Friars Frolic at the Imperial thea- : avenue are ablaze with Christmas 
respectively, while the Walnut | | tre, N. Y., Sunday (15) when virtu- | 


Room of the Bismarck is charging 


| ally every comic in town came to|! 


hare : ti strike was on in the hope the miners 
The Blackhaw ick is $9.15. . | honor Ted Lewis to whom the shin- | would be called back before th 
$10. The Blackhawk nic W k | T W h A | he i Lewis tc Ds ormer l > aile ac crore tne 
Several other spots as yet have| a ely calms it ustin dig was dedicated. e n raves Now | holidays. The strings of red and 
e heir scales but pee ee on. ail — . | green lights stretch for si il 
not announced their sca F y d R d D | The audience was slightly em- D OK H ( d | ghts stretch for six miles 
are taking reservations. Latter are or all ers, oaec ate, barrassed by the repetition of funny | ong on ome roun |, along these two lanes. They are 
| heavy with several class spots | Jimmy Wakely, Monogram cowboy | material—but whether it’s the com-| Latin performers who spent the complemented on the walk by the 
already sold out. Bookers also re- player, and Gene Austin start a series | ic’s fault or that of writers who sell | war years in America are gradually | hotel Yule illumination and by the 


port heavy demand from neighbor- 
hood spots for talent which indicates 
strong biz for outlying districts, 



































the St. Charies| 


, theatre, New Orleans, today (Wed.). 
‘Duo will carry five additional per- | 


of theatre dates at 









































the same material to several comics 


| is something for performers to fig- 


ure out. At any rate the audience 
found the repetition tedious. 


finding their way 
Among those now 


back to Spain. 
in that country 


Argentinita, who is heading a troupe 





are Pilar Lopez, sister of the late | 





Christmas trees which have been 
erected in front of the big hostelries. 

While the Christmas holiday is 
expected for the most part to be a 































































































































































’ ; i ae ian ae “— SB wets Bins , at the Theatre Calderon. Appearing | quiet one, amusement and _ hotel 
leanor Powell’s Cafe Date |formers and are slated for a series In the old days, the talent made 2 See ; ees. otoage 
E jened last week | Of dates on the Interstate time in|a gentlemen’s agreement among with her are Jose Greco and Manola| people are Preparing for a sellout 
Eleanor Powell signe as eek bg sipgs Y cages ; ny ia Vargas, all flamenco dancers, who|crowd to welcome in the New Year. 
: late at the Chez Paree, Chi- Texas, and will do a rodeo appear-| themselves not to repeat. ~ ee : : ° 
for a date , ’ ance at Lakeville, Fla. peblinn a _| at various times worked with the Hotels and night clubs are already 
‘ago, starting in March. | . Curiously enough the freshest ma late dancer waileen ecenved 
cago, § ‘er ee an Dates are on @ percentage basis. | toy; it i] Ber t ancer, e-using reservations, 
. Film dancer is doing personal ap | | terial came from Milton Berle o Thomas Rios, husband of Miss 
a pearance for the first time in ane d ; ; ; a legend 2g gps avery Lopez, who while in this country Josephine Baker, pre-war colored 
t years and may later go into a Broad- | Carnival, Piste Sprucing rei eee gg ny a anes worked several Latin bistros, is ap- Paris revue star, will marry Jo 
| way musical. Ror New O&J Show cch shudiacior pete, Irae stuff, —o at the Casablanca club, | techn band leader, beginning of 
. —_— _- _ ___________ Ne | : ‘ ; ’ arcelona. anuary. 
i Nicky Blair's Carnival, N. Y., will Rca - on! ih ep PR omer - SaaEEEinmataan re ee 
1 ’ es ey at a oe ' show suffered from lack of diversity. ALY SENOS Ea SIC IN 
ce | shutter from New Year’s day to Jan. A comic followed a singer and vice- | 
9, date of the Olsen and Johnson | versa, Only other type performers | 
| preem. Spot will get a decoration | were the opening dance act of Prit- | 
1 | job and stage will be enlarged for| chard and Lord, Jim Wong troupe | 
“ AND the O&J engagement. Club closes| and the Hawaiian sequence from the | 
$ immediately after Milton Berle com-| Latin Quarter show. Lew Parker did | 
> | pletes his record-breaking 44-week| nicely as emcee during the first half, | 
- | date on the holiday eve. with Berle taking over for a portion. | 
0 | Olsen & Johnson will go in with a| Ted Lewis wound up emceeing the 
} | show which includes Beatrice Kay | LQ sequence. j 
! - land a multitude of stooges. Three} The three skits for the occasion 
4 are dancing away with the Pitchmen were previously slated to| came off fairly well. One on the life | 
show at Bill Miller's Em- jj go into that show, but apparently | of Ted Lewis with Milton Berle as 
bassy Club... presenting | deal fell through. the central character, other a bou- | 
: , : i oeenanenenen loir skit with Smith and Dale and | 
d highly individual routines in | the Friar membership did a bur- | 
n every tempo— they even llesque of emcees. Although writing | 
ii] 1 ° | 
; have a "HAPPY BIRTHDAY | | wasn’t the raciest, crowd seemed to 
| pe th ris enjoy these most. | 
a You a et fo * Majority of the ducats were sold to 
sneer jaun iness is unsur- | | showbusiness figures, most of whom | 
passed... always appear- | | didn’t go to see a vaude show. Con- | 
’ ing as a vision of mobile sequently more skits and blackouts | 
" beauty " | showing genuine effort from the | 
oamae membership would have been more 
VIRGINIA FORBES, ae ee | 
}} to the crowd’s liking. 
° New York Sun. |] HELENE and HOWARD || The affair grossed around $20,000 | 
Held O 7th Week ‘Oemedy Banco Autled with an SRO crowd present at a $25 | 
ver ee | a top. Proceeds include take from the 
EMBASSY CLUB. N. Y Wish Everyone souvenir program. x as a 
Paggibe Others who appeared included | , 
Thanks to BILL MILLER and A Merry Xmas Thelma Carpenter, Dorothy Baxter, LEKINGTOM AVENUE AT FORTY HINTH STREET + NEW YORK 22,6.¥ © WICK. 2-1200 
. BILL FICKS | Dir.; MATTY ROSEN Bill McGraw, Archie Robbins, Lil- | CkKeCuTive eFrree CAG. F JONSON, MANAGER 
" lian Roth, Anne Thomas, Marion | Decenber 12th, 1946 
. eee ey | Colby, Mack Triplets, Bert Frohman, | 
a — : —— 4! and Lenny Kent. dl 
° Calibre of the acts was generally | 
. . | die Ace 
r 7} 7| good and all performers got ae ee 
" 4 | mitts. ose. | Now York, New York 
; . Dear Radin hess: 
a 
7 , Walker Named Chairman iniinnesdiniinns tet ciate mitinses 
a cy = 6 
r Re Acrobatic Dance Star 0 f N rm ed SMWG - sas Gove yr - are Loe ee ane A aa 
a ewl Fo populerity. Yeur style ia presenting songe in a 
LEON AND EDDIE'S, New York y | reer tant tno 6 Sommmane telus be ate 
: Allen Walker has been named | 
"Estelle Carol, petite brunette siaiaee ; he newly | world of enterteimment and yrur initetione of 
2 P , : temporary chairman of the y your verious numbers ere execedingly clever. The 
2 hoofer, opened with an interesting formed Special Material Writers | commento thet we have received from patrons of the 
r acro dance and showed lot of high Guild. Group has completed a Glees Hat proves thet your set is the mest prpuler 
kicks, splits and butterflies. Fin- working arrangement with the | ene that hes performed in this famour room in many 
24 ished to @ nice hand.” American Guild of Variety Artists wathe. 
" —The Billboard. and plans to ultimately ally itself | You have captured the hearts nf the Gloss Bet 
eee with the Authors League of Amer- gotrene by presenting the ultimate in amerove 
" } yries. You are todey regarded as an rieen 
_ rn committee of the| eee po are hae 9 The 
' HOTEL NICOLLET, Minneapolis SMWG consists of Hughie Prince, | ee ak tas plane Ul on 
"Estelle Cerol, @ winsome, lis- Allen Sproul, Leo Fuld and Marty | patrene of the Glace Hat were privileged te en- 
: some lass who offers the rare com- | Roth. icy your fine performnces. 
: bination of — — Wishing you evmtipuced evecess, we are 
4 
| charm and fabulous feats o e i 
a Acrobatic Art." Attorney Louis Mandel Sineerely youre, 
: —— Exits Danny Kaye Setup ew 
4 ® " a . + : on 
| - Season's Greetings eS a a lg or a oe 
sone { ine (Mrs, } g | 
1 to My Host of Friends 4 | over the active business management Cah. F. SUID, mIACER. 
. Permanent T coun | of her comedian-husband’s affairs, | . 
: arryrow | whicl “ans attorney Louis Mandel | 
I whicn means a y | 
a Address: 16 Park Ave., Tarrytown, N. Y. 1145 has exited the combine. When Kaye | 
ithateianeaneeeen er first started in show business, his | 
‘ ae —_—_— a | “cabinet” comprised the yg 
| Miss Fine, who writes most o is | 
, 'special material, her collaborator | 
} . SEASON'S GREETINGS Max Liebman, and publicist Eddie 
, RECENTLY OUT OF THE ARMY Dukoff. 
} , 
L. Weil will now handle the , 
a BOB FREED wrens | — Willi Morris Management 
Fust Complete Shoreham Hotel legalistics and the . age ; + ting MCA ARTISTS LTD 
7 ed a Hilarious blr : - mine Reem, Snerenas agency, under Mrs. Kaye’s direction, . ° 
a pas pally will operate and execute the busi- 
Direction: Bert Jonas, 1650 Broadway ness details 
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Versailles. N. ¥. 
ean Sablon, Emile Pertti & Pan- 
chito Orch; $3.50 & $4.50 minivmwm 
Prounis and Arnold Ros 
field. operating this East 50th stre« 
mite \ tor and \ itt Joh \ Bog 
iano have been through the wars 
* A i ' ld 
literal] i yades Nick & Arnold 
P . t ) k to the 
. . i the { 
r. 
) I 
| c 1 
i 
know e a ypera 
Th, oe , h 
: S act They 
‘ 
. ) i 
ar S ) é 
e Cal B I Dwi 
Fiske And then, w! Sablor x 
thev know that a Bert 1 Bros ut 
next. can carry the roon 
Fundamental l\ the Versaille 
operates as one ot the beth ng 
ices in New Yorl That ’ 
fundamental attraction tor a Ct i! 
monevea clientele, wi ich re resents 
y Fo00"d ross-sect ol ou spena 
€1 7 ho { ot NOY ii the Stork 
( I Morocco strip 1 ! the 
le tractive i | N 
re hettel me { [ ) 
; ) M ( s ) 
yme t simila patter The 
averave check in the Versailles 01 
Monte Carlo compares, on a dolla 
value with almost any highlight 
tery 1! the count! That's O¢ 
cause the culsine S i Li¢ { ve 
potent ture 
When, therefore n comes Sab- 
lon it spells good showmanship in 
| 

















“LAFFINGLY YOURS” 


Hal Fisher 


Currently | 
CHASE HOTEL, ST. LOUIS, MO. | 


Dir.: WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


| 
| 




















iT HAPPENED IN MIAMI: 


For a change in pace—comedy 
highlight Buddy Lewis is a sensation 
of mimicry." 
—Dorothy Raymer 
Miami Daily News (Dec. 3) 





Night Club Reviews 


mi directions Like Fiske. who 
too brings a special type of audi- 
ence with him. Sablon—even though | 
h just closed at the Waldorf- 
Astoria’s Wedgwood Room—lures his 
own potent following, On top of the 
Versailles’ regular bu ’s little 


my 
ay 


ing 


siNness ts 


wonder that pre-Xmas, or not, the 
spot is doing bullish business 
’ As or Sablon, the French Crosby 
s ple i rOOVN 5) he muxe ) 
(; 1] fl \ Ca fy } 
\ A ; Ya ‘ n 
Re 
I s 20) nm the 
1 l " i \ ew 
pP PALIC S iS hn wel { tne 
R » = y} R [ T) 

A 

> ] 4 ) 

roe 

nake 1! very palatable songal 
Besid own p.a. syste (which 
went awrv the night caught), Sab- 
Lon vho is of very average stature, 
could stand a pedestal He vorked 
with o1 it the Wedgwood and a 
slight podium would make him visibl 

ll around the roon Otherwise the 
Emile Petti and Panchito bands 
vhip up ple y Oo tiptop dansapa- | 
tin A hel 

Zanzibar. XN. ¥. 

Ethe Waters Deep Rive Bows 
i4), Dusty Fletcher, Bunn Briggs, 
Princess Nyoka, Elaine Guster, Pee 
Wee Marquette: by Oliver Orch 
(17): Line (R) $°-$3 50 minimum 

Zanziba! boniface Car] Erbe 
seems to have found the answer 
to his talent problems, at least fo1 
the time being With rumors of 
other Manhattan niteries hitting a 

lump and already rearranging their 


+ 


tables to give a semblance of crowd- 


ed conditions Erbe booked Ethel! 
Waters to headline his new all- 
Negro show and the oldtime blues 


stylist looks set for a good run from 
night (13 
room, tor 


In the 


crowd almost filled 
the first time in weeks 
tradition of top old-time 
entertaine) Miss Waters isn’t stingy 

material, holding 


the 


with he the stage 
for a solid half-hour with nine songs 
—and the audience calls her back 
for an encore. With her individual- 
istic phrasing style, she’s almost as 
good as ever, though her voice 
cracked at several spots in the uppe1 
register Effortless singing instills 
plenty of feeling into the songs and 
she holds the audience enthralled 
in the closing spot. Material runs 
from standard pops, such as “Happi- 
ness Is a Thing Called Joe,” through 


special material, a medley from 
“Porgy and Bess” and her own 
“Stormy Weather” and “Cabin in 


the Sky.” Reginald Beane backs her 
excellently at the piano. 


| With a standard baton-waving rou- 


now until after New Year's. Opening | 


Zanzibar line (8) tees off the show | 


























INFORMATION SOUGHT ABOUT 
MORRIS & MORRIS 


voyone knowing whereabouts or other 
nformation concerning Isaac and 
Cassie Byrd Morris, vaudeville enter- 
iainers, please contact their son, Isaa¢ 
Leo Morris, Box 656 San Pedro, 
Calif or wire infortnation collect to 
661 MacArthur Ave., San Pedro, 


| STEVE EVANS 


Offering 
HAPPY TIMES & JOLLY MOMENTS 


Opening Dec. 19th 
KKO-BOSTON 











DIR.: MATTY KOSEN 


tine, with batoneer Elaine Guster | 
fronting. Terper Bunny Briggs is on | 
next, stressing ultra-fast. taps in | 
some clever routines. A good dancer, | 
Briggs still has plenty to learn about | 
showmanship. His custom of staring | 
into space instead of facing the au- 
dience hurts his selling technique, 
although he draws hefty applause. 
Deep River Boys (4) 
response with their ciose 
on a quartet of Negro 
mixing in some amusing 
their straight 
‘Necessity” from the 
‘Finian’s Rainbow.’ 
Balinese mus¢ 


elicit solid 
harmony 
folktunes, 

comedy 


SsINngINneg 


le 


Co ‘YOna 


in 


M her deadpan ser 
Dusty Fletchei 
with his stand 
although much of } 
the ng 


st even to 


orch does a ] 
and in pro- 
Despite its new- 
has apparently 
kinks and can 

the bigtime 
tops ana 
is a per- 


Stal 


\ I Hine Ov 
ne the show 

music 
ness band 
worked 
pe cl 
Oliver's arrangements 
about all that’s 


able vocalist 


. } 
out 11] 


its 


assed now in 
are 
needed 


SOI 


Missi 
Beach 
k Mad ra Orch (20) wit 
{ Cy Jan Be DeAn 
gelo & Vanya, Larry Best, Sacassas 
Orch (10): $3-$4 min 


Mocamibbsza. 
M ray 


tome 


Dec. 14 
n 
Patri imore; 


rt 


One 
Season, the 
trying for a 
sion, witl 
partners 


of red rooms last 
is 
protitable 


fresh 


the in-the 
Mocamba back 
winter ses- 
money and new 
1iding in bringing another 
expensive show in for seasonal de- 
but. The setup is an oddly balanced 
mixture of music and talent. and 
whether the spot will be able to 
stand the heavy competish is a moot 
question 

Enric Madriguera’s orch was 
originally booked in under a name 
band policy. Then partners decided 
to add posing a problem for 
whoever routines their shows. That 


agvaln, 


big 


acts 


Madriguera $6,500 salary had to be 
earned. Problem was solved, and 
not too adequately by handing him 
the emcee’s job and _ interspersing 


his well staged and finally arranged 
presentation numbers throughout 


the show. It made for uneven pace 
all the way. He'd go better if given 
one spot to showcase his orch’s tal- 
ents and that of Patricia Gilmore, 
who impressed with her zingy style 
and arrangements.. 

In the show section, Jan Bart is 
standout. The gargantuan tenor, who | 
switched over to this room from 
the Clover Club, hits solidly with 
his songs and voice impreshes. Tops 


stint 


with a “mike-aside” rendition 
of the aria from “Pagliacci” for 
| sock results. 


De Angelo and Vanya, nice iook- 


ing pair of terpers, purvey some 
| neatly devised routines, all done 
with an ease that adds class. Get 
| nice returns. 

| Youngster Larry Best joins the 
| parade of ex-Borscht belt comics 
who've been playing this town. 


Opens with liis best bit, an apple- 
eating story that sets off yocks. 
then struggles to keep up the pace 
and finds trouble making it. Most 
, obvious fault at present is the con- 
| stant stream of Yiddish injected 
into his stuff, with many in the aud 


losing the punch lines of his well 
turned dialect stories because of 
that annoying trick. Lad has _ pos- 


sibilities, possessing an ingratiatin: 
manner and clear delivery. But at 
Present he’d do well to eschew 
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those Yiddish asides and concentrat: 
on getting some material that will 
go as well as his apple-eater bit. 
Sacassas and his unit handle the 
rumbaddicts in top fashion, getting 
them on the dance floor in heavy 
numbers. Lary. 


| 


Philadelphia, Dec. 11. 
Sud Gould, Ronnie Cunningham, 
Grisha & Brona, Wayne Marlin Trio. | 


Line (15) Penny Davis, Eddie De- | 
Lucca Orch (8), Louis Del Campo 
Rhumba Band (8): $2 min. 


Frank Valertine’s Mocambo, Phil- | 
ly’s latest addition to the big-time 

nitery scene, is accenting production 

rather than names and the current 

edition rates igh. 

The line routines—nine femmes 

and six boys—are of musical com- 

edy caliber with costumes and ex- 

ecution showing both imagination 

and skill. Gals are both decorative 

and talented. Layout features Orien- 

tal numbers, best of which 


is one 








titled “Cutting a Persian Rug.” in 
which they so “jive-happy.” An- 
other standout is an animal-circus 
number. 

Dancing honors go to Ronnie | 
Cunningham, late of “Marinka.” The | 
slender danseuse knows her way | 
around and has the personality to 


sell herself as well as her terping. | 

The Wayne Marlin Trio combine | 
grace and skill in a smooth acro- 
Apache stint. 

Grisha and Brona offer a novelty | 
dance fronting the line in which | 
the gals appear are covered with | 
gold paint. 

Lineup is weak in the vocals de- | 
partment with one of the chorus | 


Mocambo, Philly | 


boys handling the mike for pro- 
duction numbers. 


In next-to-closing spot is Syd 
Gould, comic, late of “One for the 
Money.” Guy almost kills himself 


trying and has plenty of material. 
Should cull the wheat from the 
chaff, however. Has enough to give 
him a crack stint. Best of hfis paro- 
dies is one tagged “Morris,” which 
brings plenty of guffaws. 

Penny Davis, local rhumba 
er, holds a “champagne 
the customers 

Show accompaniment is 
under the baton of Eddie 
Lull plaved by Del ( 
mutnht 


teach- 
hour” for 


superb 
DeLucca 
‘ampo's Latin- 
half-filled 


wou when 1 


Shal 


Kitty Davis’, Miami 
Miami Bea Dex 1] 
Barrett. Tito lL Benny 
Merof) “th K VicLaughhn, 
Rohmer & Darrou Betty Lou Holt, 
Johnny Silvers Orch (7), Luis 

Roman Orch (6): minimum $2-$3. 


} 
l 


ithleen 


Ww 


opening 


ith the seasonal 


of 


month, 


most 
this 


discarded 


spots 
Danny Davis 
his 


in a 


has Latin-flavored 
higher-budgeted 


well-bal- 


policy to set 


package that adds ip 


] 


lo 
ance? 
Sho alSO Mark Lhe 


after a 


return of 
layofl 


any 


Sheila 
due to illne She 
of that talent for Despite 
loss of baggage ana music in a mix- 
up at the airport, and working in a 
street dress and with just the piano, 
she had them all the way with a 
nicely routined act Entrance was 
smart showmanship, with Benny 
Meroff, emceeing, interrupted by 
Miss Barrett from the floor with her 
drunk routine. She’s reroutined the 
bit from the debbie the average 
nitery lush, for yock results Fol- 
lows with radio takeoffs which kept 
them howling, then for change of 
pace turned in a dramatic bit on a 
cockney gal gett!ng the brush from a 

Yank soldier leaving for the 
This, too, wt done in sock stvle 
sent her away to sol returns 
t still hold them was 
when the usually noisy dinner 
hushed to listen. 

Meroff, looks better in a _ niteryv 
than he did at the Olympia theatre 
last week The corn goes 
and his fooling around 
other acts on the bill earns him 
plenty laughs. Best of his stint is 
the with wife Kathleen Mce- 
Laughlin (who opens the show with 


yeal 
hasn't lost 


mimicry, 


to 


states 
ana 
That 
proven 
crowd 


id 
1) 


she can 


with the 


biz 


some neat tapping?) and his straight 
‘top hat” routine 
Rohmer and Darrow make a noisy 


harmony-comedy 


team The com- 
edy songs go nicely enough, but 
when they essay straight dueting 
they get lost in off-keys. Betty Lou 


Holt scores with her acroantics, the 











ilk s&dlis | 
ROBERTS 


MENTALISTS en MAGICAL MASTERS 


Currently 


COTILLION ROOM 


Hotel Pierre, New York 
HELD OVER UNTIL 
JANUARY Ist, 1947 

Per. Rep.: HARKY GREEN 








better, | 


twists and somersaults getting 2008 
response. 

ito Coral gets over fn top fas! ion 
with his Latino song versions. Stand 
out is “Babalu.” Lad was on for six 
numbers and could have stayed fo, 
more, 

Johnny Silvers and his oren bacl- 
ground in hice manner, while Luis 
Roman and his Latin band make the 
rumbaddicts 


| 


happy with their 
authentic Cubano rhythms Lary, 
Rio Cabana, (hi 
Chicago, Dec. 14 
Cross & Dunn, Park & Clifford 
Jon & Inga Zerby Nancy Doran 
Don Bradfield, Line (6). Cee Dania 
son Orch (8): $3-$3.50 min 
Aftel several weeks | Jac 
Miles Honeysuckle Rose { 
rs Can now bring the ki is to 
O/\ here, which lack bl yf 
ee! gly popular with client 
1 fast moving revue wit} 
of act providing diversified 
tainment 
Pace is set by line which appears 
yesteryear garb, with original 


production music piped by baritone 


Don Bradtield, who does appropriate 
job. Nancy Doran comes into scene 
with nifty ballet work, costumed ‘o 
fit in with theme 

Youthful ballroom pail Jo & 
Inga Zerby, remembered for the 


(Continued on page 70) 








THE EXCLUSIVE AND AMUSING 




















LAURETTE and CLYMAS 


TORONTO 
Normandy Roof . Montreal Star 
Dee. Sth, 1946. ** - LAURETTE AND 
CLYMAS, TODAY . probably THE 
CLEVEREST AND MOST POLISTIED 
.. DANCING COMEDIANS BEFORI 
rH NORTH SMERICAN PL i- 
Se 
“They combine Terpsichorean 
SKILL. WITH \ MASTERY OF 


rANTOMINE, which enables them to 
present u complete picture, and pre 
sent a complete story with each in 
dividual dance... AND THEY AK 
ALWAYS GRACEFUL.” 
S. MORGAN-POWRIEI. 
Canada’s eminent Drama Crit 














BOB 
BROMLEY 


Now 

in 8th 
Month 
Palladium 
Theatre 
London 








Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 

*% Draw from our library, one of the 
largest, most comprehensive = in 
Showbiz! 

*% 1947 Catalog FREE! 

*% Exclusive material our specialty! 


J. & H. KLEINMAN 


25-31-K 30th Road, L. |. City 2, N. Y. 
Telephone: Astoria 8-6965 






































JACK KALCHEIM 


Circle 5-6358 





1650 Broaaway, New York 


DEL CARTIER 


Take pleasure in announcing to all their 
friends the formation of a partnership 
serving every branch of show business. 


KALCHEIM-CARTIER 


AGENCY 
ARTISTS REPRESENTATIVES 























Direction MATTY ROSEN 





Curry, Byrd » Le Roy 


“BEDLAM IN THE BALLROOM" 
ON TOUR 


CLUB-DATES HARRY GREEN 
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F i  _* ° | Acorn Convicted as Slayer G Rhumba Band S§ . 
_— Miami Copa Still or Posten moni tow Ora Himes Ham SY Shelvey Sends Irving to West Coast 





Montreal, Dec. 17. 
Comedian William “Bill” Acorn, | 


a a P a . 

: ; La Martinique, N. Y., will attempt 

Angling Berle w's'<‘srr"'s ese: tactinine Seen Sent) On Extensive Survey for Talent Union 

alee yee + aie his “— a eee < a addict business with inclusion of a 

’ » te workins atal sta mE 0 TES COMPAHION 1.06- 13-piece Latin band starting Dec. 26. | f 

William Morris agency 1s ity ing |} ter Velez, a U. S. boxer, was found Marcelino Gurra orch has been set ¢ Jack Irving, head of Chicago 
so) j < Milton erle o iltv of anslaugl ter F) l< (13) — : 4 . : = fs " : 3 F = P - 

possibility that J ee | BUY | MANSLAU gre day ”’’ | for an indefinite stay by Dario and Tas a Te - branch of American Guild of Variety 

may keep his Copacabana, Miami! by a jury of the Court af King’s | jimmy Vernon, La Martinique ops. Union Cites Conn. Nitery | Aviteds: then. heed diaebtcnad. tail 

Beach date in January, despite the Bench. Trial was one of the shortest ‘ : : Unfair for Bum Check Pay |. ee 

fact that he’s slated for an airshow.|on record here, lasting only three Rhumba bands have proven busi- / 5 


Since Berle’s Phillip Morris radio} days. He will be sentenced on Fri- ness-getters at the Embassy and La The Lodge, Bridgeport, Conn., was 








on the 


west coast where he will make a 


survey of that and northwest area 


lahwnary ‘ Conga, N. Y., and La Martinique will! q Fae : 
' is s » preem in February,| day (20). neaSy + y AEs aoe anes declared unfair by American lild|; ; 
ee ee ee bl try to get some of this trade | : ; , can Guild] in interests of the talent union. 
Morris office figures he may De abit Acorn stated under oath that the }of Variety Artists last week fo! - - ’ ; 
: three weeks at the : | According to Matt Shelvey. na- 
to play two or tnree \ nS SY argument started because Velez, who having paid off in bouncing check 1 4 a Ya 
re al head of AGVA, there are 


; i . . 
Florida boite prior to his radio work 


wa n training, had been unable to ° ° ° ~~ ; ; u101 
4 " P ‘ , ; ) rancis nau emme impe on- | a 
Berles’ contract wit the Copa} sq out and drink with Acorn after ] re al ey aims imy several territories in that area that 


him the right to cancel out ator, who had played the spot two 


gives the comic's last show. ° | have not been organized to his 
chould a radio show come along Acorn also revealed that at the Illness Caused Ankling | weeks ago atisfaction. Irving will do the 
He's set fo pede Seadeee aaa time he was playing at the Samovar e Renault complained to the union, | spade work i bringing in a number 
»}} ’ for a >i U0 RuUar alle . . oak , 4 ’ , aa se ete -— =a re see ice s eS 4 MU 
50 SI t ! tne gross Ove! $50,000 me d “tng : a red : He a id “Vele: Out on Nitery Date aue I a poser ty the sit ma ‘i . : : : re % pron Pram gain bay 
On the other hand, radio pact calls | \4. drinking too much in Ne ae Mildred Bailey songstrets, has | with AGVA. Snot cubscouentiy made |, er re AGVA pacts, 
“e a aS Grinking ym NeW XOLrK with AGVA. Spot subsequently made | calling for closed Shop agreements 
for $2,000 weekly, but, because of ong 7 didn't want him to become a interposed a defense to allegation | good to the union on the bouncer. with unior id ting of cash 
the heavy income taxes he'll pay, bum.” that she walked out of nitery con- ee ; oi : : . WB peng Pe See 
he isn’t losing too much if he takes ane with Stork Club Council secuenty covering talent budgets 
a cut of $10,500 or more Comedian Bluffs, Ia. last month as alleged by NITERY COMIC HELD ON Union head explains that most of 


: . . ~ 
also feels a network airing will give Skater S Mishap Causes Cy Silvers, operator of spot, who ine established spots there have 


I filed compaint of contract breach BURGLARY RAP IN PITT pacted with union, but the newer 


him more prestig than the nitery ad } 
date | Revision of ‘Ice Capades’ with American Guild of Variety , iteries, while paying AGVA-scale 











Artists Pittsburgh, Dec. 17 for talent, do not have minimum 
ry Yor y Montreal | eX Short caree n erin came to ij Dasic contract w it AGV# 
Mahoney, Geraghty Split : » rea Dex 17 M Bailey appeared at AGVA I “y < 4 i i th AGVA 
apaades laying 1 or : ~ QUICK end s week I Law) \ \ } ; 
Brishane Dev 4 ce ipade p ng ne Forun ast week to deny such was the cast : ( i , eC t¢ 1 Irv S wil] pend the rest of 7 
el las week. ral nt n {ou riooinagte ocal raal ana nit y nonth lavir ; , 
. Bre i} I petweel VW | Mahoney ; t . . MPEREN , : ss hl tater Lnal é laa peen , ‘ cl , til ay itis urh¢ eroundwork and 
— a ] | \ } { 2 oh Cc t ‘ oO 1 and a companion eek: : . ; . . . 
and Bob Geragnts Will ne | S wen whe “i Be oad pecnt ookeRd nto the nitery on a LWO- ‘ : ely Lo Lal LH1€T) Ve port nnains to She lvey. 
€ napped On , hi right f { ae damone vhen police captured them ' , 1 : 
comic switching to join with Harry ppec a pone u is righ YO" weeks pact and had opened theré i ai , an O Wil appoint a regional director 
: , wh VV ne up . j i} «} Be ht ‘ : ol! tne root o the dcwntown ks f } t ; , : } 
Wren. local vaude operator, is lead- ile warming up before the show Nov. 8. The following day she be-' 7, ; ad teak |S ‘or the territory. Irving will return 
} ’ . ¥ pened Sa rdayv t (7) ‘ne 3 : = Cliub aiter they laa nel up man- |to his . iHan « : A 
ing up to a couple of court cases. opens tu nite i Specht came ill, called in a physician, who ! ~- ‘ 0 = . I mé O his Chi duties after Jan. 1. 
= was taken to the hosp tal and was , * . 7 agel John Newhauser and robbed 
2 ordered her hospitalized for a week ; se ese ; ae ~~ 
ordered t quit show and returt to him of $263 In cash. Only a few ’ ae ee - == — 
, 
| 


She says she notified the club both 





iours before. Hoofnagle had done a 


ot he illness and whereabouts but : . : : 

; guest show on V's “Open Hous 

A TIP FOR Silvace didn't seed concerned eneush | aie ( KQ pen He € COM 
gram. 

Saranac Lake to check but merely took his beet vrs 

CHRISTMAS to AGVA. Hoofnagle h been an entertainer 


‘ : . , ; at the Elks several times and knew 
By Happy Benwa) If facts are as represented, union the layout, even to h vin 1 dupli 
: : . ’ ; - > Jayout, eve Ne £& s . 
LISTEN KIDDIES — = Saranac Lake, N. Y., Dec. 1% stated Silvers would have no case : : ~~ 


First Christmas card of the season cate key to the building He told 


" Once uvon a time there was a air-mailed in from Benito Collada. against the songstress | polic he was “financially em- For All Branches of Theatricals 
little actor — — the El] Chico boniface from Green barrassed and hoped to have a nice FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
and he bought a seat on the New wich Village, packed a wallop of . . Christmas with the money.” Nos. 1 thru 20 @ $1.00 each 
York Stock Exchange — — good chee) Pitt Nitery Releases {| Armond Palmerine, a brother-in- (Nos. 21 thru 25 Ready Soon) 
pee Be Doenein: 0. Grebe tae a+ Sat | sites eben ine ginteel hoe: law of Card-mone, was charged |i “8O0K ‘OP ‘GLACK-OUTS” 
he kept on acting, too, because he pital for the “Rib” operation, too R f V d D with being an accessory to the crime 

actin gh , the cut like a yeteran and is re- ey or vaude ate when he admitted borrowing the 3 Vols. @ $20.00 Per Vol., or 


cupeing O.K | Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. revolver which officers found in the $50.00 for 3 Vols. 


« . | 

= igh —, — hear oy = David (IATSE) Vandermast check- Vogue Terrace, big theatre-res- | possession of Hoofnagle. “BOOK OF PARODIES" 
sas 7 aa toh oe © || ed into Rogers for observation taurant on the outskirts, permitted 10 Sock Parodies for $10.00 
magic ey to wealt and if he 


Jerry LaRose upped for all meals, Alvino Rey to cut his two-week rd oe 
would only give them é tip, they pix and mild exercise contract in half | Stacy Upped by MCA “HOW TO MASTER 


so he could accept 


would all become rich. George Fee and William Lalis out a stage offer in Detroit He was to Eldred Stacy succeeds the late Ho- THE CEREMONIES” 

{ He knew that his beloved show of the general hospital after throat pave remained at the Vogue through | gan Hancock, who was in charge of (Hew to Be an Emcee) 

folk lost their hard-earned money operntins S ere sla exec, this Thursday (19) but closed in- | the act and band department in the $3.00 Per Copy 

too regularly and so, in answer to plane ry i Peet Big Town re iil and , Stead week earlier Dallas branch of Music Corp. of No ©€.0.D.'s on any material! If en 
their entreaties, he gave them the gift every one of the IATSE boys As a result, spot hastily brought | “S'™*"<*4 Stacy worked with Han- pe, Oe ee en. Sere 


magic formula. who are benched here. Many mem- jin Freddy Shaffer and his Victory | °°¢K for several years PAULA SMITH 


It was a motto to be used in ALL bers of the medical staff were alsO Sweethearts, an all-girl band, for Norman Steppe continues to head |] 200 W. 54th St., New York 19, N.Y. 
; remembered re : ee ; >... | tnat office. ' 
their third engagement at Vogue 


. + . 
financia matters. He had it printed Dorothy Nolan, who left here some ,, eanaee ths P ae 
in Variety, a little story book his time ago for the Coast. is now doing rerrace in litthe more than a year —— — -_ - ey 
playmates he knew loved to read the rest routine in Tucson, Arizona. 


a Se gelled GS GAs Diana Lynn, Weil Twin MAXINE 
ee Oo Sam Se an, Sig Mealy, Vy : m 
WHEN EVERYONE IS TRYING TO Matthews and Forrest ‘Slim” Glenn Setting Vaude Tours a L 


SELL | Benway upped for suppers. 








BEG, 


























THAT'S THE TIME TO BUY | Arnold Coleman and Joseph Lowey. Film names are continuing to hit 
WHEN EVERYONE iS TRYING TO § penciled in on the good health side the personal eo eee Mele with 
BUY of the ledger and upped for one meal addition of Diana Lynn and _ the 
THAT'S THE TIME TO SELL." a day Weil Twins. Miss Lynn is being 
And he signed his name — — 


James “RKO” McCarthy, who was submitted at $3.500. Weil Twins 


recently appointed downtown shop- have already been set for the Copa- | 
per for the gang, has been booked capana, Chicago starting Jan. 21. VILLAGE VANGUARD 


as Santa Claus for the Christmas eve 








blowout. Both acts are being submitted by NEW YORK 
Sophie Medes, Utica theatre, Utica, Matty Rosen who recently consoli- 

N. Y., staffer, penciled in for the dated with the A.&S. Lyons agency. WwW 

“Rib” operation. Rosen has also set Wilbur Evans NO 

















| any oe timers of the = for the State theatre. N. Y.. start- (indefinitely) 
|regret the passing away of bob An . 
Keene A Lake's stepfather ing Feb. 6. 
He was a member of this colony [OF | Se iccteseenie _ aa a 
three years and befriended many J[ — ite ema 
of the needy. | 
Mrs, John Binkley in from Lan- ]] 
i caster, Pa., to bedside her hubby, |} 
who is perting up nicely. | 
| 
| 


























Rami-Sami and Jerry Lukins, of 
| the New York Conjurers Club, in to 
PL. 9-7470' ogle and bedside Karl Kessler 
(Write to those who are ili). 
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1 am pleased to have been able to intro- 
- ‘ duce a new personality, Pat McCaffrie. 
UNDER THE MANAGEMENT OF Attention... Thonks, Pat, for a swell jov. 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY LORRAINE ROGNAN 



























































7 New Acts 


PHIL, FOSTER 
Comie 
22 Mins, 


La Martinique, N. , 


GRACIE FIELDS 
Songs-Comedy 

35 Mins. 

Persian aa we 
Fields an 


If Phil Fostet Can Cont * lo get Gracie international 
the quality Ol material he’s now fave for many years, is by to me ans 
Offering at | a Martinique he pron anew act although she's Virtually g 
MrCrinyg sé ariin : : 
ise (oO be one Of the brieht new novice in American Cales and j 
gets ae . 4s ipthea fa , 
Comics in the nitery Pictu His eviIneing an interest in furthes nitery 

tit Is entirely nique. capitaliz- vork. Bonitaces should know pronto 
uiine S Note i qi Wille i \ ‘ 
Ing ON a nostalvia ¢) if must be Close that Mi Fields is a bolt item fo; 

“th aes l t fe t tte what the Chentele 
to the heart ofa ree percen Se OF cafes no n } roewnat f | : t 

1 city Mui ce ind é 1 Fur years the favorite Olt the Br ti-h 
t ) ty! H i ‘ Vere Uur Gry < react 1 
n! i 7000 ¢ ) ¢ act ) 0 j i 
iS mu star de iD ) na ? OW \ é 
ld } lé } i iy ; \ 
Ca l \ ) | i It 
i ¢ 
1 t " ) at i 
sf m Vatide 
? i \ i 
Foste Vas Cauvht a fey months S i ; 
199 it th ? nw Villag In ) 
" y elo it i i ’ ) 
A . 
} He's sn ) 
2nd sed up h lelivery ! 
‘t“Ittine BS on San on f hic wT ( 
some cutting ind —— om t Miss Field ” tor 35 minute 
mM og a Nas impr ved I ’ 2 mbes 
Pe o os . ) aol In addit n vhich should rainarily surteit) an 

UDle hundrec percent aditio ; : - Re 

to ‘ WN turn hes m <¢ ! n ic’. i le! ; rm doe hit in} I ( 
ha hig She holds the room with ay assort 
— , . t Ol. stories Hvetlweer ch num 

Tus FONnsists A vider oe BP ) Walt I 7 ‘B est \ Dia- 
memories ana IESCrip the laine P, iro the Fish man” and 
, ! 1 ft} ‘ 
boyhood pals who hur , a NaNY songs tvpifvine the folk hy 

| : > th ner } ry ’ 4 
may Store } ) i tage ; t] : En colonies 
¢ 0 é of | ‘ l I 
heieh ~rnood Maa such a haezvou Mi Field is a fel sort 
+? . 
parently : * n ' x yf id 1 ) i | ) al ty 

) ) ted ret r e c 

f cter B } ) | j : 
e 

it the recol] t ri 
‘ ee EF sharn 
tle inher, rt Imo I = 
delineations of t} orne ipye ers ROBERT 4 LEF 
the routine £0€s over for sOck effect Singes 

Biv estion, of course is where 11 Mins. a 
does the con 20s fron here? Cafe Society Uptown. N. ¥ 

; , > n s\ t ) Customary 
Materia} is highly Stylized and Fos I a Witch fron gt 

1] method o ' Ns In new talent ; 

ter will have tO eventually replace method , { breaking in tal i 
] } *afe . > arnt I ni 

it and supplement it Problem Vil] rat Caf Sor lety Dov OW . _— 
I at it "ie Ce Barney Josephson brought 

ve (0 get new m tlerial, with Variety {| b 

» ve } uo mnt » ip- 

In il. that wil] Sult his style and en- Roberta Lee straight into le ul 
able him to Continue along the path town spot with no prior nite ry mt 

F } . . > > > NI ie ‘Vid lv 
he’s now blazing Otherwise, he S. perience New singer , rf en 
S9In@ to fal] into routine-type m.c rated the break however. { ough 

Neay. If he ear beat the pri blem he; previous work in the Hollywood 

i { ; > ; aot . Janna ¢ 
rf Combining Clversificatioy and version of Meet the Peop] a 
ality jn his monolog Material, vocalist with both the Les Brown 


Foster's Sure to be an 


important at- 
traction 


Herb, 
FREDDIE BA RTHOLOM Ew 
Comedy 
9 Mins, 


State, N. y. 


Freddie Bartholomew: the forme; 
film child Star, Who's adding a few 
quid to the exchequer With a series 


OF personals, is one of the fey Coast- 
ites to come 1 with a Playable act 
One that shows. some solid thought 





in conception Act is based on sev- into he: songs Via Phrasing and 
eral writers’ ideas of what Bartholo. | Shading rye butes of Miss 
Mew should do in Vaude houses and One of the best - — a j ‘i 
Contains a tour de force of what Lee's ee r yg mer "Gees 
most film Players do when they hit . tag BR é mo ‘Green pops 
the boards. But since it's basically "ah halhede ‘the tees of with a 
a burlesque of p.a.’s he comes out | 3 ae , ~¥iu Squeeze Me” 
a bit better than most. ie ee r Got Porgy "te 
Bartholomew. as is to be expe <<, | 7. Se demonstrate< that slow 
acks the polish Of the seasones * ' ‘ciao ie teres Then 
vaude vet. His lines are dej; eres ~~ wee oe : liltine Date. | 
urriedly, his timing is of & Bus — ter mules cite io a bites | 
awkwardness adds to hj _ pa #,, pose Retiad You! 
charm, Consequently firs se ” i 
is done. He Stacks up wa — ery 
the vets On the pill 7 
opening Special ry erial “ee JANIX Pate 
“Growing Up,” deser GIN? the olight Seng. 
of being an adult. 4 le “red § Mins. 
with UNProfessiona} Narr 20d Strand, ~. . 
Which goes Over wel! Janis Paige. coming off the War- 
He made 4a previous appearance ner Bros. lot for a round of per- 
at the State When he wa 14 vears sonal appearances, js limiting her- | 
old Now thai he’s reached man’s self to a Straicht singing act, avoid- 
estate, this New Aci notice is in ing the usual Cliches of Hollywood 
order Ose. Stars about “how glad I am to see 
ens My public,” ete. A striking looker 
_ — wn of Junoesque stature, Miss Paige has 
tidal PENDLETON a wide vocal range ands rides 
RP Mins through her numbers jn standard 
ub Bagatelle. N. ¥. music hall style Voice is well. 
Bunty Pendleton IS one those oP sang “sat ie fen edna ot 
intime boite ; 4nologists y ho’s been ae quality wes . 
around at the Blue Angel and now style : fea a. as a trailer for her 
Puts the Bagatelle East 52q street ; 4 an ths oo The Place 
(N. Y.) Class eatery into the Nitery er The Girl ” Miss Paice sir pane a 
sweepstakes With a OSt-10 p.m. at = ; : a ae — 2 ‘- 
Vertissemers policy An engaging et ot , Siren >. ue . oo 
Personality at the lVories Playing including A aay Night in port 


plenty of black-and- whites in 


be- 


and Raymond Scott orchs and in hey 


daily radio show ove, WNEW.N y 
indie. Jn addition, the “al also has 
cul several disks for Sonora Records. 

Miss Lee impresses in he; nitery 
DOW as a polished singer who's al- 
ready acquired the stage presence to 


£0 with her pleasantly throaty set of 


pip» She sells he, numbers well. 
projecting her personality nicely to 
the customers looker. she’s 


A 
sowned to show off a beauteous 
figure. She throws plenty of feeling 


But I Do” and “Gal in Calico.” She 


tween her . sorted ‘cial and registers strongest jn _the finale, 
] rg Mi ae iL Po ts eS pep “Embraceable You.” with Pleasant 
dy > . < ~~ , 
dato SS Pendleton makes 800d comedy gestures angled at the front. 
ac . 


She does closs Oldies like 


“Lore- 


Sseaters. 


erin 

el, a not Overly familiar Gershwin iri Herm. 

tune: Current faves like “September LOCKJAW JACKSON 

Song”; specials like “Down in the Novelty 

Depths on the 90th Floor,” and | 12 Mins 

SAUCY stuff like “Horizontal,” which | 4 oo, N Y 

She waxed With Pat Flowers for | AP erformer who lifts weights 

Victor and got itself bostoned be- r aa is Geeteiat.. it: “- 
; ‘5; With his teeth is certainly limited 

Cause of the double-entendre. For as to repertoire. Lockjaw Jackson 

nating eee a? McBain Alter has little to Offer that hasn't been 

rhythmpators Plugs the Waits Nicely, , 5©en before om es haar amy 
Abel. Cts, except per aps a 200 1e rn 
i step occasionally thrown in for 

: variety, Youngster lifts wooden 
LEE RICHARDSON tables and chairs, and finally an iron 
Songs table perched on two wooden ones 


12 Mins, 
Apollo, N. b ‘ 
Payees wouldn't lef 


Lee Richard. 
S0n off the Stage, 


Baritone has built 
nice following with Apollo record- 
ings, cut With Luis Russel] band 
‘although he seldom gets billing on 
the Platters). and they al] S0 for his 
melloy Pipes, Opens with “I'm in a 
Lowdown Mood.” then “Don't Take 
Your Love From Me.” Follows y ith 
“The Very Thought of You” and 
“Sad Love; Blues.” 

Richardson has a 800d voice and 
Poised delivery, Unusual for a sepia 
crooner, he has £00d mike technique. 
Would do better to BO single instead 
of Staying anchored 
band. 


Tomn. 





to the Russell | 


for a toothachey climax. 

As an Iron-jaw exponent, Jackson 
has little to distinguish himself from 
the usual run of molar Sandows. 
Market for such Services are Pretty 
limited. consequently Jackson needs 


some gimmick to distinguish him 

from the others jn that Category. 
Tomm. 

DR. HORS: ¢ 4 JOCKEYS 

Songs 

10 Mins. 


| Apollo, N. 
Strictly 


for race consumption, this 
Musica] 


combo has the beginnings 
Of good entertainment. but is cur- | 
rently being ' urt by a tendency, ag. | 
' pecially on the part of Dr. Horse, to 





Ooverplay and Steal the spot 
damentally, more polish is needed. 

Rhythm Sroup does Jump num 
bers, Opening = with “Route 





Fun- 


66." 
Drummer Al Johnson displays Pipes 
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Variety Bills 


a, 




















that are better appreciated by the WEEK OF DECEMBER 18 
aud with his “Navajo rail Horse ns 
Comes back with hyped-up “Ole 
Man River” and his attendant gyvra- Namerats tn connection with bills below indicate opening dav a; chew 
tions and JOUNCings, Exhibitionism whether tay or split week 
reaches the Critical point when he Letiers in Parent hesis indicate cirenit. (1) Independent. (L) Loew; 
pot ne of the oup for a solo (P) Paramount - (KR) KKo: (W) Warne; 
S 5 «¢ 2 I i : 
ride and then takes the Play away 
Rhythmically the -TOUD is okay NEW voRK Crry CHICAGO Waldort- \storig Kogers ¢ Orner 
Tomm Capitol (i) 19 Chienge (Pp) 19-23 | pa, ) Malley Rernels or, fie 
‘rankie Carle Or (ab Calloway dry Deering X& lang fiay Hina 
; ; Val Nets Patio n & Jac Kasson Jobn Molina | Don Bake, 
NORM 4 SHEPHERD Sis Rros }* s Nis luimil ¢ Oleman Ore Ran ina Org 
. y " > Hin TLowe Miller Fey = & IL. Mischa Rer) Ore Al on 
Songs ‘ . ( ” i ee 
S Mins Music Hall (t) te D> reeental t) - re feelund Meat Sond 
, Nonchalanis thes ee ARR . ray > st I ' 
Apollo, N Y Shyy »s Ray hond “4 : 7% va j . I’) . ‘s 
1) eDia hante e hasn't a pal Lee Joy Kelly’. Stable Henry Lay 
‘ as = de Ha r & F Valle Ro Sedley . “4 
} 200d voice bul styling ind rien ke HARTRORD Faiso Ma, , Kuban Bley 
t tha Passable piano work Paramount (>) a “tute (1) 20-99 orothy Mis nere “ “ ‘ in 
buld et he; 1 Nice recen iOn from ” Pay bal Freddie Slack ©); tal Hix ban b ; hy “ ‘ : 
' rews Bila Mae Morse Gace i Vattnes 
small nitery crowd [In theatre | Andrew - s “* Mara Maul Vitlarg 
i ‘ Martin Rro Ra % Est ia Conga 
Hes Out of place strai & to ack ow | na HOLYOKE hite D'tgy Yay Dawn Dus 
et the VOlee iC! S and losi Pau Valley Arefin (1) ¥% lon & * Versnittu, 
le Deal o led in 1? ) Koxy (1) ix arn Ponohy ‘> ‘eo apatites +. ab 
“e appea INO | aary ) ’ % \ Yor} x i’ P iin rs > 
é sf MuIge) cost Hes tu bern Via .< Del ‘ eek * ts ' Tien "an + “ (> 
r f nm e omer & Hoth : vee ‘ ae . 
More careful Choice of tunes iS im- Emma " ‘ “t tn bed int) In Martinique y Pas, tage Barn 
erative here She does ‘Can't Help Shoda eth “we } \ Damone . rver 
rat 1@1 ONE ACs ft I Stnte (1) Ba MEAVWY j i Garlands 
LOVIN That Man too m ich a Stand. rang Olvimpin CP) 8 : ! Foster Alicia Allace 
rd . ? ‘ra dead “— » & An (era Vsons ane Dute Heri s ti 
rd, “Jack You'r, Dead” and Five : le Andrew sie 
] , ols 4 sa - | Patsy ne 
Minutes More fatter both pops Rc Bud Sweene, Ernie Stuart Ore Fim Nove 
Special materia} ind show numbers ce Ae Dod Dodson ati Ounrter Vex Fletch. 
. . Plant Reve | uke led “PWis Ore - ah 
to 90 y ith intime sty ling would help fear Cano \ NEW VRK Geraldine De Bois tae Vanenarg 
Leaves (he piano for the last SONS Strand (Ww) 24 Adams (1) 19 Mack Trin), s ~<a oh ty 
: ) ’ ’ 
, Nistake in spite of the fact that it nt Loy pilvert Show Milroy Peg 5 ey : ‘s 
a.m Sige ey ieee Pais NEW BEDFORD | P! Sheet Mote 
A tT t rice SNA De ( poate. Buline Sq AD 19-21 Sj De Vysenor ean Bry 
iaut Russ » teau Pau W hite ; thee 
} BRRONY ot & Dellans « ' lean | . e Wivet 
| Windsor (4) 21-¢2 - Honeyw Bre “Phas bate Rob te, 
4 . j & 2 tn i : ¥) I . (jer Q fa 1 
rl u ~\hhallg ' ese ATE RSON Leon & Fididie’s Ie n Ainslie 
he . “wy 4 a in co 
| Mh R | Majestic (fT) 19.9%9 pees ad “ Rruce Narn ar 
(Continued from Page .——— The Marke A & © Panton mors tte Vivian Ckolso 
BROOKLYN Pinda Parisiy Harry pinpdl l >'n sHoge elm te 
NOrOnN pictures as + -angster com Mlatbust my vy So Ray & Harrie nm Estelle ark Zanzibnr 
; a % > Richardson ¢ ) lach DeLeon ‘Herry Rritton — 
Nerclals who sell little bovs \ irtue aul OR wn Roberta's 4 is \rt Waner Oro Re ae rpenter 
f ie = I'rban 23-95 Monte Carle ‘) iar ae 
or 15¢ He told Parents they Should he 4 Donnelly ¢ Rob | Die Gasparre © Kk ; W's ‘ 
know beforehand what thei, olf- ¢ FW ! the Valen Rob | veka” ; 
ng ie , P OUCEENS Dot & Delian « at Sih | N <s . 
‘Pring are setting in the wy ay of Humaion (py "S-21 |) Robb, Rollins | Ola Komurtan | — Wwe “a Ate 
. » ir > : > < — orn : ° } ‘ ee ee Mar 1uette 
entertainment and limit them to M “ray Family Pr -. hulips ISy¥ Olive: 
What they considered y holesome. | — eee Ni, . tegen Zimmerman’, 
i ee ¢ ve . af : hp taste Gene Kardos 
In this way, “* said, at rae can Alice King ; Janes Mohets 
40 much to eliminate larmful en- ry N ae ~reaghy | Zsig Bel 
DEI MAR I INS Joe La Porte Ore Paul. Arnold 
tertainment ass | & K ~ | . : 
A! D i Pp ‘Mall Ralpt Punt es Ty ltir & Alda 
“ISO at meet. avic O'Malley WwW sarph unt Ore [Helen Wen | 
7 ‘ , ‘ . : TO ER, KANSAS CITY Marty Re k Ore Wey Orlovea 
hicago booker. also stressed the 


'Mportance of Parental] 
stopping certain 
INS out of loudspeakers 
churchman, Re, James 
Said that the Catholic 
of entertainment IS “most reason- 
able.” and that he “feels that mod - 
erate use of amusement is morally 
necessary to human life” 
No specific films o; radio 
were cited by the religious 
who aimed their blows at 
dustry jn beneral. They 
that much of the matter found on 
newsstands should not reach the 
eyes of Children. but that the young- 
sters are not as readily €x posed 
to this medium as they are to 
“thrill” sture In pix and on the air. 


‘Carmen’ Pic (Italian) 


Protests in 
“wisecracks” com- 
Anothe; 
Dempsey. 


Church's , iew 


shows 
Sroup, 
the in- 
feel too 


Gets Catholic Frown 


Scalera Film (Rome) Production 
of “Carmen.” now Playing the Am- 
bassador. N.Y., has received a 
C” or “condemned” 

Legion 
listing, 


rating from the 


of Decency nN its Dee. 19 


Italian-made. French-language film 
Which preemed Noy. 


was con- 
demned for its “very immodestly 
suggestive costuming: free love: 


SUBgestive Situations: 
theme. and Irreverent 
religious Matters.” 
When film, 
Merimee 


Georges 


references to 


based on 
story, and some of 
Bizet opera music as back- 
Stound, was reviewed jn Vartery Dec. 
4 by Bron, he Wrote: “Dialog and 
love scenes are blunt and 
out being Offensive. while speech and 
ction have an earthly, 
touch throughout ” The 
story, the review said, 


retelling jn this film.” 
ee ———_———— 
| Newspapers 


ae COntinued from page 2 ————— 


using 


Merimee 
“has a lusty 








rap games in Midtown, 
lem, and the like. 

Runyon’s Cancer of the throat con- 
dition made him an unusually brave 
figure around New ‘ork in recent 
years He Continued to mix at 
Lindy’s. Moore's and 


Vice in Har- 


fave haunts. In company of Mike 
Todd, Sherman Billingsley. Toots 
Shor, ex Prizefight Manager Eddie | 


Walker. Small. Winchell, et al., Run- | 
YON continued to Swap small talk ex- | 


Cepting that his 


“COnversa’ion” had 
to be scribbled 


Ncessantly on memo 
pads, since he had been unable to 
falk for a long time. This, however, 


did little to impair his ConvViviality, 
The Course, were always 
struck by Runyon’s MOxie and good- 
humor. Incidentally, agent Small 


| Made it a Practice to preserve a large 


batch of these pithy memos which 
Runyon dashed off With lightning | 
speed (in long-hand. of course). and 


usually With a fillip of 
for all its breviiy, Was a 
Pression, 


Phrase that, 
sem of ex. 


“Class | 


fatalism in; 


the Prosper 


SCXY with- | 


humorous 


the Stork. his } 


THIS WEHREK 
Mgt.: BILLY CREEDON 
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Blackths wk 

















on ° ae , | Song Stvlists 
RDDIK SMITH AGENCY Russ Cariyt, Ore | Hila D'vers (16) 
1501 Hroadway, New Yerk Wee'a Porn a ton | tmiber; 
v0 OO Stevens Otel Sherman 
—— —— Chez Pures Glen Gray Or< 
<——<aessnnennmmnan—— ee me Sophie Tuckey rr irl Mars 
| Bobby Breey | Phil Gordon 
Perry & Rerry | PHILADELPHIA | Willie Shore | College Inn Model, 
Doris Fave Karle (Ww) 19 } Joann Whitney | H 1s 
"line ' ha Neffs Madhouse Gay Claridge Ore | . ote Stevens 
“4rien Rolberis Carman (1) 19 Adorables (195 Tide -<- 7 Ore 
» ; ad cl 4 & l.o a " a. *Mihis eins 
" ( = . 4 Names | adder to |! Hy iis , tale : Rillie Dennett 
' oat Lucio Garcia Ore | Weste, Lundgreen 
lveke & Fusa Bede & Maj n . e 
’ Lee | Sonny Svarks | Colosime’s | Boulevar Dears 
Rogers ROCKFORD Tan Bros Latin Quarter 
RAL IMORE Palace (1) 20 he - ° an Pp } Maurice Rocco 
Mippedrome (I> 19) The Maxelios | Ela Jule ocho ‘Atlin Lovelies 
u Prima 5). |} Hanion & (lark | Keith Models | 4arred) & Raker 
Peeves | Rutell Sis | Marie Shaw “ a Bavies ‘ 
Pranks & Jany-e | larry & Lee Het ott, Ore rhe Wiles (2) 
Stute (t 1495 {St Clair @ Sonia Hotel Bismarck | Paul Carleton 
Morey Murs. SAN FR ANCISCO Joseph Sudy Ore Buddy Sepa Ore 
June Lorraine | Golden Gate (R) 20) Gantu Palmer ‘Hone 
('livette & Sully les Tuvelys | Gay woods | Evelyn Knight 
Mea&aiuwH (‘ase Ollie Franks Lenore . FE add Nagel Or 
22-9 H Carol & Rous Betiy Hil Calle e. NaKe ° 
| . | Rolly Rolls 
"se milton 3 Jerry Mann Annetie Olsen Rlackt >) 
Cutnerine Chane | Mills Bros | Montero »& Yvonne | ac urn (2 
Ik bbott D'ne¢ (12) 
i” Ames SPRINGFIELD | Eddie Fens Or. Abbott ncers 
Parks | Ceert Sq (1) 19-23 | Hotel Blackstone Rilo Cabana 
BOSTE The Lavernes ; Galli Gail Park & ‘liffora 
Keith. (R) 19 lee Noble H Williams Trio J & L Zerby 
Westfela | Don Francisea Co Mel Cooper Ore Cross @ Dunn 
Stove mann Roe Barwon ee | teeaes Yar es Dow Brose, 
F ar ae ; . . Milt Herth rio on tele 
BOUND BROOK 1?" ASHING TON RX! Ochart Ore Coe povelies (10) 
rook (1 21 99 Capitol “(L) Hotel Continental | Cee Davidson Ore 
— i ap : James Sykes ine Gardens 
The Ciros Jobnson & Mitek -- ‘ 
| . Joe Vera Ore Jessie Rosella 
Lyecke ©@ lea | Lee Marte}! . 
: , Kuren Ford ; Bill Meagher 
sid Rogers | Harry Martin h ! o . an : Tho las 
'tWo to Any & B Ambrose a Kdgewater Be ch | Tamara & ton 
CAMDEN | WOONSOCKET | Stephen Kisle,y Ore i Jill Fontaine 
Towers (1) 20-22 | New Park (I) 22 | DiGatano & Adam | Francia o 
Jan Latin Reggie Rvmal | Gaudamith Bros Joe Kish Oro 
Don Hooton & R AVEee Pitchmen Mel Cole Ore 
The Valentinag Rallentines 
“id Stone 3 Honey Bros — 


Cabaret Bills 


} 


‘' Hearis George Freems 








B’way Brokers 


amma (COntinued from Page 1) 








articles. Highest b.o. rate is $9.60, 
| 
NEW YORK CITY there being nine attractions at that 
scale, and if a pair is bought from 
Aquarium [Noble Sissie Ore '@ broker Observing the legal 
onel Ff; to Svd Ss » " _ 
_ coo rae nee oe premium rate and tax, the cost is 
| Biue Angel } El Chico -? ee 
| Alys Robi | Posita Rios $21. There are at least four straight 
Joan Nickens | Miguel & Albaicin Vs ir 9.60, j cluding one 
Robert Maxwel]] | Cheto Villareal | Pla 2s charging $9.6 y an dl 
rwin Corey Don De Vod Orc | ¢ Burlesque. revival) that does not 
cinert, Ross , Don Q Trio Open until Christmas, but the others 
Wllis Arkin , j : a 
Golden Gate 4 Chu Chu te tines | are standouts (‘Joan of Lorraine,” 
Cafe Sovtety ie Sydell & guy, “State of The Union” and “The 
(Downtown) Capella & Patricia . . ”) 
vimimie Rogerg | Ralph Font Or, Iceman Cometh ° 
Susan Reed | Arthur Ravel Ore j “a . : x = as iced 
Cliff Jackson 400 Ctup Fact that some dramas are pricec 


|J C Heara Ore 
| Cafe Soclety 


Ore 
Village inn 


| as high as some musicals appears to 


be a factor in the lagging sale. There 
(Uptown) y Revue Pere am i ith t >t 
| Diango Reinhardt Frankie Hyers ; are seven attractions with a 0, ¢ 
f Imogene Cora | Chavez Or, | $8.40, all being musicals, At the eve 
Roberta l.ee Ned Harvey Ore j f $7.20 f we » ¢ ll 
Pete Johnace Havana-staarid | top Of $7.20 are our attractions, a 
| Dave Martin 3 Gn. zee | Straight dramas and comedies, while 
Ti; los . vie Olan | ; 
| Tice Carntva, Ore | Margaret Phelan | 11 shows sans tunes are priced at 
Milton Berle Cannen “a | $6. Only a few attractions have 
™ ata ino re . ’ 
Mark wr 4 Carlos Varela Ore | tempered the Increases for the eve, 
arion Colby Belmont- Plaza Is j Cz > 00 
Ben Yost Singers Refi nt /and while the Scales appear a 
Miriam Gwinn Manor «& Mignon Stiff, the Prices include the federa 
China Don tave @ Pedro 20% nick, 
George ene Tr Barbara Hlaine 
frances (* un Fididig Stone Ure > »s Be ic Sas j 
Tal Sings Nino Ba If the business is disappointing, 


= 
x 

3 
ae 


Hotel Commodore. las presently indicated, it will bolster 


id Curbello Ore Johnny Long Ore * | P , «2 nti t the 
Copncavans Hote: Dixie | the , managers conte ntion tha = 
[Joe BE. Lewis Don Besio; Ore tax is excessive. It's planned to again 
| Rene Paul Kay Ham ona : y rePce P »di- 
| Ann Rooney lou Seiler. : appeal to the C ongre ss for . mee 
Eddie Fisher Dean & Ray | fication of the wartime levy, which 
Ronny & Ray Hotel New Yorker rigi j irst world 
Olga Suarey Sammy Kave Ore - 'Binated during ne f e 


Michael Durso Ore 


; | 
| Hotel Pennsylvania war 
| 


and was doubled during the 


Frank Marti Ore Charlie Spivak Ore . “'» —_ . from 
| Dinmona Florseshor | Hotel Pienrg second conflict. Recent reports oe 
| Siri I. & E Roberts Washington Indicate that the boostec 
| Herman Hyde Chas Reade Ore j P . ightclubs 
| Turner Twing Hotel Plaza levies for theatres and nig } 
Rosebuds Hildegarde would not be changed despite the 
| Rite patieason se Kanner Ore change in the Political complexion 
illy a s Onie re * . — 
| Hal Hunte) | Hotel Roosevelt of Congress, but legit showmen are 
| Tables Dayie Guy Lombardg Ore | e ect ress thej argument for 
| Renala & Rudy | Hotel Tate — ed to press t wag =e 
} Jack Mathers Bnoch Light Ore cutting down the levy. 
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Strand, N° im Patti 
i t Lopez Orc } atti 
pagan, Whitey Armand; Janis Paige, 
Dann, 3 Arnauts, The Ver- 


— (WB) reviewed in VARIETY, 
Nov. 6, "46. 





-ent vaude layout at Warners’ 
icohip is a run-of-the-mill pre- 


are okay and the cowboy costume 
and delivery make him ideal for nabe 
vauders on Saturday afternoons with 
all the kids in. Dorothy Deering reg- 
isters in a clever, smoothly routined 
acro act. Rick Lane also gets over in 
a smart ventro act but he’s in need 
of material. What he now has could 
be sapoliod in several spots. 





istmas season show furnishing a 
Seared quota of b.Oo. appeal to | 
the accomping whodunit. | 


ress 
ae of the bill is set by Vincent | 
Lopez’ music, which is on the ee 
while Janis -Paige, 


sticky side, nile } , 
= star, in a solo singing stint (New 


Acts) supplies the glamour for the 
star-struck kids Best bit in the 
, however, is socked over by | 


show, 
comic Artie Dann. ae 
Moving over from the Hotel Taft, | 
N. Y where he’s been a fixture fol 
‘ Ng vears, Lopez is deliver- 


the past few : t 
the |} brand of undistin- 


, the same 
guished, but cleanly delivered music 
which was boxoffice poison not long 
ago but is now apparently returning | 
to popular favor. Except for a 
opening number. where Bud y | 
Schutz is featured in a lusty session 
of skin beating, selections are fa- 
miliar oldies like “When We re 
Alone,” “Nola.” “Tico-Tico, and 
several other like pieces. Lopez 
takes a few turns on the piano and 
celeste, against the muted — back- 
ground of his aggregation which in- 
cludes six brass, five reeds, and five 
rhythm. Patti Dugan, band's vocal- 
ist. does nicely with “Santa Claus Is 
Coming to Town” and “Buttermilk 
Sky.” while Whitey Armand, dou- 
bling on the guitar, pleasantly croons 
“This Is Love” and “White Christ-* 
mas.” latter being the finale against 


a snowfall backdrop 

Young comic Artie Dann registers 
solidly with a fast patter of gags 
most of which exploit the over-sized 
dimensions of his schnozz. Dann is 
an appealing, personable lad who 
works both on the aud’s sympathies 
and risibilities and, as a finale, soft- 
ens the patrons with a pitch for 
strong applause in a patter song 
about hands. With his proboscis, he 
does the inevitable takeoff on Jimmy 
Durante using a couple of old gags | 
associated with the latter. In the 
number one spot, the Three Arnauts 
feature some unusual violin acro- 
batics and bow off to a nice applause 
with their bird whistling _ stint. 
Latter could be shaved a bit for 
more effective results. Herm. 


Earle, Philly 
Philadelphia, Dec, 13. 
Freddie Slack Orch, Ella Mae 
Morse, Dottie Ann Dare, Barr & 


Estes, Al Hendricks, Don Brassfield, | 


Ladd 
Lady” 


Lyon; 
(Rep) 


“Plainsman 


and The 


Boogie-woogie comes into its own 
this week at the Earle via Freddie 
Slack and his orchestra, aided by 
blonde Ella Mae Morse, vocalist, 
formerly a member of the Slack or- 
ganization and with whom she col- 
Jaborated on many recordings. 

Business only fair when caught 
opening session (13), but 
from audience verv good. 

Miss Morse, looking nifty in a 
strapless gown, put plenty of 
schmaltz into “Cow-Cow Boogie,” 
‘House of Blue Lights” and “Pig 
Feet Pete,” the latter a novelty num- 
ber that pleased the customers, 

Handicapped by a poor voice due 
to a recent bout with laryngitis, 
Slack nevertheless carries on as 
emcee, puts the band through its 
paces, and executes his stints at the 
piano. He is a personable fellow, 


and is surrounded by a smooth- | 


baboon. Pe af musicians, 
red members of troupe in- 
clude Al Hendricks, guitarist who 
oo e Each His Own,” and 
Ss S S is ) t 
through og d, sax soloist, who ran 
b+ I Love. 
ottie Anm Dare, band vocalist, 
contribs “Come Rain or Come Shine 
_ Brazil” in husky-voiced fash- 
on. Her style and voice lend them- 
suves better to the seat type of song 
= to Latin-American numbers. 
aan and Estes, clever comedy 
seen team, and the Ladd Lyon 
ie brighten up the show. 
ack’s solos are “Cuban Sugar Mill” 


and “Southpaw Seren iy 

ade. Th 

Sone es version of “Geechee Lave 
rts proceedings j i 

brassy fashion. ee “ae 





Gayety. Mont’l 


Montreal, Dec. 16. 


Lili St. Cyr, Olive White, Dick 


shes Louise & 

OWers (3), : 

Deering, Rick tn Hawkins, Dorothy 
owadrd Orch (9) 





Holding over of 
Strip spot (a rare thi 
Proves that she’ 
as ever. Miss S 
er stint since 
OYS mo 
Still retaining e 
er dance sketc 
above the 


Lili St. Cyr in 


s still as big a draw 
t. Cyr has perked up 
last week, giving the 


nough smartness in 

hes to set her off far 
Rest cs usual run of strippers. 

sheer — parlay shows some 

okay Vg ormers. Dick Berk does 

&. a tap routine and Louise & 
register in their acro stint. 

€, Milles & Powers, 


edy tri a new com- 
Clever|nyener hefty yocks with a 


erly-timed combo 
shoe terping and 
ree Stooges, 
entrance with 
en segue 
laughs. 


Clem Hawkins sound imitations 


of talk, soft- 
knockabout a la 
Trio make a socko 
Nn *zoot suit costuming 
into fast bits that get 


; COvery 


;on the pyramids 


response | 


arrangement of Gersh- | 
” 


Oliver, Lee, Milles & | 


ne, Line (10), Len | 


ng in this house) | 


te of what they want but | 


Olive White does the emcee chore 
in smart fashion and paces the show 
nicely. She also registers in her own 
spot with singing of pop tunes, fid- 
dling and clarineting. Goes over big. 
Biz good despite cold weather. 


| okay. Len Howard’s orch cuts nice 
show. Laza 
Tower, K. C. 
Kansas City, Dec. 13. 


Jeanne Blanche, 
Del Martins (3), 
& Sandra Hodges, 
with Jack Parks, 
“Bachelor’s Daughters” 
“Wife Wanted” (Mono). 


Billy Meagher, 
Gloria Thompson 
Tower Orch (9) 

Kenny Field; 
(UA) and 


Bill for this third week of re- 
newed stage operation follows usual 
formula of trio of standout acts, dis- 
covery night winner and orch 
cialty. 

Jack Parks leads the band in spe- 
cial arrangement of “Buttermilk 
Sky” with Kenny Field on vocal to 
open the show. Following is Jeanne 
Blanche in a trio of tap terps. 

Billy Meagher spotted in the 
ter of the with his round of 
monology and novelty singing of 
“You Tell Her I Stutter.” Comedy 
rating on his material is modest at 
best, getting only fair returns He 
takes on the added duties of 
from there on, and has Gloria 
Thompson and Sandra Hodges, team 
of juves, on as tap winners of dis- 
night contest. 

Closer is given to the Del Martins 
trio. Gal and two men build their 
graceful acrobatics with three-high 
stunts as their forte. Stunts are un- 
usual with the femme in the middle 
Get nifty response. 


Quin 


Million Dollar, L. A. 
Los Angeles, Dec. 14. 
Pearl Bailey, Herb Jeffries, Joey 
Rardin, Geraldine Ross, Russ Clark, 


spe- 


celi- 
show 


i|Krick & Bodo: Al Lyons’ House 
Orch (9): “The Brute Man” (PRC). 

Million Dollar reverts to straight 
vaude bill this week with several 


standard turns backing star artistry 


| of Pearl Bailey. Tall singer walks 
off with the show, proving to be 
among top performers to ever play | 


a date here. Outstanding material 
and boff delivery kept her working 
for 14 minutes at show caught be- 
fore begging off. Gal has what it 
takes to put over a number and 
she gives class workout to a blues 
piece about 15 years of marriage: 
“That’s Good Enough For Me,” 
“Row, Row Row,” “St. Louis Blues” 
and “Tired.” 


“September Song,” ° “Christmas 
Song,” “Jump For Joy” and encore 
on “Flamingo.” Joey Rardin took 
| awhile to get going but pleased with 

imitation of musical instruments, his 
| George M. Cohan impersonation and 
tune, “Casey Jones.” Geraldine Ross, 
elongated song and dance gal, was 
so-so with comedy acrobatics and 
tired vocaling. Russ Clark’s puppet 
| show is a sharp turn. His tap dancer, 
cli wn, stripper, drunk and _ skeleton 
puppets rating good hand. Krick and 


also sold well at show caught. Turns 
are backed by pit orch of nine side- 
| men, led by Al Lyons, who also did 
the act ushering. Brog. 


| Apolle. N. Y¥. 

Luis Russell Orch (16) with Lee 
| Richardson, 3 Rays, Dr. Horse & 4 
Jockeys, Pigmeat, John Bunn, Sybil 
Lewis, Norma Shepherd, Lockjaw 
Jackson; “Dark Horse” (U). 

A startling cacophony of undis- 
| tinguishable sounds is the payees 
‘first indication of what sort of bill 
the Apollo offers this week. Luis 
Russell. L 
his first deserted him for Louis Arm- 
strong, had better visit another bar- 
gain counter, Or perhaps the only 
prerequisite for this band is the abil- 
| ity to blow long and hard. It’s evi- 
| dently too much for the customers 


| because their reactions aren’t even | 


polite. Band, incidentally, opens 
| with “1280 Jive.” “Big Troy Blues 
land “Get Fiddle,” with Troy Stone 
vocalizing on the middle number. 
All noisy. 

Three Rays are an ofay comedy 
acro act. 
on with a short song and rhythm 
| step then go into the slapstick gym- 
nastics, Nicely put over. Song bit 
| is drowned out by the band’s brass. 
| Dr. Horse and Jockeys follow (New 
Acts). 

The ubiquitous Pigmeat can get a 
laugh by just walking across the 
| Apollo stage. He’s cleaned up most 
|of his burley blackouts, which makes 
them cornier, if anything, but his 
bits of comic business and exagger- 
ated nonchalance are good for boffs 
anywhere. 

Band interrupts again with “Tea 
\for Two” and “Russell's Boogie.” 
This is a large house and customers 
are used to brassy outfits, but this 
one is even too loud for here. 

Norma Shepherd, Lockjaw Jack- 
son, and Lee Richardson round out 
the bill on an upbeat, ‘All New 
Acts). Tomm. 


Ben.C. | 


Herb Jeffries. male vocalist, shares | 
top billing and rated big hand for | 


Bodo is standard trampoline act that | 


who has another band after | 


Three cute lookers come | 


State, N. Y¥. 


Freddie Bartholomew, Raye. & 


| 
| 


Naldi, Ruth Terry, Lane & Claire, | 


Bob Howard, Gautier’s Bricklayers, 
| Louis Basil House Orch; “No Leave, 
| No Love” (M-G). 


| 
] 


State’s bill is 
| tined to give the house a change of 
| pace, but Sid Piermont’s stage de- 
| sign in this instance makes for highly 
| effective presentation of individual 
acts and give a pleasing overall 
effect. 


Line | 


Under ordinary circumstances, the 
Bricklayers would have opened with 


Lane and Claire hitting the midsec- 
tion, but reverse procedure proves 
there’s more than one way of pres- 


entation if 
achieved. 


boff results are to be 

Bill is rich in headline values with 
Freddy Bartholomew (New Acts), 
and Mary Raye and Naldi and Ruth 
Terry worthy of upped position 
the marquee Show. consequently 
shows more capital talent than usual, 
which in a great measure accounts 
for its general excellence. 

Bobby Lane and Claire with a 
salable line of acro terps highlighted 
by their now-standard “Fighting for 
the Funnies” in which a Sunday 
cartcon section 


S On 


unorthodoxly rou- | 


provides the peg of | 


their terps gets a top reception de- | 


spite the opening position, while 
Bob Howard, usually seen here in 
the closing spot, continues to main- 
tain the audience's good mood He 
registers effectively with his songs 
and piano playing. 

Canine antics of Gautier’s Brick- 


layers add the cute note in the trey 
position. Although this act has been 


on the boards for some years, it’s 
still fresh to State audiences and 
good for its quota of laughs. 

Miss Terry, who’s spending most 


of her time on the Coast, displays 
more sureness as a singer since she 
played this house last Voice is 
strong and personality is fetching 
but at times, she becomes overcute 
and reaches too far for effect. But 
since this constitutes only a small 
portion of her act, general effect is 
salutary. 

Raye and Naldi, of course, are a 
top terp twain who inject an ethereal 
quality in their ballroomology. They 


de their oft-seen and well-liked slow | 


terp to “Moonlight Sonata,” a paso- 

|doble and the beguine for a solid 

closer to an equally solid show. 
Jose. 


C2pitol, Wash. 

Willie, West & McGinty, Susan 
Miller, Jack De Leon, At & Connie 
Fenton; “The Chase” (UA). 

Capitol comes up with a nifty bill 
this week which is several cuits 
above recent offerings and draws ap- 
plause from start to finish. 


Susan Miller, cute blonde from 
Hollywood, sings like a veteran be- 
fore a mike, turning on a voice full 
of color with which she scores best 
in “More Than You Know” and 
“South America Take It Away.” For 
variety she throws in Irving Berlin’s 
“No Business Like Show Business” 
and a double speed version of 
“Comin’ Thru the Rye” 


\*White Christmas,” 


| Horne’s 


} | spontaneous affairs 
with the | 


first chorus soft and sweet and the | 


second jivey. 

She goes very well in the big 
| Capitol but looks like a natural for 
class nitery spots. 

Sharing top billing with Miss Mil- 


ler are Willie West and McGinty in | House Orch: “Notorious” 
is one! Si . 
of the standard low comedy routines 


Act goes nicely here, par- | 


their construction act which 
of vaude. 
| ticularly when there are kids in the 
| audience. Hardest worker on the 
bill is Jack De Leon with his comic 
imitations. Chief difference between 
De Leon and other imitators seen 
‘here recently is that De Leon covers 
more territory. His range includes 
Archie, Boris Karloff, Bing Crosby, 
Jimmy Stewart, Sidney Greenstreet, 
Peter Lorre, Ronald Colman, 


Charlie McCarthy and Jimmy Cag- | 


ney. As might be expected, De Leon 
registers most successfully with such 
easy butts for mimicry as Colman 
and Lorre. His Charlie McCarthy is 
also good. 

The Fentons, who open, are nice 
curtain raisers. Their first number 
is a novelty tap dance accompanied 
by bouncing and juggling balls in 
rhythm. The male half of team is 


partner shows up gracefully in solo 
acro stint. Act comes to a fast close 
with a jitterbug number to solid ap- 
plause. Lowe. 








Adams. Newark 
Newark, Dec. 12. 

Buddy Johnson Oreh (15), with 

Arthur Prysock, Ella Johnson; But- 

terfly McQueen; 3 Blazers, 


| 


particularly good at the taps and his | 


Bounce” were from Dixie, not Dixie- 
land. 

Low point was reached with But- 
terfly McQueen's appearance. The 
screen actress, gifted with an amus- 
ing voice, was completely at sea, 
facing the handicap of a wickedly 
bad script, ong caricatures that 
were duds and a band accompani- 
ment that left her stranded at every 
turn. Johnson’s reading of the foil 
lines from a script sheet didn’t help, 
either. (Act was cancelled evening 
of opening day.) 

Ella Johnson, band solist, shows 
a chummy style mingled strangely 
with a wriggle-and-bump that wows 


the lads down front. “Don’t Shout” 
and “Since I Fell For You” clicked 

Three Blazers, class trio, got a 
royal reception from those present 
who knew their recordings, such as 
“My Silent Love,’ C.O.D.” and 
“You Are My Love Moore’s guitar- 
ing is solid 

Also on for clicko bits were The 
Berry Bros., lightfooted pair with 
plenty of style, and Harris and 
Thomas, the latter a keyboard tin- 


kler of accomplishment. 

If the sprawl could be licked out 
of this show and the band put back 
on pitch, Johnson would have some- 
thing good. Bran. 


Lia Ko. EEasteom 


Boston, Dee. 13 
Sherwood Orch, Lena 
Edwards Bros. (3), Georgie 
“Gentleman Joe Palooka” 


Bobby 
Horne, 
Kaye; 
(Mono), 


This is a sharp layout in any case, 
but proved especially sock at opener 
due to an impromptu atmosphere 
generated by Bobby Sherwood, Ed- 


wards brothers and Georgia Kaye 
while awaiting appearance of Lena 
Horne, delayed by a late train. Isn't 


doing biz, however, as town’s in mid- 
dle of very sad pre-Christmas slump, 
though it wasn’t too bad at opener. 
Sherwood band, one of the more 
original of the standard commercial 
type, purveys most of its items with 
a fresh approach and 
smart ensemble without 
the house down. Band 
Sugar’s So Refined” (with a chorus 
by Sherwood, who also solos on 
trumpet and guitar), “Cotton Tail,” 
a medley of Berlin tunes including 
and “Sherwood 
Forest,” among others. Very fine. 
Edwards brothers click in stand- 
ard but complicated tumbling and 
balancing stunts and Georgie Kaye, 
a hard worker, wows in the comedy 
slot, including patter songs and a 
take off on psychiatry. To take up 
the slack between time of. Lena 
arrival and her appearance 
stage, her accompanist, Phil 


knocking 
does “My 


on 


| Moore, came out and did a couple of 


his own sharp ditties. one of them 
“She’s a Rank Chick,” getting big 
returns. Band joins in an impromptu 
jam session to catch neat reception. 

Appearing at length, Lena Horne, 
gorgeous as ever, wraps up the show 
in the ace spot. Does “Old Fash- 
ioned Love,” “Why Shouldn't I,” 
“Little Doggie” and “Stormy Weath- 


way over time, but was one of those 
that killed the 


customers. Elie. 


Olympia. Miami 
Miami, Dec. 13. 

Dale Belmont. Jay Clarke, Marc 
Ballero, Coco, Steve & Eddy, Sen 
Wongs, Card Mondor, Les Rhode 
(RKO). 

Standard vaude layout combined 
with “Notorious” make for a full 
value combo for th: regulars who 
frequent this big house. 

Dale Belmont toplines and earns 
nice reception with her looks and 
pipes. Serves up a_ diversified 
blending of songs ranging from 
“Stone Cold Dead In The Market” 
to an aria from “Pagliacci.” 

Impressionist Mare Ballero pur- 
veys the standard takeoffs on Si- 
natra, Crosby, Cagney and Lorre 
among others in easy, assured man- 
ner, to solid returns. 

Chinese dance duo, the Sen Wongs 
essay the American form of ball- 
roomology from waltz to cakewalk, 
handling the lifts and spins nicely. 

Magico Card Mondor emcees the 
proceedings in not too sure a man- 
ner, but in own spot projects his 
trickery for full values. 

Tumblers Coco, Steve and Eddy 
get laughs aid gasps with their 


|acroantics and mentalist Jay Clarke, 


with | 


Johnny Moore; Berry Bros.; Harris | 


& Johnson; 
(Rep). 


“Passkey to Danger’ 


This one could have 
Harlem—or in bed. At opening 
(12), there wasn’t even a pretense 
at routine or scheduling and in spite 
of several class acts the effect was 
practically nil. 

Johnson's rackety orchestra caught 
the general fever and overblew its 
instruments in a welter of disso- 
nances. Best number was something 
the rundown sheet called “Christ- 
mas Medley.” although that hardly 
seemed possible in view of the tenor 





stayed in 


sax duet that blasted forth. Other 
selections, like “The Man I Love,” 
“All She Wrote” and “Buddy's 


held over from last week’s bill, pro- 
vides a session of answers to ques- 
tions from the aud. He still leaves 
the impresh that he'd do better in 
a more intimate house. 

Les Rhode and house orch turn 
in their usual neat backing for the 
layout. Biz good when caught. 

Lary. 


Yiddish Nitery for Mont’! 


Montreal, Dec. 17. 

First Yiddish nitery in 
will preem in a few days with the 
opening of what was formerly Suf- 
frin’'s Steak House in the heart of 
the Jewish district. 

Spot which is having a $50,000 re- 
novating job done on it will operate 
on an approximately $1,500 weekly 
show budget. Rey Cooper, of the 
Paramount Entertainment Bureau, 
will book spot. Jenny Goldstein will 
top opening bill. 


achieves a| 


| Cavallaro, 


|Cugat for Feb. 4 stanza . 


days . 


‘with Red Nichols 


Montreal | 


Chieageo, Chi 
Chicago, Dec. 13. 

Cab Calloway Orch (17) with 
Peters Sisiers (3), Miller Bros. 
& Lois, Patterson & Jackson; 
“Cockeyed Miracle” (M-G). 

Cab Calloway and orch returns 
with same format. Outside of Miller 
brothers and Lois show could: stand 
more freshness and less band num- 
bers. 


Band opens with a fast run 
througn of “Zanzibeauts” which is 
tco loud and then Hylton Jefferson 
steps down for a terrif sax solo on 
“Danny Boy.” Buxom Peters Sisters 
give forth with “Sun in the Morn- 
ng.” Youngest of trio solos “They 
Didn’t Believe Me” for nice returns. 
Trio play around with “I Got 
thythm” and truck off to solid mitt. 

Jonah Jones, trumpeter, sings and 
blows “I Can’t Give You Anything 
3ut Love” to nice response Miller 
brothers and Lois do nifty tapstering 


On raised platforms ending with tap 
turn six feet high in the air. Off to 
nice returns. Patterson and Jack- 
son, rotund comics, click with im- 
presh of the Ink Spots and get 
laughs with additional clowning. 

takes over the rest of 
with “I Got a Girl Named 


Calloway 
the show 


Nellie,” “Hey Now,” and his by now 
standard “St. James Infirmary.” Biz 
licht at first show 





On the Upbeat 


Continued frem page 58 





Carlos Gawtel back to Hollywood 
after N. Y. stay with Stan Kenton... 
Charlene and Tony Fallisi joined Al 
Donahue band as vocalists... Victor 
Lombardo orchestra shares Click 
Club, Philly, stand with Hal Mc- 
Intyre, latter opening Jan. 2, Lom- 
bardo, Jan. 4. Lombardo signed to 
Apollo Records. 


Hollywood 


Maury Cohen, operator of 
ladium, abed with heavy cold... 
Sully Mason’s combo set for stand 
at La Loma, Aubuquerque, Dec. 20- 
31... Benny Carter, who recently 
disbanded his big band, in town 


Pal- 


|penning a book on alto sax tech- 


nique and_= arranging Glenn 
Henry band nosed north this week 
for four weeks of one-niters 

Dick Mulliner, formerly an arranger 
with Morton Gould and Carmen 
has assembled own 10- 
piece combo and will debut at 
Sherman's, San Diego, Jan. 3... 
Roy Milton’s crew set for Million 
Dollar theatre, L. A., week of Jan. 
15. House is angling for Xavier 
. Sam 


Lutz, manager of Lawrence Welk, 


|arrived on Coast this week to dig 


late spring bookings. .. Tom Ketter- 


on” col tee te te “ae 4 | ing, Frederick Bros.’ agency v.p., to 
; as to beg off. ow ran 


San Francisco with family for holi- 
. . Al Donahue set for return 
stand at Avodon ballroom, L. A. for 
four-stanza stay Dave Jacobs, 
Tommy Dorsey’s road manager, in 
for holiday lounge with family ... 
Billie Rogers’ sextet in from east 
and picking up One-nite spottings 
7 Tommy Rockwell, prexy of 
General Amusement Corp., will 
spend holidays here .. . Carlos Mo- 
lina orchestra which cut ties to 
Frederick Bros. office last summer 
to link with William Morris, this 
week switched back to FB represen- 
tation .. . Henry Busse set for Dec. 
21-31 stand at Commercial hotel, 
Elko, Nev. Following fortnight lay- 
off in Hollywood, crew treks north 
on one-niters and then into Palace 
hotel, San Francisco, for annual 
date, starting Jan. 23 for eight 
weeks Bob Crosby combo has 
new chirp, Dottie O’Brien, formerly 
... Following six- 
week stand at Palladium, terminat- 
ing Feb. 2, Charlie Spivak will zig- 
zag through three weeks of Pacific 
Northwest one-niters, then scramble 
back east... Dick Stabile has some 
innovations in new crew with which 
he opened yesterday 417) at Aragon 
ballroom. Leader is using a layout 
which includes three French horns; 
five reeds, including oboe and flute; 
one trumpet and one tram. Judy 
Stevens is new chirp with crew... 











South America 


(Continued from page 1) 








American in-person talent in its 
ornate casinos, but held little hope 
that large-scale talent operations 
would be resumed during the 
present administration of Eurico 
Dutra, who has forbidden gambling. 
As for live entertainment, there’s 
very little for importation to Amer- 
ica. Its orchestras are not too good. 


Stein declared that an invasion 
_of American talent would do much 
to offset extreme nationalist feelings 
and would go far in establishing 
more friendly feelings between both 
| continents. 
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Tait Finds U. S. Legit Aussie 
Lifesaver; Here to Buy Several 


Possibility of many of the current * 
Broadway shows being done i 


n 
Australia within the next two sea- New Orleans Snarl 








sons. is seen as result of the current ‘ A ; 
visit to N. Y of E. J Tait, head of On Excessive Rent 
has a monopoly on Aussie and New F L lA di ° 
Zealand legit. The 69-year-old show or 0ca u itor1um 


the J. C. Williamson chain which 
week and Is al New Orleans. Dec 17. 


man arrived last 


> yurchnase ’ . ’ 
ready dickering on I ! LASE of Management of the Municipal 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” “Oklahoma 
” } fans auditorium, in its zeal to achieve aj 
and “Harvey,” with the final ses- 
sion on the first two set for tomo balanced budget, has come a-cropper | 
row (Thurs.) with Rodgers, Ham-,in its dea y vith several ivic 
merstein and their attorneys. Pre- sdertakings 


started when 


Australia last 


liminary talks were 
Hamerstein was in 
summer 

Rate of exchange and 


Officials of the New Orleans Opera 
House Assn. and the New Orleans 


taxation symphony orchestra, not to mention 


have been main rub to daie. Tait) more than 40 Mardi Gras organiza- 
rever state at >» tax situation §, a 
however states that the ta tions, complain- that increases, ot 


is being ironed out satisfactorily ’ 


with the Australian government. He threats of increases rentals for 

plans to pick up, he says, enough performances at the town hall have 

sho, for the next three or four) hampered the success of these pub- 

years, being interested material lic-spirited enterp1 

that doesn’t date In its program notes | Lida,” 
On ‘Oklahoma! e vould take presented recentiys the opera group 

out 12 U.S. actors, feeling that show, attacks the auditorium’s policy in 


needs the American feel and touch. | an editorial entitled, “A Tale of Two 
“Harvey” would also necessitate an Cities.” The quote a New 
American Elwood Dowd, he thinks. York critic g the city offi- 
Americans, he says, can take their cials there tor providing the opera 
earnings out of the country without company there with an 
restriction. And personal income, theatre and 
taxes aren’t out of proportion. Tait| ment. free. Then there is this ob- 
owns “The Red Mill.” which he servation in the program notes of 
bought in 1938, but he prefers put- the opera house here: 

ting on new shows 


notes 


IS praisin 


improved 


modern stage equip- 


“In New Orleans we not only have 
He mentioned a slight difference to pay the city for its auditorium, 


of opinion with the Shuberts. Sev-| but rentals were recently jacked so 
eral revivals were bought from the high for a small rehearsal hall up- 
Shuberts, with terms of the contract. stairs that we found it necessary to | 
made for the duration of the war.’ go out and hold thése preliminary 
Although hostilities have ceased, the rehearsals elsewhere. And we have 
war is legally still on, until the been advised that next season our 
peace if signed. The Shuberts, rental price for opera performances 
legally bound, have been complain- will be hiked.” 
ing about one show in particular. Officials of the opera company 
Williamson chain has eight legit said their association pays rent for 
houses now. It had 14 in the pre- the theatre each night of an opera 
depression days before 1930. Firm, performance, “but we do not oper- 
which has been going since 1874, and ate have no control and receive no 
is worth now about $6,000,000, lost revenue from the soit drink and | 
$2,500,000 during the depression jjquor concessions operated in the 
years of 1930-1940. It wants now to. corridors during our performances.” 
expand its theatres, but the cost of a fey nights later the New Orleans 
building a legiter in Sydney today symph program noies also called at- 
is $2,000,000, a prohibitive price. The tention to the fact that the audi- | 
rival Fuller chain, which gave up all torium itself operates and profits 
its legiters to films in depression | from these concessions although the 
days, wants to return to legit but! auditorium has been paid for by the 
can’t get back its houses and finds it, society that sponsors the orchestra. 
tee expensive to build. | 
From Pearl Harbor on, says Tait, | 
legit boomed in Australia, largely | 
due to influx of free-spending GIs. | 
Now, with GIs gone, and the high | This textile industrial city, long 
cost of living, spending power of the heavy in its operatic and other tilt- 
public has dropped. But he still ed-brow importations, including bal- 
sees good b.o. let, is readying blueprints for a 
Since the war, 80% of Aussie legit 5,.000-seat $1,000,000 auditorium. Hall 
have been American plays. Balance will be dedicated to war dead. 
were English. No native playwright 
has been successful. Australia has 
no tryout towns, like the U. S., for 
a local playwright to develop. With- 
out the aid of American plays, said 


Tait, his firm would have had to go { NEW OFFICERS SLATED 
"Gentes FOR TREASURERS CLUB 


Greatest U. S. success in Aussie 

has been “Kiss and Tell” in 1944. N. Y. Treasurers club will have 
which ran 53 weeks at the Comedy, f » efinawe inati f 
Melbourne. Tait thinks the record | “OUT NeW officers, nominations for 
will never be equalled. Greatest Which are tantamount to election. 
musical success was “The Belle of Nominees are Lewis Harris (Bilt- 
New York,” first done in 1899, and more), president; Hugh McGauley 
revived 50 times since. (Lyceum), vice-president; Charles 


Plan Spartanburg Aud 
Spartanburg, S. C., Dec. 17. 


naturing set for January. 





| Lang (Music Box), financial secre- 


Annabella May Go tary, and Herman Leins (Belasco), 


recording secretary. The latter is an 


incumbent. 
To France for a Film There were 14 named for the 


Annabella, who closes in the four- 24rd, six to be elected when ballots 
character play, “No Exit.” at the 3re counted Friday (21). Six mem- 


Biltmore, N. Y., Saturday (21), may bers of the club died in the past, 


do a picture in France since she , ¥¢4%. denting the reserve fund, each 
plans a two or three-month visit DeMeficiary getting $1,000. However, 
there sometime next year to visit | the club recently had a highly suc- 
her family. Under contract to 20th- CeSsful benefit performance, 
Fox for one picture a year, trip 
abroad depends upon when studio 
will have a vehicle ready for her, | 
Planning to remain in New York | 
for the present for radio dates, ac- | 
tress will stay east until her next 
film, “13. Rue Madeleine.” opens in 





Laurence Schwab 


writes on how he 


January at the Roxy, N. Y.. follow- | ‘6 P ’ 

ing the run of “Razor’s Edge.” She | Play ed It Safe for 
then goes to the Coast for about ; 99 
month. wants Barrymore 


Frances McCann’s Show 

Frances McCann, seen on Broad- | 
way in “Vagabond King” and “Rosa- | 
linda,” has been released from her ine 
Metro contract to sign for role of | 41st Annive eat Number 
Nadina in revival of “The Chocolate | of 
Soldier,” due on Broadway shortly. 

ARI 


* 7 * o 


an editorial feature 
of the forthcoming 


Musical goes into rehearsal Jan. 
6 with singer arriving from Coast 
Jan. 4. 











‘“‘Broadway, Showcase 
of the World” 
By Benjamin Fielding 
gives the 
New York City License Commis- 


sioner's perspective of keeping 
Broadway on the beam 


* “ 7 


an editorial feature 
of the forthcoming 


11st Number 


{nniversary 


of 


VARIETY 








isewed up tight. 


Architectural and engineering sig- | 
| 


Bowman (Miller), treasurer; Murray | 


— 





Chi Patrons Burn 


At Ticket Clamp 


Chicago, Dec. 17 


Ticket-butchel situation, which 


has long been critical here, has 
reached a crisis recently Que to un 
availing efforts of many patrons to 
get seals 


Special gripe is against musicals 
with customers doing slow burn be- 
cause as soon as show is announced 
in dailies, it’s all “sold out” the same 
day, with mail order requests being 
returned as late as several weeks 
afterwards with “Sorry, all sold out 
notices inserted 

Shuberts have an arrangement 
with the Barnes ticket brokerage 
office here for the first 16 rows on 
most of their hits for four weeks o1 
longer. Barnes has local situation 
House, however, is 
Barnes can't. sell 
dumps the tickets 


hit because if 
ducats, agency 


{right before curtain time back to 


the boxoffice. 

“Song of Norway” didn’t even an- 
nounce New Year's eve tickets for 
sale because Barnes bought out the 
main floor except for some $7.20 
seats. Word-of-mouth gab getting 
around has hit the nut for other 
nights as people would just as soon 


go to pic rather than have to pay | 


the extra take from Barnes. Mail 
orders are also off because subur- 
banites remembering experience 
from other musicals just aren’t writ- 
ing. 

Situation is doubly bad in Chi be- 
cause Shuberts own or control all 
houses here outside of the Civic, 
Civic Opera House, and Erlanger. 
Amusement departments of local 


| dailies are receiving heavy flow of | 
calls and letters from complaining | 


readers 


Bushnell, Hartford, May 
Shutter in Political Snarl 
After Election Wrangle 


Hartford, Dec. 17. 

As the result of a slap by city 

hall politicos, this city may soon be 
surrounded by an iron curtain on 
egit, operas, song festivals, ete. 
Bushnell Memorial, which is only 
house available for these attractions, 
may be shuttered if the ward heel- 
ers have their say. 

Situation is this: Former Mayor 
| William Mortensen, manager of the 
; Bushnell, was the leader of forces 
seeking a change in city government 
through the adoption of a city man- 
ager form of government. Mayor 
Cornelius Moylan was violently op- 
posed to the plan. He hung himself 
on a limb in trying to defeat same. 
The Mortensen forces won out at the 
election recently. The Mayor is 


‘' known to have not taken defeat too | 


'gracefully. Thursday (12) came the 
‘announcement that the house, not 
only may be compelled to pay back 
special license fees for the 16 years 
it has been operating but also may 
be denied the privilege of a license, 
meaning its shuttering. 

After a hiatus of 16 years, it has 
been suddenly discovered (a little 
over a week after the special elec- 
} tion) that the Bushnell Memorial 
|has not paid a $200 annual license 
fee since it was first opened in 1930. 
Conferences on the failure of the 
,;house to pay this annual fee have 
| been held by Assistant Corporation 
Counsel William Galvin, Jr.. and 
Chief of Police Michael Godfrey. 
House has been operating under as- 
sumption that it need not pay the 
| fee. This assumption was based on 
| an interpretation by the corporation 
i—- when the house first opened. 
| Bushnell, which is tax-exempt by 
|}a special statute, has been sponsor- 
ing and supporting various amuse- 
ment activities. This city has no 
other facilities available for such 


| readably. 


| the profits of “The Glass Menagerie,” which played there. 


Ashton Stevens on Critics 


Ashton Stevens, drama critic from the Chicago Herald-American and 
dean of the nation’s first-nighters, proffered some advice to younger mem- 


| bers of the critical fraternity in his column last Friday (6) on the subject 


of “toughness.” Terming the word “tough” a new bit of Varieryese as 

applied to drama critics, Stevens said that too many young critics regard 

it as a compliment and try to write down to it. “They can't keep it up 
They first lose their readers, then their jobs.” 

Stevens cautions them to start tender and toughen gradually. “I can't 
tell you just how long this takes—-I must have been shining my trousers 
on aisle-seat plush for all of several weeks before outraged producers and 
indignant authors and actors found out that I was untender, or even worse 
“But,” he says, “somehow, I survived. In God’s good time 
I learned that, among the people he criticizes 


uncooperative.” 


actors, playwrights, man- 


agers—a critic is as good as his last ‘good notice.” One ‘good notice, 


nicety 
timed, will start him all over again with a clean slate, for stagefolk 


the most forgiving folk in the world.” 


Pointing to Walter Winchell as the “most widely quoted dramatic critic 
in the world,” Stevens seid he was pained to read a Winchell column re. 
cently which gave credit for Winchell’s success to the following counsel 
by the late Jimmy Walker 22 years ago: “I have just learned that you are 
also to be the dramatic critic. I don't know what to predict, except 
warn you that you can be a great success and lose all these 
{showpeople ] 


lo 
friends 
or keep them and become a great big flop.” 

But Stevens said Winchell defied this dictum, keeping at least 70 of 
his friends without becoming either a great big flop or a little one. “He 
wrote what he saw in the proscenium as he saw it. True, the Shuberts 
barred him for a bit, but gladly readmitted him to their Broadway houses 
when it was discovered that a production without some kind of a Winchell 
quote was inviting unlingering death. 


Lillian Hellman on the Crix 
Dramatist Lillian Hellman spilled some of her thoughts about the crities 
in the Sunday (15) N. Y. Times, with particular attention to that paper's 
reviewer, Brooks Atkinson, although his was a favorable notice on het 
“Another Part of the Forest,” which opened last month on Broadway, 
Starting by saying she had previously declined to discuss the topic pub- 


licly, “because the critic-writer relationship ts too involved,” she is con- 
vinced that “when enough serious writers come into the theatre, they will 
be followed by serious critics . the American theatre—there are many 


honorable exceptions—deserves the flippancy with which it is treated 

but we are in no position seriously to protest the proud low-browism of, 
say, the Daily News critic (John Chapman) or the talented low-browism of 
The New Yorker critic” (Wolcott Gibbs, about whom she recently com- 
plained to New Yorker editor Harold Ross) 

Miss Hellman opines that: “Answering critics is a sucker game”... dis- 
agreement between the writer and critic is hereditary and must be con- 
scientiously preserved by all of us. It is in the great tradition. Dramatist 
appears to have been steamed up because Atkinson regarded her “Forest” 
as melodrama, nor does she know what he means, she says, when he said 
it is a contrived play, nor his term, “organic play.” Yet her advice to 
young people who want to write plays is: “read and learn from Mr. Atkin- 
son because he is worth reading, worth learning from. Then make your- 
self forget that he does not like action on the stage, that he recoils from 
evil people and retreats from violence violence and evil are among 
the true materials of drama: always have been, always will be.” 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Playhouse, N. Y., is making some sort of record for fast flops, the with- 
drawal of “Land’s End” Saturday (14), after five performances, being the 
fourth play which failed in the same spot within a period of two months. 
“End” had five settings and its cost is estimated to have been in excess of 
$60,000. “Hear That Trumpet,” “The Haven” and “A Family Affair” were 
the other mistakes in the same theatre, and the estimated combined red is 
around $200,000. 

Ben Marden, former nightclub operator, bought the Playhouse last sea- 
son from Harry Fromkes, who purchased the property from Wm. A. Brady 
as an investment. Fromkes not only made plenty from the resale but from 
Playhouse is 


an independent legiter. “Temper the Wind” is slated to bow into the the- 


atre next week. 


Tennessee Williams wrote an appreciation of the late Laurette Taylor, 
who co-starred in his “The Glass Menagerie,” saying: “I feel now—as I 
have always felt—that a whole career of writing for the theatre is re- 
warded enough by having created one good part for a great actress .. . is 
a reward I find sufficient for all the effort that went before and any that 
may come after.” 

Miss Taylor, who died in N. Y. Dec. 7, was named the top actress of 
1944-45 im Variety's poll of the critics. The star answered the critical 
acclaim by stating “that the postman does ring twice.’ Miss Taylor re- 
ferred to her earlier stage successes, prior to the annual tab of critical 
opinions. 


Road company of “Oklahoma!” was recently mentioned in VARIETY as 
having appeared in Omaha, but actually it hasn't played that stand as yet. 
It set a record gross of $119,708 in nine times in Oklahoma City, with tak- 
ings of $97,183 for eight performances in Des Moines being the runnerup 
figure. In the latter stand the show was given in the KRNT radio theatre, 
the 4,200-seater usually having road shows for one night. Record solo per- 
formance grosses are claimed for the house, top coin going to “Up In 
Central Park,” $13,695. .That figure includes tax, the approximate boxoffice 
being $10,000, top being $4.27. 


Musicians union added another Shakespearean work to its listing by 
ruling the American Repertory Theatre's presentation of “Henry VIII” at 
the International, N. Y., to be a musical play because of an incidental 
| score. There are nine in the pit, and the increased scale calls for the 
contractor to get $193, the conductor $165, and trumpeter $110 weekly, 
with six men being paid $16 per performance. 


If, as and when “Annie Get Your Gun” is produced in London, an 18% 
royalty overhead to the original U. S. producers and authors must be taken 
care of. Rodgers & Hammerstein, producers, along with Irving Berlin, 
Dorothy and Herbert split the 18% among them. 


productions. Since its opening, the | 
house has been operating at a loss | Pittsburgh. Dec. 17. 
that hovers up to and above $20,000 | ae y ls 

annually. It is an endowed insti-| Virginia Bosler, one of the ballet 
tution that was given as a gift to girls in Girl,” left the 


the city. couple of performances 


BALLET GIRL MAKES GOOD 


“Bloomer 
show for 


CHI EXHIB INTO LEGIT 

Chicago, Dec. 17 
James Jovan, owner of Chicago's ji ee = 
Monroe theatre, picture house, has with a contract as a principal dance 
formed a legit producing company, | i" latter show. 
Advance Productions, Inc. She's leaving “Bloomer” during 
First play, “Why, Mr. Lawrence!” , Philadelphia run to begin rehearsals 
opened in Davenport, Ia., for four | in musical fantasy by Frederick 
days and plans are for it to come to| Loewe and Alan Lerner, who wrote 


during recent Nixon engagement in 
‘order to audition in New York for 
“Brigadoon” and came back here 


. Chicago after the first of the year.' last season's “Day Before Spring.” 
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D.C. Negro Admission Issue Heads 
For Court, ‘No Refund Rule Stays 


Washington, Dec. 17. 
printed reports that there may be 
some easing of the National theatre's 
policy against admitting Negroes are 
denied here, and the issue seems 
P -ourts. 

eaded for the cour 
. House manage! Ed Plohn has made 
ood on the theatre’s announcement 
that it would refuse refunds to ticket 


purchasers who are refused admis- 


sion on racial grounds or because 
' i 

they are in the company of those 
refused admission Next step ap- 


pears up to the Committee for Racial 
Democracy had previously 
declared it would take court action 
if “if the next interracial group is 
refused admission and denied refund 
of ticket money”. Lobby signs and 
newspaper adve rtisements have both 
publicized the “no refund” policy. 
Denying reports of a compromise 


which 


which would result in easing the 
racial ban next season, Plohn de- 
clared that “the situation is status 
quo”. Meanwhile, the same racial 
issue has been stirring up new heat 
on another front—the Lisner Audi- 
torium of George Washington U1 

versity here. This is the auditorium 


which was picketed during the run 


of “Joan of Lorraine” due to its 
“white only” policy. Lisner is now 
said to have cancelled all outside 


engagements for the time being 


The university's board met re- 
cently to take up the question of 
whether to reverse its policy and 
copy that of Constitution Hall, where 
tickets are sold to Negroes. The 
board postponed action until its next 
meeting and as result has been 


flayed for vacciliation by local civic 
groups and clergy 


Membership Vote 

If and when Equity takes action 
jin the barring of Negroes from ad- 
mission to legit theatres in Washing- 
ton, the final result will probably be 
made by membership referendum. 
Too many angles are present for the 
council decide a solution. Last 
week’s council session was devoted 
to a lengthy discussion of segrega- 
tion, although no recommendation 
from the committee was submitted. 

Equity sent a representative to the 
capital to survey opinion on the 
barring of Negroes some weeks ago. 
A flock of officials and newspaper 
execs were interviewee the report 
being turned over to the committee 
Understood that most of those asked 
to comment advocated elimination of 
the ban. 


When Clarence Derwent. Equity’s 


to 


prexy, appeared at the National in. 


Washington, he emphatically op- 
posed segregation but he spoke as 
an individual, not for the whole 
association. In some quarters it is 
felt that the situation will clear up. 
Since there is no such problem on 
Broadway, and because the national 
capital is also a metropolitan com- 
munity, it should not be bound by 
customs of the deep south, it's felt. 
It's a question whether the admit- 
lance of Negroes would affect at- 
tendance at the National any more 
than it does on Broadway. It’s be- 
lieved that plays which appeal to 
Playgoers generally may not be ap- 
preciated by colored citizens, there 
ordinarily being comparatively few 
such patrons. Matter of prices may 
be a factor, ticket scales for legit 
being higher than for most 

theatre amusements. 
“a: a the managers have taken 
oe — on the matier, nor have 
de er stage unions, and until 
ae sroups clarity the issue, it's 
pa a Equity will decide on its 
ea far a group of dramatists 
ken a stand against segregation 


. Washington though the dramatists 
uild, as such, has not. 


Trudi Schoop Due 
For Return to U. S. 


Trudi Sch 
©“choop§ and 
Ballet (22 dancers) are 
c ‘ly j 
@ early in January from Holland, 


to open a 16 
; -week tour c tatme 
beginning with i the states 


her Comic 
due in Amer- 


a two-day stay in 
peronto Jan. 16-17. Company, which 
ron la here since 1939, will 
~ ew York, although house and 
ee set yet. S. Hurok is 
Pn Schoop and a small dance 

P have been in Switzerland 


Carine the war years, playing at the 
a po cabaret, Zurich. steadily 
ihe oor 0 to March. 46, then leav- 
ys A European tour. Come- 

“Gancer will introduce a new 


two-act ballet, ‘ 
t, “B ” . 
Americ “4 arbara,” on her 


other | 





a 


Metropolitan Opera General 
Manager 


Edward Johnson 


accents in a story 


“Is Grand Opera Also 
A Business ?”’ 
- a 7 
an editorial feature 


in the forthcoming 


41st Annive; sary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











Striking Critic’s Opinion 
Used in Show’s Ads As 
Sub Gets Philly Brush 


Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 





Drama criticism situation in 
Philadelphia, scrambled the past 
| month by the strike on the Record 
wees a fantastic turn last week 


‘Whole editorial staff, including crit- 


ic Edwin H. Schloss, has been out, 
although paper has continued pub- 
lishing, with its executives doing 
the editorial work. Gilbert Krause, 
vicepresident and attorney for the 


Record, has been covering the open- 
ings, his sketchy drama background 
reportedly being filled out by press 
releases 

“Finian’s Rainbow,’ musical fan 
tasy with social significance back- 
ground which preemed in Philly last 
week, was given rave notices by 
regular reviewers on the three othe 
sheets, as well as by couple of radio 
reviewers, Record’s review was 
| unfavorable. Whereupon show's pro- 
duce 


put 


rs got quotes from Schloss, who 


liked show immensely, and ran it 
in ads in other sheets, saying “This 
is what the Record’s regular re- 


viewer, Edwin H. Schloss, has to say 
about “Rainbow.” Subsequent daily 
| ads carry quotes from all the papers. 
but use Schloss’ instead of Krause’s, 

Reviewing condition has been hec- 
tic because, in addition to Schloss’ 
absence, the Daily News was with- 


out its regular reviewer several 
weeks, Gerard Gaghan being hos- 


pitalized. Situation left one morning 
paper, the Inquirer, with a regular 
critic, Linton Martin, and the Eve- 
ning Bulletin, with Bob Sensender- 
| fer. 

Situation, therefore, caused all the 
more wonder recently when “Top- 


litzky of Notre Dame” preemed in | 


| Philly, the Inquirer's Martin (who 
‘is also musie critic), passing up the 
“Toplitzky” opening to cover an oft- 
produced Metropolitan Opera Co. 
presentation, “The Marriage of 
Figaro,” sending a second stringer te 
cover the legiter. 


TA DISTRIBUTES 256 
TO ACTOR GROUPS 


Theatre Authority, which extracts 
15% from benefit shows for theatri- 
cal charities, has again distributed 
$25,000 to various talent groups and 
guilds, the board deciding to hold 
another $15,000 in reserve. Amounts 
dispersed to the talent unions, such 
as Equity, American Federation of 
Radio Artists, American Guild of 
| Variety Artists, Screen Actors Guild, 


plus the Actors Fund and_ the 
Catholic. Jewish and _ Episcopal 
;guilds, amounts to around $2,000 
i each. 


| As usual, the League of New York 
Theatres allocates its share to the 
Actors Fund, Equity doing likewise, 
with a percentage going to the Stage 
Relief Fund and the Negro Actors 
Guild. Similarly, SAG _ apportions 
part of its TA share to the Motion 
Picture Relief fund. 


Arrowhead Strawhat 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

New strawhat theatre is under or- 
ganization here for showing next 
summer at Arrowhead Lake, where 
film folks often spend their week- 
| ends when Palm Springs is 
hot. 

Company, headed by Estelie Tay- 
lor and Michael Whalen, is known 
jas Taylen Productions. 


Loo 


New 


| of 
| Ronald Miller. 


Navy Vet for Legiter 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

Lewis & Young, legit 

for the forthcoming stage 

“The Story of Mary Surratt.” 

Piece will open in Santa Barbara 

and move to New York after a brief 
stand in San Francisco. 


play, 








Buffalo’s Kleinhans 
Nixed for Movable 


Scenery; Fire Hazard 


Buffalo, Dec. 17 

Theatrical performances using 
movable scenery in public audi- 
torlums here are out from now on 
due to fire hazards, according to an 
order issued by Mayor Dowd. Asa 
result, opera is banned from the 
swank Kleinhans Music Hall. The 
Mayor's insistence is stated to ap- 
ply to every public building. 

Recently the Mayor's office 
clamped down on standees in local 


houses 
Kleinhans Music Hall is hardest hit 


picture 


because, despite multi-million dollar 
| 


has 
flues 
no automatic sprinkling 
Edward H. Letchworth, 
president of the Hall, stated that the 


and 
curtall no 
and 


structure equipment, it no 


asbestos stage ol 
ducts, 


system. 


cost of conversion would be more 
than $150,000. He pointed to ice 
shows at the Memorial Auditorium, 


where movable scenery is also used. 
The Mayor promised there would be 
no exceptions. 


SGT. PAUL SIEGEL DOING 
OK WITH POPS, SYMP 


Vienna, Dec. 9. 


Set. Paul Siegel, the GI songwriter 
from Brooklyn, who has been cut- 
ting a swath in Viennese popular 


musie with a string of hits, breaks 
into the classical field Dec. 23, when 


Vienna Philharmonic, under Fred- 
erick Fall, plays his “Symphonic 
Diary” for a Christmas audience of 


5.000 soldiers and platters to be sent 
to the U. S. 

Piece is a full-length composition 
recording Siegel’s impressions of war 
and peace in Italy and Vienna. Sie- 
gel has also produced a set of four 
songs for orchestra and tenor now 
set for radio presentation by Herbert 
Alsen, Vienna State Opera singer. 
Suite is called “I Am the Voice of 
Europe.” 

In the pop field Siegel has nine 
songs published by firms here and in 
Switzerland and Italy. 
rette in Europe” and “In Vienna So 
Far Away,” are top local radio plugs. 
He’s also conducting a weekly per- 
sonal spot on Red-White-Red U.S.- 
sponsored Austrian network under 


l title of “Vienna Inspires an Ameri- 
names | 


can Composer.’ Top native 
have joined Siegel on the airing to 
sing his numbers. 





‘Mill’ Partnership 
Claim Wins Point 


New York Federal Court Judge 
| Henry W. Goddard last week dis- 


| missed a motion by Paula Stone and 


Hunt Stromberg, Jr., to dismiss a 


claim of one-third partnership in 
“Red Mill” by Nathan Kurtz. 
Kurtz made the claim as admin- 


j producers, | 
signed Roland Morris, Navy veteran, | 


Two “Ciga-. 


istrator for the estate of Jerome L. | 


Kurtz, who is alleged to 
third partnership in “Mill,” current 
Broadway revival being produced 
by Stromberg and Miss Stone. The 


elder Kurtz died last year after 
which, according to the plaintiff, 
the two producers transferred 
the assets and property of the 
company from Red Mill Co. to Red 
Mill & Co., failing to account for 
one-third of the share to the Kurtz 
estate 


Sherek’s Quickie Voyage 


London 
Sherek 


legit producer Henry 
3 on the Queen 
Elizabeth which brought him _ to 
York last week, his first trip 
to the States since before the war. 
Mrs. Sherek accompanied him. Ro- 
land Young sails with them, both ar- 
riving Friday in London with re- 
hearsals of “Truant In Park Lane” 
slated to start the ensuing Monday. 

The next incoming trip of the 
Elizabeth, due to dock in New York 
Jan. 1 brings over Dorothy Dixon, 
Ivor Novello, Beatrice Lillie, Bev- 
erly Baxter, Canadian MP and critic 
the London Evening Standard, 


returns Jan 


have a! 


| 
| 
| sex of a character has been changed 





Rev. Gilbert V. Hartke 


(Head of Catholic University 
Theatre) 


writes on 
**The Closer Tie Today 
Between the Profes- 
sional and University 


Stage” 
ce «@ 
an editorial feature 
in the forthcoming 
41st Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











‘Shoes’ Tries Special 
Ads in Daihes to Make 


It Taller Than She Is’ 


Broad- 
unani- 


undaunted 
who 


Apparently 
way critics 
mously 


by 
bore down 
in castigating the musical, 
“If the Shoe Fits,” recently opened 
at the Century by Leonard Sillman, 
he inserted extra-space copy in the 
dailies, with excerpts from 
| able notices in Detroit, Cleveland 
and Boston. Most recent ads of that 
type appeared Monday (16). Sillman 
insisted “Shoe” would continue un- 
til Jan. 4, but early this week “Top- 
litsky ef Notre Dame” was adver- 
tised to open at the Century Christ- 
mas night 

Edgar Luckenbach, Jr.. 
the steamship line owne1 
of the heaviest investors in “Shoe,” 
is credited with saying he’d “hock 
another ship” if necessary to stay in 
show business, but he did not 
specifically mention the Sillman 
musical. 


That 


scion of 
and one 


there wa: plenty of coin back- 
ing the attraction indicated by 
the list of angels, Equity paid 
salaries on the first Saturday (7) at 
the Century, from guarantee money 
on deposit, but Monday (9) morn- 
ing fresh money in large denomina- 
tions was posted yet the company 
payoff again was made by Equity 
last Saturday (14). 

Booking coniract for the Century 
calis for $7,500 weekly guarantee to 
the house, and the show could have 
remained but the angels probably 
nixed the idea. 


Was 


AUTHOR IN NEW SWITCH 
CHANGES ACTOR’S SEX 


Paris, Dec. 5. 


Though use of femmes in male 
parts is frequent here (as instanced 
in “Aiglon,’ normally done by 
femmes since Sarah Bernhardt), the 


for the first time here during the 
run of a play to permit switching the 
part from an actor to an actress. 

In a comedy current at the La 
Bruyere, titled “Un Ange Passe” 
(“An Angel Goes By”), Pierre Bras- 
seur, who authored the play, cast 
himself in the part of a sympathetic 
grandfather. Shortage of suitable 
actors for the part, illustrating cur- 
rent casting difficulties here, made 
him change the character from a 
grandfather to a grandmother when 
he had to leave the play to fill a 
previous screen contract. 


This permitted casting Marcelle 
Geniat, character actress who last 
| year did standout work in “Celes- 
ioe as the grandmother. 


Eckert Goodman’s Play 


Eckert Goodman, 
of Town & Country 
four-character play. “If This Be 
Error.” which he admits may be too 
straight a line the critics, but 
after his large-cast “Many Mansions” 
of eight ago he decided on a 
few-peopled play. “Mansions,” pre- 
sented by Dorothy Waillard ‘(of the 


associate editor 
is working ona 


for 


years 


Cyrus H. McCormick clan) ran al- 
most six months on Broadway but 
lost money, because of the large 
company and its $12,000 nut, par- 
ticularly large in those years. 
Goodman is the son of Jules 
Eckert Goodman who, with the late 
Montague Glass. authored the “Pot- 
ash & Perlmutter plays Elder 
Goodman's “The Great Romancer” 


done in London some years ago with 

; Robert Morley, is being talked of 
| for a Broadway version, Alexander 
i Dumas is the central character. 


favor- | 


Next Week’s Broadway Openings 
To See 4 Preems on 2 Nights 


4 


» Sudden bookings may account for 
the confusion of premiere dates next 
(Christmas) week when four out of 
five new attractions are slated to 
bow in on two nights. Opposed 
openings on the holiday night are 
“Wonderful Journey,” Coronet, and 
a revival of “Burlesque,” Belasco, 
both being straight plays. Following 


evening, “Beggar's Holiday” (ex- 
“Twilight Alley”) Broadway, and 
“Toplitzky of Notre Dame,” Century, 
are dated to ring up, that brace 
being musicals Fifth opening is 
“Temper the Win ,” Playhouse, first 
called “Drums of Peace.” 

There is some indication that a 
couple of ‘managements’ involved 
were well aware that their shows 


would probably be covered by see- 
ond-string reviewers. Last season 
there was one oOpening-night con- 
flict, when “The Rugged Path” rung 
up on the same night as “Are You 
With It,” followed by plenty of acri- 
monious comment between the re- 


spective producers, but two opposed 
debuts in the same week haven't oc- 
curred In many years 

“Holiday” listed its premiere date 


in 
the custom 


well 
been 


of opening, as has 
in managerial cir- 
cles. Show fared badly in Beston 
last week, a1 after a ragged first 
performance there. business was so 


advance 





bad that the current week was can- 


‘celled, management paying the the- 


atre rather than take heavier finan- 
cial wallop. “Holiday” represents an 
investment around $300,000. Com- 
pany was brought back for further 
rehearsals, with George Abbott, who 
started the show in Bos- 
ton, in 


BOLGER ILLNESS FORCES 
LAYOFF FOR ‘READY’ 


Although “Three to Make Ready 
was among the majority flock of 
Broadway shows affected by the pre- 
Christmas slump last week, illness 
of Ray Bolger, the revue’s star, re- 
sulted in the show suspending at the 
Adelphi after Saturday (14) night’s 
performance, Bolger has been suffer- 
ing from an arthritis condition and 
recently cancelled a matinee for that 
reason. A recent liver complication 
resulted in his entering Harkness 
Pavilion, Medical Center, for tests. 

“Three” is expected to resume 
next Monday (23) and is definitely 
dated to close on Jan. 4, to be fol- 
lowed by the musical “Street Scene,” 
currently trying out in Philadelphia. 
It is planned to lay off the revue 
after New Year's for three or four 
weeks, so that Bolger and the cast 
can have a vacation, “Three” then 
going to Chicago for an indefinite 
stay at the Blackstone. Show was 
forced to move from the Broadhurst, 
where it spanned the summer, build- 
ing to capacity. While it originally 
played the Adelphi that spot was 
considered too large for an intimate 
musical. 

Stanley Gilkey and Barbara Payne 
are producing “Three.” In asssocia- 
tion with Elaine Carrington, Gilkey 
is readying another revue, “Cross 
Town.” Miss Carrington radio 
writer of soap operas, is collabo- 
rating on the book with Draper 
Lewis. Five writers figure in the 
score, Tom Prideaux, Arthur Siegel, 
Jeff Bailey, George Blake and Rich- 
erd Liebert. Peter Lind Hayes and 
Mary Healy are mentioned for the 
leads. 


restaging 
charge. 


Cornell-McClintic Due 
Back From Londen 


Katharine Cornell and Guthrie 
McClintic, her husband, are due 
back from London, Sunday (22), 
aboard the liner America Star 
made a speedy trip overseas to con- 


fer with Kate O’Brien, who is 
dramatizing her novel, “For One 
Sweet Grape.” for Miss Cornell's 


probable use this season. 

Miss Cornell is said to have ex- 
pressed interest in the script, which, 
however, has not been completed. 
Title is tentative for stage usage 

WHORF SHARES IN ESTATE 

Buffalo, Dec. 17. 

Actor-director Richard Whorf 
shares in the estate of his late cousin, 
Miss Arietta Lothrop, former super- 
intendent of the Buffalo Fine Arts 
School, according to her will filed 
here last week. 

Whorf inherits all the family heir- 
looms, with the rest of the estate 
going to church organizations and 
personal friends of the deceased. 
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New Standouts Set Broadway Pace; 


Early Xmas Shopping Seen Aid To 
Biz: Forest, ‘Blake, ‘Years’ Okay 





| 

The slump along Broadway last | about all the house will hold; a 

week was fully expected, with all| boxseats unsold at matinees but | 
\ as ALi’ ’ : . ort | 
the longest-run shows off form but / standees, well over $25,500 


most ol the new standouts, plus those 


Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD ‘Comedy-Drama), R_ (Revue) 
M (Musical), O (Opereita) 

“Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(31st week) (M-1,427° $6.60) New 
Year's eve attendance may not be 
so hot for some attractions but this 
one looks certain of capacity, ag al- 
wavs since start; $45,500. 

“Bal Negre,” 3elasco (M-1,077: 
$4.80). Was supposed tu have finaled 
last Saturday (14) but business okay 


at $18,500, and it was decided to con- 
tinue a seventh week: “Burlesque” 
listed for Christmas night. 

“Another Part of the Forest,” Ful- 
ton (4th week, (D-968: $4.80). Slated 
for a run: sold out nightly last week 
with some matinee variance; $22.000, 
big 

“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (46th 
week) (C-993; $4.80). Not the slight- 
est change in the capacity pace re- 
ported, gross being quoted at $21,000. 

“Call Me Mister,” National (35th 
week) (R-1,164; $6). Has little op- 
position in the field of revue, and 
continues to collect more than $32,- 
500 weekly. 

“Carousel,” Majestic 
(M-1,667; $6). Has been off, but ex- 
pected to bounce back after this 
week; estimated takings last week 
down to around $25,000. 

“Christopher Biake,” 
(2d week) 
crease claimed last week, when mat- 
inees slightly up; well over $24,000 
quoted. 

“Happy Birthday,” Broadhurst 
(ith week) (CD-1,160; $4.80). Newer 
favorites such as this one aimed 
through season to big money; again 
around $30,500, capacity. 

“Harvey,” 48th St. (111th week) 
{C-920; $4.20. For a show aimed 
through third season laugh show is 
plenty prosperous here, and so is 
th: Chicago : .ipany; $18,000. 


, 


(87th week) 


Music Box 


“Icetime,” Center (26th week) (R- | 


2,994; $2.40). Skating revue in big 
house varies now and then; claimed 
over $30,000; expected to sky as 
usual during holidays. 

“If the Shoe Fits,” Century (M- 
1,712; $4.80). Final and 3d week; 
after first night walloping § got 
meagre takings, under $13,500. 

“Joan of Lorraine,” Alvin (4th 
week) (D-1,331; $4.80). One of the 
strongest draws in season, with 
house capacity plus limit of standees 
= performances; more than $32,- 
00. 

“Land's End,” Playhouse. Opened 
last Wednesday; weak nices; yanked 
Saturday after five performances; 
“Temper the Mind” next week. 

“Life With Father,” Bijou (367th 
week) (C-613; $3.60). 


prove after pre-holiday slump as 
it has in past. 

“Made in Heaven,” Miller (8th | 
week) (C-940; $4.20), Slated through | 
winter and likely to span season; | 
business eased off a bit, with $11,000 | 
approximated. 

“No Exit,” Biltmore (D-920; $4.80). 
Final and 4th week; got some atten- 
tion and fair business but under | 
stop limit: “Love Goes to Press” 
booked in Jan. 1. 

“O Mistress Mine,” Empire (38th | 
week) (CD-1,082; $4.80). Popularity 
of stars (Lunts) should carry this 
click into warm weather; takings 
continue at $24,000 plus. 

“Oklahoma!”, St. James (199th 
week) (M-1,509; $4.80). Off in re- 


International 
$4.20) 

takings 
approximately. 


Booth 
Another 
ting benefit 
Big 
down to $8,500. 


(9th week) (C-1,064: $4.20), 
its class and shou 
takings 
around $20,500. 


week ) 
ads 
when 
due off Jan. 4. 


| 
(D-979: $4.80). Some in- | 


? 


| 


| 


' Eric Maschwitz, 
| received. 
Dipped to show should do for a moderate run. 
around $7,500 but expected to "as 


'tre Guild series, 


“The Fatal Weakness,” Royale (4th 


of last season, virtually at capacity.;| week) (CD-1,025; $4.80). Drawing | 
Trend in Christmas shopping has | excellent money so far with some | 
been to get it finished early so it| performances capacity; $21,000. } 
won't be surprising if this week, the “The Iceman Cometh,” Beck (10th 
finale before the Yule holiday, reg-| week) (D-1,213: $5.40). Business 
isters better grosses than those tallied holds to big money but slightly off 
on boxoffice tements as of Dec. 14. | Jast week when advance sale 
The effect ol the co al strike evi- oppe he $24, 0( 0 estimated } 
dently has not been full; absorbea “The Voice of the Turtle,” Morosco 
but the visitor volume to the met- | (141st week) (C-939; $3.60). Slipped 
ropolis should soon attain normalcy. | to around $7,500, low mark for three- 
Season has been woefully weak In person play, which is slated through 
new musicals, only a few having ar- the winter 
rived, with none a real click. Next “Three: to Make Ready,” Adelphi | 
tune show will be “Beggar's Holi- | (41st week) (R-1,434: $4.80). Slipped 
dav” ("Twilight Alley") and “Top- to $16,500: intimate revue suspended 
litskv of Notre Dame,” coming next this week. 
week. three other musicals being “Years Ago,” Mansfield (2d week) 
due in January. “Street Scene.” (C-1,001; $4.80). Claimed capacity 
“Finian’s Rainbow” and “In Gay nightly and very little off at mati- 
New Orleans.” “Land's End” was the nees; first full week around $21,000 
sole premuere ast week getting REVIVALS 
weak iC ind it stoppe Satur- ‘“ ee , > «666UR co ’ 
. = The Shoe Fits” this Henry VI, What Every Wo- 
sie I —— man Knows,” “John Gabriel Bork- 
wet 


man,” and “Androcles and the Lioen,’’ 


(6th week) Ry ps 
Latter opens Thursday (19); 
just fair last week: $15,500 


“Playboy of the Western World,” 
(8th week) (CD-712:; $4.80). 
two weeks, Irish play get- 
of holiday trade; “The 
Two” date follow Jan. 8; 


LO 


“Lady Windermere’s Cort 
Proving 
ld play into spring: 
week estimated at 


Fan,” 
} 


last 


“Cyrano de Bergerac,” Barrymore 


(10th week) (CD-1.096; $4.80). Has 
been making operating profit and 
should fare well during holidays; 


somewhat off at around $15,000. 


“Show Boat,” Ziegfeld 
(M-1,628; $6). 

hypoed attendance 
gross quoted 


(49th 
Extra-space 
last week, 
around $35,000. 
“The Red Mill,” 46th 


Street (59th 


week) (M-1,319: $4.86). Like other 
run shows business affected in re- 
cent weeks but still profitable; | 


around $23,000. 


L.A. LEGIT PICKS UP. 


‘FATHER’ ENDS AT 116 


Los Angeles, Dec. 17. 

Although Christmas has 
closer, legit grosses picked up nicely 
last week. “Life With Father” col- 
lected a neat $11,000 on the second 
frame at the Biltmore and finaled 
with $18,500 for two weeks. 

Ken Murray’s “Blackouts of 1946” 
at El Capitan repeated $16,700 for 
the 234th stretch, which showed 
matinee was still weak. ‘Macbeth” 
at El Patio repe&Sted $4,000 for the 
second stanza and is due to carry 
now through New Year’s. 





Dante Click in London; 
‘Ourselves’ Also Scores 


London, Dec. 17. 
Dante, after highly successful tour 
of provinces, opened at the Garrick 
last Wednesday (11), to be acclaimed 


by critics and audience. In for four 


| weeks, he’s likely to stay longer due 


to heavy b.o. sales. 


“Between Ourselves,” revue by 


opening at Play- 
house Monday (16), was also well 
With small overhead, 


‘Okla.!’ 39G, St. Loo 


St. Louis, Dec. 17. 

“Oklahoma!” in the second stanza 
of a three-week stand, giving nine 
performances, wound up Saturday 
(14) with a b.o. record, grabbing an 
estimated $39,000. 

First week, with eight perform- 
ances, registered a lusty $33,500. 
Show has been capacity for every 
performance. 


‘UNION’ 18G, SEATTLE 


Seattle, Dec. 17. 
“State of the Union,” first of Thea- 
here for Guild's 


cent weeks as result of fewer visi- | second season, hit around $18,000 for 
tors but still earning profit; $20,000 | first week at 1,500-seater Metropoli- 


estimated. 
“Park Avenue,” Shubert (6th 
week) (C-1,382; $6). Best of the 


season’s new musicals so far: getting 


goodly grosses but not capacity; 
eased to $27,500, 
“Present Laughter,” Plymouth 


(7th week) (C-1,063; $4.80). Has| 


ood agency call and doing much day stay at the Davidson Sunda 
last | (15) with a satisfactory $21,000. 


tter than ffirst indicated; 
week’s takings around $22,500. 


| 
{ 


tan, at $3.75 top. 


“Union” is here for two weeks. 


“Tipica Revue” is due Dec. 30. 


‘Lucasta’ 21G, Milwaukee 


Milwaukee, Dec. 17. 
“Anna Lucasta” closed an eight- 





Producer John Wildberg was in 


“State of the Union,” Hudson (57th Milwaukee several days before open- 


week) (CD-1,057: $4.80). 


Poumaeeserre - seee 


Getting | ing. 
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‘Mrs. Smith’ Toronto Fold | 


But Grosses Fair $8,200 


Toronto, Dec. 17. 
Vinton Freedley’s “The Temporary 


Mrs. Smith" folded after its week's 
engagement in Toronto after being 
on the road six weeks. Producer 


spent final week with the show up 
here. The Shuberts and Jules Lev- 
enthal also had representatives pres- 
ent, sizing up the show. 

Play had a splendid press here, 
particularly on Luba Malina, and de- 
spite the pre-Christmas week, did 
fair $8,200 at the Royal Alexandra 
lore, with 1,525-seater scaled at 
top. 


Mister’ BUG, 
‘Yankee’ 196, 
Lead in Hub 


Boston, Dec. 17. 
generally off here last 


Biz 


was 


week, the only plays really feeding | 


the b.o. being “Call Me Mister,” at 
the Shubert, and “Magnificent Yan- 
kee,” at the Colonial. Only opening 
was “Eagle Rampant’ at the Plym- 
outh. Play got socked but Tallulah 
Bankhead drew plenty of raves as 
a personalitw, as usual; there’s fair 
business on that basis 

No openers this week, but plenty 
next. “Big Tw at the Plymouth 
Dec. 23: “Sweethearts” at the Opera 


oO 


House, 24: “In Gay New Orleans, 
at the Colonial, 25, and “Blossom 
Time” at Opera House Jan. 6. 


Estimates for Last Week 
“Born Yesterday,” Wilbur (1,200; 
$3.60). Dropped to estimated $13,000 
on llth week with only one or two 
more weeks to go here. 


“Call Me Mister,” Shubert (1,590; 


| $4.80). Absolute sellout during gen- 


erally offish week indicates draw 
on this one, with estimated $35,500 
on second week 

“Eagle Rampant,” Plymouth (1,- 
300; $3.60). Nobody liked the play 
but all gave Tallulah a big hand. 
Resulting estimated $12,000 isn’t too 
good. 

“Magnificent xankee,” Colonial 
(1,509; $3.60). Final week of Guild- 
Theatre Society play rolled up an- 
other profitable gross but eased to 
$19,000. 

“Mary Had a Little,” Copley (1,- 


100: $3.00). Second week caught es- 
timated $8,000, which wasn’t 
good, Play moved out Sat. (14). 


“Twilight Alley.” Opera House (2,- 


| 900; $4.20). Never caught on, diving 
on second and final week to less 
than $9,000. Show being re-styled 
by George Abbott. Lays off this 
| week. 


BURLESQUE’ $14,000, 


Detroit, Dec. 17. 


lesque” did fairly well 
poor reviews at its premiere. 


formances at a $3 top. 


‘Lute’ 1756, Frisco 


San Francisco, Dec. 17. 





Brynner and Louis Hector, at the 1,- 
776-seat Curran, last week did a nice 
$17,500. 

“Front Page,” 
Geary, with a cast of local actors, at 
$2.40 top, shewed a sad $5,500. 


La West 714G, Toledo 


Toledo, Dec. 17. 

Mae West in “Come On Up” at 
Town Hall, in five performances Dec. 
11 to 14, grossed a fair $7,500. 

Alfred E. Cohen, co-producer with 
Leonard Attobell of “Rope,” is in To- 
ledo preparing for premiere of that 
play at Town Hall Dec. 30. 


‘PRINCE’ 16146, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 17. 
“Student Prince” wasn’t up to its 
usual pace in return engagement last 
week at the Nixon. 
But $16,500 still means plenty of 
profit, even if it isn’t quite up to 
show's past grosses. 


‘CARMEN’ 22G IN 3, DENVER 


Denver, Dec. 17. 
“Carmen Jones” packed the 3,270- 
seater Municipal Auditorium 
three shows, two nights and a mati- 
nee, to $22.000 last week. 
Top was $3.60. 


Blackstone 106, Indpls. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 17. 
Blackstone ran into a pre-Christ- 














| mas slump at the English last week, 
y ! 


grossing only $10,000 in nine per- 
formances at a $2.40 top (8-14). 
Advance is brisk however 


for 
“Blossom Time,” 


playing annual 
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visit Dec. 16-18. 
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‘Norway’ Hits 376, ‘Sweethearts’ 366, | 


As Chi Legit Stays on 





v 





Shows in Rehearsal 





$3 | 


too 


‘PARK’ 266, DETROIT 


a | 


“Up in Central Park” drew 
handsome $26,000 for its first six | 
days at the Cass theatre. The take 


was for eight performances at a $4.80 | 
op. 
At the Shubert-Lafayette, “Bur- 
despite | 
Bert 


Lahr’s personal popularity held the 
show up to $14,000 for eight per- | 4. 


“Lute Song,” with Dolly Haas, Yul | 


at the 1,550-seat 


for | 


“All My Sons” (“The Sign of The | 


Archer”)—Harold Clurman, = Elia 
Kazan and Waiter Fried. 
“4 Young Man’s Fancy”—Henry 


| Adrian. 


“In Gay New Orleans” — Forbes 
Randolph. 

“Best of Spirits’—Margaret and 
Sherman Ewing. 

“Little A’—Sam Nasser. 


“Story of Mary Surratt” (Los An- 


| geles) “This Gentle Ghdst’)—Rus- 
sell Lewis and Howard Young. 

“Rope” (revival)—Leonard Alto- 
bell. 


Current Road Shows 


(Period Covering Dec. 16-28) 
Locust, Philly 


“Anna Lucasta” — 


(23-28) 

“Anna Lucasta”"—Lyric, Mpls. (16- 
21); Aud., St. Paul (25-28). 

“Apple of His Eye” 
Worcester (16); Court 
field (17-18); Strand, 
Erlanger, Chi, (23-28). 


Plymouth, 


Utica 


Ballet Theatre — Aud., Louisville 
(18-21). 
“Big Two"—Walnut, Philly (16- 


21); Plymouth, Bost. (23-28). 


“Blackouts of 1946” — El Capitan, 
Hollywood (16-28). 


Blackstone — Mem. Hall, Dayton 


(16-21); Shubert-Lafayette, Det. (23- 
28) 
| “Bloomer Girl” — Forrest, Philly 
(16-28), 

“Blossom Time”—English, Indpls. 
(16-21): Cass, Det. (23-28), 

“Born Yesterday”—Wilbur, Bost. 
(16-28). 

“Burlesque” — Shubert-Lafayette, 
Det. (16-21). 

“Call Me Mister’—Shubert, Bost. 


(16-28) 


“Carmen Jones”—Aud., St. Joseph | 


(17); Music Hall, K. C. (23-28), 
“Come On Up” Keith's, Gr. 
Rapids (16); Parkway, Madison (17); 
Davidson, Mil. (23-28). 
“Dream Girl” Walnut, 
(23-28). 
| “Kagle Rampant”—Plymouth, Bost. 
| (16-21); Aud., Hartford (26); Met- 
| ropolitan, Prov. (27-28). 
“Hamlet” — Orpheum, Davenport 
'(16): Radio, Des Moines (17); 
| Omaha, Omaha (18); Music Hall, 
|K. C. (19-21); Aud., L. A. (23-28). 
“Harvey"—Harris, Chi. (16-28). 
“In Gay New Orleans”’—Colonial, 
Bost. (23-28). 
“Little A”—Shubert, N. Haven (26- 
28). 
| “Love Goes to Press”—Nixon, Pitt. 


Philly 


| (16-21); Royal Alex., Toronto (23- 
| 28). 
“Lute Song”—Curran, Frisco (16- 
). 


“Magnificent Yankee” Nat'l, 
Wash. (16-21); Ford’s Balto. (23-28). 
| “Mary Had a Little’—Copley, Bost. 

(16-21). 

“Oklahoma!’’"—American, St. Louis 
, (16-21); Nixon, Pitt. (23-28). 

“Pygmalion” — Selwyn, Chi. (16- 
28). 

“Song of Norway”—Shubert, Chi. 
(16-28). 

“Springtime for Henry” — Royal 
Alex., Toronto (16-21); Hanna, Cleve. 
(27-28). 

“State of the Union”—Metropoli- 
tan, Seattle (16-21); Biltmore, L. A. 
(23-28). 

“State of the Union”—Blackstone, 
Chi. (16-28). 

“Street Scene” — Shubert, Philly 
(16-28). 

“Student Prince” Virginia, 

Wheeling (16); Shea’s, Jamestown 
| (17); Bmglish, Indpls. (23-28). 
| “Sweethearts”—Hanna, Cleve. (16- 
| 21 ); Opera House, Bost, (23-28). 
| “Temper the Wind”—Ford’s, Balto. 
| (16-21). 
“The Glass Menagerie”—Davidson, 





Mil. (16-21); American, St. Louis 
| (23-28). 

| “The Glass Menagerie” — Rajah, 
| Reading (25); Karlton, Wmsport 


(26); Lyric, Allentown (27); Aud., 
Trenton (28). 

“Up in Central Park”—Cass, Det. 
(16-21); Nat'l, Wash. (23-28). 

“Voice of the Turtle”—Michigan, 
Jackson (16); Aud., N. Orleans (18- 
21); Aud., Albany (25); Aud., Sa- 
vannah (27-28). 

“Voice of the Turtle”’—Metropoli- 
tan, Prov. (16-18); His Majesty's, 
Mont’! (25-28). 





“Wonderful Journey” — Locust, 


| Philly (16-21), 


"“@#e@reeseevpeenreereweneenr een Beene eeeneeeeneenreeue 


| hearts,” 


Sq.. Spring- | 
(19): | 





| here 


- 


| incl.) 





Even Keel 


Chicago, Dec. 17, 
Not too much change from last 
week here with all shows in pretty 
static, if not sensational, shape. One 
exception, “State of the Union,” ran 


| into a slump last week, as end of its 


run draws near. 

Two shows, “Hamlet” and “Sweet. 
closed here Saturday (14) 
after pretty fair last week biz. Both 
started off on road trips. 

New 
mas 


ones due in 


around Christ- 
are “A Flag Is 


Born,” “Born 


Yesterday” and “Apple of His Eye.” 


Estimates for Last Week 
“Hamlet,” Erlanger (2nd wk) (1.- 


334; $4.20). Came up to $21,000 in last 
week, 
“Harvey,” Harris (19th wk) (1,- 


246; $4.20). Off somewhat to around 
$20,000. 
“Pygmalion,” 


Selwyn (1,000; 


$4.20). Went off with field; but okay 
$19,000. ; 

“Song of Norway,” Shubert (2,109; 
$4.80). Scored fine gross around 


$37,000. 
“State of the Union,” 
(32d wk) 


Blackstone 


(1,358; $4.20). Not up to 

par; $15,200. 
“Sweethearts,” Opera House (4th 
wk) (3,800; $4.20). Left Chi after a 


$36,000 week. 


‘Rainbow’ $16,000. 


Journey Neat, 


Two 206, Philly 


Philadelphia, Dec. 17. 
Philly had three openings last 
week, all well received by crix and 


| first-nighters. Biggest attention went 
| to 
| 

| Sabinson and William Katzell open- 
| ed 


“Finian’s Rainbow,” which Lee 
at the Erlanger Tuesday (10) 
night, First new musical of year got 
three rave notices against one so-so, 
and radio raves too 

Management decided to hold show 
for two extra weeks (making 
four in all), taking it through Jan. 4. 
Indicated that “Finian” will be a 
smash by middle of this week with 
sellout proportions for two holiday 
weeks. Last week, with bad house 
location and lack of advance sale, it 
managed to get nearly $16,000 in 
seven performances. 

“Toplitzky of Notre Dame,” in its 
second and final week at the Forrest, 
slumped to $8,000. 


Biz leader of the week was “The 
Big Two,” which was only Monday 
opener and got $20,000 in first of two 
Stanzas at the Walnut. Crix here 
were again mostly favorable. Might 
have hit a little higher gross if not 
on ATS subscription. Sellout last 
half of week. 

“Wonderful Journey” (nee “Heaven 
Can Wait’) was presented by Theron 
Bamberger and Richard Skinner at 
Locust Thursday and drew uni- 
formly fine notices. Advance sale 
not big but Saturday trade indicated 
nice second week and reaction to 
show was most favorable; $4,009 in 
four performances. 

Two openings this week, both last 
night (16)., “Street Scene,” musical 
version, preemed at the Shubert 
where it stays three weeks and 
“Bloomer Girl” began return three- 
week engagement at Forrest where 
it was a smash in tryout two years 
ago. This is first time in many sea- 
sons that Philly has had five legit 
houses open week before Xmas, 
Xmas week and New Year's week. 


‘Road’ 6G in 4, N. Haven 


New Haven, Dec. 17. 

“Tobacco Road,” in for first half 
week (9-11) at the Shubert, four 
performances at $2.40 (tax incl.) 
top, pulled an estimated $6,000; very 
healthy. 

“Apple of His Eye,” in for the last 
half (12-14), fared better critically 
than financially, with fair gross 0 
$6,000 on four shows at $3.60 (tax 
top. 








‘LOVE’ SAD 7146, D. C. 


Washington, Dec. 17. 
“Love Goes to Press,’ Martha Gel- 
horn-Virginia Cowles farce about 
war correspondents, got off to a sad 
b.o, start with a poor $7,500 for its 
week’s stint at the National. 
Despite general agreement that 
show was pleasant and entertaining, 
lack of name players hampere 
hurdling the pre-Christmas slump. 





‘Henry’ OK 11G, Mont’l 


Montreal, Dec. 17. 

“Springtime for Henry,” starring 
Edward Everett Horton, garnere 
good $11,000 in 1,850-seater His 
Majesty’s for week ending Saturday 
(14) at $2.65 top. ; 

Omission of Thursday night per- 
formance due to Horton's radio show 
in New York dented grosses. 
i 
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1946 Pnroductions:- 


THE FIRST GENTLEMAN (Robert Morley and Wendy Hiller) 
MESSAGE FOR MARGARET (Flora Robson) 

ELUSIVE LADY (Evelyn Laye and Frank Lawton) 

FRIEDA (Barbara Everest and Valerie White) 


*THE PLAY’S THE THING (Clive Brook) 


CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 


FROM 


HENRY SHEREK 


69, PICCADILLY 
LONDON, W. 1. 
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. | Early 1947 Productions :- 


TRUANT IN PARK LANE (Roland Young and 
Lilian Braithwaite) 


*EDWARD, MY SON (Robert Morley) 


RANDOM HARVEST (Googie. Withers) 


i *WITH GILBERT MILLER 
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Plays Out of Town 


Finian’s Rainbow 
Philadelphia, Dec 
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outs 1n ( 
nue,” “Sweet 
‘Toplitzky of Notre Dame” on the 
dubious side), but it was a different 
story at the Erlanger last weck, when 
“Finian’s Rainbow” made its bow be- 
fore an audience that had nearly 
many New Yorkers a locals 
“Finian” received the most enthusias- 
tic first-night acclaim since Billy 
Rose opened his “Carmen Jones” at 
the same indie house asons 
back. It has virtually on 
the ball 

Here is a show that boasts no out 
standing marquee names: it is at the 
rather remote Erlanger, and it is here 
in the pre-Christmas slump period. 
It's up to word-of-mouth to put it 
over, and indications already are that 
it will. Certainly it looks like a po- 
tential Broadway smash, if the fan- 
tastical aspects are accepted. 


i 
Bye 


7} 


S 


Some Sse 


everything 


Management's only appreciable 
problem right now is to cut about 
25 or 30 minutes, and that’s not go- 


ing to be easy. because all the mafe- 
rial is so good. 

Show, partially through title, gave 
advance impression of being 100‘ 
Hibernian, but that’s not exactly the 
case although central figures, a mid- 
dle-aged man and his daughter, are 
distinctly Irish. Scene, however, i 
laid in the mountains of a mythical 
southern state (Missitucky, it’s called 
in the program) and action has a lot 
to do—and very effectively, too—with 
race prejudice and political skulldug- 
gery. Menace of the piece is named 
Senator Billboard Rawkins, and 
semblance to 


Is 


re- | 
a well-known southern 


demagog and political eye-sore is un- | 


mistakable. 

Unusual plot is hard to describe in 
a nutshell but it concerns, for 
most part, Finian McLonergan, who 
is inprudent enough to steal a crock 
of gold from the Leprechauns, famed 
“wee folk” of Irish folklore, which 
he brings to this country with him 
in addition to his vivacious daughter, 
who is not originally aware of the 
theft. Finian’s idea is that if he 
plants it somewhere on American 
soil it will eventually bring him un- 


the | 


told riches. The small plot of ground | 


in the mountains of Missitucky which 
Finian owns and where he buries the 
gold happens to be coveted by Sen- 
ator Billboard Rawkins for reasons 
of political chicanery. That's the first 
complication; a more important one 
is the arrival of a Leprechaun (an 
over-sized one) seeking to get back 
the crock of gold. This Leprechaun 
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dropped. Among the better ones are 
“Wrapped in a Ribbon,” “Lonely 
House.” “Remember That I Care,” 





i“Catch Me If You Can” and “Italy in 











Gleason, playing 

legitimately, didn’t harvest. 
Outstanding, too, is Acton as a 

bungling and worried celestial mes- 

















the role quite 





Cornwall, England, where the prin. 
cipal industry is fishing. Nearby is 
a tourist hotel, guests including half 
a dozen characters extr 1 


























J ; , : : aneous to the 
: ;, | Technicolor.” But they're all hard | senger, and the two main wom-|story. Settings are well contrived 
(Og by name) ends up by aiding jt carry away. They're all an in-/en’s roles are satisfactorily performed |and the drama itself seems better 
Finian to the extent of turning Sen-|tosral part of the action and can|by Jean Gillespie (the heroine) and | than indicated by first nighters = 
ator Rawkins a jet black ind dis-| Sand no encores—probably a good|Fay Baker, the villainess. Minor} Audiences are expected to b ‘Li 
fi ae the portions gp Nae thing, as show ran to 11:25 first night. | roles are ably played, and Frank Em-| here that a young Gaherm “ggeot: 
though crock of gold Is unearthed | Another thing that militates against | mons Brown, who directed the straw-| Derek Tregonny suicided ras ye 
and stolen by a mute mountein eirl | nusical side of this picture is caliber | hat performance last summer, has top of the Cliffs, leapirfy int ¢ > 
everything turns out tops for Fintan, of the lyrics. Although contributed | been retained and has done a smooth | because of his ‘eitele with pit ‘¥ ty 
his yo eer See Wie e eae na ‘ ~|lby a noteworthy poet, Langston} workmanlike job, although he was due.to ae = 
' paglheronarpie: “Ne af tiek echundla ice Hughes, they we uneven and some Anything with a = fantastical (or | other on the morrow. There is : enol 
ire [ sh fantasy t} at just what! . silly and banal It seems to whimsical) tinge is a tricky piece of |end connected with the story, 7 
e Tri vil hay Weill ind Hughes’ id theatrical property 3amberger Fisk tom : a 
' , ; ' we OE tg th yy il id comm know that b he also Know hi rae ust before the funeral ceren Ony, 
A ‘ l ti . \ “ot (} Bu Lo Ly Playhouse sudiel Susan, the girl with whom he ha the 
t whol » n = . ae nC + ' ‘ : ’ — ss é , ww - affair, and Ellen the neal mids 
] . Cl the | il onelne of a city ast summer ate up this one. whereas cide to dissolve the ' 
Producer wisely idde to that| house. graduatior trials of an ex ’ six-year-old film was also a b.o Picea : : 7 ol we ONG 
fla b\ brin , OV ’ Albert ectant fat! nd. kids’ fame - winnet Given . smooth physical | od x _ tO help each other Chat 
S| irp Irish il if ymed i m ones them included) vhich production intelligently cted na me Sancee would react that way, 
vho 1 Fir wit line straint ht have seemed lil ~ happv idea treamlined as to length (final cur- | ifte) learning how her best f, end 
Iso bul ; > ) HH thes still 101 ( t¢ fil t falls petore 11) “Journ y ett So sent het re ena ag a bit 
{y ' | ‘ +} : 5 \ } " da one : ' \ i. s hard to take And there i Tristar 
: Ne | th rand operatl SpE ot ag ~ ough on the Dall tO/} Isolde analogy brought ae 
com a a nd N ' ri sic itself ke th intas Nit x. It's packed yarn but actually there little « ae 
: H : So ' h Rice has left his tragic story pretty mn tau ind after the opening | jjarity in the two love storie ts 
owever, real news of the occasion | an alone although it is now told |Sceme—“somewhere in space”—the|  ,, yeh ninco 
1} 1) ’ | hit Are i¢ aione, a wuegh wt now tol ; q = : 
undoubtedly the socko hit scored}. "ea pet nstead oF three. with | CUt-of-this-world features of the The part of an American college 
vy Ella Logan as Sharon, Finian’s os “lp tings Pg otng 1] ian 4 1 ~ | story shouldn't trouble even literal- | Professor Is very well plaved by 
daughter. Comedienne really goes to “al Fy ni M te a _ a , = a minded and unimaginative play ‘oers | Theodore Newton, and Walter Coy 
town in an outstanding role. Vocally Sad a parse adie sree oe | too much. Waters | does well as Derek. Helen Craig and 
ind dramatically she is a constant de- | "EF fovel There is, of course, prenty | Shirley Booth are the two girls. Miss 
light. and this should really put her; 0! Concomu int atmosphere provided vale aude te hate thee A nivhns rien 
in the upper brackets. Another out Oy ZOSSIDS +s thbors, peddlers lof her part, Miss Booth probably 
stande) David Wayne as Ow th rsemala policemen, ete Collese Play finding her assignment a bit strange 
Leprechaun, H¢ a eracet lance There are no ballets and, strictly > Frieda Altman is avery” proper 
1 good comedian and has e peakil only one ance numbe spinster. More effectiv ire Minnie 
lity Tl ‘ vel Moon Faced. Starry Eyed,” which Is | Dupree, as an old crone, and Merle 
board tor him at the opening. Donal ell done but seems out of place @qlear the Track Maddern plays her mother, they ap 
Richard is paired with Miss Logan n 1a Tittle cheap The “Catch Me If (TRIANGLE CLUB PRINCETON) pearing only in the last scene the 
agreeably as the romantic male lead, You Can” is a real novelty as it Is | Princeton 'N " Nee 13 audibly sorrowing kin Ibee 
and Anita Alvarez takes care of most | Sung, for the most part. by a group] vyeianete Cinb of ~ Sat Ede Saha : (Closed Saturday (14) after five 
ot the dancing assignments as Susan, | Of frolicking voungsters Nhation of mu ‘lin two a Rook | performances.) 
the mute girl who dances out het Cast idmirable throughout, with | |} Pa ong Yr M on smowns' <. TDR, | 
conversations Norman Cordon. from overa stage, | songs. Mark Tce gall = ‘Kine 
Burton Lan score is plenty good, | being striking as the jealous husband, | Vonaid Mac tt Asa S. Bu hell Hl > , 
and there are at least a half-dozen | His fine bass-baritone is heard to fine | Wush 6. Manson, Wim. K. Zinsser, Joby | Yiddish Play 
numbers that should be heard from.| advantage. and he’s an able actor. | goods -_—s Dennis . Shanahan, John 
Miss Logan’s nostalgic “How Are} too. Outstanding also is Anne Jeff- | nh hert iH. ‘ ero - eames Whitney x 
Things in Glocca Morra?”; “Old | yeys as the heroine, Rose. Maurrant’s | Se’mour:) orchesivations, John Olmauist: | , — 
Devii Moon” (Logan and Richards). | tragic daughter, whose life is ruined | ™¥Si€ #Nd dances staged by Felicia Sere! Wandering Siars 
“Something Sort ot Grandish” lbv her father’s mad act She both | eg - y sg <A ( hapman ae licin Mau Schwart production of comeds 
(Wayne), “Great Come-and-Get It} acts and sings admirably. Not quite | Ca: Princeton, 8. 3.. D My Teas ta Dial a at eens ae ae tg ses te 
Day, walloping first act finale.| so fortunate is Richard Manning, as | — | setting “Ales coder 4 herton i ie “— 
“When I'm Not Near the Girl I Love” |Sam Kaplan, the Jewish hero. He| “Clear the Track,” bowing in at the | 2™ Goldfaden and) Joseph Ruamshinsky, 
(Wayne) and “Necessity” are leaders, | sings well in two duets with Miss| McCarter theatre as the Arat Prince- | OPened St, Fiddieh AA Theatre, 8 on 
but there isn’t a weak sister in the | Jeffreys but misses out in a couple|ton University Triangle Club show by np * ‘ Abraham Teitelbaum 
entire score. Book by E. Y. Harburg | of solos. and his emoting at the end| since 1942, is strictly fot the colle- | Mou Sol Krause 
ind Fred Saidy is also tops—certain- | js not too good | giate crowd, more specifically for ; aa Mot rien 
Jo SMateaes watteineide ast: | guilty mother, and a gem is contrib- | an € uli nt, < irefree college show, Hernard Holtzman Maurice Schwat 
“tg ; be luted by Hope Emerson as Emma} PUt on end acted by theatre novices, | '*"'s Beatrice Kessler 
ting is something to remember. Dane-| 7.40) eoceiny fe be | it is passable entertainment 1 lacoh Rechtzeit 
ing is unconventional and highly ef- | p27" ". 4 BOssipy nel hbor. Sydney | The cli [ih stentee  weial ,, | Satchupak Menachem Rubin 
fective withAenks t6 somebody | Rayner also scores as an Italian in | he club’s 55th show, with such Sholom Ma Mark Schweid 
aid a ee the same house, and Irving Kaufman | "table alumni as James Stewart, | Hreit ba Anna Appel 
no formal ballets. Messrs. Sabinson | 7). 7 Ae : : oe | Jose Ferrer. F. Scott Fitzgerald and | Yeuns M Samuel Beckley 
and Katzell really have a picce of clicks smoothly as & Jewish gest Booth Tarl rt eg th: hey , Mo Belafsks 
property here. Waters.® door neiehbor with sharp ideas On | peg arkington Cts founder), this | pyineentar rye es 
economics and tdeologies } yeal s offering is largely localized; its | Hem R Misha I 
, ; Incidentally. there are few formal \ — hes are . unin spired, O' erlong, hit t Pe " Shy 
Sireet Scene choruses although there is certainly | ick sparkle and punch finishes; its Zit Cha ( re n 
Philadelphia. Dec. 16 | a tle enouels cost. thet af them Ste ongs with few exceptions, are re- | pyuen lent Caster 
Dwight Deere Wiman and thiywrights | casual figures who pass back and | Nand in melody and smartly phrased Dr. 1 : Isaac Arco 
" Png am seer hice: bead “kurt | forth occasionally across the stage. | ° The ; spirit, as I H Ola Shits 
Wail: bed, imer Bice: ‘LLaneston | The show is opened and Closed with t} pte dk pay ice: drought into | \ever s Isidor Cash 
Matias’ diested tr Ch Friedman: |four of the neighbors warbling, | ,.\" script, Is best typified by two |« ha, 3 Bu louis n 
enery and light nu Jo Mielzinet cos “Ain't It Aw ful. the Heat.” j} lines of a lyric To hell with the Lf sch \ sham re aum 
Lume Lucinda Ballard; dance Anna | ac. ts : a | higher thinkin, let us settle down to}' (Ut! harley Cohan 
Soukolow; with Norman Cordon, Anne Jeff- | Jo Mielziner’s single set is heavy | drinkin’.” Its best production num- | . 
reys Pol na Bio k 1, Richa Manning. Sy4- ,and authentic, perhaps superior to| bers are the lively opening. rally Maurice Schwartz in his second 
tor. Maurice Abravanel. musical arrange. | that of the original production. |“Clear the Track,” and the closing | production this season has added 
ments and orchestrations, Kurt Weill, | Charles Friedman's staging handles | reprise, “The P-rade.” Outstanding | another fine characterization to_his 
Opened at Shubert, Phil delphia, Dec. | all the extras and minor people well | of the sketches are “The Laundryman already distinguished gallery. This 
i >. ee pa withou? allowing the stage to ever Leaveth,” takeoff on “The Iceman | time it’s that of an actor-manager in 
|Greta Fiorentino......... Helen Arden | Seem cluttered. Cometh.” and “Block that Corner- | is adaptation of story by the Yiddish 
reg manag sank oe ~"ebies tee | _Whole trouble is that “Street | stone!” with caustic jibes at the dicta humorist-playw1 ight, Sholem Alei- 
Shirley aplan.......... "SVAN Chambers | 2cene” is neither fish, flesh nor fowl, | of John L. Lewis. chem’s. The title is “Wandering 
Willie Manrrant....... Veter Griffith | aNd it's hard to see how it can ever; Many of the cast double in several Stars.” It's a virtuoso role for 
Anna Maurrant Polyna Stoska | be made one of them. As it stands | roles. Prominently participating are | Schwartz, allowing him to produce 
Daaiel Sachanan. .. -Remoe Lota] it is definitely on the tedious side,| Donald Durgin, Richard G. Garrett, | Moments of high-voltage tragedy and 
Frank Maurrant.. .Norinan Cordon | 43 At oe Passes , slot iz ¢ oe er. 3 .: . ca 2 
aaiie ‘hahen, David KE. Thomas | 50metimes painfully so. Waters. Thomas J. King, Arthur J. Sullivan, | Comedy, but withal a vehicle that af- 
Steve Sankey. Lanven Gilbert | —_—_——— Jr. and George W. Morris, Jr. “I | fords his Yiddish Art Theatre troupe 
car Gane ath ‘Colbhtes ‘Faemeeen | Wonderful Journey Love to Go on a Picnic,” given a eet > se epee 1s ay 
Lippo Fiorentino......... Sydney Rayner Philadelphia, Dec. 12. chance, might ‘o places melodically. | excellent talents. 
Sem Kanlan.... Richard Manning | Theron Bamberger production (in associa- What Are You Going to Do About “Wandering Stars” is about a the- 
oreea oy ee ag Pacey ane jtion with Richard Skinner) of comedy in | the Union? is a zestful, sometimes | atrical company playing the villages 
eonsee Sramente. ++ Ranta Gruchale eee sets (six sean} by Marrs —newall. ; humorous, satirical number. of central Europe. Schwartz discov- 
Mary Hildebrand Juliana Gallagher | Donald Murphy. Staged by Frank Emmons The sets, notably that representing | ers a gifted pair of voungsters who 
Seigler yg Ls — oo Brown, settings, Raymond Soveys Opened | 4 3d avenue bar, are colorful, al- | he succeeds in getting to leave with 
evan Lone rand se. Y ede - - ~ laa Philadelphia, Dee. 12, though better lighting might enhance |him. Wowever, they become sep- 
First’ Policeman .Krnest Taylor | Mr. Jordan........ Sidney Blackmer | “heir effectiveness : arated but are eventually reunited in 
Rose Maurrant.. Anne Jeffreys | First Escort 5% Phil) Stein | Best handled of the songs Is para- | America. 
pile aia BS ae Saxon | Joe Pendl@tor......++..+. Donald Murphy | doxically, not of Princetonian vin- Jaeob Rechtzeit as the boy who 
Se eae oe Tiss ms te pola iweqesegis ‘Wallace Acton | tage but a Yale University number, | , ae a top tragedis and Bea- 
| Second Escort......... ichael Lewin : pac oe ; yecomes a top tragedian, anc ‘ 
Dr. John Wilson.. Kdwin G. O'Connor | Ames Richaraé Temple | with Thomas H. Middleton, the trice Kessler. later to become an 
Oftiege Harry Murphy LN rman 1 hainson ‘ae sa Halt Conklin | Chorus and nassoons making it de- operatic diva give excellent accounts 
oan hint Jonne ulin - ewor sey ) | se 10 , pacy ennee € + 8 . . be f J 
Myrt lovee Carol | Tette ae Jean ‘Gillespie | “The haie joe ogg eeds day. |0! themselves. The girl ts especially 
sal ad . aye eee Carmen Cost) and-night poli hina haloes ite ‘Gnana | handy with a song, as evidenced with 
. F 6294600 290640008 » AWA tard | Max Levene , in loeb | § “Ends > ‘s s i } = Hwary Ps art« . OM nay. 
oe yo Nal... ceeee Randolph Symonetie | Susie... EF ogg rt | Ballroom showing Dec. 21 at the Wal- | _ — sea os Pog oe eee ae 
1 Cullen Paul Lilly | William William Tubbs dorf-Astoria, N. Y., and later touring | “-") neapcanty he ques eu det 
sed erate | Plain Clathesman Phil Stein yg ty Be ome >| well. Ola Shlifko, as the tempe tll 
There are plenty of laudable fea- | Padio Announces » Robert Catdwet | OF one Cnaes . ave. |mental actress who yearns to play 
ltures about the new musical version | fain ee oe | vaude for Keith, offers one of the 
,of Elmer Rice’s Pulitzer prize-win- | Wandler.. 2.2.00. 0 0000000000 tester EMiott | comic highlights of the evening, 
ining “Street Scene.” as one might | Pecto Robert Caldwell | Pla on Broad while Gustave Berger. as an impre- 
expect from a managerial association . ; y way sario; Anna Appel, a Cossack actress, 
of Dwight Deere Wiman and _ the Producer Theron Bamberger has | Charles Cohan, the show's backer, 
| Playwrights Co., plus an array of | been most wise in retaining for Harry and Menachem Rubin a small 
/names that includes Kurt Weill as| Segall’s comedy a number of the | Land’s End tr@ipe’s director, add fine enact- 
| composer, Rice himself as librettist,} Players who did so well by this fan-|  pagt weicay cin . r ; ments. 
Langston Hughes, poet. as lyricist.|tasy-comedy when Messrs. Bamber- | semnes) produ ion af Gooens re y Poastapee-s Schwartz's staging makes for su- 
Jo Mielziner as scene designer. Mau-| ger and Richard Skinner offered it | (five scenes), adapted by Thomas Job from perior pacing He's divided the stage 
rice Abravanel as musical director,| at their Bucks County Playhouse, oak > Chase's novel. Features Shirley | in two parts, thus allowing little loss 
and Charles Friedman as show direc. | New Hope. Pa., last summer. Sid-| tor coy, Minnie Dapree teh owton. Wale | of time during the 11-scene changes. 
tor. But, generally, it misses fire |ney Blackmer, playing the mysteri- | ™ Maddern. Staged } Robert 1s < | Settings by Alexandet Chertiff are 
Producers have done a good over- ous heavenly superior, Mir. Jordan. | nett “=e Donald Oenslager ental mu- inexpensive but imaginatis ve and eXx- 
all job of staging and cast selections, | iS one of these. and is okay frem all |< m, 'D “i. ge ae iL) Playhouse pressive ; Jose. 
and the principals are almost with- | angles. It is an excellent perform- | susan Pengill nee Cee Shirley Root! - ate - 
out exception possessors of outstand- | ance—suave. dignified and impres- | ap Amelia Remeron 
ing voices. Question seems to be|Sive. and helps the play version of | @'en, Pasco Helen Craig | “nue aly + 
whether it was wise to Write a musi-| the film. “Here Comes Mr. Jordan,” | i gf aah Fred Stewart | Toscy S Italy Trip In , 
alae — pertieeee meey. | eo a — boxoffice chance. | Mi P. nros ahaa: oleae Albee Sudden Cancellation 
rice s ay, revive as straight, so brought over fro Re cee err beee orig a Mabel Ackei r . a. - 
would probably show its 20 vanes | tat ree oto a mec eoeta therowe, Miss Clark. padavews Diane de Bret Arturo Toscanini, who rag 
of age; as a matter of fact, it still | as the prizefighter hero who through} Mrs. Brooks............. ; "ieele Deak paved to love B. ¥. ty pam : als 
does, with the musical embroidery|a mistake, goes to Heaven prema-|™M' Hrigstocke.......... joseph Foler | Week for Italy to open the La Scala 
and the songs failing to help it. turely (50 years ahead of schedule ) | {i ae ‘is , Sydney Revd |opera season in Milan, Dec. 26, has 
Distinctly programmed as a “dra- and so has to come back to earth and | rhe Professct ahs a | Soci: tee i suddenly cancelled his trip and en- 
matic musical” and not as a musical | occupy another person’s body: Philip.| Pr. Gregory. ........cee es Horace Feats gagement. This means that the 80- 
comedy, “Street Scene” smacks some- | Loeb, as Max Levene, his fight man-| Kitehen Boy. ..cceeeeee ees - Michael Velgay year-old maestro won't go abroad 
thing of a tired and discouraged Puc-| ager, and Wallace Acton. From this |e. ,4 (eee +s «Beane, Beneaere this as s he resum 15 his NBC 
cini. Weill’s songs are musicianly,| perspective, Murphy seems to get|‘The Recior......... ao a eee er ee eer and 
as might be expected; they are defi-| more sympathy and appeal for the | iviebiniccome = — Symphony concerts in February ¢ 
nitely not inspired, however, and|hero than did Robert Montgomery “Land’s End.” adaptation from ; Oe oe SR AEM. 
mist on both counts—as operatic! in the pic, while, although mugging | novel. doesn’t woeks ery plan ae Conductor has given no reason for 
arias or as potential light musical|it for all he’s worth, Loeb gets aland characters appear to hove’ boon change of plans, his associates mere- 
0 TY wer pop Reape bee wren = solid assortment of laughs which | counted on too much. ly saying he did it out of a “deep 1 
and shou e!that fine character actor, Jimmy Locale is a jumping-off place in stinct.” 


Health was no factor. 














owe See 2 lan 


“ae 


10 


wn 
ts 
ly 
th 
as 
a- 


he 


1g, 


SS} 
er, 
all 
ct- 


su- 
ge 
OSs 
eS. 
are 
>. Se 


on 
up- 
his 
ala 
has 
en- 


oad 
BC 
and 


for 
-re- 
in- 


—. 





© + gee 








Wednesday, December 18, 1946 


VARIETY 


LAITERATI 69 





-—_—_—_-”" 





Literati 








§10--And Worth It 

What VARIETY doesn't know about 
art would fill one of its anniversary 
jssues, but it thinks it knows some- 
thing about entertainment. Which 
will explain the statement that the 
Worman Rockwell biography. as pre- 
sented by Watson-Guptill Publica- 
tions, is a swell buy at $10. 

Illustrator, recorder, painter, his- 
call Rockwell what you will 
All we know about it is that, like 
Tschaikowsky, he gets under 
skin And he’s as American 
stick of gum. 

The book carries over 500 repro- 
ductions of Rockwell's work, 50 
pages in full color, and includes 240 
of his Saturday Evening Post covers. 
There also are his Nassau Inn mural, 
advertising commissions, which 
produce the “Bernadette” painting 
so widely publicized by 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox, fiction illustrations and 
his well known Four Freedoms 
which first appeared in the Post. 


torian— 


It is a splendidly conceived pres- 
entation covering Rockwell's per- 
sonal background and his method of 
work departmentalized in a mixture 
of descriptive data, items of tech- 
nique, and amusing anecdotes sup- 
plied by Rockwell himself. 
notes that bottom the section of Post 
covers (which he’s been doing since 
1916) do much to keep the literary 
side of the book alive. 

To these notes, incidentally, 
Variety might add one of its own. 
This refers to that '37 Post cover of 
the dance ‘team sitting on a trunk 
with a VakieTy peeking out of the 
boy’s coat pocket. When that one 
appeared on the stands Varirry wa’ 
startled, flattered, and appreciative 
—all in the first glance and gulp. It 
was startling to realize that Rock- 
well thought VARIETY belonged in 


the | 
as a) 





handle. It will 
sale again.” 


not be offered for 


| is being bootlegged at 50c a copy 
| there. 


| 
| 


Book describes a party for bums. 


in Baltimore around the turn of the 
century where it is agreed that no 
hymns will be sung during the 
festivities. However after consider- 
able spirits have been imbibed, 
tongues of the guests loosen into 
some old fashioned church music. 
Reached in Baltimore, Mencken 
said “if the Ryerson Press is con- 
trolled by the United Church of 
Canada, then I believe it did well 
to withdraw my book for I simply 
can’t imagine @nything so ribald 
being circulated by ecclesiastical 


| publishers.” 


re- | 


| their 
His | 


that painting, flattering because it | 


was the Post, and the appreciation 
Was sincere because we knew how 
seldom the Post permits an identi- 
fiable object to appear on its covers. 
That still goes. Think back 
the Post covers you've seen. 


over 
You 
may remember packages of cigarets, 


bottles of ketchup, automobiles, 
etc., but you can’t recall definite 
identification of any of these ob- 
jects. 

Yet, there it was—the long “V” 


peeping out of the boy’s pocket. It's 
still hard for Variety to believe it 
sometimes. When doubt §assails, 
however, we break off the conversa- 
tion to dash into the next room and 


| edly 


look on the wall where the original | 


hangs. Or it was there until junior 
placed a target for darts in front 
of it. Then the artist who patched 
it up kept it weeks longer than nec- 
essary just to show his friends. It's 
back on the wall now but father’s 
little upside down 
barred from the room until he im- 
Proves his control. 


The Post and Rockwell are a great 
combination and have long formed 
the ace battery in the magazine 
cover field. Of that this biographi- 
cal edition is ceftainly the con- 
vincer for it emphasizes that when 
a man can bend your heart 
make you smile in the s 
he’s done a job, my son 


So as you lay $10 on the line for 
® book an awful lot of people are 


Seaver’s 52 Authors 
work of 
culled from more 
will be incluaged in “Cross Section 
1947” edited by Edwin Seaver and 
slated for publication Jan. 6 by Si- 
mon & Schuster. Tome is the third 
in an annual series. 


New some 52 authors 


than 7,000 mss. 


Majority of the contents is 
by young writers who have 
achieved recognition or by 
knowns,” 10 of whom will 
literary efforts published 


eithe 
just 
“un- 


| series, including works on Doris Lee, | lead in “The Magnificent Yankee” 


Cornerstone of Fawcett Publica- | 
tions’ new office building in Green- | 
wich, Conn., laid last week. Struc- | 
ture will house firm’s business and | 
circulation departments. | 

American Artists Group has added | 
five titles to its 


new monograph | 


{Leon Kroll, Arnold Blanch, Raphael 


| side” 


have | 
for | 


the first time in the forthcoming col- | 


lection 


New Jacket for ‘Chips’ 


Radco Publishers have been forced 
to reprint the entire group of jack- 
ets the firm put out for Lew Lauria’s 
“Let the Chips Fall,” due to objec- 
tions of Alan Jackson, 
eastern story. editor. Original 
jacket, with which several thousand 
copies have already been printed, 
carried two letters by Jackson on 
the back cover, to which the Par 
exec objected 


Letters, written by Jackson to 
Lauria, evidenced his interest in 
possible screen rights to the book 


but declared he feared “several cen- 
sorable scenes in it.” Par report- 
turned down the book subse- 
quently but Radco had already capi- 
talized on Jackson's original interest 
Lauria is founder of the National 
Radio Artist Directory and the Ra- 
dio Artists Telephone Exchange on 
the Coast. 
‘Sphinx’—Honest Mistake 

Recently reported discovery of an 
unpublished novel by Alexander 
Dumas, titled “The Red Sphinx,” 


—but an honest mistake. Afte: 
Parisian literary archaeologists had 


Paramount’s | 


| United 


. | will 
has turned out to be a literary hoax | pleted “The Sea Is Woman.” 


| acting 


first discovered the manuscript, they | 


knee-full _ is | 


learned that it had been published 


in Paris in 1861 and in the U. S. 
seven years later. 
Paris Soir. nonetheless is contin- 


serialized the 
discovery. In 


script as a 
the U. S., 


uing to 
“new” 


Sarah Rollitts, who nabbed exclusive , 


rights to it, had set its publication in 


|book form by Simon & Schuster, as 


and | 
same painting | 


going to enjoy, think of Rockwell | 


running around the corner to buy 
that new edition of Renoir dr 
for $15. 

But here is something we can't 


figure out—what k 
. ept Rockw i 
Tarkington 8 well and 


apart? 
Chi Sun Will Not Set 


ed. nip whispering campaign 
whieh lad the Chicago Sun folding, 
ric Started after’ sheet’s recent 
purge In which 80 employees were 
fired, was undertaken by publisher 
Marshall Field last week v ith full 
Page ads in rival papers. 
Ads, in form of letter from Field, 
— There will always be a Chi- 
ch. Sun- as long as there is a 
— Field branded the rumors 
on band considered the Sun's first 
lai of publication successful 
yond all hopes.” 


Canada Nixes Mencken's Yule Tome 


ot yearentiy having ordered copies 
mas Se ens 31-page “Christ- 
Without} for yuletide distribution 
yerson Pr read the contents, 
“ , Qn ress, Canadian agents of 
: Which is published in the 
drawn . ion Knopf, has with- 
of the a 00K from the stalls. Head 
Unite yerson Press, owned by the 
sgl Church of Canada. Is 
gh i H. Dickson who stated “it 
cau ing withdrawn from sale be- 
Se it's not suitable for us to 


having 


ihe 


awings | 


|magazine distribution 


a serial with Cosmopolitan, and, 
Metro took on option on it. All bets 
off, of course. . 
CHATTER 

Leo White completed “Poor 
Henry,” a novel based on life in 
Hollywood. 

Omar Ranney, film editor of the 
Cleveland Press, gandering Holly- 


wood studios. 

Percy Hoskins, London Express 
special feature writer, doing a book 
for Harpers next spring. 

Arthur G. Brest, editor and pub- 


lisher of GO mag, appointed Jack 


McCutcheon as assistant editor. 
Starting Feb. 1 Liberty mag will 
publish as a bi-weekly featuring a 
special 16-page picture section. 
Cecil Brown rushed to Gotham 
hospital for an internal operation, 
doing OK and due out in a week. 


Oliver J. Keller resigned from 
post of mgr. ed. of Pittsburgh Post 


Gazette, and will run a radio station 
in Springfield, I. 

McCready Houston giving lessons 
in fiction writing at Philadelphia Na- 
val hospital. His James, 
killed in action in the war 

Zenith Brown, who writes murder 


son, Was 


yarns under the pen name of Leslie 

Ford, is in Hollywood digging up 

material for another novel. 
Herbert Schwartz, formerly on 


Satevepost promotion and M-G pub- 
licity in Hollywood, press-agenting 
for Greek government in N. Y 

L. Newell Christiansen, until re- 
cently head of the Film Section of 
Naval Research, ppointed director 
ot production of Bantam Books. 

December issue of Go, barred in 
Boston because of a couple of nudes, 
and female ‘but ] 


male separately ), 


' ownel 


Soyer and Frederic Taubes. 


Henry for | 
as- | 
pic- | 
ta- 
coun- 


editor 
Angeles, 


Gris, foreign 
Press in Los 
signed to write a daily motion 
ture column for over radio 
tions in Latin-American 


use 
the 
tries 
The 
and 
the 


Erie (Pa.) Dispatch-Herald 
city’s new morning paper, 
Sun, will be combined into 
‘around-the-clock” paper, 
Erie Dispatch- 


the 
Erie 
a single 
to be known as 
Herald Sun 


John 


the 


Gunther’s “Inside USA” 
(Harper), just completed, makes his | 
fourth Book-of-the-Month club se- 
lection (next spring). All his “in- 
books have been either a club 
selection or a dividend. 

Houston Branch, novelist and | 
scenarist, is combining vacationing 
in Nassau with doing research on his | 
forthcoming novel, tentatively titled 
“The Raiders,” on Frank 
Waters is collaborating 

Western News 


which 


Service, a Cali- 
fornia syndicate, was organized in 
Sacramento by Chris B. Holmes, 
Wesley E. Robbins and Earl G. 
Waters to cover state government 
news by mail for dailies and week- | 
lies. | 

New publicity organization to| 
handle publishers and authors exclu- | 
sively has been set up in New York 
by Dick Taplinger, formerly p.a. for 
Little Brown and Duell Sloan & 


Pearce. He's recently out of the 
Army. | 
Experimental mag being gotten 


out by M. Robert Rogers, ex-ed Pic, 
who recently is out of the service, 
and with Robert Z. Greene putting a 
dummy together for the latter, head 
of severai vending machine com- 
panies. 

James A. Stuart upped from m.e. 
to editor of the Indianapolis Star, 
and editorial director of the Pulliam 
newspapers in Indiana. Robert P. | 
Early. city ed, replaces Stuart as m.e 
Eugene S. Pulliam, son of the pub- 
lisher, named cily editor 

Albert E. Idell. author of “Cen- | 
tennial Summer,” recently filmed by 
20th-Fox, left for Guatemala to com- 
plete a sequel to the book. It will 
be titled “The Great Blizzard.” Holt 
publish. Idell has just com- 


Beatrice L. Heuser, whose first 
job was with Sir Herbert 
Beerbohm Tree in “Merry Wives of 
Windsor” on his last American tour, 
has written a show biz novel of the 
1920s, titled “Times Square,” which 
Samuel Curl wil] publish Feb. 20. | 
Her pro name was Chona Paula. 

Deon Sutton, former book and. 
OWI in Paris, has opened an office | 
rep for the| 
there to conduct a similar service | 
for various American pubs. First of | 
accounts is Omnibook, set by Robert 
K. Straus, who just returned from 
France. 

Sidney Fields, who does “Only | 
Human” column for the N.Y. Mirror, | 
will have two mag articles on the | 
stands in January. They are “Poor 
Man’s Divorce” in Coronet and “The 
No-Dough Girls” in Pic. He also 
had “What Makes a Bug Man Tick” 
in December Esquire. Writer re- | 
cently out of the Army 

Rights te print Russeli Janney’s | 
novel. “The Miracle of the Bells,” | 
have been sold to nine foreign pub- 
lishers in Canada, England, Portugal, | 
Holland, Sweden, Denmark, New 
Zealand, Australia and Argentina, 
with negotiations going on in France, 
Switzerland, India and South Africa. 
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Metropolitan Broadcasting Service 
bidding for new AM and FM stations 
in Manhattan. Donald Flamm, part 
of WPAT, Paterson (N. J.), 
was also in the race for 620ke in an 
effort to get back on the air in the 
New York market. 

FCC pointed out Manhattan 


+} + 
vhbadt 


has 16 standard stations, Newark 
only two. Officers of the new New- 
ark station are: Arthur Walsh, a 
vice president of the Edison Co., 
president; Arthur Vanderbilt, dean 


of New York University Law School, 


treasurer: and Mrs. Parker Griffith 
active in civic and music Circles in 
Newark. vice president 

FCC gave the upstate N. Y. and 
Vermont stations increased power on 
620kc to expand their coverage of 
rural areas. 


| to see France get off the convalescent list. 


| over 


eee 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


POPSET OE ESOS By Frank Scully 


Five O'Clock Chateau, Dec. 15 


Just because the estate of Oliver Wendell Holmes had to settle for the 
is no reason why the biz of issuing 
dissenting opinions should have folded with his passing. And even if it 
did, Billy Rose’s blast against La Belle France would call for reopening 
the file. 
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VARILTY usually reprints the best of Billy’s gayer animadversions, but 
this one is in a less happy vein. Affecting urbanity and cosmopolitanism, 
it ends where all provincial beefs from “The Man From Home” to “A 


Tramp Abroad” end, in ridiculing things abroad because they are different, 
and griping about small which they never seem to gripe 
about at home, though the annoyances are in both places. 

Mr. Rose tells us that the French plan to make a big pitch for American 
tourist trade next summer but is not going to As one who has 
trapped tourists with food, liquor, French decor and pretty girls, Billy 
thinks he knows something about this tourist business. He thinks Paris 1s 
the greatest carnival of the world, but having a good show is one thing, 
and getting people to come to see it is another. 

Mighty Like a Rose 

He makes the comparison between getting a visa for England and one 
for France. The British item couldn’t have been easier handled if he had 
been Attlee, and the French document had all the smal] annoyances which 
are considered typically French—down to 10c for the application blank 
itself. He knew no French beyond “Pas ce soir, Josephine,’ so he had to 


annoyances 


1 
nis. 


get 


pay a buck to have a translator fill out his application, and like most 
Americans he looks on the fact that he doesn’t know a foreign language 
as proof of superiority. 

He carries on the deadly parallel to show that when his baggage was 
inspected for customs at Southampton he was moved through with the 


ease of the young man on the flying trapeze. 
of the Labor cabinet to commit a little 
stockings,” thus cutting the duty in half 

London was one long lesson in good manners to him. Then he crossed 
the Channel to France. He was kept waiting two hours in a cold shed. 
Finally his bags were inspected in what looked like the cell of a jail. 
They scattered his stuff all over the floor. He got out wishing he could 
make them pay the 1918 war debt. 

Paris he found wasn’t much friendlier. To him it was just one big clip- 
joint, and if the tip wasn’t extravagant enough, and apparently his wasn't, 
insults were issued in two languages. Even so, he couldn’t get too mad 
at a country which has given us Debussy and the can-can. (I’m wonder- 
ing if they gave us these things, or if we just lifted them?) He would like 
“But I'll be darned if you're 
going to get a buck of my money until you put that itching palm back in 
your pocket,” he told Pierre as a finish. 

Now, this is a typical tourist beef, and as I remember it at its best, it was 
part of a skit in “The Ziegfeld Follies” concerning a guy who got clipped all 
around New York and kept repeating, “Oh, when I get back to St. Joe, 
am I going to knock this town!” 

To New Yorkers such a peasant beef is laughable, and in much the 
Same way Parisians, who also have suffered all these things which annoy 
tourists, laugh at the sucker who squeals at being separated from a frac- 
tion of his money for the first time. After a while civilized adults get 
used to supporting these outstretched palms. But now and then one of 
the nouveau riche, who has made his money all to easily seems to squeal 
even louder each time he is tapped. 

But if you look closely enough, you'll find that those itching palms are 
perilously close to bleeding. You will find that the taxi drivers are not 
rich, and neither is the pro in the men's room at the “Folies Bergere.” 
The sort who in America and France really enrich themselves on these 
small tyrannies are the Lavals, and in France at least they are shot. 

As one who lived for 10 years under the venial bites of France I can 
assure you they are easier to bear than the smog and fog of Los Angeles, 
which is only there because big business lures tourists to California with 
display ads and then chokes them with gases which big business feels it 
can force a tourist to inhale once it has got him over the frontier. 


Including the Magnificent Yankees 
As for the irritating techniques of small-bored bureaucrats in control of 


He even got a hired hand 
perjury by calling nylons ‘silk 


| foreign travel, you can say that again, but include the Americans and 
| please do not exclude the British. 


In fact don’t exclude any customs of- 
ficials until the United Nations takes the late Wendel] Willkie’s textbook 
seriously and makes all of us “One World.” In fact, I have heard travelers 
from Utah, Arizona and Texas beefing about being stopped at the frontiers 
of California and having their baggage mauled by state highway patrol- 
men looking for some alien weevil, and I assure you it was done with 
less urbanity and less kindliness than a French official poking through 
baggage at Menton to find if you were bringing in a lethal pineapple from 
Italy. 

Not one to accept authority if I can possibly bypass it, I nevertheless 
have had a host of pleasant experiences getting past customs guards. In 
the old days, I should say the Italian customs officials treated tourists 
worse than any other country in Europe, and here, too, I can remember 
arguing them out of an extra bite. In fact, on one occasion I remember 
Alice and I touring all of Europe in a 4%-h.p. car that was hardly bigger 
than a baby carriage. But it was big enough for my bride, who did all 
the driving. to carry as extra baggage a flaming red dress which I am sure 
was the original model for the one now featuring the Fireman's Bride 
number in “Up In Central Park.” 


The Bride Wore Red 


Every time we neared a frontier, I told Alice to get out her red dress. 
It was all wool and hardly the robe for a summer's day, but it was over- 


_ board with allure and we found that in the matter of sex appeal customs 


officials were only human. 

We came to this decision after one bunch of spaghetti-benders at Venti- 
miglia stood at attention while my little 110-pound bride dragged a trunk 
on to the rack for inspection. Not one of the officials lifted a hand to help, 
not even to pinch a bottom, which in those days was more Italian than a 
fascist salute. 

The next step, naturally, was for me to go into the “St. Joe routine,” 
but what I did instead was to tell them, “Okay, give me all the annoy- 
ances can. Your government has been telling everybody how easy 
it is to travel in Italy, but I’m traveling for a string of papers and my 
papers don't believe it. So making things complicated is just what the 
doctor ordered for us. That's just the sort of copy I'm looking for.” 

Caribinieri, alpinistri and latter-day fascist military guards began giving 
each other the nod. and before I could check on how they were taking 
Alice's red dress, six of them heaved the car, Alice, me and our luggage 
over the border. 

In fact, in those days. Austria was the most civilized country for tour- 
ists, Dut at its most gemuetlich it was no Paris. and even Vienesse would 
be glad to put up with the inconveniences of French customs just to sit 
around the Cafe de la Paix or the Dome. 

As for today, the worst rousting is right in the port of New York, brother, 
or within hog-calling distance of the Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe. 

Rose likes to fortify his biases by quoting his wife Eleanor. Well, I 
can report to him that only a week ago a returning native with a 2-year-old 
baby was ushered off a ship at the foot of West 57th street and forced 
to stand there on the coldest day of the year not for two hours but three 
hours while baggage was being unloaded for customs inspection She 
was refused permission to return to the ship till her number would be 
coming up. It took everything, including hot grogs spiked with penicillin 
to thaw her out and save them both from pneumonia. But is that typical 
of American hospitality, or is it merely typical of customs inspections all 
the world? 


you 


““-* +. - - “een ee eer” 


os | 
+ 
a 
‘ 
7 


lobe minion 


oqenare poco 














Rie ee TE 








saishy veo onrcnsnel niece ena 


“Se 
oe 


Tose 


a met aa 








—~ eS 


b ey 


na, neg 2 eR 





pcrenerelresaa a aN ne ee 


shew oer 


eran reer 


~ 














70 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, December 18, 1946 





‘ 


OBITUARIES | 


DAMON RUNYON 
Damon Runyon, 62, columnist and 
fiction chronicler of Broadway, died 
in New York, Dec. 10. He had been 
ailing for some time. 
Further details on Page 2. 








EDDIE GIRARD 

Eddie Girard, 88, retired vaude | 
and musicomedy comedian, died! 
Dec. 10 at the Percy Williams Home, | 
East Islip, L. IL, where he had been 
living since his retirement from the 
stage in 1930. | 

Born in Paterson, N. J., he entered | 
vaude at the age of 17 in an act with | 
his brother at Tony Pastor's, N. Y. | 
He later toured vaude as a member 
of the trio act of Seaman, Summers 
and Girard and after that had 
trouped for several seasons with 
Haverly’s Minstrels. He later co- 
starred witth Kate Castleton in| 
“Crazy Patch” and then became Co- | 
producer of “Natural Gas” and other 
productions. 

Around the turn of the century 
he appeared under management of 
Klaw & Erlanger in “Jack and the, 
Beanstalk” and “The Geezer.” He 
also appeared in a number of Weber 
& Fields productions as well as sev- 
eral of George M. Cohan’s produc- 
tions, including “Mary” and “Little 
Nellie Kelly.” Between legit as- | 
signments he _ frequently toured 
vaude in an act with his wife, 
Jessie Girard, until latter's death. 





MARIE LOUISE DANA 
Marie Louise Dana, 70, legit ac- 
tress and widow of Dwight Bates 


Dana, theatrical manager, died in 
New York Dec. 10. 
She had been in show business | 


the greater part of her life, having | 


IN MEMORIAM 


EDWARD B. MARKS 


Nov. 28th, 1865-Dec. 17th, 1945 





| with burlesque policy 





made her debut many years ago 
with Amelia Bingham in “The 
Climbers” and had since appeared in 
many productions, including “Jerry 
for 
Return of the Vagabond” and “The 
Naked Genius.” 
pearance was in New York in 1937 
when she appeared with George M. 
Cohan in the musical, “I'd Rather 
Be Right.” 

For more than 10 years Mrs. Dana 
was chairman of the social service 
bureau of the Catholic Actors Guild. 
She leaves a son, Kenneth Dana, an 
actor. 





FRANK S. HOOVER 
Frank S. Hoover, 71, pioneer cam- 
eraman credited with bringing the 
first motion picture studio to Holly- 
wood, died on a train near Wyom- 
ing. Dec. 11, of a heart ailment. He 
had been enroute to Hollywood 
from N. Y., where he and his wife 
had been spending a holiday. 
Born in Lancaster, Pa., Hoover 
went to Hollywood in 1899 and had 
made his home there since. He had 
set up a photography business and 
some years later induced David 
Horsley, film producer, to take a 
troupe of actors from N. Y. to make 
films there. Horsley built a studio 
in Hollywood and had produced pic- 
tures for several years. Hoover later 
worked as cameraman for David W. 
Griffith, William Farnum and others. 
After his retirement in 1930, he 
built the Sunset Plaza apartments, 
Hollywood, where he and his wife 
had made their home since 1937. 
Widow and two sons survive him. 





BEN CARTER 

Ben Carter, 34, who comprised 
half the team of Carter and More- 
land, died in New York, Dec. 10, of 
a strep throat. Carter originally 
worked for 20th-Fox and later 
teamed with Mantan Moreland in a 
successful comedy team which cap- 
italized on the unfinished sentence 
routine. 

He had recently completed a tour 
of theatres and was slated to make 
a television appearance on NBC for 
Wednesday (11). 

Remains were sent to the Coast 
for burial. 

ROY WILLIAM NEILL 

Roy William Neill, 59, Hollywood 
producer and director, died after a 
heart attack at the home of his 
nephew and business associate, Sid- 
ney Bracy, in London, Dec. 14. 

Neill had produced a series of 


Her last stage ap- | 





years Such chillers as “House of 


Fear,” “Terror by Night” and) 
“Rhythm of the Islands.” | 
About 25 years ago he directed 
silent film productions — starring | 
Norma Talmadge, Dorothy Dalton 
and others. 
Prior to going to Hollywood to 


| engage in film producing and direct- 


ing he had been an actor, appear- 
ing mostly in stock companies 
throughout the U. S. 

Widow and twa daughters survive 
him. 
CHARLES E, FOREMAN 

Charles E,. Foreman, 76, former 
manager of burlseque companies 
and theatres on the burlseque cir- 
cuit, died in New York, Dec. 11. | 

For several years he had been 
company manager for burlesque 
shows for Barney Gerard, Gus Hill 
and Harry C. Miner. He also man- 
aged the Empire theatre, Brooklyn, | 
N. Y., when that house operated 


Survived by widow, 
former actress. 


May Walsh, a 


FREDERIC NORTON 

George Frederic Norton, British 
composer, who wrote the music for 
“Chu Chin Chow” and other musical 
shows, died in London, Dec. 15. 

Early in his career he had been a 
singer and toured the Continent in 
various opera companies. He later 
diverted to composing music. His | 
works included “Pinkie and the 
Fairies” and “Pamela.” 


GEORGE 





CLYDE DUEAL BROWN 
Clyde Dueal Brown, 34, former 
manager of Fanchon & Marco’s Fox 


| theatre, St. Louis, was buried in St, 


Louis 
Coast. 
He 


following his death on the 


was manager of the Fox 


| theatre, Fullerton, Calif. at the time 


of his death. 
STEPHEN OLSEN 

Stephen Olsen, 46, screen actor 
and brother of Ole Olsen, of Olsen 
and Johnson, died Dec. 14 at his 
home in Van Nuys, Cal., of a sinus 
infection. 

Before entering pictures five years 


| ago, he was a member of the vaude 
| team of Olsen and Alexandria. 
Short,” “Honeymooning,” “The | 


| ROBERT DYRENFORTH 
Robert Dyrenforth, 60, radio actor, 
| died in Chicago, Dec. 11. 
Dyrenforth appeared on “Curtain 
| Mme,” 
House” 
grams. 
Surviving are his widow and son. 


and “The Whistler,” pro- 





A. C. WALTERHOUSE 

A. C. Walterhouse, 77, active in 
the newspaper and theatrical ad- 
vertising field in Michigan for 40 
years died Dec. 14 at Ceresco, Mich. 

He had been advertising manager 
for the Glenn A. Cross Theatres for 
a number of years. 








GEORGE JENNER 
George Jenner, 70, dresser to the 
late George Arliss for 33 years and 
later an actor himself, died in Holly- 
wood Monday (16). He had been in 
films seven years. 
Widow survives. 





Mother of A. D. Magarian, owner 
of the Deluxe and Caty theatres, 
East St. Louis, died in a fire which 
destroyed her home in East St. Louis. 





Mother, 63, of Rodney White, 
manager of RKO Republic theatre, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., died in Savannah, 
Ga., Dec. 8. 





; Father, 95, of cartoonist Rube 
| Goldberg, died Dec. 9 in San Fran- 
cisco after long illness. 

Wife, 28, of bandleader Hot Lips 
Page, died Dec. 12. in New York. 
Burial was in Montgomery, Ala, 





Father, 90, of Emmett Callahan, 
legit company manager, died in 


Toledo Dec. 15. 








| 
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Tax Cut 


Continued from page 3 =e! 


Consequently, wiping out of excess 
nick brought about a rise in pay- 
ments of income taxes, now down to 
a 38% ceiling. 
Par’s $12,000,000 Added 

Chief gainer in the repeal is Par- 
amount, which pockets an estimated 
$12,000,000, which, had the old laws 
been in effect, it would have paid 








out additionally to the Government. 


| year from the repeal since their fis- 


lwas the hiking of admission scales 


| gain 
rental terms, a process which con- 


the year as theatres in large num- 


Famous Authors. Mystery | 










‘ 
added $8,500,000 in it kick. For 


the 39 weeks ended Sept. 28, 20th 
doled out $12,750,000 in Federal taxes 
on a $31,148,768 gross, while for the 
same period of '45, the company was 
nieked for $16,300,000 on a $26,140,- 
382 gross. 

Other companies will have effect- 
ed savings as follows: 

Warner Bros., $6,000,000. 

RKO, $4,000,000. 


Rie Cabana, Chi 


semi-nude stunt in the “Vanities,” 
offer speedy routines. Pair do 
streamlined versions of soit shoe 
ballrooming to themes of old mas- 
ters. Jon, in tails, and Inga in flow- 





Metro for its fiscal year, ended 
Sept. 1, $2,000,000. 
Universal, with its fiscal year) 


closed Nov. 3, $1,250,000. 
Columbia, with the windup June 
30, $400,000, 


ing black velvet which soon disap- 
pears, revealing tight-fitting, scanty 
black lace job, do a nifty job to 
“Full Moon and Empty Arms,” and 
“Smoke Gets in Your Eyes.” 

Park and Clifford are among best 





Latter three companies, of course, 
received only partial benefit this | 


cal periods cut across "45 when the | 
tax was effective and '46 when it was | 
off. 

Increase in patronage at theatres 
turns up to be a minor factor. More | 
effective than a climb'in attendance | 


which did much to account for the 
boost in b.o. taxes collected by the 
Federal government. Additional as- 
pect, which detracts from increased 
attendance theory as accounting for 
in earnings, is the upping of 





tinued, although slowly, in '46. 
Rise in foreign take continued over 


bers swung open their doors in dev- 
astated Europe. Proportion of world- 
wide business to domestic, down to} 


35° during the war years, has | 
mounted to over 40° in the current | 
year, with signs of continued, if 


slower, advance. 


MARRIAGES 


Hope Gray to William Raynor, Jr., 
New York, Dec. 12. Bride is with 
foreign publicity department of Uni- 
versal Pictures; groom is on ad- 
| vertising staff of RKO pictures. 

Dorothy Maxine to Stanley Poss, 
Hollywood, Dec. 9. Bride is a 
|'dancer; groom is stage manager at 
El Patio theatre. 

Rita E. Fox to Max Roth, New 
York, Dec. 15. Groom is with the 
| Bernard Burke talent agency. 


BIRTHS 


| Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Braun, daugh- 
\ter, Hollywood, Dec. 11. Father is 
|assistant director on “Forever Am- 
| ber” at 20th-Fox. 


Mr. and Mrs. John Anderson, son, 
Philadelphia, Dec. 4. Father is with 
general service department of KYW 
lin that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Brandt, son, 
Hollywood, Dec. 10. Father is an 
|indie film producer. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Paul Sheldon, son, 
New York, Nov. 28. Father is radio 
flack; mother is Marjorie McCann, 
actress and radio commentator. 

Mr. and Mrs. Renald Rossa, son, 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 8. Father's on staff 

of Carousel, Pitt nitery. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sammy Walters, son, 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 5. Father’s in Nixon 
theatre orch. 











Mr. and Mrs. Howard Debold, 

daughter, Daytona Beach, Fila. 
Father manages Model theatre, 
Pittsburgh. 


Mr. and Mrs. Bil] Gallagher, son, 
Hollywood, Dec. 9. Father is secre- 
tary to Tyrone Power. 


Mr. and Mrs. DeVallon Scott, son, 
Hollywood, Dec, 10. Father is a 
screen writer. 


Mr. and Mrs. Jules Archer, son, 
their second, in Sharon, Conn., 
Dec. 7. 

Mr. and Mrs, Bernard Loevener, 
daughter, New York, Dec. 10. 
Mother is daughter of Lou Wein- 
berg, Columbia Pictures sales ex- 
ecutive. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward L. (Ned) 
Trudeau, daughter, Albany, N. Y., 
Dec. 12. Father is musical director 
and announcer at WOKO and W/.BY 
in that city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Karl Eagle. son, 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 12, Father’s the son 
of Charlie Eagle, Stanley theatre 
manager, 


Mr. and Mrs. Russell Schirra, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Dec. 10. 
Father’s asst. mgr. of Penn theatre. 


| Mr. and Mrs. Richard Hart, 
|daughter, Hollywood, Dec. 13. 
| Mother is Louise Valery of the stagé; 
father is a screen actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Hayes, daugh- 
ter, Los Angeles, Dec. 10. Father is 
radi writer-producer. 

Mr. and Mrs, Danny Kave, daugh- 
ter, Dec. 17, "New York. Father is 
the comedian; mother is Sylvia Fine, 
| Kaye’s material writer and _ col- 
laborator, s 
| Mr. and Mrs. James Roth, daugh- 
| ter, New York, Dec. 13. Father is 











Sherlock Holmes films and in recent Second in line is 20th-Fox, with an | in the RKO operating dept. 


hand-balancers seen here. Start off 


| with burlesque on card tricks, then 


go into comedy song routine, with 
Clifford providing offside nonsense 
to take attention away from Park’s 
vocalizing. By this time payees 
aren't certain as to what kind of 
biz these boys are in until they get 
down to some serious muscle work. 
Their balancing is flawless and 
shows some l.ard and earnest work, 
Closing heel balance is terrific and 
gets attention from crowd. 

Cross and Dunn remind payees in 
their opener that “It’s Been a Whole 
Year Since We've Been Here.” Lot's 
seems to have happened to them in 
that time. Dunn comes up with some 
streamlining, having thrown off 25 
pounds. Expecting to hear some of 
their oldies, table holders went for 
the entire batch of new material in 
a big way. “That Old Gang of Mine,” 
a parody on Pres: Truman's filling 


Washington with his Missouri cro- 
nies, is a real boff. 

Mob hasn't quieted from that 
when they come through with 
“Union For The Married Man.” 
Good timing, too, makes way for 
laughs. 


Cee Davidson orch backs show in 
usual fine style. 


Frolies Club, Miami 
Miami, Dec. 12. 
Margie Hart, Eddie “Nuts” Kaplan 
with Lillian Barnes, Flash Lane & 
Tanglefoot, Lillian Melba, Bert St. 
Clair, Tony Varrone, Tullah & Miy, 
Line (18), Harry Candullo Orch (9); 
admission $1-$2. 





Latest entry in the nitery field 
here is the burlesque-cafe policy 
installed by Charlie Lewis in this 
huge 800 seater which has been a 
white elephant for its ops in past 
seasons. Whether the policy will 
wind up a winner is in doubt at 
the moment, though the first week 
of operation saw some fairly good 
turnouts. Aimed at the mass trade, 
the spot should draw, despite the 
admission policy, for there’s a big 
segment of the population here that 
can’t afford the more expensive 
boites catering to tourist dough. 

It’s typical burley, slightly cleaned 
up, and adds up to the usual hodge- 
podge of low comedy, grind artists 
and unimaginative production. 

Vet stripper Margie Hart doesn’t 
stay on too long in her spot, but 
what she does is what they came to 
see. Handles the strip end in slick 
fashion after a song sequence for 
the palm pounding leads to more 
discarding. She doesn't disappoint 
the onlookers. 

Grind section is taken care of by 
Tullah and Miv, two Egyptian gals, 
who leave nothing to the imagina- 
tion with their wild, muscle twist- 
ing routines. 

Straight singing and dance 
sequences are handled in okay man- 
ner by Tony Varrone, nice looking 
lad who croons the pops in the 
swoon-croon tradition, Lillian Mel- 
ba, with some overarranged tunes 
and blonde looker Bert St. Clair, 
who turns in a solid tap stint. 

Comedy end features Eddie “Nuts” 
Kaplan with stooges Flash Lane and 
Tanglefoot and straight woman Lil- 
lian Barnes. It’s a mixture of blue 
and tried and true material with a 
lot of it coming off in surprisingly 
funny fashion. Biggest yock getters 
for the quart t is their Hellzapop- 
pin’ biz with the ringsiders, with 
Lane’s Groucho Marx impresh top- 
per. 

‘Line and showgirls are costumed 
nicely and handle routines ade- 
quately. Harry Candullo and orch 
cut show neatly and provide sweet- 
swing music to draw them on the 
floor for the dansapation. Lary. 





Normandie Roof, Mont’l 
(MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL) 
Montreal, Dec. 13. 
Carl Brisson, Buddy Clarke Orch 
(13) with Norma Hutton, Erni Ardi 
quintet; $1.50 couvert weekdays, $2 
Saturdays, ‘ 





It was smart idea booking Carl 
Brisson into the Normandie during 
the usual pre-Christmas doldrums. 
Results are paying off and though 
the room is not jammed at all times 
it’s still doing a much heftier biz 
than it would usually at ihis time. 

As for Brisson, the customers stil] 
go for him as big as they did when 
he was here a few years ago. There's 
little the guy can do that’s wrong, 
as far as the payees are concerned. 
His salesmanship and personality are 
| still socko and he has a pretty tougn 
| time getting off the floor after a 
hs 50 minutes of song selling. 

} Brisson’s strength lies in the fact 
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that he hasn’t changed the format of 
his routine to any marked degree in 
the years he’s been in the business 
The payees know what they're going 
to get and he’s practically sold be- 
fore he gets on the floor. He's still 
the same suave, debonair Brisson 
with the flashing smile and irre. 
sistable charm. Topping all this he’s 
got all the theatricks up his sleeve 
and knows when and how to use 
‘em, The hopping on chairs. tossing 
his topper on his toe, asides to the 
ringsiders, and working with a hand 
mike among the tables all go ove, 
big. ) , 

Brisson’s repertory is all Clicko 
The oldies like “Talk of the Town” 
‘Music Maestro Please,” “I'll Be See. 
ing You” all register, as usuas 
Novelty item “Doodle Doodle” is 
also a big hit as is “Lily Marlene” 
delivered with deft phrasing and 
salesmanship. 

Buddy Clarke's orchestra does a 
boff job in the backgrounding and is 
as hep as ever in the dansapation, 
aided by Norma Hutton on the 
vocals. Erni Ardi’s quintet registers 
in the relief periods. Biz good. 

Laza 


Clover Club. Miami 


Miami, Dec. 11. 


Lillian Cornell, Nick Long, Jr, 
| Pierce & Roland, Line (6), Ken De- 
|laney and Tony Lopez Orchs; Min. 
| $2-$3. 





| Current package, though not sock 
enough to compete with the name 
| bistros, still looks good enough to 
| draw a fair amount of trade. 

Production numbers remain the 
same, with Nick Long, Jr., held over 
to lead them, emcee and turn in his 
own neat brand of tapology in own 
spot. Routines are good, with the 
Viennese number done with the line 
a nice sequence. 

Lillian Cornell toplines. Voice 
isn’t too strong, but manner of pres- 
entation, plus looks, gowning and ar- 
rangements add up to pleasant 
nitery fare. Special material adds to 
overall effect. Purveys ‘‘To Each His 
Own,” “Coax Me A Little Bit” and 
a cOmic version of “Man That I Mar- 
ry” to rate hearty return palm- 
pounding. 

Pierce and Roland impress as one 
of the best dance teams to have 
played this spot in some time. A 
good looking pair, they project an 
expert sesh of ballroomology. Offer 
samba, fox-trot and waltz with equal 
ability, essaying some difficult lifts 
and turns for solid response. Lary. 


Persian Room. N. Y. 
(PLAZA HOTEL) 
(FOLLOWUP) 


The Persian room of the Plaza ho- 
tel has had tl.e unusual situation of 
having two openings in as many 
weeks and a third slated for Friday 
(20). This has been caused by 
the incumbent Hildegarde’s illness, 
which necessitated the  bring- 
ing in of Gracle Fields, who gave 
way to Tito Guizar, who opened 
for a week, starting Friday (13). 
Third opening will come when the 
Milwaukee chantoosey returns to 
spot on Friday (20). 

Despite these substitutions, the 
Persian room’s ultra _— standards 
haven't been relaxed. The two en- 
tertainers pinch-hitting for Hilde- 
garde are of the type that can re- 
main on a floor for interminable 
periods and still retain interest. 
They're experienced performers in 
the name category and know how 
to get a toehold on an audience. 

Miss Fields (New Acts) does 4a 
35-minute stint, in which she shows 
why she’s been the fave of the 
British masses for more than 4 
decade. The same type artistry sim)- 
larly takes effect on the upper- 
strata frequentine the Persian room, 
who were similarly loathe to let 
her go. ; 

Guizar found different conditions 
prevailing in 1:e room at his preem 
night Friday (13), The finishing 
school crowd of sub-debs were min- 
gling with the dowagers, conse- 
quently Guizar had to embark on 4 
fishing expedition to find a com- 
mon denominator of interest. It 
happened with the third numbe} 
when he embarked on a program of 
familiar Latin tunes. The crowd 
was a pushover after that, and once 
he sold himself he provided further 
ingratiation with his rendition of 
“Wild Irish Rose” and even an aria 
from “Manon.” Also to the liking 
of the crowd was his garb ol 4 
Mex magnifico. 

Both substitutions have been able 
to maintain the healthy business be- 
ing done in the Persian seem. . 

ose, 





Phil Baker Incorporates 

Phil Baker has incorporated him- 
self into the Phil Baker Enterprises, 
Inc. Charter was granted last week 
at a capitalization of 200 shares, 7° 
par value. 

Corporation directors are Peter A. 
Lewis, Frieda Klein and Seward 
Benjamin, ali of New York. 
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et Broadway 


attorney Louis Nizer to Arizona 
for month's rest. 
Harry Salter about again after 
three weeks with grippe. 
Bill Slater switched from Repub- 
jie to Columbia’s exploitation staff. 
al 2 “3 , f 
al Fox resigned as exec v.p. 0 
ofacial Films, 16m outfit. No plans 
et. 
. Emmett Corrigan planes to Toledo 
every Sunday to see ailing dad who 


ic 90. aia _ 

. Dwight Deere Wiman has moved 
a 

offices from Playhouse to Adelphi 

theatre. 


John Farmer m.c. at RKO Christ- 
mas party at Waldorf-Astoria Fri- 
day (20). 

rony Buttitta, p.4a. 
of Norway” in Chicago, 
se Manners replacing Henry 
Daniell in ‘Lady Windermeres Fan 
tonight (Wed.). 

Gilbert Russell, last in ‘ i: 
Lady,” has romantic lead in “In Gay 

“New Orleans. 
Mg edi Kayes thinking of call- 
ing their daughter Dena from the 
record of the same name. 

Marvin Schenck, Metro \ eepee and 
eastern studio rep, to the Coast for 
huddles with studio execs. 

Beth Merrill returning to 
in “All My tage — 
“ Sign of the Archer 
= commen Lawler, of O’Brien, 
Driscoll & Raftery, handling legal 
chores again aftel brief illness. 

Philip Stevenson resigned 
Theatre Guild press department, 
Reginald Dennenholz replacing. 

Ted Baumfeld, eastern sales rep 
for producer Arnold Pressburger, 
Coast vacationing for three weeks. 

John Houseman, who staged “Beg- 
gar’s Holiday,” will direct “Mirror 
in the Sky,” another new musical. 

Percy Waram out of 
Part of The Forest” two nights last 
week, being replaced by Paul Ford. 

Bill Norton, company manager 
“Up In Central Park” on tour, back 
in town on vacation, Bill Doll sub- 
bing. 


ahead of “Song 
has finished 


stage 
from 


Charles Brackett, who arrived last | 


week from the Coast, 0.0.'ing B’way 
shows: returns to Hollywood next 
week. 


United Artists prexy Ed Raftery’s | 


young son, Ed, Jr., underwent emer- 
gency operation Monday (16) night 
for appendix. : 

Rutgers Nielson taking heat treat- 


ments and wearing a knee guard | 


since he injured his leg about six 


weeks ago. ; 
Mark Hanna clearing title on a 
Westchester farm. Bucolic-inclined 


agent has picked up 22 acres in Bed- 

ford Village. 
Harry Fleishma 

ger for Gilbert Mille: 


other 


general mana- 
has resigned 
before making an 
connectiol 

Sandy Cummings, Col. producer, 
planed back to the Coast Sunday 
(15) after six days in N. Y., chiefly 
to visit with his fiancee. 

Carol Brandt, Metro’s eastern 
story chief. and Olin Clark, eastern 
tory editor, due back from 
‘oast tomorrow (Thursday). 


visit anent his new Liberty Films 
production, “It’s A Wonderful Life.” 

Claudette Colbert and Fred Mac- 
Murray as “Col-Mac Egg Ranch” 
sending out “Egg and I” handpainted 
(by Orry Kelly) ties, from the Uni- 
versal picture of the same name. 

P. E. Furber and Norman W. El- 
son, Trans-Lux theatre circuit top- 
pers, returned from Mexico City last 
week where both attended the open- 
ing of the chain's eighth unit there. 

Herbert S. Nusbaum, member of 
Metro's homeoffice legal staff, re- 
signed to join legal firm handling 
Monogram’s 
Will headquarter ¢ i 
ate — er at the Mono studio 

om J. Connors, 20th-Fox veepe 
Over sales, to the Coast today (Wed.) 
- Spend Xmas with his family and 
uddle with studio execs on routine 


business matters 
a 


Flock of Universal execs training 


to the Coast on the Century and 
on Jan. 7 for studio nudes. 
New Blumbon tend for marriage of 
s daughter, 
— Meyer, Jan. 4. oe 
Syndicate owning the Park 
a ; apartment which threatens 
~ ne the Danny Kayes (Sylvia 
— includes producer Gilbert Mil- 
Chadb lalite attorney William L. 
Sa ouene figures in the control. 
of or a Gordine, French producer 
its aaemo, who expected to’ attend 
Saturdee at the 55th St. Playhouse 
due te y (14), was unable to appear 
sage ¢ inability to secure plane pas- 
arriy rom Paris. He’s now slated to 
e early in January. 

Daily Noes are taking up N. Y. 
campeign nee David Charnay’s 


Bn against i 
Authority's Sonal 4 Ba. State Liquor 


wn on the Long- 
champs Chain because of credit- 
po one booze. Some 2,000 workers 

ected if the liquor licenses 


Say Tevoked. 
“the vid G. Wittels, 
SateynoDus —yclept MCA—in four 
rend epost chapters, now doing a 
stein 3 Seria) on Oscar Hammer- 
with ony Practically communes 
to € showman at his Doyles- 
bar Pa., farm. : 
. Pomel A. R. Hyland, whose Dan- 
Churee ‘N. Y.) prison chapel, 
by ch of the Good Thief, was built 
Convict labor: and with funds 


who profiled 


“Gypsy | 


from | 


“Another | 


of | 


the 


Sam Briskin back to Hollywood | 
Saturday (21) after a brief N. Y. | 


affairs on the Coast. He | 


making his annual appeal for funds 
and Xmas packages for non-secta- 
rian distribution among the inmates. 

Cinema Lodge of B'’naj_ Brith 
sponsored a dinner last night (Tues- 
day) at the Astor hotel honoring 
Kate Smith and Sister Kenny “for 
outstanding contributions toward 
true American democratic — prin- 
ciples.” Former is national chair- 
| woman for the current Sister Kenny 
$2,000,000 fund drive 





| . 
| Washington, D. C. 
By Florence 8S. 
Joe Holton. film 
State Occasion,” 
attraction. 


John 


Lowe 
scout n to 0.0 
current Catholic U 


Grierson is producing the 


first short in a new series of morale 
films for the Navy 

BMI is furnishing talent for the 
annual National Press Club dinnez 
to the President on Jan. 11 

Variety Club reviving its annual 
moppets’ party on Dec. 27. Event 


was discontinued during wat 

Bryson Rash back at his old stand 
as director of Special Features for 
WMAL-ABC, after a five months 
leave to direct radio for Democratice 
National Committee. 


| Sidney Lust’s trio of suburban 
theatres holding annual food and 
clothing matinees this week, with 
20th-Fox, Warner's and Columbia 
contributing the features 
D. C. radio stations pooling their 
| talent for a Christmas show at Glen | 
| Dale sanitarium. Brown Derby and 


| Club 400, local niteries 
tribbing acts for the show 

Film and radio biggies at Gridiron 
|Club dinner past Saturday (14) 
cluded Nicholas Schenck. Spyros 
Skouras, Eric Johnston, Gridironer 
Byron Price, David Sarnoff and 
Gardiner Cowles 

Treasure Island, which dropped its 


also con- 


floor show policy past week, is sec- 
ond D. C. nitery to succumb to 
spending slump. Paul Young's Ro- 
|; many Room previously announced it | 
would operate as straight eatery 
after Jan. 1 
| Stockholm 

Sten Nerdenskiold off for West 
| Africa to make educational shorts 
| for Svensk Filmindustri. 
| Gustav Wally, who visited the 
U. S. last August, expects to make 


another trip to the states next sum- 
mer. 

Swedish film, “Det Brinner en 
Eld” (“A Fire Is Burning’). dealing 
with the Norwegian underground, is 
scoring big success in Spain. 


Vet film scripter Franz Winter- 
stein, who’s been plying his trade | 

Madrid the past few years, re- 
ported returning to Sweden soon. 

Stig Jaerrel, ex-actor turned meg- 
ger, completed chores on “Bad 
| Eyes” for Centrum Film and _ is 
slated to handle another for the 














20th to Produce 


(Continued from page 1) 





|seven years under the condition it 
would pick up the option within 
30 days after publication. Tome is 
to be published by Doubleday Jan. 
23. 


Small Town Boy Makes Good 

Cedar Rapids, Ia., Dec. 17. 
William E. Henning, a shorthand 
instructor in a small business college 
here, is currently dickering with 
20th-Fox to sell screen rights to 
his first novel. Harold Ober agency, 
handling the deal for him, has asked 
20th for a minimum of $50,000 and 


the company is on the verge of 
accepting. 
Novel, titled “The Heller,” 


brought Henning rejection slips from 
ll different publishers before he 
finally sold it to the Ladies Home 
Journal, which plans to print a 
condensed version next summer. 
Story, concerning eight months in 
the life of a teen-age girl, was de- 
veloped “chiefly through observa- 
tion requiring little research,” 
| Henning said. 
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their present norm. A slice in prices 
at the boxoffice would be the worst 
thing that could happen to the in- 
dustry, this exec said. 

Only word of caution was voiced 


prices any higher than $2. Experi- 
ence of Samuel Goldwyn in trying 
, to 
| of Our Lives” during weekdays at 
the Astor, N. Y., adds weight to the 
Peqperr pee he said. Theatre patrons, 
lhe said, will go for anything up to 
| $2 for a strip ticket. Once the price 
| soars over that figure, the customer 
| expects to get a reserved seat, which 
i'means only roadshow attraetions 
| > 
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cpect 


supplied by showbusiness benefits. is | 


Pix Admissions | | 


by one Broadway theatre manager, | 
who warned against trying to boost | 


Miami Beach 


By Larry Solloway 





Harry Watt is working on script 
for “Eureka Stockade,” next home- 
made film planned for Ealing. Watt 


| will bring out a production unit next 


Lucille Barton into Bar of Music. 

Una Merkel in town for a long; 
stay. 

Nitery biz off over 60° in most 
spots. 

Sonny Kippe’s orch into Roney 
Plaza. 


J. J. Shubert. Robert Hannegan at | 


Shelborne hotel, 
Bruce Cabot 
| Havana for 


in 

vacash. 
| Irving Fields orch 
| lac hotel lounge fo1 


town on way to 


back at Cadil- 


season, | 
| Bert Wheeler due today (Wed.) 
for vacash at Lord Tarleton. 

Harry Brent, local booker, setting 


top acts for Nassau engagements. 

Lou Zissen opening a “Penthouse” 
addition to his Bowery, in Miami. 

Patricia Ryan, the Graysons and 
Ted & Carolyn Adair in new show 
at Club Bali. 

Harry Conover 
February to 
model contest. 

Hal Herbert's new and expensive 
Sirloin Club a click, with the little 
| room packed nightly. 
| The George Brandts (‘she was 
Jayne Manners) in town for honey- 
moon at Raleigh hotel. 

Noel Francis planed in from N. Y. 


due in town in 


judge Press 


} 


Photog’s | 


to take over flackery duties for Lou | 


Walter’s Latin Quarter 

Ruth Barr, former N. Y. 
agent, now located here, 
impending wedding to Jules Kasdin, 
chain drug store head. 

Ciro’s, swank dine-dance 
opened for season Friday (13). 
vez debut at Mardi Gras 
late crowds same night. 

Hotel ops blaming northern black 
market railroad ticket rings for the 
halt-empty trains 
reports that jammed cars are leaving 
N. Y. daily 

Billy Vine settled long feud with 
Kitty Davis and will open at her 
club on New Year‘s Eve. Prof. 
Backwards (Jimmy Edmondsen) and 
Patricia Adair on same bill. 

Ned Schuyler and Casey Castle- 
man, Beachcomber 
dancery in Negro section of town, 
with Louis Armstrong’s band bring- 
in 3,000 admissions over week- 


talent 


room, 
Cha- 
drew the 


Ing 
end. 

Celeb parties inaugurated last 
weekend with Ben Gaines feteing 
the Copacabana show and Swift 
Morgan at his Blackamoor room; 
Kitty Davis partying all the local 
amusement columnists. 

Beachcomber makes seasonal de- 
but Thursday (19) with Jackie Miles- 
Gypsy. Rose Lee show with Lou 
Walters preeming his Palm Island 
| Latin Quarter the following night 
with his new French revue. 

Week loaded with openings. Tues- 
day Myron Cohen, Lorraine DeWood 
and Watkin twins at Kitty Davis; 


announced | 


arriving, despite | 


owners, opened | 


| The Bill Gargans, and Rudy Vallee 
| with a lovely. 


| Francisco, shed his raincoat to guest 


| 
| 


| Wednesday, the Clover Club show- | 


cases Jack Marshall, Betty Reilly 


| 


land Copsey Ayres, while Diosa Cos- 
| tello and Pupi Campo debut at the 


, oe on | Five o'Clock Club. 
same firm. “Eyes” will preem early 


in January. 





By Hal Cohen 
Bob Hoffman, is the new organist 
at Hotel Keystone’s Lounge Cafe. 
“Y” Playhouse has “A Bell for 
! Adano” in rehearsal for its next pro- 


Pittsburgh 


Gene Lyons, local lad, signed for 
revival of “Rope” starring John 
Carradine. | 

Carnegie Tech drama school cur- 
rently reviving George Ade’s “Col- | 
lege Widow.” 


headed by Kay Vernon and Artini 
and Consuelo. 
New Year’s Eve tariff 
downtown clubs will range from $15 
to $25 per couple. 
Variety Club closing down this 
week for few days for annual pre- 


in the | 


Dave Broudy, feeling fit again 
after a breakdown, is back managing 
WB’s Shadyside Theatre.: . 

Police recovered Emil Brenkus 
bass fiddle less than an hour after 
it was stolen from his car. 

Art Farrar, bandleader, 
home from Hollywood to 
Christmas with his family. 

Bobby Klein, a big hit at Play- 
house in “Kiss and Tell,” cast for 
lead there in coming “Poor Nut.” 

Johnny Harris coast-bound to 
pring back John, Jr., in military 
school out there, back for holidays. 

Harold Lund, with Ward-Wheel- 
lock in Philly, came here for mar- 
| riage of his niece, Shirley Stevenson, 
ito Elliott Plowe. 


coming 
spend 


Australia 
By Eric Gorrick , 
Here McIntyre (U) and Bernie 
Freeman (Metro) are winding up 
'an extensive New Zealand visit for 
| respective units. 
| Dan Carroll, manager of the 
Prince Edward, Sydney, Paramount 
showcase, is back at his desk after a 
major operation. * 
Paul Schramm is giving lunchhour 





get that price for his “Best Years | )iano recitals in Sydney City Hall at | 


40c fee and pianist is copping plenty 
from office workers. 

Fullers have renewed lease of 
Majestic. Adelaide, for further long- 
term. Have held house for around 
30 vears. It will continue vaude. 

Trade is o.k. for the Littles. Plays 
on tap for summer include “Mary 
Stuarf.” “Of Mice and Men, 
“Twelfth Night” and “Lover's Leap.” 





} 
| 
{ 








' Frank Sinatra’s 


| gie outfit merits a 
|Meanwhile there’s talk t hat, 


Xmas housecleaning. 


| package is nearing the end of its 
| General Foods run, .with the general 





| perience, even with a more moder- 


, Tony Martin to a CBS 
| commercial, but decided that sing- 


/ will undoubtedly have a bearing on 


: | Buddy Adler. 
duction. | 





Name (Continued from page |) Same 
errace Room's new floor show | sore disappointment to the Detroit- | 


year. 

In a radio talk to Australia via 
Sydney’s 2SM, Bing Crosby said he 
hoped to visit this country next year, 


not to make a pic but to gander the | 


racetracks. 

“The Killers” will run at the State, 
Sydney, operated by GUT. 
time a pic of this calibre has screen- 
ed in this deluxer, catering mostly 
to carriage trade. 

Ralph Foster leaves for Canada 
end of this year. He’s been out here 
for the Aussie Government 
the National Films Board, producers 
of documentaries. 

Biz is bright for the Tivoli 
in Sydney with Jan Rubini, Nelson 
Clifford, Marie Marion, the Apple- 
tons and Ray Smith. In Melbourne, 
Tommy Trinder is stiil sock in eighth 
week for Dave Martin. 


Biz is still terrific 


100p 


in keys and 


Stix with Ealing’s homemade “Over- | 


landers.” 
ish Empire Films, also handling As- 


sociated British, Republic and Mono- 


gram under Gordon Ellis. 


Palm Springs 
By Hank Goldenberg 
A ga-ga tourist fell into Marjorie 
Main’s lap at the Village Inn. 
Horace Heidt 
tain at his Lone Palm on New Year's 
Eve. 


Bill Holden and Brian Donievy 
Christmas shopping on the Boule- 
vard. 


Charlie Morrison’s Stables closed | 


Dec. 1, with announced reopening 
for Dec. 26. 
Screen actor Bob Stevens and 


| Jerelyn Arthur announce wedding 


plans at the Tennis Club. 

Joan Fontaine and Bill Dozier 
tanning at La Quinta. Ditto Carole 
Keppler, new 20th-Fox moppet. 


Absorbing the violet-rays: Mike 
Newman and Arthur and Betsy 
Schmidt, Columbia Pictures pub- 
| licists. 

Swinging partners in ye _ old 


Square Dance at the Palm House: 


C. E. McDonald, Fox manager, San 


here with Nick Turner, retired Fox- 
West Coast exec. 

Edward Small has taken large 
suite for season at new Villa Her- 
mosa. His writer, George Bruce, 


First | 


heading | 


Pic is going through Brit- | 


due here to enter- | 


Hollywood 


Jean Hershelt to Palm Springs. 
Ionia McDonald to Mexico City. 
Richard Hageman to Mexico City. 
John Huston returned from New 
York. 
Martin Mooney vacationing in Las 
Vegas. 
Edwin O’Hanlon nursing a case of 
poison ivy. 
Elizabeth Taylor 
| bronchitis. 
Sol Cornberg and Everett Wile 





laid up with 


to 


| San Francisco. 

Luther Adler in from Manhattan 
' for tilm work. 

Pat O’Brien checked in from 


Birmingham, Ala 
Edwin Schallert 

| intestinal trouble. 
Sam Jaffee elected veepee of Art- 

ists Managers Guild 
Dwight Mitchell Wiley 

ing from pneumonia. 

| Audie Murphy to Texas for a tour 

| of stage appearancees. 


| 


hospitalized with 


recuperat- 


| Jerry Jarman has a new film 
| name, Geraldine Cobb. 
Howard Da _ Silva will spend 


Christmas in the east. 
Billy Halop filed suit for divorce 
| against Helen Tupper. 

Robert Taylor flew his own plane 
|} in from Wichita, Kansas, 


Barney Gerards celebrated their 
25th wedding anniversary. 

Antonio Moreno celebrated his 
33rd anni as a film actor. 

Jackie Coopers celebrated their 


second wedding anniversary. 

Joseph M. Schenck in town after 
| two months in Mexico City. 

B. B. Kahane to Chicago for the 
funeral of his brother-in-law. 

Norman Siegel returned t 
mount after a trip to England. 

Peter Dunne back in town after 
touring with Mae West's legiter. 

Ray Enright and Doc Merman to 
Albuquerque ‘o scout locations. 

John Corfield, British producer, 
paying his first visit to Hollywood. 

Olive Faye returned after four 
years of overseas trouping for USO. 

Maxine Lewis in from Las Vegas 
, to sign talent for the “Last Frontier.” 
| Ben Lyon and Bebe Daniels deco- 
rated for military services overseas. 

Gordon Hollingshead returned to 
work after winning a bout with 
flu. 

William Pizor in from New York 
for Screen Guild Distribution hud- 
dles. 

Lauritz and Maria Melchior were 
awarded their final citizenship pa- 
pers. 

Nita Hunter slated for a personal 
appearance tour with “Susie Steps 


Para- 





anchored here to @o “Valentino” 
scripting chore. 

Gene Rodgers, recording artist, en- 
tertains the customers at the Lido. 
Ditto Martha Davis at Chi-Chi’s Cir- 
cus Room. Charel still at the ivories 
in the Oval Room. 

Underneath the sheltering palms: 


Phil Harris, John M. Stahl, Hal 
Roach, Jr., Diana Barrymore, the 
Lee Bowmans, Mrs. Herbert Mar- 
shall, and J. Carrol Naish. 


Out.” 

Daniel O’Shea to Rochester, 
Minn., for a check-up at the Mayo 
clinic. ; 

Steve Brodie and Lois Andrews 
to Lake Tahoe on a delayed honey- 
moon. 

Happy Chandler, 
missioner, 
studio. 

Prema Fernando, exhibitor from 
Ceylon, gandering production at 
Warners. 


baseball com- 
gandering Paramount 





Taking ae from tennis cham- 
pion Pauline Betz at the Racquet 
Club: Cary Grant, Spencer Tracy, 
Paul Lukas, Mervyn LeRoy and the 
Bill Powells. Kibitzers: The Edgar 
Bergens, Ken Murray, the Skinny 
Ennises, and Anita Louise with 








Radio Chirpers 





ers. Old Gold isn’t exactly conceal- 
ing the fact that, on the basis of 
earnings from his 
Wednesday night air show, the cig- 
better rating. 
come | 





spring, and the Old Gold-Sinatra al- 


! liance may blow up permanently. 


| Simms show by pacting Donald 


Kate Smith and her $14,500 weekly 


impression prevailing that GF will 
let the whole thing lapse. And Bor- 
den’s has crystallized iis thinking 
about ihe $12,500 weekly Ginny 


O'Connor to a permanent ticket, be- 
ginning this Friday (20), in a move | 
to hypo the stanza. 

Bourjois had a recent similar ex- 


ately-budgeted show, when it inked 
half-hour |; 


ing stars weren't paying off. 


The overall impression, which 





future commercial programming of | 
that type show, is that, weighed | 
strictly in terms of their coast-to- | 
coast appeal, their prices are way 
above ceiling. 

The emergence of the vocal stars 
into the top coin brackets is an off- 
shoot of their wartime popularity. 
During the time when they were 
gearing their vocal contribs toward 
GI consumption, they were riding 
high and wide in popularity. Came 
the era of inflated talent prices and 
they all got front seats on the band- 
wagon. But, say the sponsors, they 
don't fit into the postwar pattern 
of listening appeal at those same top 
prices. 


Cedric Gibbons sold his house in 
Santa Monica Canyon to Van John- 
son for $125,000. 

Ed Marin going to Paris when he 
completes his director job on 
“Christmas Eve.” 

Morgan Conway to Arrowhead 
Springs, instead of New York for 
the holiday season. 

Eddie Shipstad injured three fin- 
gers while operating a buzz saw in 
his home nein 

Quentin Reynolds and Ben Hecht 
to Oceanside to screenplay “The 
Miracle of the Bells.” 

John Berry. on leave of absence 
for three months, returned to Para- 
mount with a completed screenplay, 
“The Medal.” 

Laurence Olivier and Vivien 
Leigh will be house guests of David 
Niven when they arrive in Holly- 
wood next month. 

Benedict Bogeaus and Dolores 
Moran will spend the holidays with 
Burgess Meredith and Paulette God- 
dard in New York. 

Glenn H. Campbell and L. W. 
Rember, Chicago butter-and-exg 
men, ogling “The Egg and I’ at 
Universal-International. 





Minneapolis : 


By Les Rees 

Edyth Bush Players offering “Holi- 
day.” 

Dunninger playing one-nighter at 
Auditorium. 

Lyceum gets 
Dec. 30-Jan. 2. 

Sammy Walsh into Hotel Dyck- 
man Robin H6od Room. 

Lowry Terrace has Leo Pieper 
Orch with Beverly Whitney. 

Benny Fields follows Liberace into 
Hotel Radisson Flame Room 

John Wildberg and the missus 
spent three days here helping to 


“Glass Menagerie” 


| publicize .“;inna Lucasta.” 


Andy's nitery floor show includes 
Del Campos, Marina, Joe Griffin, 
Adorables and Jerry May™pu’s orch. 

Happy Hour floor sho includes 


| Don Ragon Orch with Alice Raye, 
| Frank 
| Hall. 


| North Star 


& Peggy Cole and Pepper 
Drama Guild, city’s 
principal civic theatre group, offer- 
ing “Junior Miss” and “Here Today” 
this month with “Hasty Heart,” 
“Enchanted Cottage,” “Barretts of 
| Wimpole Street,” “Under Capri- 
|corn,” “The Jest,” “Jane Eyre,” 
|“Daik of Moon” and “Mr. Cooper's 
| Left Hand” to follow. 
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\ Wednesday, December 18, 1946 


“BE LOVELIER TONIGHT!” 


“My Beauty Facials 
bring quick new | 
Loveliness' 


_says this famous star 

















“You'll be delighted with Lux Soap 
beauty facials—Ive found they really 
make skin lovelier,” says charming Janis 


Paige. “Here's my daily Active-lather fa- 




























| : | 
cial: Just work the rich fragrant lather 
well into your skin. Rinse with warm 
water, then splash with cold. As you pat 
gently with a soft towel to dry, skin takes 
ve on fresh new beauty!” f 
oe Don't let neglect cheat you of Ro- 
es : mance! These gentle beauty facials 
oes ° ° ° 7 
ae Janis Paige recommends will make you 
ope | lovelier tonight! 
ee 
<4 in recent tests of Lux Toilet Soap fa- 
=f cials by skin specialists, actually 3 out of 
oe 4 complexions improved in a short time. 
wg 
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ues, 





= 





7 


JANIS PAIGE 


starring in Warner Bros’ 


“The Time, the Place | 
andthe Gal" 


{ 

y 
hcl 
% 


1 
| Soon to be seen locally 
: 
“Janis Paige is right! Active-lather “As yeu pat with a soft towel to Lux Girls know lovely appealing 
| facials with Lux Soap are q vk dry, you know your skin is softer, skin is a charm that wins admiration, 4 
and easy but they really wor ¢ mmeviie— really lovelier!” Romance—makes dreams come true! 


i 9 out of 10 Screen Stars use Lux Toilet Soap _ Lit Gils are Lovelier! 














